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INTRODUCTION 

RELEVANCE AND SCOPE 

S t u d y  o n ' t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of M a l a b a r  d u r i n g  t h e  company ' s  p e r i o d  i s  o f  g r e a t  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  on  a c c o u n t  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it is  c l o s e l y  

r e l a t e d  w i t h  many o t h e r  aspects of t h e  p r o v i n c e  s u c h  a s  

l a n d  t e n u r e ,  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  caste  b a s e d  s o c i a l  
I 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  u n i q u e  s h a r e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r o d u c e ,  a 

d e c e n t r a l i s e d  p o l i - t i c a l  se t  u p  e tc .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  

h i s t o r y  of a l m o s t  a l l  t h e s e  c o - r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  w e r e  

w r i t t e n  a t  l e n g t h  b y  t h e  n a t i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w e s t e r n  

h i s t o r i a n s ,  n o  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  h a d  b e e n  made o n  t h e  

r e v e n u e  h i s t o r y  o f  M a l a b a r  u n d e r  t h e  company gove rnmen t  

( b e f o r e  1 8 5 7 ) .  

Even when t h e  g r e a t  s c h o l a r  o n  M a l a b a r  h i s t o r y  

W i l l i a m  Logan had  a d m i t t e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t o p i c  as 

b e i n g  much c o n f o u n d e d  a n d  b a f f l i n g  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u r p r i s e  

f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  b e i n g  e l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s '  pen .  

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h i s  work i s  a n  humble  a t t e m p t  t o  

s t u d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a l l  t h e  main  

a s p e c t s c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  M a l a b a r  r e v e n u e  h i s t o r y .  Though 

t h e  t o p i c  c o v e r s  a l l  k i n d s  o f  r e v e n u e  u n d e r  t h e  company 

gove rnmen t  a m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  

l a n d  r e v e n u e ,  d u e  t o  i t s  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  a l l  



a r e a s  o f  M a l a b a r  l i f e .  C e r t a i n  c o n n e c t e d  a s p e c t s  a l s o  

a r e  d i s c u s s e d .  However t h e  focus of t h e  s t u d y  i s  t o  

examine  t h e  i n ~ p a c t  of c o l o n i a l  r e v e n u e  p o l i c i e s  i n  

M a l a b a r .  The s t u d y  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e v e a l  how f a r  t h e  

c o l o n i a l  p o l i c i e s  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  I 

b a c k w a r d n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  a n d  r u i n  o f  t h e  

p e a s a n t r y .  T h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  l i e s  i n  t h e  

s o l u t i o n  of t h e  p r o b l e m s  wh ich  o c c u r  t o  t h e  r e a d e r s  of 

t h e  h i s t o r y  of M a l a b a r .  

PROBLEMS 

I .  Revenue a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  I n d i a  u n d e r  t h e  

c o l o n i a l  gove rnmen t  was v a r i e d  i n  n a t u r e ,  a d o p t e d  t o  

s u i t  t h e  p l a c e  a n d  p e o p l e  of d i f f e r e n t  ~ r o v i n c e s .  T h e  

l a n d  r e v e n u e  s y s t c l r l  . i .ntrot?uccd i -n  Ma 1 a b a r  was b a s i c a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  p a t t e r n  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  M a d r a s /  

P r e s i d e n c y ,  wh ich  h a d  t h e  m o s t  i d e a l  a n d  h i g h l y  

a c c l a i m e d  R y o t w a r i  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

A s  e n v i s a g e d  b y  Thomas Munro, u n d e r  t h i s  s y t e m  t h e  

classes o f  l a b o u r e r s ,  f a r m e r s  a n d  l a n d l o r d s  w e r e  

combined i n  t h e  ' r y o t '  w i t h  whom t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was 

made. B u t  i n  M a l a b a r  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  w e r e  d i s t i n c t  a n d  

s e p a r a t e .  The  gove rnmen t  e x e c u t e d  r e v e n u e  a g r e e m e n t s  n 

w i t h  t h e  j enmis  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t hem as  r y o t s .  A c t u a l l y  

t h e  M a l a b a r  j e n m i s  h a d  n o  q u a l i t y  o f  a  r y o t  s i n c e  t h e y  

h a d  t o t a l l y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n .  So ,  w h a t  was  



t h e  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  a c t u a l l y  e v o l v e d  i n  M a l a b a r  ?. 

W a s  i t  r e a l l y  r y o t w a r i  ?; If n o t ,  w h a t  w e r e  t h e  a i m s  

a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  

s u c h  a  u n i q u e  s y s t e m  i n  M a l a b a r  ? One of t h e  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  

11. ~t i s  u n f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

P r e - B r i t i s h  Malabar h a d  a n  i d e a l  a n d  c i v i l i z e d  s o c i o -  

economic  sct u p .  I t  w a s ,  o f c o u r s e ,  t h o r o u g h l y  

organised on c a s t i s m .  Q u a s i - f e u d a l i s t i c  c u s t o m s  were &/ 

t h e  l a w  o f  thc l a n d ,  a n d  soc ia l  a n d  cconornic  i ~ n b a l a n c c s  

were p r o n o u n c e d l y  a p p a r e n t .  Y e t  it g e n e r a t e d  a  c u l t u r e  

o f  h u m a n i t y  a n d  a c i v i l i z a t i o n  of  s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t  

economic  s y s t e m .  The  m u t u a l  c o - e x i s t e n c e  made t h e  l i f e  

of t h e  p e o p l e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  p o s s i b l e .  B u t  t h i s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c u t r e  o f  M a l a b a r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  

b a s e d  o n  s h a r i n g  of p r o d u c e  e q u a l l y  among a l l  t h e  

c l a s s e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d ,  was d i s s o l v e d  b y  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  the British a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The  B r i t i s h  l a n d  r e v e n u e  p o l i c y  a n d  l a n d  

s e t t l e m e n t s  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  jenmi  a s  a  f r e e h o l d ,  

p r o p r i e t o r ,  a  p o s i t i o n  wh ich  t h e y  h a d  n e v e r  e n j o y e d  

b e f o r e ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  it w e r e  

n e g l e c t d .  

What was t h e  a i m  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  

d o i n g  s o  ? ' A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  a i m  of t h e  B r i t i s h  



government  i n  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  was s t a t e d  t o  b e  

t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  o b j e c t s  o f  good  gove rnmen t  

a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  improvement  o f  t h e  p e o p l e " ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

government  d i d  n o t h i n g  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  So  was t h i s  

a  p o l i c y  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of a  c lass  o f  l a n d l o r d s  t o  a c t  

a s  a l l i e s  o f  t h e  company t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  company ' s  

2 i n t e r e s t  ? T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  coming , 

u n d e r  t h e  p u r v i e w  of t h i s  s t u d y .  

111. I n d i a  was c o n q u r e d  f o r  E n g l a n d  b y  

m e r c h a n t  a d v e n t u r e r s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n  w a r r i o r s  who t h o u g h t  

of E n g l a n d ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  I n d i a  i n  terms o f  p r o f i t  a n d  

a d v a n t a g e .  ' I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  was it p o s s i b l e  fo r  a 

gove rnmen t  c o n s t i t u t e d  of t h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  t o  a f f o r d  a 

government  o f  b e n e v o l e n c e  ? I n  h i s  c e l e b r a t e d  book 

'The  W e a l t h  o f  N a t i o n ' ,  Adam S m i t h  t h e  f o u n d e r  of 

c l a s s i c a l  economics  s a y s .  " The g r e a t e r  t h e  r e v e n u e  of 

t h e  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  s o v e r e i g n ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  a n n u a l  

p r o d u c e  of t h e i r  l a n d  a n d  l a b o u r ,  t h e  more t h e y  c a n  

a f f o r d  t o  t h e  s o v e r e i g n .  I t  i s  h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

1. S i r  A . J .  A r b u t h n o t  ( e d )  S i r  Thomas Munro s e l e c t i o n  
f r o m  h i s  m i n u t e s  and  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  w r i t i n g s '  
(London 1881) Vol .1  S e c t .  I ( R e v e n u e )  PP.172-3 .  

2 .  D . N .  Dhanagha re ,  P e a s a n t  Moments i n  ~ n d i a ,  1920-50 
( N e w  D e l h i ,  1 9 8 6 )  P.61 

3 .  H u t c h i n s .  F . G .  ' ' The  I l l u s i o n  o f  Permanance  
( P r i m c e t o n ,  1 9 6 7 )  P .3 .  



t o  i n c r e a s e  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a n n u a l  p r o d u c e .  4 

B u t  how f a r  w a s  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t  a b l e  t o  

a c t  a s  s u c h  a s o v e r e i g n  ? I t  seems a company o f  

m e r c h a n t s  w a s  i n c a p a b l e  of c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

s o v e r e i g n  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  become s u c h .  3 
S o  it i s  

o u r  i n t e r e s t  t o  f i n d  o u t  a s  t o  how f a r  it e n a b l e d  t h e  

company t o  g i v e  a g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  of M a l a b a r ,  

a n d  w h e t h e r  it c o u l d  a c t  a s  a r e a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  

w h e t h e r  it c o n s t i t u t e d  a b o d y  o f  t r a d e r s  f r o m  t h e  

n a t i o n  o f  s h o p  k e e p e r s  ? 

I V .  Why a c o u n t r y  l i k e  M a l a b a r  w i t h  i t s  r i c h  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  of  g r e a t  t r a d e  a n d  

commercial c o n t a c t  w i t h  A r a b ,  C h i n e s e ,  a n d  W e s t e r n  ! 

c o u n t r i e s  h a d  r e m a i n e d  b a c k w a r d  economy i n  t h e  m o d e r n  

a g e s  ? Though it h a d  a s o i l  r i c h  l a n d  a n d  a h a r d  

w o r k i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  

i n v a l u a b l e  s p i c e s  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t ,  why d i d  i t  n o t  

g e n e r a t e  a n y  f o r c e  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  ? How d i d  

t h e s e  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t r a d e  a n d  commerce  p e r i s h  ? 

Why d i d  a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  M a l a b a r  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n  

4 *  A d a m  S m i t h ,  An I n q u i r y  i n  t o  the N a t u r e  a n d  C a u s e  
t h e  W e a l t h  o f  N e t i o n s ( e d ) E d w i n  Canna* ( ~ e w y o r k t 1 9 ~ ~ ) -  

5 .  P . J .  M a r s h a l l  ( e d )  P r o b l e m s  o f  Empi re :  B r i t a i n  a n d  
I n d i a .  1 7 5 7 - 1 8 1 3  (London.  1 9 6 8 )  P .19 .  



p o o r  a n d  w e r e  m a i n t a i n i n g  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  domes t ic  l i f e  ? 

W h e t h e r  it h a d  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e n u r i a l  

c h a n g e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  t h e  compay g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a 

p a r t  of i t s  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ? T h i s  i s  o n e  of 

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

V.  T h e  p i c t u r e  of e c o n o m i c  h i s t o r y  of I n d i a  

d r a w n  b y  t h e  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  w a s  i n  t e r m s  o f  a 

c o n t e n t e d  p e a s a n t r y  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  s h e l t e r  a n d  c o n f e r  

o f  P a x - B r i t a n i c a .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  s e c u r i t y  t o  l i f e  a n d  

p r o p e r t y  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  r u l e  it w a s  a r g u e d  

t h a t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  w e r e  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  a m o r e  

b e n e v e l e n t  r e v e n u e  s y s t e m  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  s u r p l u s  

e x t r a c t e d  by t h e  T n d i a n  d e s p o t i c  r u l e r s '  l i k e  S u l t a n  of 

6 
M y s o r e  a n d  t h e  Nawab o f  Oudh . U n f o r t u n a t e l y  e v e n  t h e  

n a t i o n a l i s t i c  h i s t o r i a n s ,  who h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  

s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  a n d  f e u d a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r i m a r y  p r o d u c e s ,  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  i g n o r e d  t h e  a c t u a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  r e v e n u e  

s y s t e m  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e i r  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i v i n g  w a s  n e g l e c t e d  a n d  w a s  s o m e t i m e s  

p o r t r a y e d  i n  communal o r  o t h e r  d a n g e r o u s  c o l o u r s .  

F o r t u n a t e l y  p o s i t i v e  a t t e m p t s  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  were 

s e e n  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  f r o m  c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r s  o n  p r o v i n c i a l  

6 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  P e a s a n t  R e v o l t s  i n  M a l a b a r  i n  1 9 t h  a n d  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  i n  A . R .  D e s a i  (ed) P e a s a n t  s t r u g g l e  
i n  I n d i a  (New D e l t l i  1 9 8 2 ) .  P . 6 0 1 .  



a n d  l o c a l  l i n e s .  Y e t  some o f  t h e  a r e a s  a r e  s t i l l  t o  b e  

e x p l o r e d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n s  b e h i n d  s u c h  

s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  Waving a u n i q u e  r e v e n u e  

h i s t o r y  u n d e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  gove rnmen t  Ma laba r  d e s e r v e s  

s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  

H Y P O T H E S I S  

The  a c t u a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  a l l  t h e  a b o v e  p r o b l e m s  

are  l y i n g  i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  company 

government  i n  M a l a b a r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  b a s e d  on  t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  ma in  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  

examine  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e v e n u e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  economic  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  a n d  a l s o  i t s  i m p a c t  on  t h e  Ma laba r  s o c i e t y  a s  

a  whole .  

P R E V I O U S  WORKS ON THE TOPIC 

T h e r e  a r e  a  number of works  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  

M a l a b a r  b o t h  by t h e  n a t i v e  a n d  f o r e i g n  s c h o l a r s .  

S e v e r a l  books  and a r t i c l e s  on  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of 

M a l a b a r  l i f e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  p u b l i s h e d .  The 

h i s t o r y  o f  c o l o n i a l  M a l a b a r ,  i t s  l a n d  a n d  p e o p l e ,  i t s  

u n i q u e  s o c i a l  o r s a n i s a t i o n ,  f a m i l y  s y s t e m ,  h i s t o r y  of 

p o l i t i c a l  ups  a n d  downs, a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  economic  

a s p e c t s ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

r e l a t i o n s ,  t r a d e  a n d  commerce e t c .  w e r e  s u b j e c t s  o f  



t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  B u t  rnore t h a n  a l l  t h e s e  t o p i c s ,  ~ a p p i l a  

R e b e l l i o n  h a s  a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e  number  o f  s c h o l a r s  t o  

t h e  h i s t o r y  of Malabar. . Revenue  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

u n d e r  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  b e ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  

o n l y  s u b j e c t  i n  M a l a b a r  t o  i n f l u e n c e  s o  p r o f o u n d l y  a l l  

w a l k s  o f  i t s  l i f e  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  

t o p i c  w a s  n o t  g i v e n  e n o u g h  a t t e n t i o n .  ' ~ c a d c r n i c  

s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a f f a i r s  of M a l a b a r  a re  f e w .  

8  T h e  work o f  M r .  B.H. B a d e n  P o w e l  , who w r o t e  

t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  l a n d s y s t e m s  i n  B r i t i s h  ~ n d i a ,  

h o w e v e r ,  g i v e s  a b r i e f  s k e t c h  of t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  l a n d  

h i s t o r y  of t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  S i n c e  h i s  a t t e m p t  w a s  t o  

w r i t e  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  l a n d  s y s t e m s  of a l l  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  it l a c k s  d e p t h  

a n d  p r o v e s  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  case of M a l a b a r ,  w h i c h  

r e q u i r e s  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n .  I l e n c c ,  h i s  study a n d  

c o n c l u s i o n  o n  Malabar r e v e n u e  s y s t e m  c a n n o t  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  f i n a l .  

W i l l i a m  L o g a n ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  ( 1 8 7 5 -  

1 8 8 4 )  and t h e  Malabar spec ia l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  (1881-82)  i n  

7 .  A t t e m p t  t o  w r i t e  t h e  r e v e n u e  h i s o t r y  o f  Malabar w a s  
g e n e r a l l y  n e g l e c t e d ,  a n d  if a n y t h i n g  i n  this respect 
w a s  d o n e  t h a t  w a s  o n l y  a b o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Crown ( a f t e r  1 8 5 7 ) .  

8 .  B .H.  Baden P o w e l  ' L a n d  s y s t e m s  of B r i t i s h  I n d i a .  3 
Volumes ( O x f o r d  1 8 9 2 ) .  





V a r g h e s e  l4 P.  I ? a d h a k r i s h n a n l 5  K . K . N .  ~ u r u ~ l ~ .  T.K. 

R a v i n d r a n  l7 s u n d a r a  Raja I y a n g a r 1 8 ,  P .Kodanda ~ a o l '  M .  

G a n g a d h a r a  Menon 2 0  etc.  a r e  w o r t h  t o  m e n t i o n .  T h i s  

w o r k ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  a n  a t tempt  t o  w r i t e  t h e  r e v e n u e  

h i s t o r y  o f  M a l a b a r  d u r i n g  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t  i n  a n  

h i s o t r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

SOURCE MATERIALS 

T h e  major s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  d e p e n d e d  b y  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s c h o l a r  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  t h e s i s  are  g o v e r n m e n t  

r e c o r d s  a n d  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  R e q i o n a l  

1 4 .  T.C. V a r g h e s e ,  A g r a r i a n  C h a n g e s  a n d  Economic  
L a n d  T e n u r e  i n  Kerala 1850-1960  

15 .  P.  R a d h a k r i s h n a n ,  P e a s a n t  S t r u g g l e ,  L a n d  R e f o r m s  
a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  i n  M a l a b a r  1 8 3 6 - 1 9 8 2  ( ~ e w  m el hi 
1 9 8 9 ) .  

1 6 .  K . K . N .  K u r u p ,  W i l l i a m  Loqan  A s t u d y  i n  A g r a r i a n  
R e l a t i o n s  of M a l a b a r  ( D e l h i ,  1 9 8 8 ) .  

--------- ' B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  P o l i c y  i n  M a l a b a r  a n d  
i t s  I m p a c t  o n  l a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  R e v e n u e  1 9 9 0 -  
1 8 0 0 '  ~ b u r n a l  o f  Kerala S t u d i e s .  V o 1 . 1 1 1  S e p t - D e c .  
1 9 7 6 .  

1 7 .  T.K. R a v i n d r a n ,  C o r n w a l l i s  s y s t e m  i n  M a l a b a r  
( C a l i c u t  1 9 6 7 )  

18 .  S u n d a r a  R a j a  I y a n g a r ,  Land  T e n u r e s  i n  t h e  M a d r a s  
P r e s i d e n c y  ( M a d r a s  1 9 2 1 ) .  

1 9 .  P .  Kodanda Rao M a l a b a r  T c n n n c y  P r o b l e m s  ( ~ a d r a s  
1 9 2 4 ) .  

2 0 .  M .  G a n g a d h a r a  Menon, ' M a p p i l a  o u t b r e a k s  o f  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  M a l a b a r ' .  J o u r n a l  o f  Kerala S t u d i e s  V o l .  I1 
J u n e  1 9 7 5 .  



A r c h i v e s ,  C a l i c u t ,  K e r a l a  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  T r ivandrum 

a n d  t h e  Tamilnadu A r c h i v e s ,  Madras.  T h e s e  r e c o r d s  

i n c l u d e  t h e  Le t te rs  s e n t  by  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s  t o  

t h e  government  a t  Madras a n d  back ;  t h e  Dia r ies  o f  t h e  

Malabar  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  s u p e r v i s o r s  , J o i n t  

Commiss ioners ,  Malaba r  Second Commiss ioners  a n d  

T e l l i c h e r r y  F a c t o r y  o f f i c i a l s ;  R e ~ o r t s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

c o l l e c t o r s ,  a n d  s u b  c o l l e c t o r s ;  t h e  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  

g o v e r n o r s ,  a n d  Board  o f  Revenue; Government C i r c u l a r s ,  

O r d e r s  a n d  P r o c l a m a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

documents  l i k e  Revenue a n d  J u d i c i a l  P r o c e e d i n g s .  

B e s i d e s ,  t h e  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  Board o f  Revenue t o  t h e  

Governor  i n  Council s e n t  home t o  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Directors 

h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a  good a m o u n t - o f  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e s e  

r e p o r t s  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  a n d  e x t r a c t s  o f  r e p o r t s  

o f  c o l l e c t o r s ,  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  g o v e r n o r s  a n d  o f  t h e  

Board  o f  Revenue a n d  g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  

government  on  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  

The a n n u a l  r e p o r t  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o l l e c t o r s  

s e n t  t o  t h e  government  a t  Madras c o n t a i n e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  

d e t a i l  r e g a r d i n g  +.he r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  a l s o  

r e c o r d e d  t h e  p u l s e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  a s  it w a s  r e g u l a r l y  

r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  knowledge o f  t h e  Board  o f  Revenue a n d  

t h e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

l a r q e  numbers w e r e  c o n s u l t e d  a s  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h i s  work. 



Moreove r ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  b y  v a r i o u s  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  who w e r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  e n q u i r e  

i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a l s o  w e r e  h i g h l y  

u s e f u l .  The  r e p o r t s  of J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  M a l a b a r  

s e c o n d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  M r .  T h a c k a r y ,  M r .  H.S. G r a e m e ,  

M r .  S u l l i v a n ,  M r .  T.L. S t r a n g e  e t c .  are  i n l c u d e d  i n  

t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  T h e s e  reports,  by  a n d  l a r g e ,  h a v e  

p r e s e n t e d  t h i n g s  i n  a c r e d i b l e  way. They  h a v e  

g e n e r a l l y  p r o v i d e d  a u t h e n t i c  v i e w s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o w a r d s  

t h e  p r o b l e m s  of t h e  p e o p l e .  Under  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  comes 

t h e  report  o f  M a l a b a r  s p e c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  M r .  W i l l i a m  

Logan,  b u t  r e l a t e d  t o  a l a t e r  p e r i o d .  Among t h e  

p u b l i s h e d  i t e m s  a l s o  t h e r e  are a f e w  p r i m a r y  sources a s  

t h e y  p r o v i d e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  documen t s .  Such  ~ u b l i c a t i o n s  

i n l c u d e  t h e  works  of W i l l i a m  Logan  2 1  A i t c h i s o n  22 , 

R i c k a r d s  23  I n n e s  a n d  E v a n s  2 4  T.H. ~ a b e r ~ ~  a n d  o t h e r s .  

21.  W i l l i a m  Logan ( v i d e  f o o t  n o t e  n o . 1 0 )  

22.  C.W. A i t c h i s o n .  T r e a t i e s ,  Engagemen t s  a n d  S u n n a d s  
R e l a t i n q  t o  I n d i a n  a n d  t h e  N e i g h b o u r i n g  C o u n t r i e s .  
Vol I - X  ( C a l c u t t a ,  1 9 2 9 ) .  

23.  R i c k a r d s ,  I n d i a  o r  F a c t s  s u b m i t t e d  Vo l . 11  ( S m i t h ,  
E l d e r  & Company London) .  

24.  C.A. I n n e s  a F.B. E v a n s  ( e d )  M a l a b a r  D i s t r i c t  
Gazatteers ( ~ a d r a s ,  1 9 5 1  ) 

25 .  T.H. B a b e r ,  E v i d e n c e  G i v e n  i n  March a n d  A p r i l  1 8 3 0  
B e f o r e  t h e  House o f  L o r d s   a an gal ore, 1 8 8 5 ) .  



Among t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s ,  some o f  t h e  

comtemporary  works  f r o m  F r a n c i s  Buchanan 2 6  D u r a t e  

B a r b o s a  2 7  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  t h r o w  l i g h t  on  v a r i o u s  

a s p e c t s  of M a l a b a r  a l s o  a r e  n o  less u s e f u l  f o r  t h i s  

s t u d y .  The  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  u s e d  f o r  

r e f e r e n c e  i n l c u d e s  a  number of b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c les .  I n  

t h i s  t h e  work o f  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  ( v i d e  f o o t  n o t e  n o . 1 1 )  

h a s  b e e n  u s e d  w i d e l y  a s  a f i r s t  r a t e  r e f e r e n c e  book f o r  

o b t a i n i n g  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a s  model  f o r  me thodo logy  

of t h i s  work.  The c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f a c t s  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  a n d  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  

works  c i t e d  are a s c e r t a i n e d  b y  c o r r a b o r a t i o n  of them 

w i t h  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  So enough  c a u t i o n  a n d  care a r e  

t a k e n  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  b o t h  t h e  s o u r c e  

materials. 

METHODOLOGY 

The me thodo logy  a d o p t e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  

s e n e r a l l y  a n a l y t i c a l  a n d  d e s c r i p t i v e .  A l l  t h e  d a t a  a r e  

c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l v s e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  i n  d e t a i l .  T h e  m o s t  

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  o b j e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  d e v o i d  o f  a n y  b i a s  

and p r e j u d i c e  i s  a d o p t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  work.  

2 6 .  F r a n c i s  Buchanan ' A  J o u r n e y  f rom Madras  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  of  Mysore ,  C a n a r a  and  M a l a b a r  ma on don 
1 8 0 7 ) .  

2 7 .  D u r a t e  B a r b o s a ,  The  book o f  D u r t e  B a r b o s a  2 volume 
( T r a n s .  M.L Dames) London 1 8 6 6 ) .  



N e c e s s a r y  comments a r e  g i v e n  i n  e a c h  c h a p t e r  w h e r e  a n d  

when it i s  r e q u i r e d .  

The. work i s  t o t a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e .  B u t  t h i s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  s t r i c t l y  

f o l l o w e d ,  s i n c e  a  c h a p t e r ' .  on  t h e  l a n d  t e n u r e  i s  

s e p a r a t e l y  g i v e n .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  ( s e c o n d )  t h e r e f o r e  i s  

p r e s e n t e d  a s  a c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  of all t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

t h e o r i e s  o n  Malaba r  l a n d  t e n u r e s .  B u t  none  o f  t h e s e  

t h e o r i e s  i s  t a k e n  f o r  a r r i v i n g  a t  a n  a b s o l u t e  a n d  f i n a l  

c o n c l u s i o n .  B u t  a  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  d e d u c t e d  f r o m  

a l l  o f  them. I t  a l s o  d e p i c t s  t h e  p r e  a n d  p o s t  company 

p e r i o d ' s  effects on  M a l a b a r  l a n d  s y s t e m .  L i k e w i s e  t h e  

t h i r d  c h a p t e r  c o n t a i n s  more d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a n  a n y  

c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e v e n u e  

s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t .  A s  t h e  d a t a  of 

s e t t l e m e n t s  a r e  self e x p l a i n i n g ,  all t h e  f a c t s  r e q u i r e d  

t o  b e  d e t a i l e d  a re  p r e s e n t e d  a s  t h e y  a re ,  w i t h o u t  

comments. The  method  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

t h i s  work i s  q u i t e  c o n v e n t i o n a l .  N o  n o v e l  method  i s  

f o l l o w e d  t o  a o i d  a n y  c o n f u s i o n .  

PLAN OF THE STUDY 

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r ,  f o r  i t s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

c e r t a i n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  ' is d i v i d e d  

i n t o  two p a r t s .  B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t e r m  



' M a l a b a r '  a n d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  t h e  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  

w i t h  t h e  l a n d  a n d  i t s  p r o d u c t s ,  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  f o r  t r a d e  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a  

c e n t r a l i s e d  p o l i t i c a l  s e t  u p  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  i t s  

u n i q u e  s o c i a l  o r s n i s a t i o n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  community  

b a s e d  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  s t a t u s .  The r e m a r k a b l e  economic  

backwardness  of t h i s  p r o v i n c e  e v e n  a f t e r  a l o n g  p e r i o d  

of f o r e i g n  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n  a l so  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  a t t e n t i o n .  

The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  

E n g l i s h  E a s t  I n d i a  Company, i t s  f o r m a t i o n ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

a n d  i t s  t r a d e  a m b i t i o n s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  It  

also refers t o  t h e  h i s o t r y  of t h e  company in t h e  l and  

of M a l a b a r ,  a n d  r o l e  of t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  i n  

accommodat ing  t h e  t raders  w i t h  h o n o u r  a n d  p r e v i l e g e s  

w i t h  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  T e l l i c h e r y  F a c t o r y ,  a s  a 

f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

The r e v e n u e  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h e  T e l l i c h e r r y  F a c t o r y  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l .  A c q u i s i t i o n  of M a l a b a r  b y  t h e  

company government  b e f o r e  1792  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  a n n e x a t i o n  

of t h e  who le  p r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  y e a r  a r e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  

d e t a i l e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The  company gove rnmen t  i n  

Madras  p r e s i d e n c y  a n d  i t s  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  

a r e  a l s o  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e d .  S i n c e  t h e  area of t h i s  

s t u d y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  e n d  of t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company's 

power i n  I n d i a ,  h i s t o r y  of t h e  company till t h a t  p e r i o d  

i s  b r i e f l y  t r a c e d .  



' P o s s e s s i o n  of l a n d  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  p r o d u c e '  

forms t h e  s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  of t h i s  work.  S i n c e  l a n d  

r e v e n u e  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  of l a n d  a re  t w o  i n s e p a r a b l y  

r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s ,  t h i s  c h a p t e r  d i s c u s s e s  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  

much complexed  l a n d  t e n u r i a l  s y s t e m  o f  M a l a b a r  w i t h  i t s  

u n i q u e  s y s t e m  o f  s h a r i n g  of p r o d u c e  of t h e  l a n d .  T h i s  

c h a p t e r  a l s o  f o r m s  t w o  pa r t s .  

The f i r s t  p a r t  d i s c u s s e s  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  f o r  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of M a l a b a r  l a n d  s y s t e m ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  

l a n d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  names,  t h e  m a j o r  t e n u r e s  l i k e  jenman, 

Kanam, kuzhikkanam,  Verumpat tam a n d  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  of 

t h e s e  t e n u r e s  a n d  a l s o  t h e  t e n u r i a l  c h a n g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  

Mysorean gove rnmen t .  

The l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  c h a p t e r  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  

t e n u r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  company gove rnemnt  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  i n t o r d u c t i o n  of  l a n d l o r d i s m ,  t h e i r  

enpowerment  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  c o - p r o p r i e t o r s ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n t  emergence  o f  c e r t a i n  new s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  

l a n d  p o s s e s s i o n ,  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  p r o d u c e  t o  t h e  b u r d e n  

o f  t h e  t e n a n t s  a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  a g i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s .  

The p r o v i n c e  of M a l a b a r  fo rmed  a  p a r t  o f  

Bombay P r e s i d e n c y  u n t i l  J u n e  1 8 0 0 .  The  h i s t o r y  of 

Malaba r  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was 

f r a g m e n t e d  a n d  l a c k i n g  f rom u n i f o r m i t y .  The  me thod  



a d o p t e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  i s  b y  e x p l a i n i n g  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  

p o i n t s .  N o  g e n e r a l i s a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  on t h e  r e v e n u e  

p o l i c y  of t h e  company d u r i n q  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  since i t  was 

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  d i s t r i c t  t o  d i s t i c t  a n d  

s o  on .  Moreove r ,  t h e  f a r m i n g  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  

n a t i v e  c h i e f s  a l s o  was v a r y i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a c e  a n d  

t i m e .  T h e r e f . o r e ,  t h e  c h a p t e r  e x p l a i n s  a t  l e n q t h  v a r i o u s  

r e v e n u e  s e t t l e m e n t s  effected a t  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s .  

The pros a n d  c o n s  of t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  a l s o  a r e  

a n a l v s e d .  The c h a p t e r  a l s o  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

company t r a d e  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  

i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n s t r a t i o n .  The  c o r r u p t  p r a c t i c e s  of 

t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  n a t i v e  r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  are 

d i s c u s s e d .  

The  p r i m e  p a r t  of t h i s  work i s  i n  c h p a t e r s  

f o u r t h  t o  s e v e n t h .  O f  t h e s e  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of e v e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  reforms a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  me thods  u n d e r  e a c h  

c o l l e c t o r s .  Eve ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  

reforms is  s u b j e c t e d  t o  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  t h e  

s u p p o r t  of r e l i a b l e  source m a t e r i a l s .  The  i n t e r e s t i n g  

p o i n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h e  company gove rnmen t  

r e c o r d s  ~ r o v i d e  enough  e v i d e n c e  f o r  i t s  c r i t i c i s m .  T h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  n a t i v e  m a n u f a c u t r e  a n d  t h e  e f fec t  o f  e x p o r t  



i m p o r t  t r a d e  on a c c o u n t  of t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n s t r a t i o n  of 

t h e  company gove rnmen t ,  a n d  t h e  c o e r c i v e  method t h e  

o f f i c i a l s  a d o p t e d  f o r  e x a c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  etc .  a r e  a l s o  

coming i n  t h e s e  c h a p t e r s .  

The  s i x t h  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  of 

monopoly i n  c e r t a i n  i m p o r t a n t  a r t i c l e s ,  a n d  extra 

s o u r c e  of r e v e n u e  a n d  i t s  r e s u l t a n t  h a r d s h i p s  f o r  t h e  

common people. I t  d e a l s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  sorts o f  t a x e s  

a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x a c t i o n s  by t h e  company gove rnmen t .  

The s e v e n t h  c h a p t e r  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  

of t h e  company a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I t  

e x p l o r e s  how t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  made t h e  l i f e  

of t h e  p e o p l e  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d  w h a t  l e d  t o  mass  u p r i s i n g s  

a q a i n s t  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  l o r d s .  D i f f e r e n t  

u p r i s i n g s ,  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  d e t a i l s  of t h e i r  v i c t i m s  

a n d  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  a n d  v a r i o u s  

o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  a l s o  a re  a n a l y s e d .  

The l e s s o n  a l s o  c r i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e s  t h e  f a i l u r e  of 

M r .  T.L. S t r a n g e  a s  a c o m m i s s i o n e r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  l o o k  

i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  a n d  i t s  

p e o p l e .  

The murde r  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  col lector  M r .  

C o n o l l y  becomes a c l i m a x  o f  t h e  series of i n c i d e n t s .  

L a s t  of a l l ,  a  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i s  



p r e s e n t e d ,  w i t h  s o m e  comments on  a l l  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

p o i n t s .  B u t ,  n o  f i n a l  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

p a g e s  o f  t h i s  work,:  a s  it would  e m e r q e  i n  t h e  minds  of 

t h e  r e a d e r s  of t h i s  h i s t o r y .  

The  work c o n t a i n s  e i g h t  c h a p t e r s  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  t h i r t y  s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e s  i n  

s u p p o r t  of v a r i o u s  a r g u e m e n t s  i n  t h e  main  body o f  t h e  

work.  The t h e s i s  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a g l o s s e r y  of a l l  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  t e r m s  t h a t  o c c u r  in t h e  s t u d y .  B e s i d e s  t h e r e  

are  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  of r e v e n u e  

a c c o u n t s  f o r  6 5  y e a r s  (1792-1854)  i n  Append ix  A a n d  

some s u p p l e m e n t a r y  d a t a  i n  A p p e n d i x e s  B ,  C, D a n d  E. 
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CHAPTER - 1 
MALABAR AND THE ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 

I. MALABAR 

The  S o u t h  W e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  I n d i a ,  a  l a n d  o f  

r i c h  s p i c e s ,  ' w a s  g e n e r a l l y  known b y  t h e  name ' M a l a b a r '  

t o  t h e  A r a b s ,  c h i n e s e  a n d  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  t r a d e r s  a n d  

1 
v i s i t o r s ,  f r o ~ n  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  . D u a r t e  B a r b o s a  i n  

1 5 1 8  u s e d  t h e  t e r m  t o  d e n o t e  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e g i o n  

i n h a b i t e d  by the Malayalam s p e a k i n g  folk. "The land o f  

M a l a b a r "  s a y s  B a r b o s a ,  " b e g i n s  f r o m  t h e  p l a c e  c a l l e d  

Cumbola ( ~ u m b a l a )  a n d  i n  a l l  f r o m  t h e  h i l l  of D e l y  a n d  

e n d i n g  a t  t h e  c a p e  Comrin,  i t  i s  o n e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  

2 t h i r t y  l e a g u e  a l o n g  t h e  c o s t "  , 

1. M a l a b a r  i s  p r o b a b l y  a word o f  f o r e i g n  o r i g i n  - t o  
mean t h e  h i l l y  o r  m o u n t a i n o u s  c o u n t r y .  (Mala = h i l l ,  
m o u n t a i n ,  ( D r a v i d i a n ) ;  b a r  = c o n t i n a n t  ( ~ r a b i c )  or 
c o u n t r y  ( P e r s i a n )  Hence M a l a b a r  = m o u n t a i n o u s  
c o u n t r y )  W i l l i a m  Logan .  M a l a b a r .  V o l  I .  ( ~ a d r a s  
1 9 5 1 )  P . l -3 .  T h e  A r a b  g e o g r a p h e r  Y a g u t i  ( 1179 -1229)  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  names ' M a l a b a r '  a n d  
'Ma 'ba r  I .  S .Mohammad Husavn N a i n a r  ' A r a b  - 

G e o q r a p h e r s  Knowledge on  s o u t h e r n  I n d i a  (Madras 
1 9 4 2 )  P.19 a l s o  R o l a n d  E. M i l l e r   mapp pi la^^^;; 
M a l a b a r :  A s t u d y  i n  I s l a m i c  T r e n d s  (Bombay 
P.18. I n d i a  a c t e d  a s  a b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  eas t  a n d  west .  
Hence t h e  Arab name f o r  t h e  S o u t h  W e s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  
I n d i a  ; M a  ' b a r  ' - t h e  A r a b i c  word  f o r  ' b r i d q e  ' o r  - 
' c r o s s i n g ' .  S i n n a p p a h  A r a s a r a t n a m .  M a r i t i m e  I n d i a  
i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  ( D e l h i ,  1 9 9 4 ) .  P .1 .  

2 .  D u a r t e  B a r b o s a  , "The  book of D u a r t e  B a r b o s a ' ,  
( t r a n s  M.L. D a m e s )  (London  - 1 8 6 6 )  I1 PP.  1 -2 .  



But  Ma laba r  p r o p e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  company g o v e r  

nment , o n l y  d e n o t e s a n  a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  

Sou th  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  a d i s t n n c c  of a b o u t  150  m i l e s ,  

bounded w i t h  i n  t h e  n o r t h  s o u t h  c a n a r a  d i s t r i c t ,  i n  t h e  

e a s t  Coorg ,  Mysore,  N i l g i r i s  a n d  C o i m b a t o r e ,  i n  t h e  

s o u t h  t h e  n a t i v e  s t a t e  of Coch in ,  a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t  t h e  

A r a b i a n  s e a  w i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n  of 1 9  i s o l a t e d  b i t s  of 

t e r r i t o r i e s  l a y i n g  s c a t t e r e d ,  1 5  o f  wh ich  are  i n  t h e  

s t a t e  of  Coch in  a n d  f o u r  i n  T r a v a n c o r e ,  t w o  o t h e r  

d e t a c h e d  b i t s  o f  l a n d  i n  T r a v a n c o r e  - T a n g a s s e r i  a n d  

Anjengo - a n d  f o u r  i n h a b i t e d  ( A q a t t i ,  K a v a r a t t i ,  

A n d r o t h ,  k a l p e n i )  a n d  t e n  u n i n h a b i t e d  i s l a n d s  o f  

3 Lakshadweep g r o u p  a n d  t h e  s o l i t a r y  l a n d  o f  ~ i n i c o y  . 
The p r e s e n t  a r e a  o f  s t u d y  i s  n o t  t h e  who le  l i m i t s  of 

t h e  Malayalam s p e a k i n g  l a n d ,  b u t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

Ma laba r  u n d e r  Bombay a n d  Madras  P r e s i d e n c i e s  of t h e  

Company Government .  M a l a b a r  p r o p e r  e m b r a c e s  a n  a r e a  o f  

6 0 0 2  s q u a r e  m i l e s  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  i s l a n d s  a n d  o u t l a y i n g  

4 p a r t s  . 

LAND AND PRODUCTS 

"Malabar  d e r i v e s  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  f rom i t s  

s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  o n  t h e  t r a d e  r o u t e  a n d  i t s  

3 . w i l l i a m  Logan ,Malabar VoL. I PP. 1 - 2  (Hereafter Logan 
V 0 l . I ) .  

4 .  I b i d  P . 3  



p r o d u c t i o n  of p e p p e r  a n d  spicesu5 M a l a b a r  p r e s e n t s  a  

6 p i c t u r e  o f  r a r e  t r o p i c a l  b e a u t y  a n d  r i c h  f e r t i l i t y  . 
"The c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  wh ich  I p a s s e d  i s  t h e  mos t  

b e a u t i f u l  I h a v e  e v e r  s e e n , "  s a y s  Buchanan  The 

b o u n d l e s s  r i c h n e s s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  of t h e  l a n d  

was a matter o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r e v e r  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  

t r a d i n g  n a t i o n s .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  was p r i m a r i l y  i n t e n d e d  

f o r  i n t e r n a l  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  f o r  a  s y s t e m a t i c  

e x p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s .  Even p e p p e r  

cardamom and o t h e r  spices much demanded by t h e  Arabs 

a n d  t h e  Europeans  w e r e  n o t  c u l t i v a t e d  o r  p r o d u c e d  i n  a 

s y s t e m a t i c  manner .  B u t  t h e  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n  h e l p e d  

fo r  n a t u r a l  g r o w t h  of spices i n  a b u n d a n c e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  

l a n d s .  B u t  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  M a l a b a r  p e a s a n t  

was a v e r s e  t o  c u l t i v a t i o n  a c t i v i t y .  H i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  r i c h  f i e l d s ,  t h o u g h  n o t  so  s y s t e m a t i c ,  

g a v e  h im  a n  a b u n d a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  e v e n  fo r  t h e  f o r e i g n  

m a r k e t .  

A v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r a i n  was s o  a b u n d a n t  t h a t  i n  

t h e  f e r t i l e  s o i l  t w o  or  t h r e e  paddy  h a r v e s t s  WOW 

5. S i n n a p p a h  A r a s a r a t n a m  ( o p .  c i t . )  P.39.  

6 .  Roland  E .  M i l l e r  ( o p .  c i t . )  pp.  3 - 4 .  

7.  F r a n c i s  Buchanan ' A  j o u r n e y  f rom Madras  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  o f  Mysore ,  C a n a r a  a n d  M a l a b a r  (London 
1 8 0 7 )  p .347.  



p o s s i b l e  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  p r o v i n c e .  S o u t h  W e s t  

monsoon w a s  l a r g e l y  a v a i l b l e  i n  t h i s  W e s t e r n  d i s t r i c t .  

The a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  r a i n f a l l  i n  t h i s  a rea  w a s  1 2 0  

i n c h e s ,  much b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s . 8  B u t  t h e s e  

waters were e a s i l y  f l o w n  t o  t h e  A r a b i a n  S e a ,  h a v i n g  n o  

s y s t e m  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  Malabar 

t h e r e  w e r e  v a r i o u s  sorts of  p a d d y  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  f rom 3  

t o  6 mon ths  t o  g row t o  m a t u r i t y .  The  p r i n c i p a l  h a r v e s t  
9 

months  w e r e  Augus t /Sep t ember  a n d  December - Janua ry  . I n  

t h e  high ' g r o u n d s '  o r  on  t h e  sides o f  h i l l s  a s o r t  of 

paddy called Morum was c u l t i v a t e d .  This i s ,  f o r  i t s  

n a t u r e ,  c a l l e d  d r y  g r a i n . 1 0  O t h e r  d r y  g r a i n s  a r e  f e w  

a n d  of l i t t l e  w o r t h  t o  m e n t i o n .  G e n e r a l l y ,  r ice was  

t h e  c h i e f  i t e m  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  

p a r t s  o f  Malabar. Y e t  n e a r l y  500  g r a c e  of r ice  afinW$ 

was i m p o r t e d  from C a n a r a  f o r  t h e  c o a s t a l  area of 

M a l a b a r .  

F r u i t s  b e a r i n g  t rees  o f  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  w e r e  

l a rge ly  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  l a n d s .  C o c o n u t  w a s  

t h e  c h i e f  i t e m  o f  t h i s .  A r e c a n u t  ( b e t e l  n u t ) ,  C a s h n u t ,  

8 .  R e p o r t  o n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Land  Revenue  of t h e  
P r o v i n c e s  u n d e r  t h e  Madras  g e s i d e n c y  1852-53  
(Madra s -1854)  P a r a  1 4 .  

9 .  Ma jo r  Macleod  'The  Jamabundy R e p o r t  of t h e  D i v i s i o n  
o f  C o i m b a t o o r e  a n d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  M a l a b a r ,  1 8 t h  J u n e  
1 8 0 2  P .5  (Hereafter Macleod's R e p o r t )  

1 0 .  I b i d .  



etc.  a l s o  were c u l t i v a t e d .  The  g a r d e n  i t e m s  l i k e  

J a c k f r u i t ,  mango e tc .  w e r e  u s e d  d a i l y  by t h e  Ma laba r  

p o p u l a t i o n .  B e s i d e s  a number of v e g i t a b l e  p r o d u c t s  

l i k e  Pumkin,  Watermelon ,  C h i l l y ,  g i n g e r ,  P a p p a y a ,  etc.  

w e r e  c u l t i v a t e d  o n l y  f o r  t h e  M a l a b a r  K i t c h e n .  T h e s e  

g a r d e n  i t e m s  w e r e  n o t  s o  l a r g e l y  c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  

i n t e r n a l  o r  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s .  

The s i n g u l a r  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  M a l a b a r  c u l t i v a t i o n  

w a s  t h e  s p i c e s .  Sinnamom, cardamon,  g i n g e r ,  t a r m e r i c ,  

p e p p e r  etc.  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s .  Bes ide s  t o b a c c o ,  c o f f e e ,  

c i n c h o n a ,  tea a n d  o t h e r  s u c h  h i g h l a n d  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  

also h i g h l y  c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  f o r e i g n  a s  w e l l  a s  d o m e s t i c  

u s e .  Cardamom c u l t i v a t i o n  was p r a c t i c e d  o n l y  i n  

c l e a r i n g  i n  t h e  d e n s e  f o r e s t .  P e p p e r  was grown l a r g e l y  

i n  v a l l i e s .  On t h e  b a r e  up l a n d s  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  

c u l t i v a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  h i l l - r i c e ,  e l l u  ( t i l l ,  sasamum 

11 etc. w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  . S t i l l  none  o f  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  

were c u l t i v a t e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  f o r  e x p o r t a t i o n  p u r p o s e .  

The a b u n d a n t  g r o w t h  of t h e s e  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  s o i l  

of Malaba r  a n d  t h e  h a r d  work of t h e  i n d u s t r i o u s  f a r m e r s  

made t h e i r  c u l t i v a t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  M a l a b a r  

s p i c e s  would  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a t t e r  of a t t r a c t i o n .  

L i t t l e  e f f o r t  was done  f o r  a  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of 

11. f o r  more d e t a i l s  on  M a l a b a r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  see 
Logan v o l .  I pp .  4 9 - 7 5  



t h e  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  Absence  of a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  class 

who w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  i n v e s t  money i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  w a s  

t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s .  

N a t u r a l  f o r e s t s  of g r e a t  c o m m e r c i a l  v a l u e  

c o n t a i n i n g  bamboos,  b l a c k  wood, t e e k  e tc .  a re  o f  

i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e s  of M a l a b a r .  M a l a b a r  h a d  b e e n  a 

g r e a t  e x p o r t e r  o f  t i m b e r  f o r  w o r l d  m a r k e t  f o r  s h i p  

b u i l d i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k s .  T h i s  w a s  

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  e x p l o i t e d  b y  t h e  n a t i v e  a s  w e l l  as  

f o r e i g n  t r a d e r s .  

POLITY 

A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of s e c o n d  C h e r a  e m p i r e  ( 1 1 0 2 )  

p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  Kerala ,  ( o r  t h e  Ma laya l am 

s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r y )  w a s  d i v i d e d  among f o u r  s o v e r e i g n  

power s .  I t  was f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a number o f  p e t t y  

p r i n c i p a l i t i e s .  So ,  b e f o r e  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y  by t h e  Mysore  S u l t a n s ,  it w a s  p a r c e l l e d  o u t  

i n t o  c o n g e r i e s  of small  s t a t e s .  I n  1 7 4 3  S t e i n  Van 

G o l l e n e s s  h a d  e n u m e r a t e d  42 s m a l l  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  

f o u r  i m p o r t a n t  Kingdoms - K o l a t h i r i  ( ~ h i r a k k a l )  , 

Zamor in s  o f  C a l i c u t ,  R a j a s  o f  C o c h i n  a n d  T r a v a n c o r e .  
1 2  

1 2 .  S t e i n  Van G o l l e n e s s  w r o t e  h i s  memorandum of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  on  t h e  M a l a b a r  cost i n  1 7 4 3 .  
G a l l e t t y  A .  ( E d . )  T h e  Du tch  i n  M a l a b a r ,  s e l e c t i o n s  
f r o m  t h e  Dutch  R e c o r d s  No.13. ( M a d r a s  1 9 1 1 )  PP 45-6. 



N o r t h  Malaba r  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  K o l a t h i r i  r a j a s ,  a n d  t h e  

S o u t h e r n  M a l a b a r  whole  came u n d e r  t h e  s u z e r a i n t y  of t h e  

Zamorins  o f  C a l i c u t .  P r i d e  a n d  j e a l o u s y  among t h e s e  

r u l e r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  p e r p e t u a l  w a r f a r e  a n d  b l o o d - s h e d  i n  

t h e  l a n d  'won w i t h  b a t t l e - a x e  '13 ~ a r n o r i n  came o u t  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  many s u c h  w a r s ,  a n d  e x t e n d e d  h i s  

1 4  t e r r i t o r y  . W i t h i n  a c e n t u r y  t h e  Zamurin became t h e  

m o s t  p o w e r f u l  r u l e r  o f  M a l a b a r .  

I t  was t o  t h e  Z a m u r i n ' s  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  

'Ambasador '  of t h e  European  V o y a g e r s '  came i n  t h e  y e a r  

1498 ,  s e e k i n g  e a s t e r n  s p i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  "Manna 

a n d  S a l v a " .  B u t  b y  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

t h e  power o f  Zamorins  began  t o  d e c r e a s e .  R a j a s  of 

V a l l u v a n a d ,  P a l g h a t  a n d  Cochin  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  Zamorin 's 

s u z e r a i n t y .  When Vascoda G a m a  c o u l d  n o t  win  Z a m o r i n ' s  

f a v o u r  a g a i n s t  t h e  A r a b s ,  a n d  f a i l e d  t o  make t r a d e  

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  h im,  K o l a t h i r i ,  t h e  r u l e r  o f  K o l a t h n a d ,  

r e c e i v e d  h im w i t h  honour  a n d  c o n f e r r e d  o n  him a l l  t rade  

1 5  p r i v i l a g e s  . T h i s  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  E u r o p e a n s  t o  t h i n k  

- - 

1 3 .  I t  i s  re la ted  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  P e r u m a l s  d e v i d e d  
M a l a b a r  among h i s  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s ,  o n  t h e  e v e  
o f  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  t o  Mecca ( A D  8 2 5 )  f o r  P i l g r i m a g e  
a n d  t o  t h e  Zamurin h e  g a v e  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  a n d  h i s  
sword  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e ,  " T o  d i e ,  k i l l  a n d  Amex". 

1 4 .  Fo r  d e t a i l s  see K.V.  K r i s h n a  I y e r  'The  Zamor ins  of 
C a l i c u t '  ( C a l i c u t ,  1 9 3 8 ) .  

15 .  S h e i k  Za inudhcen  ' T h u h f a t u l  Mu- jah ideen '  t r a n s .  
S.M.H. N a i n a r  (Madras  1 9 4 2 )  P.106. 



o f  more e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  and t o  make t h e i r  s t r o n g  h o l d  i n  

t h e  l a n d .  Soon,  Ma laba r  became a s t a g e  o f  i n t r i g u e s  

and  r i v a l r i e s  among t h e  n a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

E u r o p e a n s .  The i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n t i o n  a n d  c o n f l i c t s  among 

s e v e r a l  b r a n c h e s  of t h e  Z a m o r i n ' s  r o y a l  f a m i l y  

a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  h o u s e .  

The  n e x t  i m p o r t a n t  r u l i n g  d y n a s t y  i n  M a l a b a r  

was t h e  K o l a t h i r i e s  o f  K o l a t u n a d  ( t h e  r u l e r s  o f  

C h i r a k k a l ) .  By t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  

t o  t h i s  l a n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a d  become a  p e r m a n e n t  v i c t i m  

o f  i n t r i g u e  among i t s  own f e u d a t o r i e s ,  a n d  h a d  

dismembered i n t o  a  number o f  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s .  When t h e  

E n g l i s h  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  f a c t o r y  a t  T e l l i c h e r r y  i n  

168316 , t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  became 

i n d e p e n d e n t  o u t  o f  t h i s  Kingdom w e r e  R a n d a t a r a ,  

I r u v a n a d ,  K u r u n g o t ,  Cannanore ,  Kot tayam,  Kada thanad  a n d  

some s e m i  i n d e p e n d e n t  o n e s .  

R a n d a t a r a  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  f o u r  

1 7  
i m p o r t a n t  h o u s e s  o f  Achanmars o f  Nambiar c a s t e  . The 

1 6 .  K K N  Kurup H i s t o r y  of t h e  T e l l i c h e r r y  F a c t o r y  1683-  
1794  ( C a l i c u t  U n i v e r s i t y  1 9 8 5 )  PP. 37-54 .  - 

1 7 .  Kando th ,  P a l l i y a t h ,  A y i l l a t h  a n d  A r a y a t h  w e r e  t h e  
f o u r  h o u s e s .  W i l l i a m  Logan A C o l l e c t i o n  o f  
T r e a t i e s ,  Enqaqements  and  o t h e r  p a p e r s  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  a f f a i r s  i n  
M a l a b a r .  P .44  n o t e .  (Hereafter  L o g a n , ~ r e a t i e s ) .  



modern amsons of M a v i l a y i ,  c h e m b i l o d e ,  I r u v e r i ,  

M a k r e r i ,  M u z h i a p p i l a n g a d ,  Edakkad a n d  An j a r a k a n d y  form 

c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t s  of t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

I r u v a l i n a d  ( I r u v a n a d )  w a s  r u l e d  b y  s i x  h o u s e s  

of t h e  Nambiar caste. ' P a n u r ,  P u t h u r ,  T r i p r a n g o t t u r ,  

P a n n i y a n u r ,  P e r i n k u l a m  a n d  K a r i y a  of t h e  p r e s e n t  amsans  

f o r m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  area o f  I r u v a n a d .  1 8  

Kurungo t  f o r m e r l y  a p a r t  o f  I r u v a l i n a d  was  

r u l e d  b y  a N a i r  c h e i f t a i n .  The p r e s e n t  amsams o f  

K a l l a y i  a n d  O l a v i l a m  b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  N a i r  f a m i l y .  The  

A r a k k a l  Swarupam of t h e  A l i r a j a s  o f  C a n n a n o r e ,  t h e  o n l y  

Muslim r o y a l  f m a i l y  i n  M a l a b a r  e n j o y e d  t h e  s u z e r a i n t y  

o v e r  C a n n a n o r e ,  Lakshadweep  i s l a n d s  of t h e  A r a b i a n  sea. 

I n  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  M a l d i v e s  w a s  a t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  

A l i r a  jas .  1 9  

Ko t t ayam o r  c o t i o t e Z O  u n d e r  t h e  P u r a n a d  Rajas 

w a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r i n c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  K o l a t h a n a d .  The 

t e r r i t o r y  l i e s  b e t w e e n  T e l l i c h e r r y  a n d  Wynad. T h i s  

18 .  KKN.  Kurup (ope  tit-1 P - 1 5 -  

1 9 .  PKS R a j a  ' M e d i e v a l  Kerala" ( C a l i c u t  1 9 6 6 )  P.60.  
About  t h e  o r i g i n  of t h f s  Musl im d y n a s t y  i n  M a l a b a r  
d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  a re  t h e r e .  F o r  d e t a i l s  see 
K . K . N .  Kurup ' A l i r a j a s  of C a n n a n o r e ' .  ( ~ r i v a n d r u m  
1 9 7 5 ) .  

20.  Kot tayam i s  refered a s  Cot io te  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  
r e c o r d s .  



h o u s e  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  ro le  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  

1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n  M a l a b a r  P o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  

f u r i o u s  war g r o u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  A a z h a s s i  R a j a  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1795- 

1805 .  Bu t  t h e  sarne r a j a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  e n t e r  a n  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  company when t h e  l a t t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  T e l l i c h e r r y .  21 

Kadathnad  ( k a r t h a n a d )  R a j a s  r u l e d  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  l a y i n g  b e t w e e n  Mahe a n d  K o t t  r i v e r  

( P u t h u p a t t a n a m ) .  Its r u l e r  was  known a s  'Vazhunnauar  

( ~ y n o r e )  of ~ a d a ~ a r a .  S o v e r e i g n i t y  o v e r  t h e  r e g i o n  w a s  

c l a i m e d  by  t h e  K o l a t h i r i .  But  t h e  r u l e r  was p o w e r f u l ,  

t o  a s sume  t h e  t i t l e  R a j a  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 5 0 .  2 2  The 

n o r t h e r n  m o s t  p a r t  o f  K o l a t h i r i  Kingdom was u n d e r  t h e  

management o f  R a j a s  o f  Ni leswaram.  The dismemberment 

o f  t h e  K o l a t h i r i  ~ i n g d o m  was done  e a s i e r  when t h e  r a jas  

f a i l e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  C a n a r e s e  i n v a s i o n .  s o  a number o f  

c h i e f s  a n d  p e t t y  c h i e f t a i n s  p o s s e s s e d  areas u n d e r  t h e i r  

c o n t r o l ,  a n d  m u t u a l  c l a i m s  a n d  o v e r  r u n n i n g s  were s o  

f r e q u e n t  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  a pa ramoun t  power i n  t h e  

w h o l e  M a l a b a r  thcsc ctiief s ,  c11icfLai.11~ a n d  Ra j a s  c o u l d  

21. C.K. Kareem ' K e r a l a  u n d e r  H a i d e r  A l i  and  T i p u  
S u l t a n  ( E r n a k u l a m ,  1 9 7 3 )  P .268 .  

2 2 .  Logan T r e a t i e s  P .13  



e x e r c i s e  or e n j o y  a l i m i t e d  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  t e r r i t o r y .  T h e i r  power was  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  q u a s i - f e u d a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m .  The  

c h i e f s  h a d  t o  r e s e r v e  c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  

the f e u d a l  l o r d s .  Though t h e  r u l e r s  w e r e  h a v i n g  t h e i r  

own t e r r i t o r y  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  power was i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

23 / t h e  N a i r  a r i s t o c r a c y  . K.M.  P a n i c k e r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w a s  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

r o y a l  power i n  K e r a l a .  24 

The Zamorins '  gove rnmen t  was c a r r i e d  on w i t h  

t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  h e r i d i t o r y  N a i r  C h i e f s .  The a b s e n c e  

o f  a s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  p r o v i d e d  a good  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h e  European  powers .  

SOCIETY 

The o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  M a l a b a r ,  a p p e a r s  

0 
t o  h a v e  b e e n  Kurumbras ,  a  p a s q r a l  p e o p l e .  They w e r e  

25 J 

q u i c k l y  d i s p l a c e d  b y  c e r t a i n  new set t lers .  s o o n ,  t h e  

most  dominan t  power of M a l a b a r  P o p u l a t i o n  became t h e  

Brahmins .  A body o f  some m i l i t a r y  c a s t e  o f  D r a v i d i a n  

o r i g i n  c a l l e d  N a i r s  a l s o  o b t a i n e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  p l a c e  i n  

23.  K.M. P a n i k k a r  H i s t o r y  o f  K e r a l a  ( ~ n n a m a l a i  Nagar ,  
1 9 6 0 )  P.18 

24. I b i d  P.19 

25. B.H Baden Powel  Land s y s t e m s  of B r i t i s h  I n d i a  
V o l . 1 1 1  ( O x f o r d ,  1 8 9 2 ) .  P .157 ( H e r e a f t e r  p o w e l ) .  



t h e  l a n d .  O t h e r  m a j o r  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  M a l a b a r  

p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  t h e  T i y y a r s  ( i s l a n d e r s )  who h a d  c o m e  

f r o m  t h e  S o u t h ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  thcrn t h e  c o c o n u t  t r e e ;  

t h e  Vel la lers ,  a n  a q r i c u l t u r a l  t r i b e  f r o m  T a m i l  

c o u n t r y ;  t h e  M a p p i l a s ,  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  e a r l v  I s lamic  

p r e a c h e r s  f r o m  A r a b i a  a n d  t h e  n a t i v e  c o n v e r t s ,  a n d  a  

number of o t h e r  l o w e r  c a s t e  p e o p l e ,  b e s i d e s  a s e c t i o n  

o f  C h r i s t i a n ,  J e w i s h  a n d  o t h e r  q r o u p s .  The  l o w  c a s t e  

p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  t h e  P u l a y a r  P a r a y a s ,  Kanakke r ,  

Cherumar,  P a n i y a n ,  e t c .  

S o c i e t y  h a d  b e e n  d i v i d e d  a n d  a r r a n g e d  on  t h e  

b a s i s  of c a s t e  i n  a h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r  f rom t h e  

' s a c r e d '  t o  t h e  ' u n t o u c h a b l e  ' . T h e  h i g h e s t  c a s t e  o f  

w h i c h  was t h e  Nambood i r i  ~ r a h r n i n s , ~ ~  who c o n s i s t e d  o f  

l a n d e d  a r i s t o c r a t s ,  p r i e s t s  a n d  s c h o l a r s ,  a n d  h a d  

p r o p r i e t o r y  a n d  s u p e r v i s i n g  r i g h t s  o v e r  t e m p l e s  a n d  i t s  

p r o p e r t y  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r u l e r .  T h i s  ' D v i j a n m a '  s a c r e d  

27  
t h r e a d  w e a r e r s ,  w e r e  r e s p e c t e d  b y  a l l  b e l o w  them . 

26.  I n  K e r a l a  t h e  Brahmins  were known b y  t h e  name 
Nambood i r i s  . 
Logan Vol .  I PP-127-28. T h i s  ' r e s p e c t  ' h a d  r e a c h e d  
a t  t i m e s  s o  h o r r i b l e  a s t a g e  t h a t  i f  a low cns t cman  
d i d  n o t  k c c p  a  s t i p u l a t c d  d i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  Brahmin 
on  t h e  l a t t e r s  p r e s e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  p a t h ,  t h e  f o r m e r  
would b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  inhuman p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  e v e n  
f o r  h i s  m u r d e r .  The l i f e  of a c o w  was m o r e  
v a l u a b l e  t h a n  a  low c a s t e  man. T h e  woman f o l k  o f  
low c a s t e  h a d  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  Brahmins  u n c o v e r i n g  
t h e i r  basorn. T h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  mark a ' da r lcage  ' i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of M a l a b a r .  



The f o r e i g n  Brahmins (came f r o m  Tu lunadu  a n d  Tami lnadu  

c a l l e d  ' P a t t a r s '  a c t e d  a s  t h e  m e s s a n q e r s  o f  r u l e r s ,  / 

cooks  o f  r o y a l  h o u s e s  a n d  t e m p l e s ,  a n d  a l s o  a s  i n f e r i o r  

p r i e s t s  d u e  t o  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s ,  f o r  n o t  h a v i n g  

r i g h t s  of Sambandam c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  l a n d  p o s s e s s i o n .  

A B r a h m i n ' s  s t a t u s  was s o  much h i g h  t h a t  it 

was s t a t e d  h i s  p e r s o n  is  h o l y ,  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s  are  

commands, h i s  movements a r e  p r o c e s s i o n s ,  h i s  m e a l s  i s  

n e c t a r ,  h e  i s  t h e  h o l i e s t  of t h e  human b e i n g s ,  h e  i s  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  God on  e a r t h " .  28 W e l l  v e r s e d  i n  

s a n s k r i t  - Vedic  w o r k s ,  t h e  Brahmins  worked  a s  a d v i s o r s  

of n a t i v e  r u l e r s  i n  e x e c u t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  m a t t e r s .  29 

Vedic  works  l i k e  S m r i t i  a n d  Dharma s a s t r a s  a l r e a d y  

r e s e r v e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  a n d  t h e s e  

works  were i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  j u d i c i a l  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Hence,  i t  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  

s u r p r i s e  why t h i s  c l a s s  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  a b s o l u t e  

o w n e r s h i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 

c u l t i v a t i n g  i t .  More d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  i s  r e f e r e d  i n  t h e  

n e x t  c h a p t e r .  

Next comes t h e  N a i r  n o n - c u l t i v a t i n g  m i l i t a r y  

c a s t e  w i t h  s e v e r a l  s u b  s e c t i o n s  l i k e  Kurup ,  Nmbiar ,  

28.  T r a v a n c o r e  c e n s u s  R e p o r t  1873-75 - P.191.  

29 .  Ma laba r  J o i n t  Commission R e p o r t  P a r a . 3 8 9  g i v e s  a  
d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  j u d i c i a l m ~  t to~; .  



A d i y o d i ,  P i l l a i ,  a n d  K a r t h a .  N a i r s  a l s o  p l a y e d  a 

p r o m i n e n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  M a l a b a r  s o c i e t y .  I t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know t h a t  t h i s  caste was e l e v a t e d  i n  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  on a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  women 's Sambandam 

r e l a t i o n 3  w i t h  Namboodi r i  f a m i l y .  The  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  

who c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  ' V a r m a ' ,  c l a i m e d  a s  K s h a t r i y a s ,  

were a c t u a l l y  a n  e l e v a t e d  g r o u p  f rom t h e  Nair C a s t e .  

H i s t o r i a n s  s a y  t h a t  t h e  K s h a t r i y a  r u l i n g  c l a s s  was 

o r i g i n a l l y  a b s e n t  i n  Ma laba r .  So  t h e  above  s e c t i o n  

f i l l e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  They wore  sacred t h r e a d ,  

e n t e r e d  m a r r i a g e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Nambood i r i s .  Bu t  b e i n g  

r u l e r s  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  a c t e d  a s  a  cow p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  

30.  Sambandam i s  a ' l o o s e  - m a r r i a g e '  r e l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  
a n y  w o r r i e s  o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  o b s e r v e d  b y  t h e  
Brahmins  w i t h  N a i r  women. A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  cus tom,  
i n  a Brahmin I l l a m  o n l y  t h e  eldest  s o n  c o u l d  m a r r y  
Brahmin woman. A l l  o t h e r  m a l e s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  N a i r  c a s t e  women f o r  
quenchin 'g  t h e i r  s e x u a l  i n s t i n c t .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  of 
a  b o n d l e s s  m a r r i a g e  r e l a t i o n  h a s ,  o f c o u r s e ,  a n  
economic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The c h i l d r e n  b o r n  i n  t h i s  
un ion  h a d  no  r i g h t  f o r  p r o p e r t y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  ( n o t  
o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p a t e r n i t y  may b e  d o u b t f u l  on 
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  more t h a n  o n e  
m a l e  Nambood i r i s  b u t )  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  Namboodi r i  
I l l a m  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n t a c t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  d i v i s i o n  wh ich  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  a s i n .  
An u n f o r t u n a t e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  was t h a t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Brahmin women c o u l d  n o t  g e t  m a r r i e d  
a s  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t ,  by  r u l e ,  m a r r y  l o w  c a s t e  men 
l i k e  N a i r s  or o t h e r s  a n d  t h i s  n a t u r a l l y  l e d  t o  
f a m i l y  p r o b l e m s  i n  Nomboodi r i  I l l a m .  T h i s  p o o r  
women h a d  t o  l i v $  i n  s e c l u s i o n .  The  v e r y  s t r a n g e  
c u s t o m s  l i k e  'PulAppedi  ' a n d  "Mannappedi  ' s h o u l d  be 
s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  p o o r  f e l l o w  b e i n g  i n  
t h e  I l l a m s .  S h o r t l y ,  t h i s  s y s t e m  was n o t  o n l y  a  
s o c i a l  e v i l  b u t  a n  economic  o r i e n t e d  d e v i c e .  



Brahmin w e l f a r e  g r o u p .  31 T h e  N a i r s  w e r e  b o r n  s o l d i e r s ,  

a l w a y s  b e a r  o n e  o r  a  p a i r  o f  s w o r d s ,  m o s t l y  u n s h e a t h e d ,  

s o  " a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a n d  m u r d e r s  a re  a  common a f f a i r  1132 

"The N a i r s " ,  w r i t e s  B a r b o s a ,  "are t h e  g e n t r y  a n d  h a v e  

1133 no o t h e r  d u t y  t h a n  t o  c a r r y  on  wars 

T i y y a s  a n d  E z h a v a s  w e r e  n u m e r i c a l l v  t h e  

l a r g e s t  b u t  l o w e r  caste i n  M a l a b a r  Hindu S o c i e t y .  They 

w e r e  m o s t  i n d u s t r i o u s  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  t o d d y  t a p p e r s .  34 

Some o f  them were g r e a t  warr iors  ( C h e k o n )  a n d  some t o o k  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  a n i m a l  h u s b a n d r y ,  a n d  w e r e  s e n e r a l l y  

35  a p o l l u t i n g  caste , s t r i c t l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s .  They  w e r e  b a r r e d  f rom 

e n t e r i n g  soc ia l  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  e v e n  f r o m  s u b e r b s  o f  

36 t e m p l e s  a n d  t o w n s  . 

31. K.K.N.  Kurup ( o p .  c i t . )  PP 21-22. 

32.  F r a n c i s  Buchanan  ( o p .  c i t . )  P.389.  

3 3 .  D u r t e  B a r b o s a  ( o p .  c i t . )  P.124.  

3 4 .  Buchanan ( o p .  c i t . )  PP. 415-18 

3 5 .  A d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  
E . T h u r s t o n ,  ' C a s t e  a n d  T r i b e s  of S o u t h e r n  I n d i a '  
( M a d r a s  1 9 0 9 )  V I I  PP.36-116. 

36.  Nagam Ayya. T r a v a n c o r e  s t a t e  Manua l  V o l I I  P .414 .  
They are n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  temples of 
Nairs a n d  Brahmins .  Hence t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  ' t h e i r  
own g o d s  i n  t h e i r  ' K a v u s '  a n d  s h r i n e s  o f  w o r s h i p .  
"They h a v e  t h e i r  own i d o l s  i n  whom t h e y  p u t  t h i r  
f a i t h .  B a r b o s a  ( o p .  c i t . )  n .49  P.60.  



Among t h e  l o w e r  c a s t e  p e o p l e ,  be low T i y y a s ,  

t h e r e  w e r e  Mukkuvas ( f i s h e r m e n )  Kammalans, a r t i s a n s  

g r o u p s  namely  T a t t a n  ( g o l d s m i t h ) ,  K o l l a n s  ( b l a c k - s m i t h )  

m u s a r i s  ( b r a z i e r s )  A s a r i s  ( c a r p e n t e r s )  Chempoth is  

( Copper  s m i t h s )  etc.  The K a n i y a n s  ( V i l l a g e  

a s t r o n o m e r s  ) , t h e  Vannans (Washermen) a n d  K a v a r a s  

( b a s k e t  m a k e r s )  came be low them. 

Again be low came t h e  Cheruman, P u l a y a n ,  

P a n i y a n ,  P a r a y a n  a n d  o t h e r  a b o r i g i n a l  c a s t e s  who 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  j o i n t  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a re  a t t a c h e d  t o  

3 7  t h e  l a n d  a n d  w e r e  s o l d  l i k e  s l a v e s .  . L i v i n g  i n  

a c c u t e  p o v e r t y  a n d  s l a v e r y ,  t h i s  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  l a n d  

l a b o u r e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  

t h e i r  ' p r i v i l e g e d  l o r d s . '  The  s o c i e t y  l o o k e d  down upon 

them c o n t e m p t e o u s l y  a n d  e x p l o i t e d  them 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y .  T h e i r  b l o o d  a n d  s w e a t  b r o u g h t  o u t  

new a r e a s  o f  c u l t i v a t i n g  l a n d  o u t  o f  f o r e s t ,  a n d  i n  

t h i s  t h e y  worked dawn t o  d u s k ,  b u t  w i t h  l i t t l e  outcome 

for  t h e i r  own n e e d s .  Y e t  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  of 

' a p a r t h i e d '  , t h e  mos t  h e i n o u s  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  f e u d a l i s t i c  

c u l t u r e .  The c o d e  of c o n d u c t  f o r  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  

37 .  F o r e i g n  Misc. S e r i a l  No.55, P.24 P a r a . 1 4  q u o t e d  i n  
CK Kareem ( o p .  c i t . )  Note .  1 3 .  P . 2 1 2 .  



s e c t i o n  i n  Ma laba r  was s o  h o r r i b l e  t h a t  some o f  them 

w e r e  t r e a t e d  e v e n  as  a t m o s p h e r i c  p o l l u t i n g "  c a s t e .  38 

Out  s i d e  t h e  Hindu community ~ a ~ ~ i l a s ~ '  formed 

a  p r o m i n e n t  g r o u p  o f  M a l a b a r  p o p u l a t i o n .  They are  t h e  

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  A r a b  Muslim t r a d e r s  a n d  I s l a m i c  

38. T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  s t r ic t  r u l e s  o f  d i s t a n c e  f o r  
p o l l u t i n g  c a s t e s  t o  k e e p  away f rom c a s t e  Hindus .  
' T i y y a p a d '  was a  d i s t a n c e  T i y y a n s  ( E z h a v a s )  h a d  t o  
k e e p  away f r o m  h i g h  c a s t e  - s t r i c t l y  24 f e e t ,  a n d  
'Cherumapad ' l i k e l y  6 4  feet .  C.Achutha Menon. 
'Coch in  S t a t e  Manual ' (Ernakulam 1 9 1 1  ) P .495. The 
s c a l e  of d i s t a n c e  be tween  a  h i g h  c a s t e  a n d  a  Nayadi  
w a s  7 2  f e e t ,  a  P u l a y a  6 4  f ee t ,  Mukkuva 24 f e e t  a n d  
Ezhava 1 8  f e e t .  Logan V o l . 1  P.118. I f  a  p o l l u t i n g  
c a s t e  man o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  way o f  a  N a i r .  t h e  l a t t e r  
would s h o u t  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  t o  k e e p  away a n d  i f  it 
was n o t  f o l l o w e d  s t r i c t l y ,  t h e  N a i r  c a n  k i l l  t h e  
p o l l u t i n g  man w i t h o u t  p e n a l t y .  B a r b o s a  ( o p .  c i t . )  
P  .124. I t  i s  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t ,  i f  a  N a i r  
a p p r e h a n d e d  of h i s  body b e i n g  p o l l u t e d  by  a n  Ezhava 
or Mukkuva, h e  mus t  c u t  him down i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  a s  
a m a t t e r  o f  r i g h t .  Buchanan V o l . 1 1  ( o p .  c i t e d )  
P.410 But  I f  a  Namboodi r i  w a s  t o u c h e d  by a  N a i r  
t h e n  o n l y  t h e  f o r m e r  was p o l l u t e d  a n d  n o t  by  h i s  
p r e s e n c e .  The  M a p p i l a s ,  C h r i s t i a n s ,  J e w s  a n d  s u c h  
non-Hindus a l s o  were n o t  a n  a t m o s p h e r i c  p o l l u t i n g  
g r o u p  b u t  o n l y  by  t o u c h .  It i s  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  i r o n i c  t h a t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a low c a s t e  man 
e n t e r e d  t o  t h e  p r e s i n c t  o f  a  h i g h  c a s t e  m a n ' s  
h o u s e ,  t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  was done  w i t h  c o w  dung.  
S h e i k h  Z a i n u d h i n  ( o p .  c i t . )  P.82.  

3 9 .  Mappi l a  i s  a  name a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Musl ims i n  K e r a l a  
g e n e r a l l y  a n d  t h e  Musl ims  of M a l a b a r  p a r t i c u l a r l v .  
The name ' M a p p i l a '  i s  a n  h o n o r i f i c  t e r m  a p p l i e d  by 
t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  K e r a l a  t o  r e s p e c t e d  v i s i t o r s  a n d  
i m m i q r a n t s  f r o m  a b r o a d .  S .M.  Mohammad Koya, 
~ u s l i m s  o f  Ma laba r  w i t h  s p e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e i r  
d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a ' r a c t e r  (Unpub. PhD t h e s i s  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  C a l c u t  1 9 8 7 )  P .30 .  



p r e a c h e r s  who came a n d  se t t l ed  i n  m era la^', a n d  a l s o  

t h e  n a t i v e  c o n v e r t s .  The  number of Musl ims  i n c r e a s e d  

i n  Ma laba r  a s  t h e  l o w  c a s t e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  l a n d  found  

s h e l t e r  i n  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  f rom t h e i r  f o r m e r  stress a n d  

t o i l  u n d e r  t h e  s t i i c t  a n d  inhuman caste r e s t r i c t i o n s .  41  

The o n l y  mus l im r u l i n g  d y n a s t y  i n  M a l a b a r  was t h e  A l i  

R a j a s  o f  Cannanore .  

I n  t h e  t r a d i n g  and  m e r c h a n t  community of 

Malaba r  t h e  J e w s  a n d - C h r i s t i a n s  formed a  p a r t .  The 

a b s e n c e  of t h e  V a i s h y a s ,  t r a d i n g  p e o p l e  i n  Ma laba r  was 

f i l l e d  b y  this section. 4 2  I n  s h o r t  t h e  s o c i e t y  of 

M a l a b a r  was c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  w a t e r t i g h t  compar tmen t s ,  on  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  r e l i g i o n  a n d  c a s t e  i n  t h e  q u a s i - f e u d a l  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  i n s t i t u t i o n . , .  Whatever  b e  t h e  i d e a  of 

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  v i l l a g e  - economy i n  t h i s  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  c a s t e  a n d  community b a s e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m ,  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t  it r e s u l t e d  i n  

n o t h i n g  b u t  a s y s t e m a t i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  o n e  by  t h e  

o t h e r .  

4 0 .  M a l i k  I b n  d i n a r  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  came t o  K e r a l a  i n  
7 t h  C e n t u r y  AD. see S h e i k  Za inudheen .  ( o p .  c i t . ) .  

4 1 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  p e r u m a l s  
(Empero r )  o f  Ma laba r  went  t o  Mecca on p i l g r i m a g e  
a n d  embraced  I s l a m .  H e  e n c o u r a g e d  h i s  s u b j e c t s  t o  
f o l l o w  I s l a m  and  s e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  M a l a b a r  r u l e r s  
a s k i n g  t o  welcome Muslim M e s s e n g e r s .  B u t  t h e  
h i s t o r i c i t y  of t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i s  d o u b t f u l .  

4 2 .  C.K. Kareem ( o p .  c i t . )  P .298 .  



ECONOMY 

D e s p i t e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  a s  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  t h e  cha rming  b e a u t y  of t h e  h i l l y  

t r a c t s  a n d  p l e a s i n g  s c e n a r y  of t h e  v a l l i e s ,  t h e  Ma laba r  

c o a s t  h a d  b e e n  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  backward  economy o v e r  

y e a r s .  The  d e l i g h t f u l  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t s  d o m e s t i c  l i f e  

w a s  n o t h i n q  b u t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  of i t s  p e c u l i a r  

soc io -economic  s y s  t e m .  

I t  h a d  a  g r e a t e r  number o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n t  r a i n  g i v i n g  

climatic c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  a  v e r y  f e r t i l e  s o i l .  Y e t  it 

h a r d l y  g e n e r a t e d  a n y  f o r c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  main  s o u r c e  o f  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  a  

m a j o r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  e x c e p t  f o r  a f e w  who 

were engaqed  i n  t r a d e ,  commerce, f i s h i n g  and  

h a n d i c r a f t s  a n d  c e r t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

class l i k e  c a r p e n t e r s  g o l d s m i t h  e tc .  

Aga in  Ma1;abar h a d  b e e n  t h e  l a n d  of m a j o r  

e x p o r t s  o f  a wide  r a n g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  l i k e  

c o f f e e ,  t ea ,  t i m b e r ,  p e p p e r ,  cardamon g i n g e r  a n d  o t h e r  

s p i c e s .  Though t h i s  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Wes te rn  

c o a s t  o f  I n d i a  h a d  enough e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  

commerc ia l  m a r k e t  a n d  i t  h a d  great t r a d e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

Arab ,  C h i n e s e  a n d  o t h e r  Wes te rn  c o u n t r i e s  s i n c e  t h e  



v e r y  a n c i e n t  times t h e  s o c i e t y  of t h e  l a n d  h a d  b e e n  

l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  m a j o r  economic  a n d  soc ia l  

c h a n g e s  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  

C u l t i v a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  

p r i m i t i v e  a n d  t h e  r u r a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a o t -  

w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  commercial e x p o s u r e  a p p e a r s  t o  

b e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  i m p o v e r i s h e d  
4 3 .  

Why d i d  a c o u n t r y  w i t h  a  w i d e  r a g e  o f  t r a d e  

c o n t a c t  a n d  commerc i a l  expo , su re  t o  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  

r ema in  backward  e v e n  a f t e r  c e n t u r i e s  o f  t h e s e  

e x p e r i e n c e s  ? T h i s  i s  s a  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n  a s  f a r  a s  

Ma laba r  economic  s y s t e m  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  But  a  s t u d y  o f  

a n t i q u i t i e s  o n l y  would b r i n g  o u t  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  fac ts  

b e h i n d  t h i s .  The  v e r y  s t r a n g e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  

Ma laba r  a n d  i t s  u n i q u e  l a n d  owning s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  

u n e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  l a n d  among t h e  

c o - p r o p r i e t o r s  a r e  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n  fo r  t h i s  backward 

economy. B e s i d e s ,  t h o s e  who w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  l a n d  

a n d  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  were n o t  i n c l i n e d  f o r  t h e  

c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  i t s  improvement .  

4 3 .  Thomas W Shea.  J r . I 1 B a r r i e r s  t o  Economic Development  
i n  T r a d i t i o n a l  S o c i e t i e s .  M a l a b a r ,  a  c a s e  s t u d y " .  
The j o u r n a l  o f  Economic H i s t o r y .  v o l .  XIX ~ o . 4  
December 1 9 5 9  P .504 .  



I n  a  s o c i e t y  which  d e p e n d s  l a r g e l y  on  

a g r i c u l u r e ,  l a n d  f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  of i t s  economic  

t e x t u r e .  The u n i q u e  l a n d  t e n u r e  a n d  i t s  c o m p l e x i t i e s  

a n d  i n t r i c a c i e s  w e r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  h u r d l e  on  t h e  way o f  a  

b e t t e r  economy i n  Ma laba r .  I n  M a l a b a r  t h e  s t a t e  n e v e r  

owned or c l a i m e d  o w n e r s h i p  o f  l a n d  e x c e p t  w h a t  t h e  

r u l e r s  h a d  a c q u i r e d  a s  p e r s o n a l  b e l o n g i n g  b y  e s c h e a t ,  

p u r c h a s e  o r  l a n d  a c q i s i t i o n  etc. 4 4  The l a n d  was m a i n l y  / 

u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  s o c i a l  g r o u p .  

They were n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

b u t  l i v e d  pompously a t  t h e  creamy l a y e r  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  

T h i s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  l a n d  'owing ' c l a s s  was n o t  i n c l i n e d  

f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  work a n d  t h e y  n e v e r  showed i n t e r e s t  

t o  i n v e s t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  works .  So  t h e  improvement  of 

a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  a c o n s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r y  

were f o u n d  s t a g n a t e d .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a s t r o n g  

c e n t r a l i s e d  government  s y s t e m  t h i s  was c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  

t h e  impove r i shmen t  o f  economy d u e  t o  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  

r e a s o n s .  

4 4 .  M.A. Ooman Land Reforms a n d  S o c i o - -  Economic c h a n g e s  
i n  K e r a l a :  An i n t r o d u c t o r y  s t u d y .  ( B a n g a l o r e  
1 9 7 1 )  PP. 28-29 



S h o r t l y ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  f r a m e  work  o f  t h e  

M a l a b a r  economy w a s  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  t h e  h e i r a r c h i c a l  

s y s t e m  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  l i n k e d  b y  a n e t  

work of e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h i s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  f e u d a l i s t i c  a r i s t o c r a c y  w a s  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  

s o c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  areas of t h e  M a l a b a r  

s o c i e t y .  45 T h e i r  a c t i v e  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  pomp a n d  

p l e a s u r e  a n d  t h e i r  a v e r s e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  l a n d  a n d  

p r o u d c t i o n  w e r e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

11.- ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 

On 22  S e p t e m b e r  1 5 9 9 ,  i n  t h e  F o u n d e r s  H a l l  i n  

London M r .  S t e p h e n  Soame, t h e  L o r d  Mayor o f  London ,  

o c c u p i e d  t h e  c h a i r  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  a h u n d r e d  

' a d v e n t u r e r s ' .  T h e  d a r i n g  s p i r i t  o E l i z a b a t h a n  Age a n d  

t h e  f r e q u e n t  m a r i t i m e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of t h e  E n g l i s h  

a d v e n t u r s  h a d  i n s p i r e d  t h e m  t o  summon t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  

a i m  o f  a  c h a r t e r  o f  t r a d c  m o n o p o 1 . y  i n  m i n d  a n d  

s u b s t a n t i a l  p o u n d s  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  v e n t u r e .  4 6  T h e y  

f r a m e d  ' T h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  Company o f  m e r c h a n t s  of London 

T r a d i n g  i n t o  E a s t  I n d i e s '  of 1 0 1  s h a r e s .  O n  3 1  

December 1 6 0 0  t h e y  s e c u r e d  a c h a r t e r  of m o n o p o l y  o v e r  

45.  A d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  l a n d  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  g i v e  i n  c h a p t e r  s e c o n d .  

46.  James M i l l  H i s t o r y  o f  I n d i a  ( D e l h i  1 9 7 2 )  I P.14 



E a s t  I n d i e s '  t r a d e  f r o m  Queen  E l i z e b a t h  f o r  1 5  y e a r s .  

The Gama IZpoch4' h a d  a l r e a d y  c r e a t e d  a n  e n t h u s i a s m  

among t h e  Eu ropean  t r a d e r s  fo r  t h e i r  own p a r t  i n  t h e  

e x p l o r a t i o n  of new t r a d e  r o u t e  a n d  now t h e  Dutch  w e r e  a 

matter of j e a l o u s l y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  m e r c h a n t s  f o r  t h e  

48 F o u n d e r s  H a l l  c o n f e r e n c e  . 

I n  1 6 5 7  t h e  London Company was  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  

"one  c o n t i n u o u s  j o i n t  s t o c k "  b y  a c h a r t e r  4 9  . o n  5 

Sep t ember  1 6 9 8  a c o n s o r t i u m  o f  m e r c h a n t s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

p e r s u a d i n g  t h e  House o f  commons t o  a c c e p t  p r o p o s a l s  

embodying them a s  a new E a s t  I n d i a  Company. T h e  t w o  

c o m p a n i e s ,  t h u s ,  worked  f o r  o n e  n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  same 

p u r p o s e .  50 Later  i n  1 7 0 8 ~ ~  f e a r i n g  t h e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  

of s u c h  a s y s t e m  a " c h a r t e r  o f  Union"  was p r o m u l g a t e d  

b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  The  r e s u l t  w a s  t h e  

47.  Vascoda  Gama, a P o r t u g u e s e  n a v i g a t o r ,  l a n d e d  a t  
C a l i c u t  on 2 7 t h  May 1498 .  

48. I n  1 5 9 5  t h e  Dutch  s e n t  f o u r  s h i p s  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  
E a s t  w h i c h  made j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  f o r  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  t r a d e  w i t h  I n d i a .  I b i d  P.4.  

4 9 .  A.B. K e i t h  ' A  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  H i s t o r y  of I n d i a ' .  
1600-1935 ( A l l a h a b a d  1 9 6 1 )  PP-17-8. 

5 0 .  J o h n  B r u c e  " A n n a l s  o f  E n q l i s h  E a s t  I n d i a  Company" 
(London  1 8 1 0 )  I11 P.251 .  

51.  The  y e a r  g i v e n  i n  P .J. M a r s h a l ' s  P r o b l e m s  o f  Empi r e  
B r i t a i n  a n d  I n d i a  1757-1813  (London  1 9 6 8 )  i s  1709  
P.193.  



f o r m a t i o n  of ' U n i t e d  Company o f  M e r c h a n t s  of England  

t r a d i n g  t o  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  more p o p u l a r l y  known a s  t h e  

E n g l i s h  E a s t  I n d i a  company ' . 

ORGANISATION 

T o  manage t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  company a  " C o u r t  

o f  D i r e c t o r s "  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  s h a r e  h o l d e r s  was formed.  

The t r a d i n g  c e n t r e s  of t h e  company w e r e  known a s  

" F a c t o r i e s "  a n d  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  a s  " F a c t o r s " .  Each o f  

s u c h  f a c t o r y  h a d  a  c h i e f - f a c t o r  who managed t h e  

commerc i a l  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  it. Soon t h e  number 

o f  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  a r e a  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  b e g a n  t o  

e n l a r g e .  The e x t e n t  o f  t h e  f a c t o r i e s '  i n f l u e n c e  began  

t o  widen  t o  o t h e r  non-commercial  a r e a s  a l s o .  

The c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  home gove rnmen t  o v e r  t h e  

company w a s  a l i t t l e  s c a n t .  The company o f f i c i a l s  

began  t o  b e  c o r r u p t  a n d  were f o u n d  c h i e f l y  m o t i v a t e d  b y  

t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  

company u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  R e g u l a t i n g  

A c t s  of 1773  was p a s s e d .  The  g o v e r n o r  was t h e  h e a d  o f  

t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  Ry t h i s  A c t  g o v e r n o r  o f  Rcngal.,  w a s  

empowered a s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  o f  who le  B r i t i s h  

p o s s e s s i o n  i n  I n d i a  a n d  h e  was g i v e n  c e r t a i n  powers  

o v e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  company. '* To a s s i s t  a n d  

5 2 .  Warren H a s t i n g s  was e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r  
g e n e r a l  



c o u n s e l  him i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a f o u r  member c o u n c i l  w a s  

fo rmed.  The P i t t  I n d i a  A c t  o f  1784  b r o u g h t  t h e  company 

u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  A 6  member 

c o u n c i l  w a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  England  f o r  t h e  a f f a i r s  of 

t h e  company a n d  t h e  c o u n c i l  of g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  w a s  

r e d u c e d  t o  t h r e e .  The g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  became more 

p o w e r f u l  a n d  h e  was a n s w e r a b z e  t o  t h e  home s o v e r n m e n t .  

TRADE TO EMPIRE 

The  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  company 

government  was t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  of t h e  

f a c t o r i e s  i n t o  c e n t r e s  of p o l i t i c a l  maneuver .  Bu t  was 

it a p o l i c y  chanqe  f rom ' T r a d e  t o  E m p i r e 1 ? .  I n  1 6 8 9  

t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " t h e  i n c r e a s e  of 

o u r  r e v e n u e  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  o u r  c a r e  a s  much a s  o u r  

5 3  t r a d e "  . So i n  a l i t t l e  o v e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  t h e  E a s t  

I n d i a  company was t r a n s f o r m e d  f rom a body o f  t r a d e r s  

i n t o  t h e  r u l e r s  o f  I n d i a n  p r o v i n c e s  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  

of f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  m i l l i o n .  5 4  T h i s  wave of e x p a n s i o n  

w a s  i n  n o  s e n s e  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  of p l a n s  o f  c o n q u e s t  

drawn up  a t  home. 55 I n  1 7 6 7  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  E a s t  

I n d i a  Company t o l d  t h e  House o f  Commons " t h e  g e n e r a l  

53 .  B ipan  Chandra  Modern I n d i a  ( N e w  D e l h i ,  1 9 8 6 )  P.55 

54.  P . J .  M a r s h a l l  ( o p .  c i t . )  P.15 

55.  I b i d  P.17 



t e n o r  of t h e  company ' s  o r d e r s  w e r e  n o t  t o  a c t  

o f f e n s i v e l y .  W e  d o  n o t  wan t  c o n q u e s t  a n d  power ,  I t  i s  

commerc ia l  i n t e r n a l  o n l y  w e  l o o k  f o r  "56 B u t  h a p p e n i n g s  

i n  t h i s  l a n d  was n o t  l i k e  t h i s .  H e  l a m e n t e d  t h a t  

m i l i t a r y  " o p e r a t i o n s "  g rew i n s e n s i b l y  f rom o n e  t r o u b l e  

t o  a n o t h e r " ,  a n d  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  c o n q u e s t  a l w a y s  

came f r o m  t h e  company ' s  s e r v a n t s  i n  I n d i a .  5  7  Soon t h e  

company became ~ i w a n  o f  B e n g a l  a n d  it h a d  f i x e d  r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l a n d s  of I n d i a .  

B u t  w h a t e v e r  t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  i n  I n d i a  

a c h i e v e d  t h e  home gove rnmen t  had  n o  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  f o r  

s u c h .  O f c o u r s e ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  

most of t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  m o t i v a t e d  them t o  t h i s .  5 8  

B e s i d e s  company d e a l i n g s  many o f  t h e  fac tors  c a r r i e d  on 

t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  t r a d e .  R o b e r t  A d a m s ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  c h i e f  

o f  T e l l i c h e r y  ( 1 7 1 4 )  made a n  e x c e l l e n t  p e r s o n a l  p r o f i t  

b y  i m p o r t i n g  Benga l  op ium a n d  s e n d i n g  it u p - r i v e r  o n  

empty company pewper  b o a t s  

G e r a l s  A u n g i e r ,  Gove rnor  o f  Bombay w r o t e  t o  

t h e  Director o f  t h e  Company i n  London; t h e  t i m e  now 

56. I b i d  

57 .  I b i d  

58 .  A l e x a n d e r  H a m i l t o n ,  A new Accoun t  o f  t h e  E a s t  
i n d i e s  voyages  a n d  T r a v e l s .  V o l  V I I I .  E d i t e d  b y  

- - -  - .  - - a  

J o h n  p i n k e r t i o n  (London,  1811) P.378. 



r e q u i r e s  you t o  manage y o u r  g e n e r a l  commerce w i t h  sword 

i n  y o u r  h a n d s " .  5 9  SO g r a d u a l l y  t h e  t r a d e r s  became 

c o n q u e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  moved f r o m  t r a d e  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  d e f e n c e ,  d i p l o m a t i c  

n e g o t i a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of j u s t i c e ,  m a i n t a n a n c e  of 

l a w  a n d  o r d e r  a n d  a r b i t r a t i o n .  H e r e  t h e  ro le  of a n  

n a t i v e  r u l e r s  was n o t  less i m p o r t a n t .  

The  w e a l t h  of I n d i a  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n  t i o n  

of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a i o n  i n  Eng land ,  a n d  wheneve r  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t  l o a d g e d  c r i t ic i sm o f  t h e  company ' s  s t e p s  i n  

I n d i a ,  t h e y  t r i ed  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  

new c o n q u e s t s  i n  I n d i a  b e l o n g e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  crown a n d  

n o t  t o  t h e  company. They h e l d  t h a t  t h e  r e v e n u e s  o f  

I n d i a  would  become t h e  r e d u m p t i o n  of a  n a t i o n . . . ' a  k i n d  

of  g i f t  f rom heaven '160 .  So  " I n d i a  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  

11 6 1  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economic  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  B r i t a i n  . 
So t h e  n e x t  s t e p  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  qove rnmen t  w a s  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  conlpany a t  i t s  sole  c o n t r o l .  The  gove rnmen t  

o f  Eng land  p r o p o s e d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  company ' s  c o n t r o l  a n d  

by  v a r i o u s  r e g u l a t i n g  a c t s  t h e  company ' s  power w a s  

r e s t r i c t e d .  By 1857  t h e  company was a b o l i s e d  a n d  1 n d i a  

was b r o u g h t  u n d e r  t h e  crown. 

5 9 .  Quoted  i n  B ipan  Chandran  ( o p - c i t )  P . 5 5 -  

6 0 .  P . J .  M a r s h a l l  ( o p . c i t )  P .30 

61.  I b i d  P.78 



COMPANY IN THE LAND OF MALABAR 

Ralph  F i t c h  was t h e  f i r s t  Eng l i shman  t o  v i s i t  
u 

C a l i c u t  ( 1 5 8 8 ) .  6 2  L a t e r  i n  1 5 9 1  C a p t a i n  Raymond 

s t a r t e d  w i t h  3  s h i p s  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  I n d i a .  I n  1 5 9 6  

a g a i n  a n o t h e r  E n g l i s h  t r a d e  g r o u p  came t o  I n d i a .  A 

t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t  w a s  s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  be tween  

a n  I n d i a n  s o v e r i g n  a n d  a n  Eng l i shman  i n  1 6 1 5 .  C a p t a i n  

k e e l i n g  r e a c h e d  a t  C r a n g a n o r e  w i t h  3  s h i p s  a n d  e n t e r e d  

a  t r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  Zamorin i n  t h i s  y e a r .  6 3  The t r e a t y  

w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  g e t  t h e  E n g l i s h  h e l p  a g a i n s t  t h e  

P o r t u g u e s e .  The t e r m s  o f  t h e  t r e a t y  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  

s u b m i s s i v e  f r o m  t h e  Z a m o r i n ' s  p a r t .  I t  r e a d  " t h e  who le  

t r a d e  of t h e  E n g l i s h  i n  w h a t s o e v e r  commodity e i t h e r  

i m p o r t e d  o r  e x p o r t e d  s h a l l  p a y ,  y i e l d  o r  a l l o w  n o  

manner  o f  c u s t o m ,  i m p o s i t i o n ,  t a x  o r  t o l l  o r  a n y  o t h e r  

d u t y  o f  w h a t s o e v e r  q u a n t i t y .  6 4  T h i s  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  

t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  t o w a r d s  t h e  European .  

So  t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  a c c o m o d a t i v e  o f  t h e  

European  t r a d e r s .  

The  t i d e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  economic  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  Europe  a n d  t h e  power s t r u g g l e  among 

62. K.P. Padmanabha Menon. H i s t o r y  of K e r a l a  I .  ( N e w  
D e l h i ,  1 9 8 4 )  P.235 a l s o  Ra lph  F i t c h  M,Voyages o f  
R a l p h  M F i t c h  E n q l a n d ' s  P i o n e e r  t o  I n d i a  ( e d . )  
R i c h a r d  H a k l u y t  PP .185-6. 

63.  KPP Menon. I b i d  I No.4 P.240 

64 .  J o h n  Bruce  I ( o p . c i t )  P.178 



t h e i r  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h i s  l a n d  b e g a n  t o  re f lec t  t h e  n a t i v e  

p o l i t i c s .  The s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  M a l a b a r  was s o  

f a v o u r a b l e  f o r  t h e s e  powers .  Each r u l e r  w a s  e a g e r  t o  

s p r e a d  r e d  c a r p e t  f o r  them. One l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  Eng land  

b y  t h e  f a c t o r s  r e a d ,  "The King o f  B a t a c o l a  a n d  

Cannanore  o f f e r s  l a n d  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  b u i l d i n g  f o r t s .  

The company ' s  n e g l e c t  of f o r t i f i c a t i o n  h a s  b r o u g h t  them 

i n t o  c o n t e m p t  .... I f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o f f e r s  b e  n o t  

a c c e p t e d ,  t h e  Dutch  w i l l  e a s i l y  b e  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  

t r a d e .  65  To e n c o u r a g e  a n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h  t h e  

Zamorin n o t  o n l y  exempted  t h e  E n g l i s h  from t h e  paymen t s  

of a l l  e x p o r t  d u t i e s  e x c e p t  o n  p e p p e r ,  b u t  a s  a  mark of 

s p e c i a l  f a v o u r  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  f a c t o r y  

a n  a n n u a l  p r e s e n t  of o n e  t h o u s a n d  f anams .  6 6  To b u i l d  a 

f o r t  a t  ~ e l l i c h e r r ~  Zamurin a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  "wha t  

67 m a t e r i a l s  t h e y  wan ted  f r o m  C a l i c u t  a s  d u t y  free . I n  

a r o y a l  w r i t i n g  t o  M r .  Adams ( C h i e f  of t h e  f a c t o r y )  t h e  

R a j a  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a n y  d i s p u t e  a r o s e  be tween  t h e  

f a c t o r y  a n d  t h e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  name of v a l u e  of a n  

a r t i c l e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  would  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  t a k e  a n  o a t h  

65 .  E.B. S a i n s b u r y . ( e d . )  A c a l e n d e r  o f  c o u r t  m i n u t e  of 
t h e  E a s t  I n d i a  Company. 1 6 3 5  - 1 6 7 9 .  ( London, 
1 9 0 7 )  P .295 .  

6 6 .  Logan T r e a t i e s .  P t .  I.  No.1. P .I 

67 .  T e l l i c h e r r y  D i a r y  1 7 4 3 - 4 4  - P.67  



i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  68 a n d  " i f  a n y  d e b i t o r  wen t  i n t o  t h e  

f a c t o r v  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  none  w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  t h e r e  t o  

d i s t u r b  them".  6 9 

K o l a t h i r i  R a j a  a l s o  g a v e  s imi la r  r o y a l  

w r i t i n s s  s t a t i n g ,  " A l l  t h e  t r a d e  a n d  f a r m s  w i t h i n  o u r  

and  o u r  p r e d e c e s s o r s '  t e r r i t o r y  a r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  

E n g l i s h  company, save t h a t  g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  Dutch  

company- If a n y  o t h e r  emporor  o r  a n y  o t h e r  s t r a n g e r  

comes t o  t h i s  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  company c a n ,  i n  

o u r  name, p u n i s h ,  p r e v e n t  a n d  d r i v e  away. 70  I n  a n o t h e r  

r o y a l  w r i t i n g  by  t h e  King of B a d a k k l e n k u r  on  2 1 s t  

November 1 7 6 0 ,  t h e  company was t o  receive t h e  "whole  

r i g h t  of c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  c u s t o m s  i n  a l l  p l a c e s  i n  t h e i r  

d o m i n i o n s "  on  c o n d i t i o n  o f  p a y i n g  21 ,000  S i l v e r  f anams  

71  a n n u a l l y  . The n o r t h e r n  r e q e n t  of K o l a t h i r i  a d v i s e d  

t h e  company t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e i r  

warehouse ,  a n d  h i m s e l f  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  f o r  

it. 72 The ~ u r u n ~ o t  N a i r  c o n s e n t e d  i n  1 7 1 9  t h e  E n g l i s h  

- -- - - - - 
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t o  erect a  warehouse  a t  Moyalan a n d  t o  d o  a  d u t y  f ree  

73 I n  s h o r t ,  w h i l e  t h e  company c o n t i n u e d  t r a d e  t r a d e  . 
a n d  commerc i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  i t s  s h r e w e d  d i p l o m a c y ,  t h e  

n a t i v e  r u l e r s  m o s t l v  w e r e  t a k i n g  p a i n  t o  accomoda te  t h e  

new ' e m p i r e  b u i l d e r s ' .  

Wherever  t h e  company f a i l e d  i t s  t a c t i c s  t o  win  

f a v o u r  of t h e  n a t i v e s ,  t h e y  a d o p t e d  a p o l i c y  of 

pressure by h e l p i n g  e n e m i e s  o f  the p a r t y  c o n c e r n e d .  

War a m u n i t i e s  were s p e n t  l a r g e l y  among t h e  n a t i v e  

r u l e r s  t o w a r d s  t h i s  e n d .  R e t i r i n g  f rom Cochin  a t  i t s  

f a l l  i n  1 6 6 3  t h e  E n g l i s h  opened  a  f a c t o r y  a t  C a l i c u t  i n  

1664 .  

I n  1699  t h e  Zamorin g a v e  a  r e d u c t i o n  of 25% i n  

t h e  d u t y  on  p e p p e r  a t  C a l i ~ u t , ~ ~  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e d  them t o  

c o n t i n u e  i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y .  B u t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  companv 

a c t i v i t i e s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  M a l a b a r ,  w h e r e  p e p p e r  

w a s  a b u n d a n t .  The y e a r  1669  K o l a t h i r i  p r i n c e  p e r m i t t e d  

t h e  E n g l i s h  t o  occupy  a n  o l d  p o r t  i n  t h e  mouth of t h e  

r i v e r  B a l i p a t a m  a n d  t h e y p a i d  a  c u s t o m  d u t y  o f  2 1 / 2 %  

a n d  a n  a n n u a l  s u b s i d y  o f  200 s e q u i n s  t o  t h e  p r i n c e .  
75  

73. I t  w a s  t h e  same Nair ,  t o o k  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  r e v o l t  f o r  
t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  i n  M a l a b a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  E n g l i s h  over 
t h e  r i g h t  o f  c u s t o m s  i n  T e l l i c h e r r y .  

74 .  Logan. ' T r e a t i e s '  P t .  I. N o . 1 1  P .2  
CC 

75.  C h a r l e s  ' Faw+tt ,  'The  E n q l i s h  f a c t o r i e s  i n  I n d i a  
1670-77.  I  ondo don, 1 9 3 6 )  PP .288 .89 .  



But  t h e  n a t i v e s  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e i r  h o s t i l e  

a t t i t u d e  c o m p e l l e d  t h e  company t o  d i s s o l v e  t h i s  f a c t o r y  

on  2 0 t h  March 1 6 7 5 .  76  However t h e  company c o n c e n t r a t e d  

i t s  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  A s  a r e s u l t  a w e l l  

e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t o r y  w a s  o p e n e d  a t  T e l l i c h e r r y .  77 

O r i g i n a l l y  a F r e n c h  s e t t l e m e n t  l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  them i n  

1682  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h  it w a s  

a s s i g n e d  b y  t h e  ~ o l a t h i r i  p r i n c e  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  f o r  a  

payment  o f  c u s t o m s  a s  was d o n e  b y  t h e  F r e n c h .  78 A l i  

Raja o f  Cannanare m & d e  friendly r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

E n g l i s h  a n d  d e n i e d  t h e  c l a i m  of t h e  F r e n c h  o v e r  it. 

Now t h e  E n g l i s h  s h i f t e d  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r  f r o m  C a l i c u t  

t o  T e l l i c h e r r y  f a c t o r y  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  

t h e  f i n e s t  p e p p e r  a n d  cardomom l a n d s  i n  n o r t h  

M a l a b a r ,  79 L a t e r  a  f a c t o r y  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h i s  w a s  

e s t a b l i s h e d '  u n d e r  a  g r a n t  d a t e d  25 O c t o b e r  1 7 5 1  

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  King  of Bednur  of Honore .  8  0  

76 ,  K K N  Kurup. ' H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  T e l l i c h e r r y  F a c t o r y '  
P .41  

7 7 ,  The f a c t o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  e a r l y  as  1 6 8 3  d u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  of J o h n  c h i l d  i b i d .  P .46  

78 .  L e t t e r  D t .  28 Augus t  1 6 8 2 ,  1 0 8  S u r a t .  146-147  
q u a t e d  i n  . F a w c e t t  ( o p . c i t )  n .23.  pp.394-5 

79 .  J ames  F o r b e s  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  t h e  
"Mount p i l l a r  of I n d i a " .  O r i e n t a l  M e m o i r s  I. 
(London, 1 8 1 3 )  P.315 

80 .  Logan,  T r e a t i e s  p t .  I No.LXVI1 p . 5 7  



N o t  o n l y  t r a d e  monopoly t h e  E n g l i s h  w e r e  

e n j o y i n g  i n  t h e s e  t e r r i tor ies ,  b u t  t h e y  e n j o y e d  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  cus tom a n d  r e v e n u e  e i t h e r  f r o m  l e a s e d  o u t  

or  f r o m  c e d e d  l a n d s .  On 1st March 1 7 4 1  t h e  R a n d a t h a r a  

Achanmar m o r t g a g e d  t o  t h e  T e l l i c h e r r y  f a c t o r y  w h o l e  

r e n t  f rom t h e  f i e l d s  a n d  g a r d e n  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  i n  l i e u  

of 60 ,000  f anams  t a k e n  on  l o a n  f r o m  t h e  f a c t o r y .  They 

also a g r e e d  t o  pay  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  amount a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r  

w i t h  a n  i n t e r e s t  o f  6000 f a n a m s ,  a n d  a l so  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  

f a c t o r y  i n  r e a l i s i n g  r e v e n u e  f rom t h e  p e o p l e .  81 1 n  an  

o b l i g a t i o n  g i v e n  by  t h e  King of B a d u k k e l a n k u r  t o  t h e  

company, t h e  r e v e n u e  from R a n d a t h a r a ,  P u d a t e d a t t a  n a d  

a n d  Kunhimagalam w a s  m o r t g a g e d  t o  it on  9 t h  Sep tember  

1760  f o r  payment  o f  d e b t s  t o  t h e  company b y  him. 8 2  

Again  on  2 3 r d  March 1 7 6 5 ,  t h e  P r i n c e  r e q e n t  Ravivarma 

made a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  company c h i e f ,  by  wh ich  t h e  

f o r m e r  c e d e d  R a n d a t a r a  a n d  i t s  r e n t s  a n d  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  

company's  p r o t e c t i o n  t o w a r d s  d i s c h a r g i n q  t h e  Achanmar ' s  

d e b t s .  The  Achanmar h a d  t o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

a g r e e m e n t ,  a ss i s t  t h e  company i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n .  83 So t h e  company r e a l i s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

amount of r e v e n u e  a n d  c u s t o m s  f r o m  t h e  l a n d .  D u r i n g  

81. Logan ' T r e a t i e s '  P t .  I .  No-XLIV. PP.43-4 

8 2 .  I b i d .  No. LXXV. P.64 

83 .  I b i d .  No.LXXX1 - L X X X I I .  P.69 - 70 



1671-88 ,  t h e  cus tom t o  t h e  crown y i e l d e d  fanam 5 , 5 5 , 7 5 2  

p e r  annuam. 8 4  S h o r t l y  a  s h r e w e d  d i p l o m a c y  of t h e  

f a c t o r y  men, a n d  e x c e s s i v e  g r e e d  f o r  f o r e i g n  money a n d  

m u t u a l  h a t r e d  a n d  j e l o u s l y  among t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s ,  

h e l p e d  t h i s  t r a d e r s  t o  b u i l d  a  n a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l a n d  b y  

t h e  r e v e n u e  t h e y  e x a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  same l a n d ,  

By t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i rs t  h a l f  of 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  came d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  T e l l i c h e r r y  f a c t o r y  

T a b l e  - 1-1 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE O F  ACQUISITION OF 

MALABAR BY ENGLISH EAST I N D I A  COMPANY 

8  4. Ande r son ,  'An H i s t o r i c a l  and  C h r o n o l o g i c a l  
D e d u c t i o n  on t h e  O r i g i n  o f  C o m m e r c e  f rom t h e  
E a r l i e s t  Accoun t s .  (London,  1 8 0 1 )  Vol .11.  P.579.  

S1.  N o  

1. 
2 .  
3 .  
4. 
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 .  

9 .  
1 0 ,  

, P l a c e  

C a l i c u t  ( F a c t o r y )  
Madakara  
T e l l i c h e r r y  ( F a c t o r y )  
Chetwye i s l a n d  
Dharmapatam i s l a n d  
R a n d a t a r a  
F o r t  mount D e l l y  
The  Malaba r  d i s t r i c t  u n d e r  
Bombay ~ r e s i d e n c v  ( E x c e p t  
Coch in  a n d  Wvnad) 
Cochin  a n d  T u n g a c h e r r y  
Wynad 

Y e a r  of 
A c q u i s i t i o n  

1616  
1 6 6 9  
1 6 8 3  
1 7 1  5 
1734 
1 7 4 1  
1 7 5 3  
1 7 9 2  

1793  
1 8 0 3  



w e r e ,  T e l l i c h e r r y  p r o p e r ,  85 Moyalan 8  6 , Darmapatam 

88  i s l a n d 8 7  R a n d a t a r r a  a n d  Grove  i s l a n d s .  S e e  t a b l e  1-1 

f o r  t h e  company ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n .  With t h e  e x t e n t  of 

t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  a  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  w a s  

o r q a n i s e d  by t h e  f a c t o r y  men. L a t e r ,  when M a l a b a r  w a s  

c e d e d  t o  t h e  company, t h e  r e c o r d s  l e f t  b e h i n d  b y  t h e  

f a c t o r y  o f f i c i a l s  g a v e  e l a b o r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  t h e  l a t e r  r u l e r s  i n  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e v e n u e .  

TELLICHERRY FACTORY, A FORERUNNER 

F a c t o r y ,  a  lower commerc i a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

u n i t  of t h e  company, was managed b y  a  b o a r d  p r e s i d e d  

o v e r  by  a  c h i e f  as iss ted  b y  c o u n c e l l o r s  known a s  

f a c t o r s .  Each member o f  t h e  b o a r d  s u p e r v i s e d  s e p e r a t e  

b r a n c h e s  o f  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  One o f  s u c h  members 

s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  c u s t o m s  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  

p l a c e s  u n d e r  t h e  company ' s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  S e p e r a t e  

s t a f f  was a p p o i n t e d  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  f rom e a c h  

85.  Ceded by  t h e  n o r t h e r n  P r i n c e  of K o l a t h n a d  i n  1 7 0 8 .  
Loqan T r e a t i e s .  P t .  I .  N o .  I1 

8 6 .  Ceded b y  Kurungot  N a i r  i n  1719 .  I b i d .  N o . V I .  P.4 

87 .  Ceded by Udayavarman of P a l l i p a l a c e  i n  1734 .  I b i d .  
N o . X X I  P .19 

88 .  Mor tgaged  b y  t h e  Achanmar i n  1 7 4 1  I b i d .  No.XLIV. 
P .  43 



area. T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a g e n c y  w a s  u n d e r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a member o f  t h e  b o a r d .  The  s t a f f  

a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  

f a c t o r y  l a n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  R a n d a t a r a  w e r e  o n e  co l l ec to r ,  

t w o  a s i s s t a n t s  o n e  w r i t e r  ( n a t i v e )  o n e  T i y y a r  a n d  t w o  

8 9  s e p o y s  . B u t  a s  r e g a r d s  t o  m o r t g a g e d  R a n d a t a r a ,  t h e  

f a c t o r y  a p p o i n t e d  a n  i n s p e c t o r  of r e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  

s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  board. 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1 7 4 0  i t s e l f ,  a c o l l e c t o r  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h i s  e f fec t  i n  Dha rmapa t t am w i t h  a s a l a r y  

of Rs .20  p e r  month.  The  a r e a  was  p r o p e r l v  s u r v e y e d  

i n t o  q u a r t s  a n d  v e r g e s  a n d  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  e a c h  

p l o t  was  l i s t e d  f o r  mak ing  a s s e s s m e n t .  House t a x  was  

l e v i e d  a f t e r  a p r o p e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  o w n e r s  

b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  caste a s  p r i m a r y  c r i t e r i a .  

Houses  of Brahmins  a n d  Nairs  w e r e  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t a x e s .  

B u t  when a n  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  made i n  1 7 8 5  t h e  N a i r s  who 

w e r e  e n j o y i n g  e x e m p t i o n  of t h i s  t a x ,  waq a l s o  b r o u g h t  

u n d e r  a s s e s s m e n t .  Men w e l l  a c q u i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l i t y  

w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  

v a l u e  f o r  a s s e s s m e n t .  The  s h a r e  of g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  

g r a i n  p r o d u c t s  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of 

8 9 .  D i a r y  8  J u l y  1 7 8 8 .  D.C.MSS. S e r i a l  1 5 0 2 .  PP.174-5 

9 0 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  Bombay t o  T e l l i c h e r r y  20 A p r i l  1744  



91  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  T h i s  was 40% of t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  . 
From t h e  rest of t h e  60% t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  e x p e n s e ,  s e e d  

a n d  t h e  s h a r e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  

h a d  t o  b e  m e t .  T h i s  s y s t e m ,  however ,  w a s  n o t  f o l l o w e d  

i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  t e r r i t o r y  i n  M a l a b a r .  

But  t h i s  was t h e  s y s t e m ,  by  a n d  l a r g e ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  

company government  l a t e r  i n  M a l a b a r .  Waste l a n d s  w e r e  

g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  p e o p l e  fo r  c u t i v a t i o n  a s  r e n t  

f ree f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  9 2  F r u i t  b e a r i n g  trees 

w e r e  assessed a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  rate.  

T a b l e  1-2 

R a t e  o f  A s s e s s m e n t  of F r u i t  b e a r i n g  trees 

O t h e r  i m ' p o r t a n t  means o f  r e v e n u e  w e r e  a b k a r y ,  

No. 

1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  . 

f e r r y ,  cus tom,  e tc .  F a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  punch  h o u s e s  

a n d  e n f o r c e d  r u l e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a l e .  r a t e  e tc .  f o r  

P a r t i c u l a r s  

J a c k  t r ee  ( F r u i t  b e a r i n g )  
P e p p e r  v i n e s  ( o n e  t r e e )  
Coconut  t ree  
B e t e l n u t  ( A r e c a n u t  ) 

a r t i c l e s .  Wine, b e e r ,  rum a n d  a r r a c k  w e r e  s o l d  a t  t h e  

R s .  QS. R 

0  1 60 
0  0  8  0  

0  0  1 0  
0 0  2 0  

91 .  D i a r y  1 6  March 1772 .  D.C.MSS. S e r i a l  1483 .  P.49 

92.  D i a r y  1 8 ,  May 1 7 8 5  DC MSS s e r i a l  1 4 9 9  - P.78 Under 
t h e  n a t i v e  s y s t e m  of t e n u r e  t h i s  t y p e  of l a n d s  w e r e  
know a s  I<uzll iklcnllam l.c?rid. 



p r e s c r i b e d  r a t e  o n l v ,  9 3  
I t  w a s  g i v e n  i n  a u c t i o n  fo r  3  

y e a r s  a n d  t h e  a u c t i o n e d  amount  c o u l d  b e  p a i d  i n  

i n s t a l m e n t s .  T h o s e  who d o  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e s e  r u l e s  w e r e  

f i n e d  h e a v i l y .  Revenue  f r o m  t h e  p u n c h  h o u s e s  a l o n e  f o r  

t h e  y e a r  1 7 6 4  w a s  Rs .1008 ,  9 4  T h e  t o t a l  r e v e n u e  f r o m  

T e l l i c h e r r y  a n d  Moylan i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 8 5  was  Rs.10120.  9 5  

T h e s e  a m o u n t s  show t h a t  a t  a n  e a r l v  p e r i o d  i t s e l f  t h e  

company was a b l e  t o  r e a l i z e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount  f r o m  

t h e s e  h e a d s  of r e v e n u e .  

F e r r y  s e r v i c e  r i g h t  a l s o  w a s  g i v e n  i n  a u c t i o n  

fo r  t h e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r .  P a s s e n g e r s  a n d  l o a d s  t a k i n g  

across t h e  r i v e r  h a d  t o  p a y  a f i x e d  amount  a s  t o l l ,  

F o r  e a c h  p e r s o n  (man ,  woman a n d  c h i l d r e n )  h a l f  o f  a t a r  

( c o p p e r  c o i n )  was  f i x e d .  Armed men a n d  s o l d i e r s  w e r e  

exempted  f r o m  payment .  96  R p e r s o n  c a r r y i n g  o n e  b u l k  of 

p e p p e r  h a d  t o  p a y  1 . 5  t a r s .  9 7  R i g h t  f o r  s l a u g h t e r  o f  

a n i m a l s  a l s o  was a u c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  f a c t o r y .  I n  t h e  y e a r  

1 7 7 6  t h e  f a c t o r y  r e c e i v e d  Rs .250  i n  t h i s  h e a d .  
98 

93.  K . K . N .  K u r u p  H i s t o r y  o f ~ - ? T e l l i c h e r r y  f a c t o r y .  P .250 

94 .  D i a r y  1 4  A u g u s t  1 7 6 4 .  DC MSS s e r i a l  1 4 7 8 .  P .17  

95.  D i a r y  5  A p r i l  1 7 8 5  D C .  M S S  s e r i a l  1 4 9 9 .  P .78 

96 .  Armed men a n d  s o l d i e r s  u s u a l l y  w o u l d  b e  e i t h e r  
E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  o r  t h e  h i g h  c l a s s  N a m b u d i r i  o r  N a i r  
men. 

9 7 .  D i a r y  1 A u g u s t  1 7 6 7 .  DC MSS. S e r i a l  1 4 7 8 .  A.12 

98.  D i a r y  2 D e c e m b e r  1 7 7 6 .  DC M S S .  S e r i a l  1 4 8 7 .  P .125 



A n o t h e r  s o u r c e  of r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r y  w a s ,  i s s u i n g  

of p a s s e s  f o r  p r i v a t e  v e s s a l s .  Customs h o u s e s  w e r e  

l e a s e d  b y  t h e  r u l e r s  t o  t h e  company, a n d  i t  was u n d e r  

t h e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  f a c t o r y  r u l e s .  99  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  of t h e  f a c t o r y  

r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was t h e  s y s t e m  of r e g i s t r a t i o n  

of p r o p e r t y .  They p r e p a r e d  a r e v e n u e  r e g i s t e r  showing  

t h e  d e t a i l s  of e a c h  p r o p e r t y .  a n d  i t s  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I t  

was n o t i f i e d  t h a t  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  e i t h e r  m o r t g a g e d  o r  

leased, h a d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e ,  

s t a t i n g  e v e r y  d e t a i l s  o f  it. loo T h i s  s y s t e m  made t h e  

a f f a i r s  of r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e a s y  a n d  s y s t a m a t i c .  

A r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  was l e v i e d  f o r  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of a n y  

p r o p e r t y ,  w o r t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  a  p r i o r  p e r m i s s i o n  

f r o m  t h e  b o a r d  o f  r e v e n u e  w a s  e n f o r c e d .  I n  s h o r t  t h e  

f a c t o r y  was a f o r e r u n n e r  o f  t h e  company i n  M a l a b a r  i n  

r e s p e c t  of i t s  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The  company 

gove rnmen t  i n  I n d i a  l a t e r  a d o p t e d  many o f  t h e s e  s y s t e m  

of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  

M a l a b a r .  

9 9 .  K o l a t h i r i  l e a s e d  o u t  c u s t o m s  h o u s e  of h i s  domin ion  
t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  f o r  a f i x e d  a n n u a l  payment  o f  21 ,000  
fanam 'Logan ,  ' T r e a t i e s ' .  P t .  I .  No.LXXV1. P.65 

1 0 0 ,  D i a r y  1 5  J u n e  1763 .  DC MSS. S e r i a l  1 4 7 1 .  PP.  2 2 4 5  



MALABAR COMES UNDER THE COMPANY 

The h i s t o r y  o f  Ma laba r  i m m e d i a t e l y  before t h e  

company ' s  a n e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w a s  f u l l  of 

p r o b l e m s  a n d ' t u r m o i .  M u t u a l  r i v a l r y  be tween  t h e  N a i r s  

a n d  M a p p i l a s ,  t h e  p r o l o n g e d  b a t t l e  among t h e  B r i t i s h ,  

t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  a n d  t h e  Mysorean f o r c e ,  a n d  t h e  

claims a n d  c o u n t e r  claims f o r  l a n d  be tween  J e n m i s  a n d  

Kanakka r s  a n d  a l s o  among t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  h a d  

c r e a t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  u t t e r  

c h a o s  a n d  c o n f u s i o n .  Ever  s i n c e  t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  

Ma laba r  by  H a i d e r  A l i  ( 1 7 7 6 )  t h e  r u l e r s  a n d  c h i e f t a i n s  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  h a d  r o s e  i n  a r m s  a g a i n s t  him. When 

T i p u  s u c c e e d e d  H a i d e r  A l i  i n  1 7 8 2 ,  t h e  N a i r  M i l i t i a  

u n d e r  t h e  r u l e r s  o f  M a l a b a r  h a d  f u r i o u s l y  f o u g h t  

a g a i n s t  him. Though t h e  Mysore S u l t a n  h a d  e f f e c t e d  

s e v e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e f o r m s  i t  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  

l a s t i n g  r e s u l t  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o l o n g e d  w a r f a r e .  B u t  t h e  

r u l e r s  a n d  c h i e f t a i n s  o f  M a l a b a r  w e r e  n o t  s t r o n g  enough 

to fight Mysorean force. They j o i n e d  i n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  company force a g a i n s t  t h e  Mysore S u l t a n .  The  t i d e s  

of I a n d  I1 Anglo  - Mysore w a r s ,  t h e r e f o r e  h a d  enough 

r e f l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  l a n d  of M a l a b a r .  B u t  t h e s e  w e r e  n o t  

d e c i s i v e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  was c o n c e r n e d .  B u t  t h e  

t h i r d  Anglo-Mysore war  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  defeat i f  T i p u  

S u l t a n  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 9 2 ,  was a c r i t i c a l  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Ma laba r .  Ma laba r  was c e d e d  by  T i p u  





d i s t r i c t  b e i n g  a g a i n  s u b  d i v i d e d . i n t o  a number of 

T a l u k s .  The m a g i s t r a t e  a n d  co l lec tor  was t h e  C h i e f  

e x e c u t i v e  h e a d  a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  i n  1 7 8 7 .  H e  p o s s e s s e d  

enormous powers  a n d  h a d  m u l t i f a r i o u s  d u t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

r e v e n u e  a n d  t a x e s .  p o l i c e ,  j a i l  e tc .  The  m a g i s t r a t e  

a n d  c o l l e c t o r  i s  t h e n  " w r o t e  Campbel l  i n  1853, a  s o r t  

of l o c a l  g o v e r n o r ,  a n d  h a s  a  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  i n  h i s  

management f rom t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  powers .  H e  

e x e r c i s e s  a n  e x t e n d e d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  o v e r  h i s  

d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  l o o k  t o  him a s  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  

r u l e r .  I n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  r e v e n u e  co l lec tor  h e  w a s  

s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  Boa rd ,  wh ich  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  a p p e a l s  

a g a i n s t  some of  h i s  o r d e r s .  T h e  C o l l e c t o r s  were g i v e n  

A s s i s t a n t  f r o m  1 7 9 2 ,  a n d  l a t e r  on d e p u t e e s  t o  b e  

s t a t i o n e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  c e n t r e s .  A l l  t h e s e  e x e c u t i v e s  

w e r e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e .  Each T a l u k  was u n d e r  a n  1 n d i a n  

T a h s i l d a r ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  a d e p u t y  o r  a Na ib  ~ a h s i l d a r .  

N o  s t e p s  w a s  t a k e n  t o  a p p o i n t  I n d i a n s  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  

executive p o s t  u n t i l  1857.  

END O F  THE COMPANY'S SUPERMACY 

The c o n t r o l  of t h e  home gove rnmen t  o v e r  t h e  

companys a c t i v i t y  w a s  l o o s e  a n d  a t  a n  e x t e n t  

i n e f f e c t i v e  d u e  t o  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t o r s  h a d  n o  f i r s t - h a n d  knowledge  of I n d i a n  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h o s e  who h a d  b e e n  t o  



I n d i a  was o f  l i t t l e  r e l e v e n c e  t o  t h e i r  new 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The a l m o s t  i n s u p e r a b l e  p r o b l e m  

however ,  was t h a t  o f  d i s t a n c e  AS Warren f l a s t i n g s  

p u t  it B e n g a l  was a t  w h a t  may b e  c a l l e d  a  d i s t a n c e  of 

t w o  y e a r s  f r o m  London 'lo2. S i n c e  t h e  a v e r a g e  s a i l i n g  

t i m e  f r o m  London t o  I n d i a  was s i x  m o n t h s ,  t h e  Directors  

w e r e  a l w a y s  s i x  months  b e h i n d  e v e n t s  i n  I n d i a .  Under 

t h e  mos t  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  a  g o v e r n o r  c o u l d  n o t  

know t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a t  

l e a s t  a  y e a r .  a n d  f o r  v e r y  much l o n q e r  i f  h e  c h o s e  t o  

1 0 3  p r e v a r i c a t e  . S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  of 

p e r s o n n e l s  o f  h i g h e r  o f f i c e s  was v e r y  a d v e r s i l y  

a f f e c t e d . .  

If t h e  d i r e c t o r s  c h a n g e d  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r  

w i t h  t h e  a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  o r d e r s  s e n t  o n e  y e a r  w e r e  

r e v e r s e d  t h e  n e x t ,  t h e  s e r v a n t s  i n  I n d i a  c o u l d  d e f y  

them w i t h  i m p u n i t y .  T h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  

i n  1 7 6 5  when a  B e n g a l  s e r v a n t  was a c c u s e d  o f  d i s o b e y i n g  

t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  o r d e r s  a s a i n s t  t a k i n g  p r e s e n t s  f r o m  

I n d i a n s ,  h e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a s  s u c h  o r d e r s  w e r e  ' so  

f l u c t u a t i n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  t a k e n  s e r i o s u l y " .  lo4 Aga in  

1 0 1 .  P . J .  M a r s h a l l  ( o p . c i t )  p . 2 9  

1 0 2 .  I b i d .  P.29 

103 .  I b i d  PP. 29-30 

1 0 4 .  I b i d  P.30 



o n e  of t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  of t h e  c r i t i c s  of t h e  company was 

t h a t  t h e  " s e r v a n t s  h a d  become t h e  m a s t e r s " .  The 

a l l i a n c e  be tween  men i n  I n d i a  a n d  men i n  L e a d e n h a l l  

S t r e e t ,  cemented  b y  I n d i a n  p a t r o n a g e  a n d  I n d i a n  

w e a l t h " .  lo5 The  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  home gove rnmen t  i n  i t s  

p a r l i a m e n t  o v e r  t h e  company was seemed v e r i l y  

i n e f f e c t i v e  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  of t h e  company i n  I n d i a  

worked m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  t h e i r  s e l f i n t e r e s t  t h a n  f o r  

t h e  company ' s  i n t e r e s t l o 6 .  Moreover  t h e  q rowing  w e a l t h  

of t h e  company made t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k  of i t s  

unbounded a n d  i t s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t .  T h i s  

w a s  l o o k e d  w i t h  a n x i e t y  by t h e  h o u s e  o f  commons. 

The  E a s t  I n d i a  Company w a s  fo rmed  t o  t r a d e  

w i t h  t h e  e a s t  a n d  t h e r e  by  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  B r i t i s h  

n a t i o n .  B u t  company o f f i c i a l s  b e g a n  t o  b e  c o r r u p t  a n d  

u s e d  t o  b r i b e  f rom p e o p l e .  T h e  B r i t i s h  p a r l i a m e n t  

f o u n d  i t  a  s c o u r g e  upon t h e  gove rnmen t  i t s e l f .  I n  

e v e r y  r e s p e c t  t h e  company was f o u n d  d r i f t i n g  away f rom 

t h e  set  r u l e s .  The  ~ e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  m e r c h a n t  

1 0 5 .  I b i d  

1 0 6 . R o b e r t  Adam, t h e  E n g l i s h  c h i e f .  a t  T e l l i c h e r y  
( 1 7 1 4 )  made a n  e x c e l l e n t  p e r s o n e l  p r o f i t  b y  
i m p o r t i n g  B e n g a l  opium a n d  s e n d i n g  it up  river on 
empty company p e p p e r  b o a t s .  C a p t a i n  A l e x a n d e r  
H a m i l t o n ,  A new a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  Voyages 
and  T r a v e l s  Vol.  V I I I  ( e d . )  by J o h n  P i n k e r t o n  
 ondo don - 1 8 1 1 )  P.378.  



t u r n e d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  company a n d  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  

whims a n d  f a n c i e s  a l o n g  w i t h  many o t h e r  n a t u r a l  r e a s o n s  

made it a b s o l u t e l y  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  crown t o  set  

l o o s e  t h e  company gove rnmen t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  

company u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  t h e  f i rs t  

s t e p  was p u t  b y  t h e  R e g u l a t i n q  A c t  o f  1 7 7 3 .  lo7 By t h i s  

caf15 A c t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  B e n g a l  b4. g a v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  of t h e  

w h o l e  B r i t i s h  p o s s e s s i o n  i n  I n d i a  a n d  B e n g a l ,  Madras  

a n d  Bombay came u n d e r  h i s  a u t h o r i t y .  To assist  a n d  

c o u n c e l  t h e  Governor  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a f o u r  member 

council was formed.  lo8 The  r e g u l a t i o n  r e f r a m e d  t h e  

C o u r t  o f  Directors o f  24 members ,  1 / 4  f o r  o n e  y e a r  1 /4  

f o r  2  y e a r s  1 / 4  f o r  3 y e a r s  a n d  1 / 4  f o r  4 y e a r s .  

To remedy t h e  1 7 7 3  A c t ,  W i l l i a m  ~ i t t l ' ~ ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a n o t h e r  a c t  i n  1 7 8 4 .  

By t h i s  A c t  named ' P i t  I n d i a  A c t ' ,  t h e  company came 

u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  o a r l i a m e n t .  A s i x  member 

c o u n c i l  was c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  Eng land  f o r  t h e  a f f a i r s  of 

107.Warren N a s t i n g s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r  q e n e r a l .  

108.A p e t i t i o n  of  c i t i z e n  o f  l o n d o n  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
R e g u l a t i n g  A c t  ( o f  Lord  N o r t h )  r e a d :  "The s a i d  B i l l  
i s  a  d i r e c t  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  a t t a c k  on  t h e  l i b e r t i e s  
of t h e  p e o p l e  (of  1 n d i a )  a n d  w i l l ,  i f  p a s s e d  i n t o  
l a w ,  p r o v e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  o f  , p r o p e r t y w  P . J .  M a r s h a l l  ( o p . c i t )  p.107 

1 0 9 . W i l l i a m  P i t t  i s  s i a d  t o  b e  f i r s t  i n  h i s t o r y  t o  
i n t r o d u c e  Income Tax  i n  1799 .  



t h e  company. The c o u n c i l  o f  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  w a s  

r e d u c e d  f r o m  4 t o  3  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  became 

more ~ o w e r f  u l  . 

The home gove rmen t  a g r e e d  i n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  gove rnmen t  o f  I n d i a .  The  f r a m e  work 

o f  t h e  gove rnmen t  of I n d i a ,  f i x e d  by P i t t ' s  A c t  of 

1 7 8 4 ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  s u b s t a n t i a l  

m o d i f i c a t i o n  till 1833 .  T o  t r a n s f e r  a u t h o r i t y  f rom t h e  

company t o  crown,  t h e  s t r a n g l e  h o l d  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  was 

g r a d u a l l y  t i g h t e n e d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e .  The  c h a r t e r  A c t  of 

1 8 3 3  enpowered  h i s  m a j e s t y  t o  a p p o i n t  a n y  p e r s o n  a s  

c o m m i s s i n e r  f o r  t h e  a f f a i r s  of I n d i a  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  members m e n t i o n e d  , i n  t h e  A c t .  The  Boa rd  of 

C o n t r o l  was improved .  I t  w a s  e n a c t e d  t h a t  n o  o f f i c i a l  

communica t ions  s h o u l d  be s e n t  t o  I n d i a  b y  t h e  C o u r t  of 

D i r e c t o r s  u n t i l  t h e y  h a d  f i r s t  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  

Board  of C o n t r o l .  

T h e s e  two  b o d i e s  were a c t u a l l y  k e e p i n g  a  

b a l a n c e  of powcr f o r  t h c  a f f a i r s  of I n d i a .  I t  may bc 

s a i d  t h a t  t h e  two b o d i e s  of t h e  company a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  Board  o f  C o n t r o l  s h a r e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  H o m e  

government  a n d  s e rved  a s  c h e c k s  a n d  b a l a n c e s  a g a i n s t  

e a c h  o t h e r .  The d i rec tors  o f  t h e  company p o s s e s e d  t h e  

i n i t i a t i v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  Boa rd  of C o n t o r l  h a d  a  g e n e r a l  

a n d  a b s o l u t e  r c s t r a n i n g  powcr" .  Uut i n  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  



was n e i t h e r  t h e  Board  n o r  t h e  Directors t h a t  g o v e r n e d  

I n d i a .  I n d i a  was r e a l l y  r u l e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  

b u r e u c r a c y  i n  I n d i a  t h a t  h a d  s l o w l y  b u t  s t e a d i l y  grown 

u p  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  c o r n w a l i s .  I t  was b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  

t h a t ,  i n s p i t e  o f  a, s i n c e r e  a n d  e a r n e s t  d e s i r e  n o t  t o  

e x t e n d  B r i t i s h  d o m a i n i o n s  i n  I n d i a ,  t h e  home 

a u t h o r i t i e s  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t o l  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  d e s i g n s  of 

t h e  g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l s  i n  I n d i a ,  The Directors h a d  

l i t t l e  e f f e c t i v e  v o i c e .  The Board  of C o n t r o l ,  wh ich  

p o s s e s s e d  f u l l  a u t h o r i t y ,  c o u l d  n o t  e x e r c i s e  i t  on  

a c c o u n t  o f  d i s t a n c e  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  d e l a y s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

communica t ion  be tween  I n d i a  a n d  Eng land .  

The . Directors a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  

c o n v i n c e d  of t h e  i n j u s t i c e  d o n e  t o  I n d i a n  s ta tes ,  o r  

e v e n  o f  crimes p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b u t  

t h e y  r e g a r d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  h e l p l e s s .  

BY t h e  C h a r t e r  A c t  of 1 8 3 3 ,  t h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e ,  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  of t h e  who le  

c i v i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  gove rnmen t  of t h e  company ' s  

t e r r i tor ies  i n  I n d i a  w e r e  v e s t e d  i n  a  g o v e r n o r - s e n e r a l ,  

a n d  c o u n s e l l o r s  t o  b e  s t y l e d  ' t h e  s o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  of 

I n d i a  i n  c o u n c i l  ' . The g o v e r n o r - g e n e r a l  , t h i s  f o u r  

member c o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  commander - in-ch ie f  fo rmed  t h e  

Supreme c o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  government  of I n d i a .  The  1 8 3 3  



a c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a g n e r a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  g o v e r n o r  

s e n e r a l  o v e r  t h e  f i n a n c e  of I n d i a .  

The  C h a r t e r  A c t -  o f  1 8 5 3  a l s o  effect  f a r  

r e a c h i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  I n d i a  A c t .  The  

company ' s  power was e f f e c t i v e l y  c r i p p l e d  b y  t h e s e  

r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  A c t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  s a l a r y  

of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Boa rd  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of a 

s e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  a n d  i t  f u r t h e r  l a i d  down t h a t  e v e r y  

a p p o i n t m e n t  b y  t h e  C o u r t  o f  Directors s h a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  

t o  t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  of h e r  m a j e s t y .  "The a c t  r e d u c e d  t h e  

number o f  Director f r o m  2 4  t o  1 8 ,  o u t  of whom 6 w e r e  t o  

be a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  Crown. F i n a l l y  t h e  A c t  t o o k  away 

f r o m  t h e  Directors t h e  r i g h t  of ~ a t r o n a g e  t o  I n d i a n  

a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h i s  removed a  g r e a t  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  

t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  power i n  I n d i a  f r o m  t h e  company 

t o  t h e  crown.  The  A c t  a l s o  b r o u g h t  t h e  t o t a l  f i n a n c i a l  

matters  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  i n  

C o u n c i l .  The who le  of t h e  r e v e n u e  from a l l  t h e  

p r o v i n c e s  of B r i t i s h  I n d i a  were t r e a t e d  a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  

a s i n g l e  f u n d ,  e x p e n d i t u r e  f r o m  w h i c h  c o u l d  be 

a u t h o r i s e d  b y  t h e  Governor  - G e n e r a l  i n  C o u n c i l  a l o n e .  

The  A c t  p a s s e d  i n  1854  a l s o  moved a l i t t l e  m o r e  f o r w a r d  

on t h i s  p a t h .  A f t e r  a l l ,  khe  f i r s t  war  of I n d i a n  

i n d i p e n d e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  I n d i a  i n  1 8 5 7  

opened  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  qove rnmen t .  T h i s  w a s  



- 
t h e  f i n a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  a t rasfer o f  power  f rom t h e  

company t o  t h e  crown.  A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  A c t  of 1 8 5 7  

a b o l i s h e d  t h e  company a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  a f f a i r s  of 

t h e  government  o f  1 n d i a  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown. The 

p e r i o d  of s t u d y  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  l i m i t e d  u p t o  t h e  e n d  

of t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  1857.  



LAND TENURES AND SHARING OF 
PROODUCE;
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REVENUE SETTLEMENTS UNDER THE 
BOMBAY GOVERNMENT 1792-1800
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REVENUE ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE COMPANY GOVERNMENT 

(1801-1825)

Ismail. V “Revenue administration in malabar under English East India 
company” Thesis. Department of History, University of Calicut,  1999 



CHAPTER - IV 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE COMPANY GOVERNMENT 

( 1 8 0 1  - ,1825)  I 

" I n  a  c o u n t r y  l i k e  t h i s ,  w h e r e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r y  

r i g h t  t o  t h e  s o i l  i s  t r a c e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e a  f o r  

i t s  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  where  t h e  gove rnmen t  a s s e s s m e n t  upon 

it h a s  r e m a i n e d  u n a l t e r e d  f o r  a  series of y e a r s ,  it i s  

b e t t e r  p e r h a p s  t o  l e t  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  r e m a i n  u n e q u a l  as  

it i s ,  t h a n  t o  h a z a r d  t h e  r i s k  o f  more c o m p l i c a t e d  

e v i l s  b y  a t t e m p t i n g  a new o n e ,  o n  more e q u a l  

p r i n c i p l e s " .  Thomas Warden w r o t e  t o  t h e  Board  o f  

Revenue on 1 6 t h  J u n e  1813 .  

The a b o v e  o p i n i o n  e x p r e s s e d  b y  o n e  of t h e  

c o l l e c t o r s  who r u l e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f o r  more t h a n  1 5  

y e a r s  i s  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  

company government  f o r  i t s  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

After 2 0  y e a r s  o f  i t s  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  power  i n  M a l a b a r ,  

t h e  company gove rnmen t  was s t i l l  g r o p i n g  i n  t h e  

volumenous r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s  f r amed  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h  

o f f i c e r s  fo r  a  s y s t e m .  S u b m i t t i n g  a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  on 

t h e  r e v e n u e  a f f a i r s  o f  M a l a b a r  M r .  Warden recommended 

n o t h i n g  b u t  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  a b u s e s ;  a s  

it i s .  T h i s  shows e x p l i c i t l y  how f a r  t h e  company 

gove rnmen t  w a s  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  

r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  i t s  e x a c t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  



t h e  e x a c t i o n  w a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  

s e r v a n t s ,  w h i l e  i t s  a s s e s s m e n t  was  f o u n d  s e c o n d a r y .  

T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  would  n e v e r  be i n c o r r e c t  when o n e  g o e s  

t h r o u g h  a g r a p h i c  p i c t u r e  o f  M a l a b a r  r e v e n u e  

a d m i n s t r a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  by M r .  T.W. B a b e r  i n  1 8 1 2 .  

"The m o s t  g r i e v o u s  s o u r c e  of c o m p l a i n t  i s  t h e  

i n e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  l a n d l a w ,  n o r m a l l y  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  

i n  some d i s t r i c t s  a m o i e t y  a n d  i n  o t h e r s  6/10 of t h e i r  

income.  B u t  if e v e r  a n  a c c o u n t  i s  made of t h e  a c t u a l  

i ncome ,  i n  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  es ta te ,  it w i l l  b e  f o u n d  

t h a t  some a re  n o t  t a x e d  a t  a l l ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  r a tes  

f l u c t u a t i n g  f r o m  20% t o  1 0 0 % ;  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  man 

i n  t e n ,  who knows w h a t  h e  h a s  t o  p a y  o n  e a c h  s e p e r a t e  

es ta te .  I h a v e  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  f r e q u e n t l y  h a d  o c c a s i o n  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  my j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  t o  c a l l  upon 

t h e  r e v e n u e  o f f i c e r s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  

b u t  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  a r e  v e r y  d i f i c i e n t  a n d  i n  some 

places much m u t i l a t e d .  I n  s u c h  a s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s ,  it 

i s  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  g r e a t  d e a l  of  

p a r t i a l i t y  i n  a s s e s s m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  mode i n  wh ich  

t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  w e r e  made. "' I l o w  d i d  i t  l e a d  t o  t h i s  

s t a t e  o f t h i n g s .  A l o o k  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  f a c t s  wou ld  

b e  re )  ev . en t  h e r e .  

1. Thomas H .  Baber t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  
1 9  J u n e  1 8 1 2 .  J u d i c i a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  V o l .  748  
PP.3694-3706. 



APPOINTMENT OF PRINCIPAL COLLECTOR 

The s y s t e m  h i t h e r t o  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a f f a i r s  of M a l a b a r ,  a n d  t h e  t o t a l  

f a i l u r e  of t h o s e  s y s t e m s  . in  n c c o r n p l i . s h i n g  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t y  on  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  

f o o t i n g ,  a  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  form of gove rnmen t  h a d  

become n e c e s s a r y .  The  i n f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  s o u r c e s  of 

r e v e n u e  w e r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a u t h e n t i c ,  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  was h e a v y  a n d  

burdensome,  t h e  s y s t e m  of a c q u i r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  too 

c o n f u s e d ,  a n d  a w a n t  o f  p r a c t i c a l  knowledge  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e  t o o  g e n e r a l l y  p r e v a i l e d  i n  e v e r y  b r a n c h  of 

i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  To remedy t h e s e  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s ,  

t h e  gove rnmen t  r e s t o r e d  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  

upon o n e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r ,  a n d  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  

Ma jo r  Macleod ,  a s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r  assumed o f f i c e  a s  t h e  

f i r s t  P r i n c i p a l  C o l l e c t o r  o f  M a l a b a r .  ' H e  w a s  d i r e c t e d  

t o  a c q u i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  form l o c a l  r e s e a r c h e s ,  i n s t e a d  

of a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e r i v e  i t  f rom t h e  volumdnous records 

of t h e  commiss ion .  " 3  

2 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  of t h e  Board  o f  Revenue t o  t h e  
Honourab le  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  c o u n c i l  s e n t  home t o  t h e  
c o u r t  of D i r e c t o r s .  Dated  1 0 t h  Oct .1801 .  Vo1.7 
P a r a . 3 8 4 .  ( H e r e a f t e r  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t )  

3. I b i d .  3 0  J a n u a r y  1 8 0 2 .  Vo1.7 Pa ra .384 .  



MAJOR MACLEOD (1801-1803)  

Assuming c h a r g e  a s  t h e  f i rst  p r i n c i p a l  

co l lec tor  on  1st O c t o b e r  1 8 0 1 ,  Major Mac leod  embarked  

upon t h e  t a s k  of d i s a r m i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  a n d  q u e l l  t h e  

r e b e l s  who w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a n  a n t a g o n i s m  a g a i n s t  t h e  

gove rnmen t  a n d  r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s .  On 30  J a n u a r y  1 8 0 2  

h e  made a p r o c l a m a t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f fec t ,  w a r n i n g  t h e  

o f f e n d e r s  w i t h  s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t s  Wha teve r  p o s i t i v e  

r e s u l t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  a i m e d  a t ,  it was n o t  a c h i e v e d  o n  

a c c o u n t  of h i s  n e x t  s t e p s  o f  r e f o r m s .  H i s  i l l - a d v i s e d  

reforms o f  r e v i s i o n  o f  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  a n d  f r a m i n g  a new 

r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t  h a d  c r e a t e d  s o  a d v e r s e  a r e s u l t  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  t h a t  t h e  c l a rnou rous  r e b e l l i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  i n  

w h o l e  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c o m p e l l e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  March 

1 8 0 3 .  The  r e v i s i o n  o f  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  o f  s e v e r a l  c o i n s  

c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  c r e a t e d  much h a v o c  among t h e  

r e v e n u e  p a y e e s .  T h e  s t e p  he  t o o k  t o  f r a m e  a new 

r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t  b a s e d  o n  a new a s s e s s m e n t ,  of c o u r s e ,  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b r i n g  a n  augumen ted  i n c o m e  t o  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t .  B u t  ' t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  was  u n e q u a l  a n d  

d e f e c t i v e  1 5 .  When t h e s e  t w o  reforms t o g e t h e r  fell upon 

4 .  L e t t e r  f r om t h c  co l lec tor  30  J a n u a r y  1 8 0 2 ,  Logan ,  
Treaties P t .  I1 N o .  C C X X X I V .  

5 .  Warden ' R e p o r t  on the Revenue  s y s t e m  i n  M a l a b a r  1 6  
J u n e  1 8 1 3 '  ( C a l i c u t - 1 9 1 6 )  P . 8 .  ( H e r e a f t e r  w a r d e n  
R e p o r t  1 8 1 3 ) .  



t h e  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  c u l t i v a t o r  t h e y  rose 

enmass  a g a i n s t  t h e  government .  

R E V I S I O N  I N  EXCHANGE RATE OF C O I N S  

The P e a s a n t s  o f  M a l a b a r  u s e d  t o  p a y  t h e i r  

r e v e n u e  i n  Fanam, b u t  t h e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s  of 

gove rnmen t  w e r e  k e p t  i n  s t a r  p a g o d a s ,  a  c o i n  wh ich  was 

n o t  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  a n d  r u p e e s  on  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  o f  t h e  c o i n s .  M r .  Macleod 

t r i e d  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  u n r e a l i s t i c  s y s t e m  b y  a r e v i s i o n  

i n  e x c h a n g e  ra te .  A c c o r d i n g l y  on  3 1  Augus t  1 8 0 2 ,  h e  

made a p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  t o  be e f f e c t e d  f r o m  1 5  s e p t e m b e r  

1 8 0 2 ,  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t 6 .  T h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  f i x e d  t h e  

e x c h a n g e  r a t e s  o f  2 3  c u r r e n t  c o i n s  i n  t h e  t r e a s u r y  a s  

t h e y  a r e  r a t e d  a n d  e x c h a n g e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of 

Co imba to re .  B u t  t h e  r e s u l t  was more u n r e a l i s t i c  a n d  

u n s c i e n t i f i c .  The d a t a  r e l i e d  on  w e r e  e r r o n o u s  a s  it 

was p r o v e d  l a t e r . '  Now t h e  P e a s a n t s  h a d  t o  p a y  more 

fanams o r  Annas or  o t h e r  M a l a b a r  c o i n s  t o  p a y  t h e i r  

r e v e n u e .  The Malaba r  Fanams, Anna a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  

c o i n s  i n  c u r r e n c y  were d e v a l u e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

s t a r  Pagodas  o r  r u p e e s  which  were t h e  b a s i s  of 

government  a c c o u n t s .  When t h e  v a l u e  of e a c h  c o i n  was 

6 .  Logan ,  T r e a t i e s  P t . 1 1  No.CCXXXV1.  

7 .  Logan V o l . 1  P .  534 .  



d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  quc71lbi .Ly o f  ( j o ld ,  c o r l t c t ~ t  i n  ' e a c h  w a s  

n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  Hence  t h i s  made a l o t  of t r o u b l e  t o  

t h e  r y o t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h c  t e n a n t s .  T h e  v a l u e  of 

e a c h  i t e m  of c o i n  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  r e v i s i o n  w a s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  c h a n g e d .  See T n b l c  4-1 f o r  d e t a i l s .  

T a b l e  4-1 

V a l u e  o f  coins bcforc arid after r e v i s i o n  

S o  h i s  a t t c ~ r t p t  t o  r c y u l a t c  t h c  a n o r n a 1 i . c ~  

b e c a m e  more h a z a r d o u s  a n d  b u r d e n s o m e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  I t  

h i t  h a r d  o n  e v e r y  c l a s s  of  i r i l i a b i t a n t s .  ?'he vlc711e of 

M a l a b a r  c o i n s  f e l l  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  G o l d  Fanam f e l l  f r o m  

3 1 / 2  t o  4 7 / 3 2  P e r  r u p c c .  S i 1 . v ~ - r  i n ~ i a r n  fro111 5 t o  5 

1 / 2  p e r  r u p e e .  G o l d  fa11a111 f e l l  frorn 1 2  1 / 2  t o  1 4  4 9 / G 4  

p e r  s t a r  p a g o d a s  while s i - l v c r  F'arlarn f c l l  f r o m  1 7  1 / 2  t o  

1 9  1 / 4  p e r  s t a r  p a g o d a s .  
t3 

1  tlcscr ini j -na  t i v c  r e s u l t  

1 

8 .  A.P. Abdu Rah iman .  P4acleod P a i ~ ~ t a i s h  a n d  t h e  Malabar 
R e b e l l i o n  o f  1.803. J o u r n a l  o f  K c r a l a  s t u d i e s .  VO~.  
I V  Marc11 1.977 P . 6 8 .  

Value of stat 
P a g o d a s  i n  
gold Fanam 

5 S i l v e r  
Fanarn 

Morc t h a n  
5 S i l v e r  
Fanam 

1 2  1 /4  Vira- 
r a y a  Fanam 

I 

V a l u e  f,f 
I tupccs  i r ~  
Si1vc.r A I I I I J S  

5 7 / 8  g o l d  
Fanarn 

- 

V a l u e  of s t a r  
Pagodas  i n  
Vi rar,~ynfarlam 

V a l u e  of R u p e e  
i n  silver 
P'arlarn 

1.4 S i l v e r  
A n n a s  ancl 

t 

t c r  7 g o l d  
v i s i o n  Fanarn 

1  Kanny  I 

15 Silvcr 
Annar; 

More t h a n  
4  V r -  
a y n  Fanaln 



w a s  t h a t  when t h e  p e a s a n t s  had  t o  p a y  20% more i n  g o l d  

fanam o r  1 0 %  m o r e  i n  S i l v e r  Fanam, t h e y  g o t  o n l y  t h e  

o l d  v a l u e  f o r  t h e i r  p roduce .9  F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  on  t h i s  

see t a b l e  4 -2 .  lo The new e x c h a n g e  r a t e  c o u p l e d  t h e  

s u f f e r i n g s  o f  the p c o p l c  when i t  was accornpanicd a 

r e v i s i o n  i n  r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  t o  t h e  loss of r y o t s .  

The r e v i s i o n  of r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e  h a d  t w o  f o l d  r e s u l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  r y o t s .  When it i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  b a z a r  

r a t e  b y  c o r r e c t i n g  r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e ,  it  d i d  n o t  make 

a n y  d e d u c i t o n  t o  t h e  r y o t  i n  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  loss  

o c c u s s i o n e d  by  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  o l d  a n d  t h e  

new rates1' .  Bes ides  t h e  r y o t s  p a i d  i n  Fanam a n d  t h e y  

were c a r r i e d  t o  a c c o u n t  a s  Pagodas  a t  too  h i g h  a  r a t e  

so t h a t  t h e  nomina l  r e v e n u e  i n  s t a r p a g o d a s  was h i g h e r  

1 2  t h a n  t h e  r e a l  r e v e n u e  i n  Fanam . 

Next Ma jo r  Macleod  e n d e a v o u r e d  f o r  a h a s t y  

r e v i s i o n  of t h e  a s s e s s m e n t .  C o n s i d e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  

9 .  I b i d  

10. Ibid P.70 
One S t a r  Pagoda = 3 1y2 Rupees  
One Rupees = 1 2  Madras  fanam 
One Madras  fanarn = 80  k a a s  

11. T h a c k a r y  ' s  R e p o r t  P .15. 

1 2 .  I b i d  



Macleod ' s  Valua t ion  o f  Coins 

I I 1 !;:;s K;;s ;:!;;s K;;s 

S p a n i s h  Dol la r  

Coin 

2 .  Bombay Rupee ( o l d )  

3 .  I 1  
'I (new) 

4 .  S u r a t  Rupee 

5. S t a r  Pagoda 

6 .  Bengal go ld  rnahur 

Macleod ' s  Valua t ion  

7 .  Sindakey Pagoda 

c o r r e c t  Valua t ion  

8 .  O l d  I k k e r i  Pagoda 

9 .  New Ikkeri Pagoda 

1 0 .  Bahadury Pagoda . 

11. Bombay Gold Mohur 

12 .  Venet ian Pagoda 

3 
13.  1 4  - Viraraya Fanam 

4 

1 4 .  Starnboory 

15.  P o r t o  Novo Pagoda 



a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  i n  h i s  former s e r v i c e ,  t h e  

a c t u a l  s h a r e  d e r i v a b l e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  f r o m  t h e  g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  a n d  t h e  r a t e  of a s s e s s m e n t  t o  b e l i e v e d  on  a l l  

t h e  t a x a b l e  p r o d u c t s ,  w e r e  l e f t  t o  h i s  d e s c r e t i o n .  1 3  

A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  Menons of t h e  s e v e r a l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  

a s s e m b l e d  a n d  w e r e  g i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i n s p e c t i n g  

t h e i r  c i rc le  f o r  making  u p  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of Jumma. B u t  

t h e  Menons were ' g e n e r a l l y  v e r y  u n e x p e r t  a t  a c c o u n t s  

a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y , d e f i c i e n t  i n  h a v i n g  d e t a i l s  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of b e i n g  c a l l e d  on  fo r  

any .  l4 'On a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  a n d  i g n o r a n c e  f o r  

t h e  work ,  i n  C o t i o t e ,  C h i r a k k a l  a n d  R a n d a t t a r a  t h e s e  

Menons were r e c a l l e d  from t h e i r  c i rc les ,  w i t h o u t  

c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of i n d i v i d u a l  r y o t s .  S t i l l ,  

t h e s e  Menon's  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  l a r g e l y  r e l i e d  o n  f o r  

making a g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  

r e v e n n e  of t h e  p r o v i n c e .  Macleod  s a y s  ' I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  

t h a t  t h r o u g h  i g n o r a n c e ,  i n a t t e n t i o n  a n d  f r a u d ,  v e r y  

g r e a t  i n e q u a l i t i e s  s t i l l  - e x i s t  w h i c h  c a n  n o t  be 

815 corrected b u t  b y  a n  a c t u a l  s u r v e y  . 
But  his belief t h a t  t h e  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  

from M a l a b a r  was f a r  s h o r t  compared t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  

13 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  20 F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 4  vo1.9.  P a r a . 5 0 4 .  

1 4 .  M a c l e o d ' s  R e p o r t  .P.3 

1 5 .  I b i d  



of t h e  company ' s  t e r r i t o r y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  it c o u l d  

1 6  v e r y  w e l l  demand 35% t o  40% of t h e  t o t a l  p r o d u c e  , 

made him t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  r e v i s i o n  work fo r  a n  

h i g h e r  r e v e n u e .  S o  h e  o r d e r e d  f o r  a s u r v e y  i n  t h e  

d i s t r i c t s .  The  s u r v e y  i n  a h a s t e ,  was  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  

1 7  40 d a y s  by t h e  P a r a b u t t i e s  ( V i l l a g e  of f icers)  On 

t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  s u r v e y  n new r e v e n u e  w a s  imposed .  H e  

d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h i s  

a s s e s s m e n t  b u t  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  r e v e n u e  i s  much 

1 8  less t h a n  1 / 3  of t h e  g r o s s  p ~ o d u c e  . H i s  c o m p a r i s o n  

of t h e  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 1 ,  (Rs .2008179)  t h e  

f i rs t  y e a r  o f  d i r e c t  c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  o f  T i p u ' s  

Junma i n  t h e  y e a r  1792  (Rs .2009655)  f o u n d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  

19 t h e  f o r m e r  f o r  Rs.1476.  . ' I t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s sume  

t h a t  t h e  v a l u e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  s h e d u l e  was i n f l a t e d  120 .  

A c t u a l l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r ' s  r e v e n u e  u n d e r  t h e  co l lec tor  

was f a r  bet ter  t h a n  a l l  o t h e r  y e a r s .  I t  e x c e e d e d  S t a r  

Pagodas  118267-0-0 t h a n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g  y e a r ' s  r e v e n u e  

1 6 .  A.P.  Abdu Rahiman (op. c i t . )  P.65:  a n d  P.N. C h o ~ r a  
His tory  of S o u t h  1hdia V o l . 1 1 1  i ~ e w  D e l h i  1 9 5 9 )  

P.149. 

1 7 .  C.A. I n n e s  a n d  F . B .  Evans ' M a l a b a r  a n d  A n j e n q o ' .  
(Madras  1 9 0 8 ) .  P.314 

1 8 .  Graeme ' s  R e p o r t  P.38.  

1 9 .  M a c l e o d ' s  R e p o r t .  P2 .  

20. K . N .  P a n i k k a r .  ( o p .  c i t . )  P .5 .  n o t e . 2 1  



by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  . T h e  a c t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  

a g a i n  h i g h e r  d u e  t o  a decrease.  i n  t h e  c h a r g e s  of 

c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  ' s ta r  p a g o d a n  7 0 , 4 8 3 ~ ~ .  F o r  more 

p r e c i s i o n  see T a b l e  4-3. 

T a b l e  4-3 

A c o m p a r i t i v e  t a b l e  of r e v e n u e  A s s e s s m e n t  of M a c l e o d  
a n d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  

S t a r  p a g o d a n  -- ................................... ---------------- i Jumma for t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 1  ( F u s l y  = 5 , 5 1 , 1 2 5 - 9 - 5 9  
1 2 1 0 )  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  

2 .  C u r r e n t  y e a r ' s  Jumma b y  Macleod = 

3 .  D i f f e r e n c e  - - 

4 .  A dec rease  i n  t h e  c i v i l  charges  
fo r  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  - - 
S o  T o t a l  d i f f e r e n c e  - - 

T h e  b a l a n c e  of c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( 2 4 , 5 6 1 -  

14-25  s t a r  p a g o d a s )  i f  r e d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  t o t a l  

d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e  col lector  w a s  ab le  t o  col lect  s ta r  

p a g o d a s  164189-12-28 more t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  a n d  i t  

w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  25 y e a r s  of 

company a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

2 1 .  M a c l e o d  ' s  R e p o r t .  P .  2 

22 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.7.  d t .  9  O c t o b e r  1 8 0 2 .  P a r a .  
1 8 8 .  



Moreover  h e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  T i p u  h a d  

t r a n s f e r e d  M a l a b a r  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 9 2 ,  w i t h  a r e v e n u e  

a s s e s s m e n t  f o r  c a n t a r a i  p a g o d a s  944765-5-4 23  a n d  t h e  

same c a n  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  a l so .  B u t  

during t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  t h e  

a b o v e  Jumma was  n e v e r  c o l l e c t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  a n d  e v e r y  

y e a r  t h e r e  w a s  a n  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a r r ea r s ,  d u e  t o  t h e  

i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  r y o t s  t o  p a y  t h e i r  r e v e n u e .  

Moreover  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  t h e  company 

gove rnmen t  h a d  n o  i ncome  from t h e  ar t ic les  like 

t o b a c c o ,  t i m b e r ,  pepper etc. a s  t h e i r  monopoly  was  

e s t a b l i s h e d  l a t e r  o n l y .  So  t h e  d e c r e a s e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  

r e a l l y  less t h a n  t h e  f o r m e r  y e a r s .  When t h e  monopoly  

amoun t s  a l s o  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  i n  l a t e r  y e a r  it 

w a s  f o u n d  a v e r y  h i g h  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t o t a l  c o l l e c t i o n .  

Hence ,  h e  t h o u g h t ,  1/3 o f  t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  m u s t  form 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a r e  o f  l a n d  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  assess r ice  f i e l d ,  h e  e s t i m a t e d  35% t o  

40% a n d  t h e  g a r d e n  p r o d u c e s  a t  a b o u t  1 / 3  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e 2 4 .  The  a v e r a g e  p r o d u c e  o f  a 

23.  A d i f f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  n o t e d  i n  t h i s  amount  f o r  8 , 0 0 0  
C.P. i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  i t e m  i n  C h a p t e r 3  ,~c , /de3- -1  
i n  wh ich  C .P .  9 , 3 6 , 7 6 5  i s  g i v e n ,  I t  d o e s  n o t  
i n c l u d e  t h e  Coorg R a j a s ' s  t r i b u t e  f o r  C.P.8000. So 
9 , 3 6 , 7 6 5  + 8000 = 9 , 4 4 , 7 6 5 .  C.P. 

24. Macleod's R e p o r t .  P.4 



c o c o n u t  tree was c s t i ~ ~ ~ a t c d  a t  4 2  n u t s 2 5  w h i l e  a r e c a n u t  

fo r  200 n u t s ,  j a c k  t ree fo r  1 2  j a c k  f r u i t s  a n d  p e p p e r  7  

1 /2  pounds  of p e p p e r .  26 

The a c c o u n t s  w e r e  ' c a l c u l a t e d  b y  t h e  p a r r a  of 

127 s e e d ,  o r  t h e  e x t e n t  of l a n d  r e q u i r e d  t o  s o w  a  p a r r a  , 
b u t  n o t  b y  r ea l  s u r v e y .  The  r e t u r n  f r o m  s e e d  sown w e r e  

s o  vague  a n d  f a l s e  t h a t  i n  many s i t u a t i o n s  t h e y  w e r e  

28 n o t  more t h a n  s i x  f o l d s  a n d  i n  o t h e r s  1 5  f o l d s .  . 
Macleod w a s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  number of 

p l a n t a t i o n s  shown i n  t h e  a c c o u n t s  i s  much less t h a n  t h e  

real number e x i s t i n g .  But h e  h i m s e l f  agrees t h a t ,  ' I t  

was t h e  pract ice  o f  Menons a n d  P a r a b u t t i e s  t o  ' i n s e r t  

t h e  who le  p l a n t a t i o n s  of o n e  farmer a s  p r o d u c t i v e ,  

w h i l e  o n e  t h i r d  o n l y '  was r e a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e ;  a n d  t h e  

same t i m e  ' l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f u l l  grown trees a s  

u n p r o d u c t i v e '  i n  t h e  o t h e r  - f a r m e r ' s  l a n d ,  w h i l e  b o t h  

2 9  a r e  of t h e  same s o r t ' ,  . 

25. (Logan  g i v e s  48 n u t s  V o l . 1  P . 5 3 5 ) .  

26.  C o l l e c t o r a t e  R e c o r d s  Vo1.2311, F .81 ;  M a c l e o d ' s  
R e p o r t .  P.6 

27.  T h i s  mode of c a l c u l a t i o n  w a s  d o n e  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 7 8  
u n d e r  H a i d e r ' s  m u t t a s u d d i s ,  R a m l i n g s  P i l l a  who 
c a u s e d  a  s o r t  of i n s p e c t i o n  b y  c o m p u t a t i o n ,  n o t  b y  
r ea l  s u r v e y .  T h e s e  a c c o u n t s  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a s  
e i t h e r  l o s t  or c o n c e a l e d ;  M a c l e o d ' s  r e p o r t  P.4.  

2 8 .  I b i d  P . 4  



Major  Macleod ,  however ,  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  of T i p u  f o r  g a r d e n  l a n d s  was t oo  h i g h ,  i f  

whole  of  t h e  trees w e r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t .  So  h e  

p r o p o s e d  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  a l i g h t e r  r a t e  f o r  e a c h  of t h e  

30 g a r d e n  p l a n t a t i o n .  S e e  t a b l e  be low . 

T a b l e  4-4 

R a t e  o f  g a r d e n  a s s e s s m e n t  of Macleod  - i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  

T i p p u  S u l t a n ' s  

I t e m  
r a t e  
F .C  F.C r u p e e  

Coconut  t ree  n e a r  1-16 1 0  
t h e  coast  

Coconut  t ree i n l a n d  - 1-00 1 2  

B e t t l e  a r r a c k  0-45 0.30 3 2  

p e p p e r  v i n e  5-50 4-00 3  

J a c k  tree 3-13 2.00 6 

With  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n s  a n d  r e v e n u e  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  Macleod  p r o p o s e d ,  t h e  Boa rd  of Directors 

commented t h a t  " h e  h a d  g i v e n  a n  a b l e  summary o f  t h e  

a b u s e s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  s y s t e m  of gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  

b e n e f i t s  t h a t  w e r e  l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  f rom t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  mode o f  management ... a n d  a l s o  f o r  

30. I b i d .  PP.5-6 



t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of a n  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  a n d  

r e d u c t i o n  o f  c h a r g e s  i n  t h e  v a l u a b l e  p r o v i n c e  1 3 1 .  T h i s  

encouragemen t  f rom t h e  gove rnmen t  w a s  d u e  t o  M a c l e o d ' s  

unbounded e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  a n  augumented  r e v e n u e  t h a n  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .  H e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v e n u e  c i v i l  

s e r v a n t s  i n  M a l a b a r  e x c e e d e d  t h e  number a b s o l u t e l y  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  management of t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  h e n c e  a 

r e d u c t i o n  of c h a r g e s  was e x p e c t e d .  B e s i d e s  h e  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  e s t i m a t e  fo rmed  f r o m  t h e  

r e p o r t s  o f  Menons shows a n  i n c r e a s e  it was g e n e r a l l y  

c a l c u l a t e d  t o  c o n c e a l  a  p o r t i o n ' 3 2 .  T h i s  o p i n i o n  made 

t h e  c o u r t  of D i r e c t o r s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  a b l e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Macleod ,  s t i l l  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  

would  b e  y i e l d e d .  The  collector now p r o c e e d e d  w i t h  t h e  

newly  r e v i s e d  c o l l e c t i o n .  So  when t h e s e  t w o  

u n s c i e n t i f i c  m e a s u r e s  came accompan ied  w i t h  a  r i g i d  

method o f  e x a c t i o n  t h e  r y o t s  c o u l d  n o t  p a y  t h e i r  

o b l i g a t i o n s .  The  r e s u l t  w a s  a n  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  

arrears.  

A l a r g e  amount o f  a r r e a r s  of r e v e n u e  was f o u n d  

u n c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s .  33 M r .  Macleod  

31. G e n e r a l  R e p o r t .  Vo1.8. d t .  9 t h  O c t o b e r  1802 .  
P a r a . 1 7 1 .  

32 .  Macleod's R e p o r t .  P . 3 ;  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t .  Vo1.8. 3 1 s t  
J a n u a r y  1 8 0 3 .  Para  1 7 7 .  



T a b l e  4-5 

A r r e a r s  o f  r e v e n u e  for t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  
f u s l y  1202-1210 -------------- .................... ------------------- 

Year S e t t l e m e n t  1 B a l a n c e  -------------- ........................................ 
F U S ~ Y  1 2 0 2  2 ,64,326-9-50 46,706-25-30 

5,08,399-23-39 -------------- 
37,92,856-24-24 --------------- 

A v e r a g e  4 ,21,428-21-29 .................... 
f o u n d  i t  ' i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t r ace  t h e  r y o t s  who o u g h t  t o  

p a y  t h i s  l o n g  b a l a n c e  of a r r e a r s 1 .  H e ,  t h e r e f  ore ,  

t h o u g h t  it e x p e d i e n t  n o t  t o  alarm t h e  i n h a b i t u a l s  f o r  

such a d i s t a n t  arrears ,  a n d  i n  case t h e y  are a s k e d  f o r ,  

' w i l l  a f f i rm t h a t  t h e y  p a i d  o f f  a l l  b a l a n c e  a s  t h e r e  

134 are n o  d e t a i l s  or ' d o c u m e n t s  t o  g u i d e  e n q u i r i e s  . 

REBELLION I N  1 8 0 3  

The  new a s s e s s m e n t  o r d e r e d  b y  Mac leod  p u t  

h e a v y  b u r d e n  on  t h e  t e n a n t s  a s  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  

34 .  M a c l e o d ' s  R e p o r t  P.7 



a c t u a l  p r o d u c e  a n d  t h e  s n a p - s u r v e y  were r e a l l y  

u n s ~ i e n t i f i c ~ ~ .  A s  t h e  p o w e r f u l  l a n d l o r d s  h a d  resisted 

t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  t h e  Payma i sh  a c c o u n t  was  framed n o t  o n  

a c t u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  l a n d  b u t  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

k a t c h e r r y .  The i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  

o f f i ce r s  w e r e  too  e l a b o r a t e  t o  e x e c u t i v e  t h e i r  work i n  

f o r t y  d a y s .  The  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s  w e r e  n o t  

o n l y  o v e r a s s e s s e d  b u t  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  

a g a i n s t  wrong o w n e r s  a l s o 3 ?  A c o m p a r i s o n  o f  h i s  

c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  a v e r a g e  p r o d u c e  of v a r i o u s  trees w i t h  

t h a t  of  M r . R i c k a r d f s  a n d  M r . G r a e m e f s  would  e x p l a i n  w e l l  

t h e  e x c e s s  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t .  

T a b l e  4-6 

E s t i m a t e  o f  a v e r a g e  p r o d u c e  of v a r i o u s  trees, b y  
M r  .Macleod i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  Mr .R icka rd  ' s  a n d  

M r .  G r a e m e  ' s . 
------------ -------------- -------------- ------------ 

Item 1 Macleod  1 R i c k w a r d s  F G r a e m e  ------------ -------------- -------------- ------------ 
Coconu t  I 48 I 1 9  / About  25 

A r e c a n u t  200 1 2 6  Abou t  1 5 0  

J a c k F r u i t , /  

1 2  1 5 1 P e p p e r  7 1 / 2  I b s  6/10 I b s  ------------ -------------- ------------- ------------- 

35 .  A.P. Abdu Rahiman ( o p . c i t . )  P.66 

36 .  C o l l e c t o r a t e  R e c o r d s .  ( R e v e n u e )  ~ 0 1 . 2 3 1 1 .  F.80 



CIA. I n n e s  w r i t e s  " H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  a n n u a l  

p r o d u c e  of a  c o c o n u t  a n d  a r e c a n u t  t ree  a t  t h e  h i g h  

a v e r a g e  o f  4 8  a n d  200 n u t s  r e s p e c t i v l y .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  

t h e s e  i n i t i a l  e r r o r s ,  h e  e n d e a v o u r e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of 

t h e  P a r a b u t t i e s  or  v i l l a g e  o f f i c e r s  t o  make a  s u r v e y  of 

t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i t h i n  4 0  d a y s .  The t i m e  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  was l u d i c r o u s l y  s m a l l ;  t h e  P a r b u t t i e s  w e r e  a s  

c o r r u p t  as  t h e y  w e r e  i n c o m p e t e n t ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  

a c c o u n t s  were r e d i c u l o u s l y  f a l s e .  A c t u a l  p r o d u c e  was 

o v e r e s t i m a t e d ,  p r o d u c e  w a s  a s s e s s e d  t h a t  e x i s t e d  o n l y  

i n  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r a b u t t i e s ,  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t s  

were imposed on t h e  wrongman. Not con ten t  with 

r e v i s i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  r e r e v i s e d  a l s o  t h e  r a t e  of 

e x c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  c u l t i v a t o r ,  when h e  p a i d  

i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y  h i s  h e a v y  a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  Fanams, 

f o u n d  t h a t  owing t o  t h e  r e v i s e d  t a b l e  of e x c h a n g e  a 

b a l a n c e  was s t i l l  d u e  f rom h i m ' .  37  S t i l l  Mr.Macleod 

p u r s u e d  w i t h  h i s  a im  w i t h  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  4 0 %  o f  g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  c o u l d  b e  c o l l e c t e d  f rom t h e  l a n d s  where  

e x p e n s e s  of c u l t i v a t i o n  i s  n o t  s o  h i g h .  I f  t h a t  

p r i n c i p l e  was a p p l i e d ,  s a y s  R i c k a r d s ,  ' a g r i c u l t u r e  

' 3 8  would  n o  l o n g e r  b e  a n  o b j e c t  w o r t h  p u r s u i n g  . 

3 7 .  C . A .  I n n e s  and F.b.E:vans 'Malabar a n d  Anjengo  
(Madras  1 9 0 8 )  P.314. 

38.  C o l l e c t o r a t e  R e c o r d s  ( r e v e n u e )  Vo1.2311.F.82 



I n  s h o r t ,  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  o f  Mac loed  made 

r e s e n t m e n t s  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  m o r e  b l a z i n g  a n d  t h e  

mass i n  g e n e r a l  rose i n  r e v o l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

I n  Wynad t h e  k u r i c h i a r s  r o s e  f i rs t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  

r y o t s  i n  Kurumbranad b y  J a n u a r y  1 8 0 3 ,  a n d  a l s o  i n  o t h e r  

pa r t s  of M a l a b a r .  Though t h e  m e a s u r e s  t o  c r u s h  t h e  

r e b e l s  f o u n d  a t e m p o r a r y  r e s u l t ,  it a g a i n  r e s u m e d  i n  

o t h e r  par t s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  o n  6 March  1 8 0 3 ,  Mac l eod  

made a p r o c l a m a t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  

g r i e v a n c e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  k u t c h e r r y  b y  t h e i r  

39 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  . T h i s  a s s u r a n c e  w a s  n o t  h e e d e d  b y  

t h e  rebels, a n d  a t  l a s t ,  o n  1 0 t h  March  1 8 0 3  Mac l eod  

r e s i g n e d  h i s  o f f i c e ,  a n d  R o b e r t  R i c k a r d s  w a s  p l a c e d  

h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  

ROBERT RICKARDS (1803-1804)  

'The  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  M a l a b a r  w a s  so  

s e r i o u s  a n a t u r e '  t h a t  Macleod h a d  b e e n  deemed t o  

t r a n s f e r  t h e  c i v i l  a n d  r e v e n u e  management  o f  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  t o  Mr .Robe r t  R i c k a r d s  t h e  f i r s t  j u d g e  o f  t h e  

c o u r t  o f  c i r c u i t  a n d  A p p e a l .  4 0  AS a m e a s u r e  of 

3 9 .  C o l l e c t o r a t e  R e c o r d s  ( R e v e n u e )  vo1 .2311 .  F .91;  
Logan  ' T r e a t i e s '  p t . 1 1 .  No.CCXL Note. 

40 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  Macleod  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  2 1  March 
1 8 0 3 ,  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t .  Vo1.9. P a r a  5 1 7 ;  Logan  
t r ea t ies .  pt.11 No-CCXL. 



p a c i f i c a t i o n ,  i s  f i rs t  a c t  was t o  r e v o k  b o t h  t h e  

r e f o r m s  of Macleod s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  t a k i n g  c h a r g e  a s  

p r i n c i p a l  co l lec tor .  I l e  a s s u r d  t h e  i m h a b i t a n t s  t h a t  

t h e  gove rnmen t  would c o l l e c t  r e v e n u e  on  t h e  b a s i s  of 

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  f o r c e  i n  1 8 0 1 ,  a n d  wou ld  r e c e i v e  t h e  same 

i n  a l l  c u r r e n t  c o i n s  a t  t h e  r a t e  p r i o r  t o  3 1  A u g u s t  

1 8 0 2 ~ ~ .  Though M r  . R i c k a r d s  a c t i o n s  h a d  v e r y  good  

r e s u l t ,  a n d  h e  c o u l d  h a n d i e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e l l  w i t h o u t  

s p r e a d i n g  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of 

M a l a b a r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  c o u n c i l  was n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  

Mr .Rickards  a s s u m i n g  t h e  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  of a  

co l lec tor .  The  g o v e r n o r  r emarked  t h a t  ' a l l  t h e  ac ts  of 

M r . R i c k a r d t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  f o u n d e d  on  

n o  o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o n c e d i n g  t o  

r e b e l s  i n  a r m s  a l l  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  s u p p o s e d  t o  

, 4 2  demand . To  g r a n d  t h e s e  e x t r a  o r d i n a r y  c o n c e s s i o n s  

w a s  t h a u g h t  t o  b e  f a t a l  t o  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  

a u t h o r i t y .  The  gove rnmen t  s e v e r e l y  r e b u k e d  

Mr .R icka rds ,  a n d  a s k e d  t o  g i v e  a d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  of 

t h i n g s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  Board  o f  Revenue.  
43 

A s  a  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h i n g s  a g a i n  would  make t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  f u r t h e r  w o r s e ,  a n d  ' t h e  r e v o c a t i o n  of t h e  a c t  

41. Col lectora te  R e c o r d s  Vo1.2310 F.4 

4 2 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  - Vo1.9 P a r a  517 

43. I b i d  p a r a  516-17  



a l r e a d y  done  m i g h t  e n t i r e l y  d i s s o l v e  t h e  c i v i l  

g o v e r n m e n t ' ,  t h e  government  a s k e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

a u t h o r i t y  ' t o  s u f f e r  e v e r y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  

immed ia t e  v i o l e n c e ,  o f  i n s u r g e n t s  u n t i l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

c o u l d  a r r i v e  ' . 4 4  Mr.Ricka rds  w a s  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  

make f u r t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n  t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  

w i t h o u t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  order o f  t h e  gove rnmen t ,  a n d  it 

was a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  h e  ' s h o u l d  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  

c i v i l  government  i n  m a l a b a r .  45 The p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  

a l l  t h e s e  p rob lem l i e s  i n  t h e  t i m e  f a c t o r  f o r  

communica t ion  be tween  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  

government  a t  Benga l .  

The  gove rnmen t ,  however ,  l a t e r  c o n f i r m e d  

M r . R i c k a r d l s  a c t i o n s  a n d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  t e r m s  of h i s  

p a c l a m a t i o n .  M a t t e r s  b e g a n  t o  improve  s l o w l y ,  b e c a u s e  

of M r . R i c k a r d l s .  t i m e l y  c o n c e s s i o n  a n d  r e a d i n e s s  t o  

l o o k  i n t o  matters .  I n  t h e  n o r t h  f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of 

4 6  
R a n d a t h a r a  h e  p r o p o s e d  a f r e s h  a n d  m o d e r a t e  r e v e n u e  . 
On 1 6  A p r i l  1803  R i c k a r d s  a p p o i n t e d  Mr-Burdock Brown t o  

make a  new s u r v e y  i n  R a n d a t a r a  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  t h e  

i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l o w e r  a s s c s s m c n t  a n d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  

- 
4 4 .  I b i d  p a r a . 5 1 7 .  

45. I b i d  Para .  5-18-19 

46. Logan ' T r e a t e i s '  P t - I 1  No.CCXL1 





s h o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  t o  Jenmakar  ( l a n d l o r d s ) ,  on 

a s c e r t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  f rom l a n d s  a l r e a d y  i n  t h e  

s t a t e  of c u l t i v a t i o n ,  ... a n d  t o  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

c o n f i r m e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  it s e e m s  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  

i n s p i r e  a g a i n s t  f u t u r e  i n n o v a t i o n s ,  i s  l i k e l y ,  n o t  o n l y  

t o  p r o d u c e  g e n e r a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  b u t  t o  p r o m o t e ,  i n  a n  

i n c r e a s e d  d e g r e e ,  t h a t  s p i r i t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y ,  

which  i s  n a t u r a l  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a b t s  o f  M a l a b a r ,  a n d  it 

i s  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  c u l t i v a t i o n  a l o n e  ... . t h a t  

50 government  o u g h t  t o  e x p e c t  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e "  . The 

g o v e r n o r  r e s p o n d e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  a n d  

recommended t h e  s y s t e m  o f  d e c e n n i a l  l e a s e ,  a s  a d o p t e d  

i n  Benga l .  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h i s  w a s  a b a s i c  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s y s t e m ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l ' s  c o n s e n t  was 

5 1  a w a i t e d  . 

'VILACHAL-MEN1 PATTAM' 

With a  v i e w  t o  remedy t h e  e x t r e m e  i n e q u a l i t y  

i n  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  some f i x e d  p r i n c i p l e  o n  

wh ich  t o  b a s e  a  new a s s c s s r n e n t  Mr.R.ickards t r i e d  t o  

a s c e r t a i n  f rom t h e  c h i e f  j enmis  wha t  mode of s h a r i n g  of 

p r o d u c e  c o u l d  b e  mos t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  them. Towards t h i s  

p u r p o s e  a m e e t i n g  o f  1 1 6  s u b s t a n t i a l  j e n m i s  ( i n c l u d i n g  

R a j a s ,  Nambood i r i s ,  M o o k i s t a n s )  was c a l l e d  a t  C a l i c u t  

50.  I b i d P . 8  

51.  M i n u t e s  o f  g o v e r n o r  2 2  A p r i l  1804  i n  I b i d .  P.15 



o n  2 9  J u n e  1 8 0 3  l S 2 .  A c c o r i d i n g l y ,  on  r ice  g r o u n d s  

a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  f rom t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  t h e  s e e d  a n d  

e x a c t l y  t h e  sarne f o r  e x p e n s e  of c u l t i v a t i o n ,  t h e  

c u l t i v a t o r  was a l l o t e d  1 / 3  of w h a t  r e m a i n s  ( n e t  

p r o d u c e ) ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  r i s i d u e  t o  b e  s h a r e d  b y  t h e  

gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  jenmi i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  6/10 a n d  

4/10 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  O n  g a r d e n  l a n d s ,  1 / 3  of g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  t o  t h e  k u d i y a n  a n d  ttic r e m a i n i n g  t o  b e  d i v i d e d  

e q u a l l y  be tween  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  jenmakar  53 . I t  

was a l s o  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h i s  e q u a t i o n  t o  b e  p e r m a n e n t l y  

f i x e d  on  a l l  l a n d s  c u l t i v a t e d ,  a n d  t h o s e  would  be  

c u l t i v a t e d  i n  f u t u r e ,  a t  t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  of t h e  Boa rd  

o f  Revenue.  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t  e x a c t e d  

4 0 %  o f  the n e t  p r o d u c e  f rom w e t  l a n d s ,  a  s h a r e  higher 

t h a n  t h a t  o f  c u l t i v a t o r ' s  a n d  l a n d l l o r d s  a n d  more  t h a n  

t h a t  f r o m  g a r d e n  l a n d s .  5 4  G e n e r a l l y  1 / 3  o f  thc g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  w a s  'deemed s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  ~ u d i a n ' .  The  

money r a t e s  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  was t o  b e  f i x e d  by t h e  

s u b c o l l e c t o r s  u n d e r  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  l o c a l  v a l u e  o f  

t h e  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s .  The  a g r e e m e n t  was s i g n e d  by  a l l  

t h e  1 1 6  p r i n c i p a l  j e n m i s .  

5 2 .  P a p e r  s i g n e d  by  t h e  R a j a s ,  N a m b o o d i r i e s ,  M o o k i s t a n s  
and p r i n c i p a l  l a n d l - o r d s  o n  2 9  ,Tune 1 8 0 3 .  P R C ,  1 8 0 3  
No .61  , V < ) l  . j ' i ?  ; I , o : j , i t ~ .  'l'r~;jt: i p s .  l 'k .  1 r N o . ( Y ' X l t  1 I - 
C C X L I I I I .  

53 .  I b i d ;  R i c k a r d s '  R e p o r t  P .1 .  

5 4 .  T.C. V a r y h e s e  ( o p .  c i t . )  P . 2 5  



13ulr. i I 1 i !  I :  I I c . p ) o r L  or1 20 k'c>l,r u'l r y 1804 , 

R i c k a r d s  p r o p o s e d  a c h a n g e  i n  P e p p e r  a s s e s s m e n t .  T h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  h c  a c q u i r e d  from v a r i o u s  c h a n n e l s  p r o v e d  

t h a t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  p e p p e r  p r o d u c e d  i n  M a l a b a r  h a d  

b e e n  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  d e c l i n e ,  owing  t o  a w a n t  of d u e  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  v i n e s ,  o r  

t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of new o n e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  w a s  

p r o p o s e d  o n l y  1 / 6  o f  t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  i n s t e a d  o f  1 / 3  

or f o r  a n  e x e m p t i o n  o f  t h e  v i n e s  f r o m  t a x  f o r  a 

m o d e r a t e  i n l a n d  d u t y  e x c l u s i v e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

export d u t y  a t  t h e  s e v e r a l  sea p o r t s .  5 5  ~ a t e r  

c o n c e d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  

' M a l a b a r  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  y i e l d e d  f o r m a r l y  2 0 , 0 0 0  

c a n d i e s .  Tile e s t i m a t e d  amount  a t  p r e s e n t  does n o t  

e x c e e d  GOO0 ca11di.c~ ' . 'I'licrcforc c v c . r y  cnc:or~rn~jc~r~cnt 

56 o u g h t  t o  b e  g i v e n  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n .  . B u t  

t h e  r e a s o n  fo r  t h i s  decrease w a s  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  

i n a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  n e g l e g e n c e  b y  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r s  i n  t h e  

wake  of p r e v i o u s  r e b e l l i o n s  t h o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I n  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  p e p p e r  a s s e s s m e n t  R i c k a r d s  

h i m s e l f  h a d  o p i n e d  i n  t h e  forrncr report; (June L803) a s  

' t h e  r a t e  i s  t o o  h i g h ' .  B u t  a s  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  h a d  

a c q u i e s c e n d  i n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  h e  d i d  n o t  f ee l  h i m s e l f  

55. R i c k a r d s '  R e p o r t  ( 1 8 0 4 )  P .9  

5 6 .  M i n u t e  o f  G o v e r n o r  B e n t i c k .  2 2  A p r i l  1 8 0 4 .  i n  I b i d  
P . 1 5  



157 a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d e c r e a s e  the s h a r e  of g o v e r n m e n t  . 
H e r e  a r e m a r k a b l e  p o i n t  i s ,  why t h e  l a n d l o r d s  w e r e  

r e a d y  t o  p a y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e c t e d .  58 

T h e  t o t a l  jumma o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f o r  f u s l y  1 2 1 2  

( 1 8 0 3 )  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a n d  r e v e n u e ,  l i c e n c e s ,  c u s t o m s  

e tc .  w a s  s t a r  p a g o d e n  624033-14-50.  O u t  of t h i s  b y  

December 1 8 0 3  s t a r  p a g o d e n  5 , 6 4 , 3 0 6 - 2 9 - 7 5  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  

l e a v i n g  a b a l a n c e  f o r  s t a r  p a g o d a n  59 ,726-26-55 .  5 9  

C I V I L  ESTABLISHMENTS 

F o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  of a d m i n i s t a t i o n ,  

e n l a r g i n g  t h e  area o f  t h e  f o r m e r  c i rc les  t h e  former 

collector h a d  a l r e a d y  d i v i d e d  t h e  w h o l e  p r o v i n c e  i n t o  

f o u r  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  n a m e l y  C a l i c u t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

d i v i s i o n ,  T e l l i c h e r r y  t h e  " c e n t r a l ,  C a n n a n o r e ,  t h e  

n o r t h e r n ,  a n d  P a l a g h a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  d i v i s i o n s .  6 0  in 

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  v i l l a g e  a s  u n i t s  o f  management ,  some 

o t h e r  a g g r e g a t e  h a d  t o  b e  a d o p t e d ,  a n d  c i v i l  o f f i c i a l s  

a p p o i n t e d .  T h e  s o c i a l  u n i t s  l i k e  ' t a r a ' ,  ' g ramam'  o r  

' c h e r i '  e tc .  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  be t o o  s m a l l  a n d  d i d  n o t  

5 7 .  I b i d  P .14 

58. S e e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  O G ~ I L  233 -35 

59 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  v o 1 . 9  P a r a . 5 3 5  

6 0 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t . 3 0  J a n u a r y  1 8 0 2 .  Vo1.7 P a r a . 9 0  



make a n y  c l e a r  c u t  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n .  T h e r e  h a d  

b e e n  a  g e n e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of s m a l l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  

c a l l e d  ~ d e s a m ' ~ ~  a n d  i t s  h e a d  c a l l e d  ' d e s a v a z h i  ' . T h i s  

a l s o  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o o  s m a l l ,  w h i l e  t h e  Mysorean 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  d i v i s i o n  ca l l ed  ' h o b l i '  w a s  u n s u i t e d .  

The f i r s t  co l lec tors ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a d o p t e d  a sort  of 

' P a r i s h '  g r o u p i n g  c a l l e d  ' amisham'  (amshum) fo r  e a c h  of 

wh ich  t h e r e  be ing  a headmen a n d  a n  a c c o u n t a n t  c a l l e d  

Menon, The o r i g i n a l  ' n a d '  was a l s o  made u s e  o f  a s  a 

sort of l a r g e r  d i v i s i o n  or  ' t a l u k ' ,  w i t h  i t s  n a d u v a z h i  

( e x e c u t i v e  h e a d )  a n d  i t s  ' d e s h a d h i k a r i '  o r  

( a c c o u n t a n t ) .  

R o b e r t  R i c k a r d s  i n  h i s  s e c o n d  r e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  

on  2 0  F e b r u a r y  1 8 0 4  recommended f o r  a r e f o r m  i n  t h e  

c i v i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  H e  s t r e s s e d  f o r  

a n  i n t i m a t e  knowledge o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  c u s t o m ,  

l a n g u a g e  e t c .  a n d  a  f ree i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e s  

b y  t h e  c i v i l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

H e  recommended ' t h e  employment o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  

n a t i v e s  of M a l a b a r ,  i n  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  f o r e i g n  Brahmins ,  

who h a v e  u n d e r  a l l  p a s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  been  v e r y  

61.  Under t h e  p e r u m a l s  t h e r e  w e r e  ' d e sam '  d i v i s i o n s  
a n d  i t s  head  ' D e s a v a z h i s ' .  T h i s  desam was 
e x p e r i m e n t e d  by  c i r c l e  c o l l e c t o r s  w i t h  i t s  h e a d  a s  
' P a r a b u t t i e s ' .  



g e n e r a l l y  c a l l e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  

European  A g e n t s ,  t o  p r o v e  a n o t h e r  s o u r c e  o f  

c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  a t t a c h m e n t ' .  6 2  'The  same t i m e  

European  A g e n t s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  g e n e r a l l y  

a s  p o s s i b l e  o v e r  e v e r y  b r a n c h  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e m ' ,  h e  s t r e s s e d .  

B e s i d e s  ' t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  a n d  a n  

A s s i s t a n t  f o r  who le  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  power 

on t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  o n e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  s u b c o l l e c t o r s  

i n  t h e  4 d i v i s i o n s  as N o r t h e r n ,  c e n t r a l ,  s o u t h e r n  a n d  

63 
e a s t e r n .  . Cochin  a n d  i t s  d e p e n d e n c i e s  h a d  b e e n  p u t  

u n d e r  o n e  A s s i s t a n t .  The  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  A s s i s t a n t s  

u n d e r  e a c h  s u b c o l l e c t o r  was found  as n future scope f o r  

a s u c e s s i o n  o f  young E u r o p e a n s  t o  b e  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  l a t e r .  

The  g o v e r n o r ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  

Mr.Burdock Brown, recommended t o  c o n f i r m  him i n  t h e  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  of t h e  c u s t o m s  upon t h e  w h o l e  l i n e  of 

t h e  s e a  coast o f  Ma laba r .  6 4  Mr.Ricka rds  w a s  of t h e  

62 .  ~ i c k a r c d s '  R e p o r t  P.6 .  

6 3 .  A l r e a d y  t h e r e  was a d i v i s i o n  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  manner  
u n d e r  s u b  collectors. [ j u t  Zater t h e  posts were 
k e p t  vacant due to thc e x p e n c e  of salary ( 2 5 0  
p a g o d a s  f o r  e a c h )  b e i n g  t h e  o b j e c t i o n .  Now t h e  
s a l a r y  w a s  r e d u c e d  t o  S.P.200 p e r  month f o r  e a c h .  

6 4 .  R i c k a r d s '  R e p o r t  P.14 



o p i n i o n  t h a t  'Mr.Brown may h a v e  a  f i x e d  s a l a r y  f o r  h i s  

t r o u b l e ,  i n s t e a d  of a p e r c e n t a g e  on  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n '  o f  

65  cus tom . But  t h e  g o v e r n o r  w a s  s o  much p l e a s e d  f o r  h i s  

s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  d u t y  h e  was 

a s s i g n e d  t o ,  a  commission 1 2 %  on  t h e  n e t  amount  o f  h i s  

c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  a l l o w e d .  66 

I n  1 8 0 4  R i c k a r d s  f o u n d  t h e  n a t i v e  r a j a s  a n d  

c h i e f s  s t i l l  p o w e r f u l  enough .  The j u d i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

t h o u g h  h a d  b e e n  r e l i n q u i s h e d  f o r m e r l y  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  

company, 'was s t i l l  v i r t u a l l y  i n  t h e i r  h a n d s ' .  T h i s  

w a s  f o u n d  a s  a n  h u r d l e  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

of company r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  h e  

v i ewed  t h e  Ma l ikhana  a l l o w a n c e  t o  them. Under a n  

e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  gove rnmen t  e x p e c t e d ,  a n  

i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e ,  a n d  a  p r o p o r t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  would  b e  

n e c e s s a r y  i n  Ma l ikhana  a l l o w a n c e  a l s o  i f  t h e  5% a s  

c a l c u l a t e d  on t h e  Jumma o f  t h e  y e a r  1503 (976MS) w a s  

c o n t i n u e d .  S o  t h e  gove rnmen t  f i x e d  t h e  amount  on  t h e  

6  7  p r e s e n t  sum on 5 May 1804  . 

65.  I b i d  P.12 

66 .  The  Board  o f  Revenue t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  co l lec tor  5 
May 1804  I b i d  P .1 .  

67 .  I b i d  PP.6-8 



THOMAS WARDEN (1804-1816) 

Mr.Rickards8 recommendations were approved by 

the government and Mr.Warden was appointed as the third 

principal collector on 10th March 1804. Mr. Warden 

appointed Messers. J.Drumnond to the southern, T.H. 

Baber to the northern, J.Pearson to the central and 

J.Wilson to the eastern divisions as sub collectors on 

a salary of 200 pagodas each. The Board of Revenue 

informed the new collector on 5 May 1804 to make 

proclamation on the principle of revenue assessment, in 

reference to the former collectors report. The same 

68 was soon fixed to be carried out in the province . 

JENMI PAYMAISH OF 1805 

The year 1805 was important in the history of 

Malabar revenue, for it was in this year that Mr-Thomas 

Warden tried to introduce a uniform system of revenue 

assessment for the whole province, based on a new 

assessment. 6 9  The, measures hetherto (1805 ) adopted had 

been fragmented and of local application. The revenue 

assessment and its collection were not uniform and 

systematic as it was effected by the commissioners and 

---- 

68. Thackery's Report (1807) P.9 

69. Logan vol. I .P . G 7 G  



c o l l e c t o r s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  R a j a s  a n d  c h i e f s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  

o c c a s i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s  a n d  ra tes  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  of T i p u  S u l t a n .  So e v e n  a f t e r  1 3  y e a r s  of 

t h e  company a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w a s  s t i l l  f o u n d  

s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of i t s  r e v e n u e  h i s t o r y .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  o f  Mr.Warden w a s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

t h e  orders o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e v i s i n g  r e v e n u e  

a s s e s s m e n t  p r o p o s e d  b y  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  M r . R i c k a r d s .  
7 0  

On 2 1  J u l y  1 8 0 5  h e  c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of l a n d  

t o  s e n d  i n  u n d e r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s i g n a t u r e s ,  a 

de ta i led  a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  l a n d e d  p r o p e r t y  as t h e  number  

of r ice f i e l d s  t h e y  p o s s e s s e d ,  t h e i r  names ,  e x t e n t ,  a n d  

n e t  r e n t  a n d  a s imi l a r  a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  g a r d e n  l a n d s  

w i t h  t h e  number  o f  a s s e s s a b l e  trees, p a s t  b e a r i n g ,  n o t  

b e a r i n g ,  y o u n g ,  e tc .  'l T h e  o b j e c t  i n  v i e w  w a s ,  f i rs t  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  name of c v c r y  f i e l d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  s o  a s  

t o  s e r v e  a g r o u n d  f o r  a n  a c t u a l  s u r v e y ,  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  a c c u r a t e  u n r n e r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  

assessable72 trees, t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  g a r d e n  a s s e s s m e n t s .  

T h e  s t a t e m e n t s  t h u s  o b t a i n e d  a r e  known a s  t h e  J a n m i  

p a y m a i s h  of -1.805 s i n c e  t h e  . - a c c o u n t s  wcrc rcntlcrcd b y  

7 0 .  De ta i l s  of w h i c h  i s  e l a b o r a t e l y  r e l a t e d  i n  
p a g e s  ,220 -23 . 

71 .  W a r d e n ' s  R e p o r t  1 8 1 3  P . 8 ;  Logan  V o l . 1 1 .  A p p e n d i x  XV. 

72 .  I b i d  P .8  



the Jenmkars themselves. A proclamation 

was given in the province on this effect on 21 July 

Mr.Warden thought that the proprietors would 

be induced to be accurate in those two item, because 

any falsity in either, was easily detectable, and they 

knew that the government assessment was only to be 

74 fixed on the rent payable to the proprietor. . 'But 

he was not succcssflil '75. On recript of thr returns, 

in certain places, the assessment were found to fall 

short of the proper proportion of 50% of the pattam. 

In such case it was raised, but excesses similarly 

ascertained were not reduced'. 76 

HINDUWI PAYMAISH ACCOUNT (1806-10) 

Besides the arrangement above refered to 

Mr.Warden also arranged through his sub-collectors 'to 

ascertain the actual produce on different qualities of 

soil in different parts of the province, with a view of 

obtaining data for a classification of the soils in 

- -  - -- 

7 3 .  Logan 11. Appendix XV. 

74. Warden's Report 1813 P . 8  

75 .  Powel P.179 

76.  Logan I. P.629  



every taluk. Being furnished with all these documents, 

Mr.Warden took necessary measures for commencing on the 

laborious work of surveying the rice lands. He was 

assisted in this by the Board of Revenue with all the 

valuable documents, and by the collector of coimbatore, 

who sent him a number of survcyers, all foreign to this 

7 7  country. . They entered on their duty in the year 

1806, and completed the work by 1810. unfortunatily, 

further works did not progress. The several changes 

which afterwards took place, brought with them such an 

accumulation of duty and trouble, with diminished means 

of getting through them, being left almost entirely to 

natives assistance, that the new assessment with 

everything connected with it was laid aside, and the 

revenue of the province was continued to be collected 

78 
on the commissioner's jumma of 1800-01) . 

Now complaints began to rise from some 

quarters, especially from the north. Mr.Wardcn says, 

'Not a single alteration has been made by me in the 

land revenue jumma of the northern division of 

Malabar'. But Mr.Logan says that 'this was not quite 

correct' to say so, because, in north Malabar it was 

77. Warden's Report 1813 P.9 



c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o d i f i e d  a s  t h e  s t e p s  t a k e n  by t h i s  

79 
a c c o u n t  of 1 8 0 5  . Any how, t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s ,  s t i l l ,  

much c o m p l a i n e d  o f .  The  c h i e f  c a u s e  o f  c o m p l a i n t  seems 

t o  h a v e  b e e n  n o t  so  much t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  

a s  t h e  l e v y  of them on  l a n d s  t h a t  h a d  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  a n d  

on g a r d e n s  t h e  trees o f  w h i c h  h a d  c e a s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  

f r u i t ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  t o  t h e  s a l e  of l a n d  f o r  a r r ea r s ,  

t o  w h i c h  M a l a b a r  j e n m i s  w e r e  n o t  a c c u s t o m e d .  80  

Baden Powel  s a y s  t h a t  ' H e  ( w a r d e n )  w a s  n o t  

v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  , a n d  f e l l b a c k  on some e a r l i e r  

a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  1800-01 ,  w h i c h  h e  c a u s e d  t o  b e  c o r r e c t e d  

a n d  w r i t t e n  o u t .  81 T h e s e  a c c o u n t  a r e  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  

b e s t  a c c o u n t s  y e t  p r e p a r e d ,  b u t  i n  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  

t h e y  are  v e r y  d e f e c t i v e .  8 2  B e i n g  w r i t t e n  b y  M a r a t h a  

Karnams t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  Hindwi p a y m a i s h  a c c o u n t  o r  . 

A l a v a  payma i sh  a c c o u n t .  

I n  t h e  j enmi  p a y m a i s h  a c c o u n t s ,  w h i c h  a re  t h e  

a c c o u n t s  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  j e n m a k a r s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

Mr.Warden i n  1 8 0 5 ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s o w a b l e  p a r r a h s  of 

s e e d ,  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  M a l a b a r  e x c l u s i v e  p a l g h a t ,  w a s  

7 9 .  Logan.  V o l . 1  PP .684 ,  695  

8 0 .  Powel  PP.179.180 

8 1 .  Powel  P.179 

82 .  I b i d  



1 8 , 6 5 , 0 4 0  b e i n g  1 1 , 6 0 , 3 9 5  p a r a h s  o r  1 6 4 8  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  

number of p a r a h s ,  i n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  ( 1 7 9 3 )  r e p o r t  

( 704645  p a r a h s )  a n d  1 0 , 8 2 , 8 4 6  p a r a h s ,  or  1 3 8 %  more t h a n  

t h e  number shown,  i n  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of 1 8 0 1  ( 7 , 8 2 , 1 9 4  

p a r a h s )  . 83 The  e s t i m a t e d  p r o d u c e  of t h e  j enmi  payma i sh  

a c c o u n t s  w a s  1 , 1 2 , 6 2 , 1 2 5  p a r a h s ,  w h i l e  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  r e p o r t  ( 1 7 9 3 )  e s t i m a t e d  it a t  7 0 , 4 6 , 4 5 0  

p a r r a h s  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  4215675  o r  5 9 % .  S o  t h i s  

h i g h  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b o t h  i s  u n a c ~ o u n t a b l e ~ ~ .  E i t h e r  of 

t h e  a c c o u n t s  ( J e n m i ,  payma i sh  or  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of 1 7 9 3 )  

m u s t  b e  e x a g i r a t e d .  G r a e m e  s a y s , "  I f  t h r e e  Fanams w e r e  

a p p l i e d  t o  e v e r y  p a r a h  85 sown f o r  a l l  t h e  c r o p s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  j enmi  payma i sh  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f  

r ice  l a n d s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  d i s t r i c t s ,  e x c l u s i v e  of 

P a l g h a t ,  w h i c h  w a s  i n  1 8 0 1  R u p e e s  6 , 8 3 , 7 8 0 . 0 0  wou ld  b e  

e x c e e d e d  b y  Rupee 9 , 1 4 , 8 2 5 . 0 0  o r  a b o u t  1 3 3  3/4% p e r c e n t  

a n d  would  be Rs.1598605.  "86 I t  w a s  q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  r e v e n u e  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  a s  

d e r i v a b l e  f r o m  t h e  j enmi  p a y m a i s h  a c c o u n t  c o u l d  

i n c r e a s e  f r o m  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  f r o m  t h a t  

8 3 .  G r a e m e ' s  R e p o r t  PP.38-9.  

84 .  I b i d .  P.39 

8 5 .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  a v e r a g e  amount  p r e v e l e n t  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t s .  

86 .  I b i d .  P . 3 9  



time to the present or that it would have remained 

concealed to this extent. 

The same error is apparent on a comparision 

with the number of trees brought forward in the Jenmi's 

paymaish accounts and the number entered in the 

commissioner 's report8'. Mr. Graeme concludes that the 

commissioner's accounts might be wrong as it was 

founded without any survey, but based on the accounts 

of the Mysoreans, and the same time the present one 

being accounts rendered by the jenmakars themselves 

would be accurate without question. But still the 

assessment was found to be oppressive. Complaints of 

over assessment or unequal assessment was still found 

in parts of the provins. To answer the question why 

this happend again ( ? ) ,  we have to see a further 

analysis of the present accounts. 

J E N M I S '  ACCOUNT HOW FAR CORRECT 

The produce of a land and its distribution can 

more accurately be rendered by the actual cultivator of 

the land, than the proprietor who is less aware of the 

conditions, expences, productivity and other aspects of 

theland. So the government's reliability of the 

87. Graerne's Report PP.39-41; R . M .  J.C Para 39. 



a c c o u n t s  o f  s e e d s , p r o d u c e  e tc .  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  jenrnis  

a l o n e  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  The jenmi  i s  a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  

t o  see a n  augumented  p r o d u c e ,  wh ich  o n l y  would  a f f o r d  a  

l a r g e r  s h a r e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  as  w e l l  a s  t o  h i m s e l f ,  

f rom t h e  p a t t a m  s h a r e .  So t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  t e n d e n c y  o n  

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  j e n m i s  showing  a n  e x c e s s i v e  p r o d u c e .  

When t h e  s h a r e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  was c o l l e c t e d  

g e n e r a l l y  f r o m  t h e  t e n a n t s ,  t h e  a l r e a d y  f i x e d  p a t t a m  

a n d  i t s  s u b s e q u e n t  s h a r i n g  be tween  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  

t h e  j enmi  w i l l  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  i n  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e  u s u a l  method  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  was a c e r t a i n  

p a r a h  of s e e d  p r o d u c e  a  c e r t a i n  p a r r a h ,  a n d  b a s e d  o n  

t h i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  o u t  p u t  t h e i r  s h a r e  was f i x e d .  An 

i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  was a n  u n l i k e l y  a n d  r a r e  i n s t a n c e  

b u t  a  r e d u c e d  p r o d u c t i o n  was q u i t e  f r e q u e n t  d u e  t o  

v a r i o u s  c a s u a l t i e s  l i k e  d r a u g h t ,  f l o o d ,  c a t t l e s  

o v e r r u n n i n g ,  d e s e a s e s  e tc .  S i n c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a n d  

j e n m i ' s  s h r e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  f i x e d ,  t h e y  a r e  l eas t  

a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e s e .  So  a n  augumented  p r o d u c e  b y  t h i s  

jenmis a c c o u n t ,  i s  n o t  a wonder .  88  Warden s a y s  ' t h e y  

88. F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  f i e l d  o f  1 0  p a r a h s  s e e d  was 
c a l c u l a t e d  u s u a l l y  t o  p r o d u c e  1 0 0  p a r a h s .  I n  t h i s ,  
a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  10+10=20 p a r r a h s  f o r  t h e  s e e d  a n d  
e x p e n c e s ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  8 0  p a r r a h s  ( n e t  p r o d u c e )  
was d i v i d e d  i n  a f i x e d  principle. ( T h a t  i s ,  1 / 3  - -  
2 6  2 / 3  p a r a h s  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r ,  a n d  o f  t h e  r e s i d u e  
( 2 / 3 )  6/10 = 32 p a r r a h s  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  4/10 
= 2 1  1 / 3  p a r a h s  t o  t h e  j e n m i ) .  I n  t h i s  e q u a t i o n  a  
l a n d  o f  1 0  p a r a h  s e e d  h a d  a  f i x e d  p a t t a m  ( r e n t )  o f  



( j e n m i s )  know t h a t  t h e  gove rnmen t  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  o n l y  

t o  b e  f i x e d  on  t h e  r e n t  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r ' .  8 9 

R i c k a r d s  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  ' t h e  r a t e  w a s  t o o  h i g h ' ,  b u t  a s  

t h e  l a n d l o r d s  h a d  a c q u i e s c e n d  i n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  h e  d i d  

n o t  f e e l  h i m s e l f  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d e c r e a s e  t h e  s h a r e  of 

' 3 0  governmcn t . 

S h o r t l y ,  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e '  j e n m i ' s  

a c c o u n t  f o r  a p e r f e c t  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e  would  b e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  a  f a i l u r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  j enmi  a n d  t h a t  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  are  

m u t u a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  M r . G r a e m e ,  

o n  h i s  ' v e r u m p a t t a m  a s s e s s m e n t ' ,  t r i e d  t o  d e p e n d  t h e  

j enmi  paYrnaish a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  a n d  n e t  

p r o d u c e  of t h e  l a n d s .  B u t  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  f o u n d  

b y  h im on  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  g i v e  i n  m o s t  cases g r o s s l y  

I 9 1  f a l se  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  r e n t  r e c e i v e d  b y  j e n m i s  . 

53 1 / 3  p a r a h s  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  j e n m i  
t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  money on  a f i x e d  
r a t e .  I n  o n e  y e a r  i f  t h e  p r o d u c e  i s  less t h a n  
a r i t i c i p a t e d  d u e  t o  a n y  of t h e  n a t u r a l  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
t h i n g s  w i l l  c h a n g e  t o t a l l y  t o  a loss f o r  t h e  
c u l t i v a t o r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  y e a r  1 0  p a r r a h s  of 
s e e d  p r o d u c e  o n l y  8 0  p a r a h s .  The  n e t  p r o d u c t i o n  
w i l l  b e  ( 8 0 - 1 0 - l o = )  6 0  p a r r a h s .  From t h i s  5 3  1 / 3  
p a r r a h s  g o e s  a s  p a t t a m .  The  c u l t i v a t o r  g e t s  o n l y  6 
2 /3  p a r r a h s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f o r m e r  t w o  p a r t i e s  s h a r e  
i s  f i x e d  a l r e a d y .  N a t u r a l l y ,  a j enmi  i s  t e m p t e d  t o  
g i v e  a n  a r g u m e n t e d  p r o d u c e  i n  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s .  

8 9 .  W a r d e n ' s  R e p o r t  1813 P.8 

90.  R i c k a r d s '  R e p o r t  P .14  

91.  G r a e m e ' s  R e p o r t .  P a r a .  1 1 3 1 ;  Logan Vol  I .P .667 



C o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  p r o p r i e t o r s  were o f  d i f f e r e n t  

n a t u r e .  O f  t h i s  u n e q u a l  a s s e s s m e n t  was q u i t e  

r e p e a t e d l y  cotnpla i t i c d  o f .  'I'tlcrc w c r c  1 n n d s  i ti M a l a b a r  

c u l t i v a t e d  e i t h e r  by l a b o u r e r s  o r  by  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s  

t h e m s e l v e s  ( b u t  n o t  given on a n y  o t h e r  t e n u r e s  f o r  

c u l t i v a t i o n ) .  I n  t h e  jenmi  payma i sh  a c c o u n t ,  i t  w a s  

p r o b a b l e  t h a t ,  t h e  a c c o u n t s  r e n d e r e d  by  s u c h  

p r o p r i e t o r s  m u s t  h a v e  shown less p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  a  

reduced seed f o r  cultivation. This w a s  b e c a u s e ,  they 

w e r e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t e n a n t s .  I n  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  l a n d s  s i t u a t e d  n e a r b y  w i l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  a t  a  

d i f f e r e n t  r a t e ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r r i v e s  o c c a s s i o n  for  

c o m p l a i n t  o f  u n e q u a l  a s s e s s m e n t .  

W I L L I A M  THACKERAY'S RECOMMENDATIONS 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  j enmi  payma i sh  a c c o u n t  o f  

Mr.Warden was o f t e n  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  f r o m  v a r i o u s  

q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h e  comments a n d  

r ecommenda t ions  o f  Mr .Wi l l i am T h a c k e r y ,  who s t u d i e d  t h e  

r e v e n u e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  a  r e p o r t  

on  7  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 0 7 ,  would  b e  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  

r e f e r e n c e .  

H e  was  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  " t h e i r  ( j e n m i s )  

a c c o u n t  %f seed a n d  p r o d u c e  a r e  n o  d o u b t  f a l s e ' ,  a n d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  mus t  b e  c h e c k e d  by  s u r v e y  by  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  



agreements between landlord and tenant by actual 

experiment,.by sowing and reaping certain fields. I tg2 A 

complete measurement and survey of the paddy lands of 

the country was found necessary because there was no 

register of lands. Mr-Thackery was of the opinion that 

the uncertain estimate of produce by seed sown must be 

set aside for an acre of land for assessment. But for 

him a survey was more the business of the proprietor 

than the sovereign. 

He estimated revenue from the rice fields of 

whole Malabar at 3,40,000 pagodas on the basis of 6/10 

of the pattam. He wanted to ascertain this by a survey 

and if found correct, 'ought to divide the whole land 

tax first upon the district, then up on village, and 

next up on individual l g 3  So the revenue officers 

should proceed with the principal inhabitants to divide 

the assessment or rather the inhabitants ought to be 

left to assess themselves so that it be done fairly'. 

His reasoning was that 'the people of highly assessed 

districts will, therefore, point out any frauds which 

92. William Thackery. 'A report on the Revenue affairs 
of Malabar and Canara. 7th September 1807. 
(Calicut, 1911) (Here after Thacker's Report) P.10 

93.  Ibid 



may h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  t o  c o n c e a l  

9 4  t h e  t r u e  r e n t a l ' .  . 

But  t h i s  s e e m s  t o  be  q u i t e  s t r a n g e  a r e a s o n i n g  

as  i t  would  b r i n g  more f r a u d s  a n d  t r o u b l e s .  To q u o t e  

h i s  words ,  "'l'lie i t rd iv iduc t l  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  e a c h  v i l l a g e  

w i l l  e n d e a v o u r  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  t h r o w i n g  t h e  

b u r d e n  on  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  t e l l  e a c h  o t h e r s  

r e n t s ,  a n d  by a  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  a l l  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  

co l l ec to r  may b e  e n a b l e d  t o  c q u a l i s e  t h e  l a n d  t a x "  9 5  

T h i s  ' t r i a l  a n d  errors'  me thods ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  seems t o  b e  

h i g h l y  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  more c o m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  a 

s o c i e t y  wh ich  was a l r e a d y  i n  a  t u r m o i l .  If t h i s  method  

w a s  f o l l o w e d ,  l e a d i n g  men i n  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  may 

c o u n t r i v e  t o  e a s e  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  s h i f t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  

b u r d e n  on  t h e i r ,  s i m p l e r  n e i g h b o u r s .  B u t  T h a c k e r y  

r e f u t e d  a n y  s u c h  p o s s i b i l i t y  s a y i n g  t h a t  " t h e  a c t i v i t y  

of t h e  r e v e n u e  s e r v a n t s  w i l l  p r e v e n t  a n y  a b u s e s " .  
96 

R e g a r d i n g  g a r d e n  l a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  h e  o p i n e d  

t h a t  M r . R i c k a r d l s  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  u n d u l y  lower t h a n  t h e  

r y o t s  a d m i t t e d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  pay .  T h e r e f o r e  h e  s a i d  

' a s  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  w i l l  a l w a y s  c o n c e a l  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

9 4 .  I b i d .  P . l l  

9 5 .  I b i d .  

9 6 .  I b i d  



t h e  p r o d u c e  it may n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  

, 97  rate . F o r  h im ' t h e  e x c e l l e n t  p r i n c i p l e  a d o p t e d  i n  

respect t o  t h e  r i ce  f i e l d s  h a d  t o  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  g a r d e n  

98  
l a n d s '  a l s o  . I I e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  g a r d e n  

p r o d u c e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w o u l d  y i e l d  a r e v e n u e  of 

1 , 2 0 , 0 0 0  p a g o d a n  i f  i t  w a s  a s s e s s e d  e v e n  a t  1 / 4  o r  1 / 5  

99  of t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  . 

A s  r e g a r d s  t o  p e p p e r  M r . T h a c k e r y  h a d  q u i t e  

r e a s o n a b l e  s u g g e s t i o n s .  H e  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  p e p p e r  s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  d i r e c t l y  t a x e d  s i n c e  a n y  d i r ec t  t a x  u p o n  t h e  

p r o d u c e  may a c t  a s  a c h e c k  o n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  

a r t i c l e .  loo H e  s a i d ,  'Even  a 1 / 1 0  of t y t h e  o n  s o m e  

v a l u a b l e  p r o d u c t i o n s  i n  E n g l a n d  l e d  t o  t h e  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  of L e g i s l a t u r e  a s  it l e d  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s  t o  

k e e p  t h e i r  l a n d s  u n d e r  g r a s s  f o r  p a s t u r e .  lo' S o  e i t h e r  

1 / 2  or  1 / 3  or  e v e n  1 / 6  o f  t a x  o n  t h e  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  may 

d i s c o u r a g e  i t s  g r o w t h .  S o  h e  p r o p o s e d  o n l y  a l a n d  t a x ,  

a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t  may do - w h a t e v e r  h e  p l e a s e s  f o r  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o d u c t  i s  l a r g e l y  f o r  

9 7 .  I b i d  

98 .  I b i d  P .12  

9 9 .  I b i d  

1 0 0  . I b i d  

1 0 1 . I b i d .  



exportation purpose he recommended a duty on its 

exportation, than a heavy tythe on pepper. 

His recommendation for an exaction of revenue 

arrears also was very strange. He said, "In case of a 

defaulter's estate sold was not enough to meet the 

amount, the balance be taken from the whole village and 

if it exceeds 10% of the whole village revenue, the 

balance be taken from the district it occures. This 

type of recomendations and policies of the government 

and its officials show their particular interest only 

in the exaction of revenue other than solutions to 

these matters. In case any such solutions were 

suggested the executing authority was averse to these 

recommendations. For example, William Thackery found 

the rate of exchange of currency o p p r e s s i v e  to t h e  

inhabitants. So he said, 'the amount of the land tax 

should be calculated in Veraray Fanam, rupees and star 

pagodas'. Otherwise 'the consequence is that the 

revenue is nominally higher than it is in reality 
,102 

Unfortunately, this recommendation fell into the deaf 

ears of the government. 

102. Ibid P.15 



PAZHASSI REVOLT 

B e i n g  a  r i c h  l a n d  of p e p p e r  a n d  cardamom, 

Wynad w a s  a n  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  company s e r v a n t s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  S e r i n g a p a t a m  3 t a l o o k s  (o f  

r e v e n u e  40 ,001-2-10  3 /4  c a n t c r n i  p a g o d a s ) ,  n a m e l y  

K u d a r o o r  ( K a t h i r u r )  P a t c h e y  ( P a z h a s s i )  a n d  C o o t y a r y  

( K u t t i a d i ) ,  w h i c h  were p a r t  of t h e  K o t t a y a m  k i n g d o m  

w e r e  c e d e d  t o  t h e  company.  lo3 B u t  Wynad w a s  n o t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  t r e a t y  e v e n t h o u g h  it h a d  

formed p a r t  of K o t t a y a m  before t h e  M y s o r e a n  o c c u p a t i o n  

of M a l a b a r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  d e p u t e d  

a r e v e n u e  o f f i c e r  t o  Wynad a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  

from t h e  g o v e r n o r  g e n e r a l  i n  A p r i l  1 7 9 5 ,  t h e  Bombay 

g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  t h i s  a s  i t  m i g h t  p r o v o k e  

T i p u  a g a i n s t  t h e m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  h e n c e ,  w r o t e  t o  

t h e  M a d r a s  g o v e r n m e n t  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e m  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  

area f o r  t h e  company n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  T i p u .  1 0 4  

S i r  J o h n  s h o r e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  d i s p u t e d  

s t a t u s  o f  Wynad i n f o r m e d  t h e  Bombay g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a s  

T i p u  d i d  n o t  make a n y  c l a i m  t o  t h e  t w o  d i s t r i c t s  of 

Wynad a n d  Coorumbula  " t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e m  s h o u l d  n o t  be 

1 0 3 .  L o g a n ,  T r e a t i e s  P t .  I1 No.2 P . 1 4 5  

1 0 4 .  RMJC P a r a s  - 280-81 



brought to discussion 105 . But meantime the 

commissioners had instructed the Raja of Kurumbranad, 

who was in charge of the collection of revenue in 

Kottayam, to pay revenue for Wynad from the year 1795 

onwards. lo6 Kerala Varma of Kottayam family, who had 

made an attempt to secure the right of collecting 

revenue in Wynad, and had been challenging the 

authority of the company government was neglected. The 

company government started preparation to take hold of 

Wynad in July 1796. In December 1796 Tipu made a move 

again to Wynad and in March 1797 he claimed the right 

to collect revenue from Wynad. 
107 

As the situation was leading to much turmoil 

with three claims together on Wynad, the company tried 

for an amicable settlement with Tipu. On 3rd September 

1798 the commissioners. issued a proclamation 

recognising Tipu's right over Wynad. But by this time 

Pazhassi Raja had virtually took control of the area. 

During the IVth Mysorc war lie enjoyed sovereignty in 

Cotiote and Wynad. But the death of Tipu Sulthan in 

105. Revenue Diaries of the Northern superintendent 
1796. P.285 

106. Ibid. PP. 281-82 

107. Letter commissioners to Bombay 21 March 1797. BSP 
Diary No.55. PP.250-56 



t h i s  w a r  ( ~ a y  1 7 9 9 )  a n n e x e d  Wynad t o  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  

1 0 8  t e r r i t o r y  . However,  t h e  f i n a l  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  

a n n e x a t i o n  w a s  d o n e  o n l y  o n  2 9 t h  December  1 8 0 3 ,  w i t h  

t h e  R a j a  of Mysore .  1 0 9  

KERALA VARMA P A Z H A S S I  RAJA 

Kerala Varma was one  of the younger  p r i n c e s  of 

t h e  w e s t e r n  b r a n c h  of t h e  K o t t a y a m  f a m i l y  l o c a t e d  a t  

pazhasei. During t h e  Mysorean o c c u p a t i o n  h e  was l e f t  

a l o n e  o n  t h e  s c e n e  t o  manage  t h e  f a m i l y  d o m i n i o n s  a s  

t h e  rest of t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  s e n i o r  r a j a s  t o o k  r e f u g e  a t  

T r a v a n c o r e .  S o  h e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o w l  a s  a n  a l l y  of 

t h e  company f r o m  t h e  c h i e f  o f  T e l l i c h e r r y  o n  4 t h  May 

1 7 9 0 .  A f t e r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  of Malabar t o  t h e  

company,  t h e  R a j a  h a d  s i g n e d  a s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  

company o n  4 t h  May 1 7 9 2 ,  b y  w h i c h  h e  a g r e e d  t o  p a y  

t r i b u t e  f r o m  t h e  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  f i x a t i o n  

o f  t h e  r a t e  o f  r e v e n u e  t w o  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s  

w e r e  a p p o i n t e d .  L a t e r  o n  2 9 t h  O c t o b e r  1 7 9 2  t h e  

t r i b u t e  w a s  f i x e d  a t  R s . 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  of 

r e v e n u e  w a s  f i x e d  a t  5 0 %  of t h e  p r o d u c e .  
1 1 2  

1 0 8 .  Logan  T r e a t i e s  P t . 1 1  N o .  C X C I I I  

1 0 9 .  I b i d  No.CCXLVI1 

1 1 0 .  I b i d  P t . 1  No.XCV 

111. A i t c h i s o n ,  T r e a t i e s  V o 1 . V .  P .365  

1 1 2 .  D M J C  2 9 t h  O c t o b e r  1 7 9 2 .  L o g a n , T r e a t i e s  P t . 1 1  N o . X X  



S o o l ~  I - l trs ; 1 r b i I w i t-11 I -  (-olrlpnuy 

became unhealthy. This is reported to be on account of 

the attitude of the commissioners towards the Raja and 

their interest in the pepper monopoly. 1t was 

conditioned by t t i c i  r a g r e c r r ~ c n t  that " t h c  pepper 

produced in thc- c o u ~ l t r y  : ;hould  a11 bc collected for the 

company " 'l3 It was totally adverse to the interest of 

the raja. Shortly, the private commercial interest 

of the English officials rather than the long range 

interest of C l i c  con\pnr\y !lad j.nflucnccd this 

decision "l15. Rut another important reason for the 

worsening of the Raja's relation with the company was 

the judicial power exercised by the Raja disrespecting 

the company's terms of agreement. 1 1 6  

Exploiting the occassion the Kurumbranad Raja 

made a proposal for his co-operation and on 18 May 1793 

he agreed to pay the revenue collection for the five 

taluks of Kottayam. The ~azhassi Raja retorted 

threatening to cut down all the pepper wines in 

113. Ibid 

114. Letter W.G. Farmer and W. Page to Robert Taylor. 
31st October 1792. RRP. Vol.XIV P.191 

115. Rajendran (0p.ci.t) P.259 

116. He had executed death penalty for two Mappilas 
against the terms of the agreement 



Kottayam, i.f t l l c - .  corllpnrly canic to collect rcvcnuc. So 

the entire collection came to a stand still. The Nairs 

of the country supported the Raja. He claimed the 

revenue of Kuttiady division exclusively for expenses 

of hie religious duties, on an alleged exemption by 

Tipu. 117 M r .  1 '  I co~lccdcd o r  this special 

conceseion, and this was kept secret enclosed in a 

seperate paper besides 'other concessions agreed to. 

The Raja was given 1/5 of the net revenue for his 

personal allowance, and 1/5 for his religious 

ceremonies, according to the agreement signed with the 

commissioners on 20th December 1793. '19 The assessment 

was generally light, and was found to be highly 

concessional. The company officials criticised this 

and Alexander Walker remarked that they were "effected 

by fear and corruption". 120 Later the governor general 

revoked these concessions on the ground that "they were 

extremely impolitic and would only lead to future 

disturbance 11121 

117. Tipu had assessed Kuttiady at 12,828 Hoons 

118. T.P. Sankaran Kutty Nair, A Tragic Decade in 
Kerala History (Trivandrum, 1927) P.8 

119. Diary of Malabar supervisor. W.G. Former 20th 
December 1793 T , o g n n ,  T r e a t i e s ,  Pt. IS No.  T , X X I V  

120. Nightingale P.108 

121. Letter governor general to Malabar supervisor, 
28th May 1794. BSP Diary No.48 PP.516-20 



A s  a r e s u l t ,  e n g a g e m e n t  w a s  a g a i n  made w i t h  

t h e  Kurumbranad R a j a  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  a n d  he  

was g i v e n  p r o t e c t i o n  b y  t h e  company t r o o p s .  Seeing t h e  

d a n g e r o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  company ,  P a z h a s s i  Raja 

e s c a p e d  f r o m  t h e r e ,  a n d  p r o p o s e d  f o r  p a r d o n .  T h e  

r e q u e s t  was  cor~cccdcd a n d  w a s  restored t o  h i s  former 

p o s i t i o n  by c o l o n e l  D o w .  B u t  t h e  K u r m b r a n a d  ~ a j a  d i d  

n o t  h a n d o v e r  t h e  order of r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  d i d  n o t  g i v e  

t h e  b o o t y  t h e  company r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  raja. T h e r e  

was a l o t  of c o n f u s i o n  i n  t h i s  o c c a s s i o n  o n  a c c o u n t  

Mr.Mardock B r o w n ' s  d o u b l e  ro le  b e t w e e n  t h e  R a j a  a n d  t h e  

company o f f i c i a l s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  among 

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e - r s  r e g a r d i n g  the r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  R a j a  

a l s o  made t h i n g s  t r o u b l e d .  122 P a z h a s s i  Raja w a s  

s e c u r i n g  more  s u p p o r t  arid a l l i e s  d u r i n g  this p e r i o d .  

Many p e a s a n t s  of K o t t a y a m  a n d  Wynad j o i n e d  h im.  From 

s o u t h  a p r i n c e  of Z a m u r i n ' s  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  M a p p i l a  

rebels of s o l l t h e r n  M a l a b a r  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  s u p p o r t  

of him.  T h e r e  w i t n e s s e d  f u r i o u s  w a r f a r e  i n  p a r t s  of 

Wynad a n d  t h e  j u n g l e s  became a n  i m p o r t a n t  s h e l t e r  f o r  

t h e  R a j a ' s  force. T h e  s e n i o r  R a j a  who w a s  i n  

T r a v a n c o r e  was r e c a l l e d  a n d  was  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  of 

K o t t a y a m .  P a z h a z z i  R a j a  w a s  p a r d o n e d  a n d  a p e n s i o n  of 

R s . 2 0 0 0 ,  p e r  annuam w a s  given. 123 i n  September 1 7 9 7 .  

1 2 2 .  N i g h t i n g a l e .  PP.115-16 

1 2 3 .  L o g a n ,  T r e a t i e s ,  P t . 1 1 .  No.CXLV, C X L V I I  



AS 110Lcd c a ~ - l i c r ,  ; t L L c r  t l ~ e  cleat11 OF ' I ' ipu, 

Wynad was c e d e d  t o  t h e  company. P a z h a s s i  R a j a ,  h a d  

become a  h e r o  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Wynad b y  t h i s  t i m e .  So  

i n  1800-  Iic ; i g n i ~ i  ro:;c' frola s l r ~ ~ n l ~ c r ,  w i . t t ~  ttic s u p p o r t  

of people. Many of h i s  s u p p o r t e r s  were h a n g e d  i n  

p u b l i c .  T h i s  t y p e  of a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  company 

government  made sympathy  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  R a j a .  

Ma jo r  Macleod ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  i s s u e d  orders d i s a r m i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  i n  

Sep tember  1 8 0 2  h e  e n f o r c e d  a s u d d e n  enhancemen t  of t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  on l a n d  r e v e n u e  b y  20%, as r e f e r e d  i n  formeq 

p a g e s .  T h i s  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  t h e  ~ u b i i c  f a v o u r  f o r  t h e  

r e b e l s .  I n   arch 1 8 0 3 ,  when who le  t h e  p r o v i n c e  rose i n  

mass  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Wynad i n  g e n e r a l  j o i n e d  P a z h a s s i  

Raja a q a i n s t  t h e  company gove rnmen t .  P e a s a n t s  a n d  

l a b o u r e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  k u r i c h i a r s ,  k u r i m a r s  a n d  

kurambar  s u p p l i e d  the f i g h t i n g  f o r c e  t o  t h e  r e b e l s .  

I n  e a r l y  1804  T.H. Babe r  t o o k  c h a r g e  a s  sub- 

col lec tor  of T e l l i c h e r r y .  H e  g a v e  g e n e r a l  amnes ty  t o  

t h e  p u b l i c ,  e x c e p t  r e b e l s  a n d  s o u g h t  p e a c e .  The  force 

o f  K o l k a r s  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  t o  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  g u e r i l l a s  o f  

Wynad j u n g l e .  On 3 0 t h  November 1 8 0 5  a n  e n c o u n t e r  i n  

t h e  j u n g l e  b r o u g h t  t o  a n  end  of P a z h a s s i  R a j a ' s  life. 

1 2 4 .  Logan Vol .1 .  P.534 



So a l i g h t  began  f rom p e r s o n a l  g r i e v a n c e s  

culminated . in  n ~)opr1l,7r rcvo.l.t: of ttlc pcoplc of Wynad. 

T h e r e  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c e r t a i n  m i s t a k e n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  as  r e a s o n  for  t h i s  r e v o l t s .  Bu t  i t  was 

p r i m a r i l y  s t a r t e d  as  a  r e s t o r a t i v e  movement for  h i s  

former p o s i t i o n  a n d  r i g h t  o f  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n .  
125 

I n  f o r m e r  y e a r s  t h e  Raja a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  h a d  

g i v e n  p o w e r f u l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  companyas a s  a l l y  

of t h e  company gove rnmen t .  They had e v e n  s e n t  a  t r o o p  

of 6000  N a i r  f o r  t h i s .  Bes ides ,  h e  w a s  o n e  of t h e  

e a r l i e r  p r i n c e s  t o  c o n c l u d  r e v e n u e  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  B u t  when t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  company 

government  was f o u n d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  

p r e s t i g e  of R a j a  h e  r e v o l t e d .  The m i s t a k e s  commi t t ed  

by  t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  b y  c o n c l u d i n g  r e v e n u e  

a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  wrong p e r s o n s ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  r e v e r s a l  o f  

c e r t a i n  c o n c e s s i o n s  a l r e a d y  c o n c e e d e d  t o  h a d  made 

r e s e n t m e n t  i n  him. Moreove r ,  h e  g o t  t h e  sympathy  of 

t h e  p e o p l e  on a c c o u n t  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  p l a c e m e n t  

of t h e  r i g h t  on  t h e  wrong h a n d s  f o r  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n .  

S h o r t l y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  P a z h a s s i  r e b e l l i o n  o f  Wynad, had  

c e r t a i n  r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  m i s t a k e n  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  

1 2 5 .  K a t h l e e n  Gough, I n d i a n  p e a s a n t  u p r i s i n g s  i n  A.R. 
D e s a i  (ed) P e a s a n t  s t r u q q l e s  i n  I n d i a  (Bombay 
1 9 7 2 )  P .94  
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o f f i c i a l s ,  I t  was b a s i c a l l y  a r e s t o r a t i v e  u p r i s i n g  

u n d e r  t h e  P a z h a s s i  Raja w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p u b l i c .  

KURUCHIA REBELLION OF 1812 

. A f t e r  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  P a z h a s s i  r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  

K u r u c h i y n r s  ar~d  Kt~rrlml)an of W y n n d  w c r c  s l ~ b j c c t c d  t o  

u n t o l d  a b u s e s  b y  t h e  company o f f i c i a l s .  The  r e v e n u e  

o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  a n d  t h e  m i l i t r y  f o r c e  o f  t h e  

company made t h e i r  l i f e  u n b r e a r a b l e .  T h e i r  commercial 

c o n t a c t  was  c u r t a i l e d ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f r e q u e n t l y  o v e r  r a n  

t h e i r  h a b i t a t i o n s  d e v a s t a t i n g  c r o p s  a n d  f u r t h e r  t h e  

r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  p u t  h e a v y  c laims o n  t h e i r  p r o d u c e .  

The  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  o f  M a l a b a r  Thomas 

Warden h i m s e l f  t e s t i f i e s :  "I  was s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o n v i n c e d  of t h e i r  i m p o v e r i s h e d  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  i n d u c e d  

of t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  means ,  i n  some t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  ra in .126  B u t  s t r a n g e l y  e n g o u g h ,  h e  

a d d e d  t o  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s  b y  t h e  new r e v e n u e  s e t t l e m e n t  

e f f e c t e d  by  h i m s e l f .  

T h i s  t r i b a l  commity w a s  v e r y  o f t e n  s i e z e d  t o  

s e r v e  as  s l a v e s  by  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  

Eng l i shmen .  T h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  work a s  s l a v e s ,  " r e a c h e d  

1 2 6 .  R e p o r t  of Thomas Warden t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  
Members of t h e  Board  o f  Revenue ,  M a l a b a r  D i s t r i c t  
R e c o r d s ,  Vo1.2323, PP-116-35. 



s o m e t i m e s  s a y s  T .H.  B a b e r ,  i n  c r u e l  p u n i s h m e n t s  l i k e  

d e p r i v a l  o f  t h e i r  c a s t e  b y  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  l o c k  of 

h a i r  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e m  e a t  p r o h i b i t e d  f o o d " .  127 A l l  

t h e s e  i n j u d i c i o u s  v i o l e n t  a c t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  b y  t h e  

r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  

col lector  Mr.Warden. 

T h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  B a b e r ,  i n t e n t e d  t o  p r e v e n t  

t h e  a b u s e s  i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w e r e  n o t  a t  

a l l  headed by t h e  c o l l e c t o r  who appears t o  h a v e  d e r i v e d  

a n  i n n e r  p l e a s u r e  i n  k n o w i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m i s e r y  of t h i s  

brave a n d  s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g  t r i b a l  p e o p l e .  T h e  col lector  

h a d  f u l l  s u p p o r t  of t h e  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  M a d r a s  

who h a d  t h e i r  e y e s  f i x e d  o n  m o r e  r e v e n u e .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  

t o  t h e  B o a r d  of R e v e n u e  wrote t o  M r .  Warden t h a t  

B a b e r ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  much i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  

some of w h i c h  a re  o b v i o u s l y  f r i v o l o u s .  T h e  B o a r d  h a v e  

a f t e n  h a d  o c c a s s i o n  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  ' s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  

1 2 8  y o u r  management" .  . 

T h i s  K u r i c h i y a  a n d  Kururr~bra  t r i b a l s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  h a d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a f e w  Nairs  a n d  T h i y y a r s  o f  

1 2 7 .  T . H .  B a b e r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t .  1 2 t h  
J u n e  1 8 1 2 .  J u d i c i a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  Vo1.74 B .  PP. 
3694-3706.  

1 2 8 .  M a l a b a r  D i s t r i c t  R e c o r d s .  F o r t  S t .  G e o r g e  
V01.2254. PP.237-68 



t h e  a r e a .  Some of them were a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  wrong 

r e v e n u e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  of t h e  company a n d  some o t h e r s  

w e r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  s y m p e t h a t i c  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  

t h e  s u f f e r i n g  m a s s e s .  The r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  

i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s  e n l i g h t e n e d  them 

of a r e b e l l i o u s  r e s p o n s e .  

T h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  g a t h e r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  o c c a s s i o n  

g a v e  them o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  a n d  

t h e y  rose i n  mass .  When a w e l l - i n f o r m e d  s e c t i o n  

c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  d i s a f f e c t e d  r e v e n u e  s e r v a n t s  a n d  

v i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l s  j o i n e d  t h e  r e b e l s ,  it became a  g r e a t  

r e b e l l i o n -  T h e i r  t r o u b l e s  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  were so  common 

a n d  h a r d  t h a t  e v e n  r e b e l  g r o u p s  among t r i b a l s  j o i n e d  

t o g e t h e r  f o r  a t o u g h  f i g h t -  

The r e b e l l i o n  s t a r t e d  on  2 5 t h  March 1812 .  The 

r e b e l s  d i s a r m e d  t w o  r e v e n u e  K o l k a r s  who w e r e  on  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e .  They a t t a c k e d  p o l i c e  a n d  

commit ted  a t t r o c i t i e s  on ~ n g l i s h m e n .  The r e b e l l i o n  

s p r e a d  a l l  p a r t s  o f  Wynad. They i n d u l g e d  i n  p l u n d a r  

a n d  t h e f t .  T h i s  w a s  common i n  a l m o s t  a l l  Ma laba r  

r e b e l l i o n .  T h i s  shows t h e i r  u t t e r  p o v e r t y ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e i r  p o v e r t y  a n d  s u f f e r i n g s  w e r e  d u e  t o  t h e  l o o t i n g  

company a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  system. 

"The r e b e l l i o n  o f  c o u r s e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

of t h e  gove rnmen t .  Bu t  it d i d  n o t  t r y  t o  ef fect  much 



changes in the extraordinary revenue policy. Necessity 

for a humane approach towards problems of poverty among 

the peasantry was brought to their attention. But the 

revenue hungry administrators little inclind for 

concessions. So the uprisings were neither nationalism 

nor patriotism,but the fury and desperation caused by 

the mad revenue policy pursued by the British,: gave 

birth to these rebellions". Its nature as a purb and 

simple peasant revolt, with no stigma of a feudal 

uprising attached to it, makes the Kurichya rebellion 

all the more important in South Indian revolts. 

WARDEN'S ADMINISTRATION 

Mr.Warden was able to collect revenue quite 

regularly till 1811, complaints of over assessment 

started up in Kartanad district. But he refutes any 

ground for these complaints. He states that the 

complaints began to arise 'after the magistrates's 

(T.H.Baber) reception and transmission direct to the 

government of the complaint of one of the principal 

landholder in   art an ad' 31. However, similar complaints 

129. T.K. Ravindran, The Kurichya Rebellion of 1812. 
in Journal of Kerala  tidies. Vol.111 Sept- 
December .L976. .P.543. 

130. Ibid. P.544 

131. Thomas Warden Report on the land assessment in 
Malabar, 20th April 1815. (Calicut, 1916 ) P. 9 
(Hereafter Warden Revenue Report 1815) 



t h r o u g h  o u t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w a s  followed s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  

a re  u n a b l e  t o  p a y  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  now 

s o l d  e v e r y t h i n g  fo r  p a y i n g  r e v e n u e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

c o n t i n u e d  a g a i n .  E x c e p t  c o t i o t e  a n d  e h i r a k a l  a l l  o t h e r  

n o r t h e r n  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e m  now. Warden s a y s  

t h a t  "The i n h a b i t a n t s  of K a r t a n a d  h a v e  less r e a s o n  t o  

c o m p l a i n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  of a n y  

o t h e r  d i s t r i c t " .  132 H e  p o s e d  a  c o u n t e r  q u e s t i o n  t o  

t h o s e  who c o m p l a i n  of o v e r - a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  a s u b s e q u e n t  

sale o f  l a n d  Llint ' 11ow c o u l d  p r o p e r t y  f i n d  a p u r c h a s e r  

if it w a s  o v e r - a s s e s s e d  ( ? )  a n d  c o u l d  p r o p e r t y  f i n d  a 

purchaser if it was unknown w h a t  e n c u m b r a n c e  e x i s t e d  o n  

1 3 3  s u c h  p r o p e r t y  ( ? )  . 

S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  over  

a s s e s s m e n t  o n  c e r t a i n  f i e l d s  o c c a s s i o n e d  i n  t h i s  l a n d  

t r a n s f e r  i t s e l f .  S i n c e  t h e  r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  

c e r t a i n  f i e l d  of a j e n m i  i s  shown o n  t h e  w h o l e  of t h e  

l a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  t h e y  may b e  d e v i d e d  i n t o  

many s m a l l e r  o n e s  a n d  tlic r c v c n u e  a c c o u n t s  c a n  n o t  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  show r e v e n u e  o f  e a c h  s e p e r a t e  c o m p a r t m e n t .  

On t r a n s f e r i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  a n o t h e r  o n  m o r t e g a g e  o r  

a n y  o t h e r  t e n u r e ,  it i s  s e t t l ed  among t h e  p a r t i e s  

1 3 2 .  I b i d  P .10  
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concerned what portion of the general assessment should 

be put up on the field about to be transfered, and the 

writer of thc revcnuc accounts accordingly makes cut in 

the annual rental which guides the revenue officer in 

the collection of the revenue134. Here the land 

transfercd will have a light asscssmcnt , somctirncs even 

without a revenue at all, and the other portion with an 

excessive assessment. This may be a reason for over 

assessment. But over assessment, in this case, will be 

reported not from a whole district but in rare cases 

only from among l i g h t l y  a s s e s s e d  f i e l d s .  B e s i d e s ,  i f  

one field is over-assessed the adjoining must be seen 

lightly assessed. This happened because of the 

unrestricted transferability of landed property in the 

province. One could grant a piece of his land to 

another unencumbered by any revenue, (especially in 

moderately assesed lands). In such case the land held 

by the grantee pays no assessment at a l l ,  but the 

grantor's remaining land will be over assessed. This 

was a possible fraud to be tried by the landholders to 

complain t t i n t  tlicir l a n d  was ovcr-asscsscd h y  the 

government. If this creates over-assessment, or any 

other, it must be the responsibility of the government 

to check such opportunities. But Warden states, " t h i s  

134. Ibid. P.P. 10-11 
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i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  d e f e c t i v e  s t a t e  o f  r e v e n u e  

a c c o u n t s  ,,135 . So t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  c o l l e c t e r  w a s  n o t  

t o  c u r e  t h e  d e s e a s e  b u t  t o  r u n  away f r o m  t h e  p h y s i c i a n .  

H e  a l so  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e  

Mr.Warden f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t  of h i s  r e v e n u e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  

t h e  gove rmen t  began t o  t h i n k  o f  a new a s s e s s m e n t  of 

r e v e n u e .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  Mr.Warden r e s p o n d  n e g a t i v e l y  

s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  would r e s u l t  o n l y  a  l o s s  t o  

government136, a n d  when t h e  r e v e n u e  may b e  more t h a n  

the e x i s t i n g ,  f rom a new a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  i n c u m b e n t  on  

t h e  l a n d ,  i f  h e  i s  a  m o r t g a g e ,  w i l l  c o m p l a i n  m o s t  

b i t t e r l y .  H e  w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  h e  h a s  s u n k  a  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  c a p i t a l  on  t h e  l a n d  u n d e r  a  c o n v i c t i o n  of 

t h e  u n a l t e r a b l e  government  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t h a t  a n y  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m u s t  r e d u c e  t h e  

income which  h e  was j u s t l y  a n d  l e g a l l y  e n t i t l e d ,  on  t h e  

c a p i t a l  s u n k .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w h e r e  t h e  gove rnmen t  

a s s e s s m e n t  i s  r e d u c e d ,  t h e  income o f  t h e  i ncumben t  

m o r t g a g e  w i l l  be augumented i n  as  much a s  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  r e d u c e d ,  a n d  i f  t h e  t e n u r e  s h o u l d  b e  

135.  I b i d  P.11 
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e q u i v e a l e n t  t o  a f o r e c l o s e d  m o r t g a g e ,  t h e  m o r t g a g e d  

w i l l  a d v e n t - i t i o u s l y  b e n e f i t  i n  w h a t  was i n t e n d e d  by 

gove rnmen t  s h o u l d  b e  e n j o y e d  b y  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r .  So  a 

r e v i s i o n  was n o t  b c n c f i c i a l  t o  g o v e r n m e n t .  I l c  s a y s  ' I t  

i s  b e t t e r  p e r h a p s  t o  l e t  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  137 r e m a i n  

u n e q u a l  a s  i t  i s ,  tha l l  t o  h a z a r d  the r i s k  o f  more 

c o m p l i c a t e d  e v i l s  b y  a t t e m p t i n g  a new o n e  o n  m o r e  e q u a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  '138 i n  t h e  a l r e a d y  a s s e s s e d  l a n d s .  S p e a k i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  . t e n a n t s '  c o m p l a i n t  h e  s a i d  'were t h e i r  

c o m p l a i n t s  l e f t  t o  m y  own d i s c r e t i o n  f o r  d e c i s i o n ,  I 

s h o u l d  b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  y i e l d  n o t  a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  

p r e s e n t  r e v e n u e  .... why h a v e  t h e y  n o t  b y  t h e i r  

i n d u s t r y ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  make t h a t  l a n d  a s  p r o d u c t i v e  a s  

when t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  l a i d  o n  ?. They  s h o u l d  n o  

l o n g e r  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  a c c u p a n c y  o r  

t e n a n c y  o f  s u c h  l a n d ' .  So he a r g u e d  t h a t  the 

c o m p l a i n i n g  t e n a n t s  or  K a n a k a r s  s h o u l d  b e  o u s t e d  of 

t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n ,  a n d  i f  t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  a r ise  a n y  

p u r c h a s e r  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a s s e s s m e n t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  it 

c a n  b e  p u t  t o  s a l e  f o r  a r e d u c e d  a s s e s s m e n t .  

The  p r e s e n t  a s s e s s m e n t r  h e  recommended,  t o  be 

c o n t i n u e d  a n d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  d e l i v e r e d  b y  t h e  l a n d e d  

1 3 7 .  I b i d  P . 1 2  

1 3 8 .  I b i d  



p r o p r i e t o r s  s h a l l  be r e c o g n i s e d  a s  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  r e c o r d  

of t h e  l a n d e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  M a l a b a r .  Warden was o f  t h e  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  ' t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e v e n u e  b e i n g  c h a r g e a b l e  

o n  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  r e n t r  it rests e n t i r e l y  

w i t h  h im w h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  t o  a l l o w  t o  t h e  

c u l t i v a t o r . '  

This evas ive  policy of a reeponeib le  authority 

was quite dangerous i n  the s o c i e t y ,  s i n c e  i t  would make 

way f o r  h i g h h a n d e d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  p o o r  c u l t i v a t o r .  

H e  f o r g e t s ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  w a s  m o s t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  a s  

one d o e s  n o t  f i n d  a n y  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  h e  was 

c o m p e l l e d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  l a n d  o n  w h a t e v e r  c o n d i t i o n  it 

may. B u t  M r .  W a r d e n ' s  p r i m a r y  m o t i v e  w a s  a n  

u n i n t e r u p t e d  c o l l e c t i o n  of augumen ted  r e v e n u e .  

J A M E S  VAUGHAN (1816-1826)  

Thomas Warden w a s  s u c c e e d e d  b y  Mr.James 

Vaughan as  t h e  f o u r t h  P r i n c i p a l  C o l l e c t o r  i n  D e c e m b e r  

1816 .  The  mat ters  o f  r e v e n u e  r e m a i n e d  b y  a n d  l a r g e  t h e  

same. C o m p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  b e g a n  t o  i n c r e a s e .  

The b a l a n c e  of r e v e n u e  u n c o l l e c t e d  i n  e a c h  y e a r  b e g a n  

t o  augument .  I n  l a n d  r e v e n u e  a l o n e  when t h e  b a l a n c e  i n  

1 8 1 5  w a s  Rs.74,OOO i t 1  t t ~ c  r i c x t  t t l r c c  y r a r n  i tr. ~ I I C ~ P ~ R C I C ~  

t o  R s . 1 , 6 3 , 1 3 1 . 5 ,  R s . 1 , 5 5 , 0 2 5 . 5  a n d  R s  . 1 , 6 4 , 9 6 9  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  was  more t h a n  1 2 0 %  a n d  a b o v e  t h e  



1 3 9  former y e a r  . T h e  t o t a l  b a l a n c e  of l a n d  r e v e n u e  

u n c o l l e c t e d  i n  1 8 1 8  w a s  R s . 1 , 6 4 , 9 9 2  ... 1 4 0 .  T h i s  shows  

t h e  l a n d  jumma o f  t h e  y e a r s  w a s  b u r d o n s o m e  f o r  t h e  

p e o p l e  n o t  t o  p a y  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n .  T a b l e  4-7 s h o w s  

t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  l a n d  r e v e n u e  f o r  y e a r s  1 8 1 8  a n d  b e f o r e .  

T a b l e  4-7 

B a l a n c e  of R e v e n u e  b e f o r e  1 8 1 8  1 4 1  

Y e a r  S t a r  P a g o d a s  

THOMAS MUNRO'S VISIT 

I n  1 8 1 7 ,  S i r  Thomas Munro t h e n  a member of t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  r e v i s i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  p a i d  a v i s i t  t o  

M a l a b a r ,  a n d  w r o t e  a m o s t  v a l u a b l e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  

1 3 9 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t .  Vo1.26.  2 5  J a n u a r y  1 8 1 9 .  P a r a  740  
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d i s t r i c t s .  H e  r e c e i v e d  many c o m p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  g a r d e n  a n d  w e t  l a n d s  d u r i n g  h i s  s h o r t  

s t a y .  H e  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  

a s s e s s m e n t s  o n  l a n d s  wh ich  h a d  b e e n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  or  

d e s t r o y e d  b y  n a t u r a l  c a u s e s .  The l a n d h o l d e r s  b e i n g  

u n a b l e  t o  p a y  s u c h  a s s e s s m e n t s  h a d  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  s o l d ;  

The s e l l i n g  o f  l a n d  t o  p a y  a r r e a r s  o f  r e v e n u e  w a s  

f o r m e r l y  unknown i n  M a l a b a r .  S o  t h i s  w a s  v i ewed  w i t h  a 

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  S i r .  Thomas Munro f o u n d  

a n  u r g e n t  need of a d e e p - e n q u i r y  i n t o  the m a t t e r .  

Based  o n  h i s  recommendat ion  on  2 2  December 1 8 1 7 ,  t h e  

Board  of Revenue.  P r o p o s e d  t o  d e p u t e  o n e  o f  i t s  

members t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of 

Thoman Munro. B u t  on  1 0 t h  F e b r u a r y  1 8 1 8 ,  t h e  

government  o v e r r u l e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  

M r . G r a e m e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o u r t  o f  

1 4 3  c i r c u i t  . H e  was d i r e c t e d  t o  f i n d  wha t  improvement  

m i g h t  be i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  144 M r . G r a e m e  b e g a n  h i s  work a s  a 

commiss ione r  a n d  s t u d i e d  t h e  r e a l  s t a t e  of t h i n g s  n o t  

o n l y  f rom t h e  vo lumes  o f  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  b u t  

b y  e n q u i r y  among t h e  p e o p l e  a l s o .  I n  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  

among t h e  p e o p l e  h e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  i t  was h i s  i n t e n t i o n  

1 4 3 .  Logan I .  P.685 

1 4 4 .  I b i d .  



t o  recommend t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  p r o p o r t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  

a s s e s s m e n t  o n  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  ' r e a l  s t a t e  of e v e r y  

m a n ' s  property145. The  gove rnmen t  showed r e s e n t m e n t  

f o r  s u c h  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  col lector  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  ' M r . ~ r a e r n e '  h a d  

s t e p p e d  i n  a u t h o r i t y  r e s t e d  i n  h im" .  146 The  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  M r . G r a e m e  i s s u e d  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n o t h e r  

p r o c l a m a t i o n ,  i n  j o i n t  names o f  t h e  co l lec tor  a n d  

h i m s e l f ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  h i s  d u t y  w a s  

i n q u i r y ,  n o t  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  
, 1 4 7  

* 
I n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 1 9  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f a l l i n g  o f  i n  

a l l  t h e  b r a n c h e s  o f  r e v e n u e  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 

c u s t o m s  w a s  r e p o r t e d .  The  a r r e a r  o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  l a n d  

r e v e n u e  a l o n e  w a s  a p p a l i n g l y  h i g h  (Rs .2 ,43 ,537 -10 -9 ) .  

T h e  collector a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  a r r e a r s  p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  t h e  

u n f a v o u r a b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .  B u t  h e  a d d e d  'much 

m u s t  be a t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  commiss ion  now moving a b o u t  

t h e  c o u n t r y '  148. The  c o l l e c t o r  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  o p i n i o n  

t h a t  t h e  d e f a u l t e r s  wou ld  g o  t o  j a i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a y  

1 4 5 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.25. 2 5  J a n u a r y . 1 8 1 9  P a r a  699 
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t h e i r  r e v e n u e .  14' T h e i r  l a n d  was f o u n d  n o t  b e t t e r  t o  

sa le  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  t h e i r  d o u b t s  a n d  f e a r ,  w h e t h e r  

a n  e q u i l i s ' a t i o n  i s  t o  t a k e  place150.  The  gove rnmen t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t i e s  ' t o  s a l e  

t h e  l a n d s  of a l l  d e f a u l t e r s ,  o r  buy them i n  on  a c c o u n t  

of t h e  gove rnmen t ,  whe re  no  a d e q u a t e  o f f e r s  w e r e  made 

b y  i n d i v i d u a l s .  151 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  government  h a d  i n v a r i a b l y  o p p o s e d  

a n y  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  o r  e q u i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  t a x ,  

t h e y  c o u l d  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  some defects i n  t h e  

l oca l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d  revenue152.  Much of 

t h e  i n a q u a l i t y  c o m p l a i n e d  of m i g h t  b e  t r a c e d  t o  a 

p r a c t i c e  o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  l a n d  t o  f i x  

t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r e v e n u e  upon a n y  p o r t i o n  of h i s  

l a n d s  d i s p o s e d  o f  b y  p r i v a t e  sale .  153 T h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  

' u n a u t h o r i s e d  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  r e v e n u e  p a y a b l e  f o r  

a n  e s t a t e s '  was deemed i l l e g a l  a n d  ' t h e  w h o l e  e s t a t e  

was c o n t i n u e d  a n s w a r a b l e  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  r e v e n u e  w i t h  

wh ich  it w a s  a s s e s s e d .  The p e r s o n  i n  p o s s e s s t i o n  o f  a n  

1 4 9 .  I b i d  P a r a  1348  

1 5 0 .  I b i d  

151 .  I b i d  P a r a . 1 3 5 0  
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1 5 3 .  I b i d  P a r a  1352 .  T h i s  i s  r e f e r e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  
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estate was in the first instance responsible for the 

revenue on the principle of its being payable out of 

the produce, but failing which, the owner was 

responsible on the principle that the land was security 

for the revenue. 154 So for exacting the arrears first 

the produce and ultimately the land itself was 

considered. Unfortunately all these problems arise 

from the 'governments inadvertend attempt to do 

something on revenue. Everything done since last 25 

years was worthless and which could do no guideline for 

the government. Laborious work of various 

commissioners, subcollectors, and principal collectors 

could not make a permanent system. No regulation was 

effectivly introduced in landlaw, its registration, 

transfer etc. The governor in council was of the 

opinion that it 'was not necessarily required the 

account of the real state of every man's property in 

Malabar ll". He found it a much expensive task onthe 

part of the government. This kind of statements from 

higher authorities had undone whatever were tried 

before. 

In the next years revenue collection was again 

found falling balance. The government expressed 

154. General Report Ibid. Para. 1 3 5 7  

155. Ibid Para 1358. 



d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  The c o l l e c t o r  a g a i n  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n  of i n t r o d u c i n g  a  "new a s s e s s m e n t  u p  on t h e  

l a n d s  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  l o w e r  t h e  r e v e n u e ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  l a n d h o l d e r s  h a d  p u r p o s e f u l l y  w i t h h e l d  payment  of 

t h e i r  r e n t  a n d  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  

e x p e c t a t i o n  of o b t a i n i n g  more f a v o u r a b l e  terms from 

t h e  government  when a  new s u r v e y  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  s h o u l d  

b e  made. H e  s a i d  ' t h e  r y o t s  h a d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  

d e s i g n e d l y  f a l l e n  i n t o  a r r e a r s ,  a n d  t h a t  when p r e s s e d  

t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  means o f  p a y i n g  u p  t h e i r  a r r e a r s  1 5 7  

The i n f e r e n c e  h e  drew f rom t h i s  was t h a t  t h e i r  

c o m p l a i n t s  o f  o v e r  a s s e s s m e n t  w e r e  ung ronded .  B u t  t h e  

r e a l  f a c t  was d i f f e r e n t .  I n  a  c o u n t r y ,  w h e r e  

a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  s o l e  means of l i v e l i h o o d ,  a l a c k  of 

m a n u f a c t u r e  i s  v e r i l y  a f f e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  - 
l a n d  r a t i o  was v e r i l y  n e g a t i v e  t h e  r y o t s  h a d  n o  o t h e r  

c h o i c e ,  b u t  t o  s h o u l d e r  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  gove rnmen t  

a s s e s s m e n t ,  a n d  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  p r o f i t l e s s  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

The l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  Ma laba r  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  p e o p l e  

d e s t i n e d  t o  work dawn t o  d u s k  e v e r y d a y  f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  

s u b s i t a n c e .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  h i s  c h o i c e  t o  p a y  t h e  

a r r e a r s  a t  a n y  c o s t  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l a n d  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  i s  

t o  b e  f o u n d  a s  t o  g r a b  t h e  l a s t  s t r a w  i n  t h e  s i n k i n g  

1 5 6 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.29. 4 J u l y  1 8 2 1  P a r a .  1074  
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w n t c r s .  'I'l~c-re rot-(%, I-11c c q c > r t c l  11s i o n  t i  r c v ~ n r l p  

a u t h o r i t i e s  r e a c h e d  h a d  n o  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  r e a l i t y .  F o r  

them it was a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e .  B u t  t h e  same t i m e  

a n  inhuman a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  l a n d .  

B u t  t h e  c o l l e c t o r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  c a n  n o t  be b r u s h e d  a s i d e  

a s  it w a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w e l l  t o  d o  jenmi  who h a d  t h e  

' c h o i c e '  f o r  h i s  r e v e n u e  among t h e  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  co l l ec to r ,  t h e  t e d i o u s  

process o f  c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  l a w  o f  c j c c t m c n t  w a s  o n e  

of t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  r e v e n u e  f a l l i n g  a r r e a r s .  The 

co l lec tor  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  ' i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  

v e x a t i o u s ,  t e d i o u s  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  l a w  of 

e j e c t m e n t ,  t h e  t e n a n t s  n o t  o n l y  w i t h h e l d  r e n t s ,  b u t  

k e p t  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  d e f i e n c e  of t h e  

l a n d l o r d ,  who was g l a d  t o  compromise m a t t e r s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  t e d i o u s  f o r m  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  

a n d  t h a t  t h e  power o f  t h e  t e n e n t s  t o  w i t h h o l d  t h e i r  

r e n t  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  a s  a  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h e i r  b e i n g  i n  a r r e r s .  '158 T h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o - l a n d l o r d  

s t a t e m e n t s  by  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c i a l s  were n o t  b a s e d  

on  t h e  r e a l  f a c t s .  P r i m a r i l y  t h e  t e n e n t s  w e r e  n o t  

p e o p l e  who w e r e  a b l e  t o  d raw a  c a s e  i n  t o  t h e  c o u r t  of 

l a w ,  a  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  u n p r o f i t a b l e  p r o c e d u r e  a s  f a r  

a s  a  p o o r  t e n e n t  was c o n c e r n e d .  The  gove rnmen t  

158.  I b i d  



a p p a r a t u s  w a s  n o t  a s o l a c e  b u t  a s c o u r g e  t o  t h e  

o r d i n a r y  t e n e n t s  s i n c e  m o s t  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  e i t h e r  f o r m e d  of n a t i v e  h i g h - c a s t e  

( N a i r  a n d  Uralllni~~) lar~dcd pcop1.c or of t11c 1 3 r i t i s h  

c o l o n i a l i s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  o r d i n a r y  t e n e n t  who h a v e  

n o  i n f l u e n c i a l  m e r i t  c a n  n o t  e x p e c t  j u s t i c e  f r o m  t h e s e  

c o u r t s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  l a n d l o r d  h a d  a l l  t h e  

m e r i t s  f o r  h i s  f a v o u r .  H e n c e ,  t h e  co l l e c to r ' s  

s t a t e m e n t s  w a s  b a s e l e s s .  N o  s u c h  e v i d e n c e  w a s  

t r a c e a b l e .  T h e r e  w e r e  n e i t h e r  a n y  m a s s  movements  f o r  

t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  d u r i n g  1 8 2 0 s  f o r  a t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  159 So t h i s  r e a s o n  a t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

p r o b l e m s  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  wrong  a n d  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e  

law of e j e c t m e n t  w a s  a n  arm i n  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  

l a n d l o r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t e n a n t ,  who c a n  be o u s t e d  a t  w i l l  

t h r e a t e n i n g  a m o s t  v e x a t i o u s  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  s u i t .  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t  t o  n o t e  h e r e  i s  t h a t  t h e  

c o u r t  of l a w  w a s  n o t  a l w a y s  a t o o l  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  

d i s t r i c t  o f  f i c i a l s 1 6 0 .  T h e  co l lec tor  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  

1 5 9 .  Mass movements  o f  t e n a n t s  s t a r t e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  4 t h  
d e c a d e  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Even d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  t h e  t e n e n t  w a s  a t h r e a t  t o  h i s  l a n d l o r d  n o t  
i n  t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  c o u r t  b u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

1 6 0 .  Mr.T.H.Baber,  a n  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  M a l a b a r ,  
i t s  p e o p l e ,  m a n n e r s  e t c .  w a s  a l w a y s  a man s t o o d  
w i t h  j u s t i c e .  H i s  b l i n d  f o l d e d  j u d g e m e n t s  w e r e  
n o t  a l w a y s  t a s t e f u l  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t o r .  D u r i n g  t h e  
t i m e  of Warden a n d  Vaughan a r i f t  b e t w e e n  t h e  
c o u r t  o f  l a w  a n d  t h e  r e v e n u e  a u t h o r i t y  w a s  
p r o n o u n c e d l y  clear. 



' t h e  z i l l a  c o u r t  a ~ i d  the j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  had  a  t e n d e n c y  

t o  t h r o w  t h e  r e v e n u e  i n  t o  a r r e a r s .  'I6' The r e v e n u e  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f r e q u e n t l y  c o m p l a i n e d  of 

undue  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t '  i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  

a f f a i r s .  The r e v e n u e  r e p o r t s  a t t e s t  t h i s  m u t u a l  f i g h t  

be tween  t h e  two company e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  Mr.T.N. B a b e r  

t h e  j u d g e  of n o r t h e r n  d i s t r i c t s  h a d  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  

h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  how a f f a i r s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e v e n u e  

becomes stress a n d  t o i l  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  i n  h i s  letters t o  t h e  home 'government .  T h i s  

was on a c c o u n t  of h i s  uncompromis ing  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

j u s t i c e .  T h i s  was o f  c o u r s e  t h e  ' r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  r i f t .  

The Board  o f  r e v e n u e ,  wh ich  w a s  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  

of a p r o f i t a b l e  r e v e n u e  e x p r e s s e d  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  

d e f a l c a t i o n s  o f  l a n d  r e v e n u e  i n  M a l a b a r  was n o t  d u e  

t o  o v e r  a s s e s s m e n t  n o r  d u e  t o  t h e  v i c i o u s  a n d  t h e  

c o r r u p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a g e n t s  employed  

i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i t ,  w h e t h e r  i t  z e m i n d a r s  o r  

o f f i c e r s  of g o v e r n m e n t '  a s  t h e s e  b o t h  a r e  f o u n d  i n  a l l  

o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  162 a l s o .  ,. B u t  t h e  Boa rd  was n o t  

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  a n y  of t h e  o p i n i o n  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  

d i s t r i c t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  a s  

161 .  G e n e r a l  r e p o r t  vo1.28.4 J a n u a r y  1825 .  P a r a 1 0 8 4 .  

1 6 2 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  I b i d .  Para.1088 



t o  t h e  d e p e r e s s e d  s t a t e  of t h e  l a n d  r e v e n u e  i n  M a l a b a r ,  

was n o t  d u e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  of a l t e r a t i o n  i n  

a s s e s s m e n t  n o r  d u e  t o  t h e  h a b i t  a n d  manne r s  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  n o r  d u e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e ,  n o r  d u e  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of r e c o v e r i n g  

r e n t s ,  n o r  d u e  t o  t h e  e s t a l i s h m e n d  of t h e  c o u r t s ,  a s  

n o n e  w e r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t . 1 6 3  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

Boa rd  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  Col lec tor  f o r  a n e e d  of making  

p e r s o n a l  communica t ions  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  wh ich  would 

afford a n  a u t h e n t i c  knowledge  of t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  

would i n s p i r e  them w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  concern fo r  

t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  A c c o r d i n g l y  d e p u t i n g  M r .  H o l l a n d  t o  

Wynad, t h e  C o l l e c t o r  h i r n s c l f  p r o c e e d e d  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  

of t h e  p r o v i n c e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  T h i s  a c t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  

h a d  good r e s u l t .  The co l lec tor  q a v e  r e m i s s i o n  of 

Rs.6,391-8-7 t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Wynad i n  Cardamom 

r e n t  f o r  f o r m e r  y e a r s .  He r e l e a s e d  p r i s o n e r s  of 

Mananthody J a i l ,  who h a d  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  1 8 1 2  r e v o l t s .  

T h e s e  s t e p s  made t h e  p e o p l e  closer t o  t h e  gove rnmen t .  

B a l a n c e  of l a n d  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  former y e a r s  was s t i l l  

f o u n d  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e .  F o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  

1 6 3 .  I b i d .  1 0 8 9  

1 6 4 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  col lector  30 Sep tember  1 8 2 0 ,  a n d  
gove rnmen t  o r d e r  2 7  November 1820 .  i n  G e n e r a l  
R e p o r t  Ibid Para .1128-1131.  



p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  a b a l a n c e  of 

Rs .1 ,76 ,877 .  Y e t  number  of summons f o r  a r rears  of 

r e v e n u e ,  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  of s a l e  i s s u e d  d u r i n g  1820-22  

was c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e c r e a s e d ,  

T a b l e  4-8 

Sommons a n d  P r o c e s s  of S a l e  f o r  a r rea r s  

o f m R e v e n u e ' d u r i n g  1820-1822  

The  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  

Y e a r  

Summon 

P r o c e s s  o f  S a l e  

d e c r e a s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  of sale .  B u t  i t  r e m a r k e d  t h a t ?  

' a  summon i s  n o t  t h e  b e s t  way o f  c a l l i n g  u p  o n  t h e  

1 8 2 0  ....................................................... 
8 , 3 6 1  

6 , 0 0 1  

i n h a b i t a n t s  f o r  t h e i r  r e v e n u e .  The  p r a c t i c e  wou ld  

g e n e r a l l y  b e  f o u n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  v e x a t i o u s ,  a n d  i t s  

1 8 2 1  

5 , 2 0 7  

3 , 7 0 1  

common u s e  would  d e s t r o y  t h e  e f f e c t  it o u g h t  t o  h a v e  

1 8 2 2  

3 , 7 9 2  

5 9 1  

when a v e r b a l  demand was  i n s u f f i c i e n t .  S t i l l  m o r e  

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  i s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  sa le  . 

of l a n d  w h e r e  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  r e q u i r e d .  it a l s o  

a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  ' s a l e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  o n  a r e v i s e d  

a s s e s s m e n t  w o u l d  i n  e v e r y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  b e  u n j u s t ,  i t  

would  i n  f a c t  be a d i r e c t  a cknowledgemen t  t h a t  t h e  

1 6 5 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vol-31 2nd J a n u a r y  1 8 2 3 .  P a r a . 1 0 3 2  

2G8 



demand of t h e  gove rnmen t  w a s  t o o  h i g h  a n d  wou ld  g i v e  

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  r e d u c e d  a s s e s s m e n t  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e r  

i n s t e a d  of t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n d  h o l d e r  who wou ld  a t  t h e  
fir same t i m e  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f  h i s  h e r i d i f y  r i g h t s 1 6 6 .  B u t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d s ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  

Mr .Vaughan f s  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t - t h e  d e f a u l t o r s  w i l l  n o t  b e  

c a l l e d  upon t o  p a y  a n y  a r rears  e x c e p t  t h o s e  whom h e  h a s  
I 

s a t i s f i e d  a re  a b l e  t o  p a y ,  n o  less t h a n  1 3  p e r s o n s  h a v e  

b e e n  s e n t  t o  j a i l  i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  1 6 7  

COMMISSIONER GRAEME'S ASSESSMENT 

M r .  G r a e m e  made a n  e n q u i r y  i n  t o  t h e  w h o l e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  w h a t  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  a b l e  r e p o r t  on 1 4  J a n u a r y  1 8 2 2 .  H e  

examined  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  of t h e  p r o d u c e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

c o u l d  t a k e ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  g o  i n t o  a n y  

of t h e  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  wou ld  r e a l l y  h a v e  b r o u g h t  

mat ters  t o  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c l u s s i o n ,  a s  how t h e  

p r o d u c e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  j enmi  a n d  t h e  

u n d e r  p r o p r i e t o r s  o r  t e n a n t s  * IG8.  T h i s  wou ld  h a v e ,  i f  

were l o o k e d  i n t o ,  e l u c i d a t e d  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  r i g h t s ,  

a n d  e n a b l e d  t h e  q o v e r n m e n t  n o t  o n l y  t o  f i x  i t s  s h a r e ,  

1 6 6 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vol-30 3 r d  J a n u a r y  1 8 2 2 .  P a r a . 1 1 4 5  

1 6 7 .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vol .  3 4  P a r a  1 1 6 2  

1 6 8 .  Powe l  P.180 



i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  l e a v e  a  f u l l  m a r g i n  f o r  a l l  t h e  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  make r e g u l a t i o n  f o r  

s e c u r i n g  t o  e a c h  p a r t y  h i s  r i g h t .  The  C o u r t  o f  

Directors h a d  t u r n e d  t h e i r  e a r n e s t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  

b u t  e v e n  t h e  a b l e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  l e f t  i t  u n h e e d e d , f o r  a n  

u l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  o f  a c o l l i s s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r t i e s  

i n v o l v e d .  A s  M r . G r a e m e  d i d  n o t  d o  t h i s ,  t h e  t e n u r i a l  

p r o b l e m s  w e r e  l e f t  i n  t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  s o  l o n g  b e e n  i n .  I t  w a s  a v e r y  e x p l i c i t  

truth that a l l  the basic p r o b l e m s  o f  M a l a b a r  r e v e n u e  

s y s t e m  c o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  a r i g h t  

p r o p o r t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e  among t h e  p a r t i e s  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d .  

'VERUMPATTAM' 

H i s  p r o p o s a l  o f  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  w e t  l a n d  o r  

r ice  f i e l d s  w a s  b a s e d  o n  a p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  

Verumpat tam o r  a c t u a l  r e n t  r e c e i v e d ,  b y  j e n m i  f r o m  

r y o t s .  16' A s  h e  d i d  n o t ,  p u r s u e  h i s  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  

r a t i o s  w h i c h  t h i s  a c t u a l  r e n t  b o r e  t o  g r o s s  p r o d u c e  o r  

t o  n e t  p r o d u c e ,  h e  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t s  o f  j enmi  p a y m a i s h  a c c o u n t s  ( 1 8 0 5 - 6 )  

s u b m i t t e d  b y  j e n m i s  t o  Mr.Warden. T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  

1 6 9 .  G r a e m e ' s  R e p o r t .  P a r a . 1 1 3 1 ;  Logan I P .667;  Powel  
P.180.  



were found by him on examination to give in most cases 

grossly false accounts of the rent received by jenmis. 

Resultantly, the lack of precise information as to what 

the actual rents were, not only spoiled Mr.GraemeVs 

proposals in regard to wet lands and directed his 

attention away from points in reqard to the position of 

subtenants, as noted above. Shortly, the general 

information on which he relied was defective, because 

it did not enable him to distinguish between rent paid 

by intermediaries and rent paid to intermediaries by 

s~b-tenenta'~~. So the verumpattam or rent received by 

the jenmi from ryot 17' was not dependable to ascertain 

the gross or net produce, for reasonable assessment of 

government revenue. 

Mr. Graeme assessed the revenue of wet land at 

65% of the actual rent(verumpattam) as ascertained from 

deeds and statements of the people172, instead of at 

173 
60% of the Vilachal Meni Pattam, of Mr.Rickards , 

170. Loqan P.667 

171. Not necessarily always the tenant, but there was a 
possible payment to th'e jenmi by the Kanakkar, or 
the tenent, or any other intermediary who is in 
actual holding of the land. 

172. Graeme's Report. Para.1244. 

173. See page g%k2i ; Logan Vol I. PP.665-66 ; Rickards 
Report (1803) P.l 



M r . G r a e m e l s  t h i s  c h a n g e  w a s  d u e  t o  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  

t h e  c h i e f  j e n m i s  who a s s e n t e d  t o  M r . R i c k a r d s  f o r  t h i s  

V i l a c h a l  Meni P a t t a m  a s  a s t a n d a r d ,  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  e n j o y  

b y  t h a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  s h a r e  t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  

c o u l d  e n j o y  u p  : t o  t h a t  t i m e 1 7 4 .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

a p p r o v e d  t h i s  p l a n  o f  c h a n g e  f r o m  V i l a c h a l  Meni P a t t a m  

t o  Verumpat tam t a k i n g  6 5 8  o f  t h e  p a t t a m  a s  t h e  r i g h t  of 

1 7 5  t h e  gove rnmen t  . Mr.Powe1 comment ing  on  t h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  M r . C r a e m e  i n  r i c e  l a n d s  s a i d  ' i t  d i d  n o t  

p r o g r e s s  s o  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  T h e  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  l a n d s  

w e r e  f a l s e ,  a n d  t h e  s u r v e y s  d i d  n o t  a d v a n c e ,  f o r  w h i c h  

t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  amshams w e r e  c h i e f l y  t o  b l ame .  

On g a r d e n  l a n d s  t h e  p l a n  o f  M r . R i c k a r d s  ( 1 8 0 4 )  

t a k i n g  50% of t h e  p a t t o m  was  b y  a n d  l a r g e  f o l l o w e d .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Graeme's s y s t e m ,  Verumpat tam ( i n  g a r d e n  

l a n d )  w a s  t h e  b a l a n c e  of t h e  p r o d u c e  i n  n u t s  a f t e r  

d e d u c t i n g  f o r  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r s  s h a r e  of 20% i n  t h e  n o r t h  

M a l a b a r  a n d  33 1/3% i n  s o u t h  ~ a l a b a r l ~ ~ .  B u t  a s  t h e  

c u s t o m a r y  commutnti.on r n t c s  w c r c  r e s p c c t i v c l y  Rs.10 a n d  

' Rs.7-8-0 i n  t h e  t w o  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  r e a l  c u s t o m a r y  s h a r e  

of c u l t i v a t o r s  w e r e  Rs .20 a n d  Rs.25 r e s p e c t i v e l y  o n  

- -  - - - -  

1 7 4 .  Graeme's R e p o r t  P a r a . 1 2 4 5  

1 7 5 .  M i n u t e s  o f  S i r .  Thomas Munro d t . 1 6  J u l y  1 8 2 2  - 
P a r a .  9 

1 7 6 .  G r a e m e ' s  R e p o r t  P a r a .  1 2 5 8 ;  Logan  I P .P .667;  686  



e v e r y  1 0  nu ts177 .  The  a c t u a l  number o f  p r o d u c t i v e  t ree 

h e  c a l c u l a t e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  j enmi  p a i m a i s h  a c c o u n t  

( 1 8 0 5 ) .  I n  t h i s  way t h e  ra tes  h e  r e a c h e d  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  

c a l c u l a t i o n s  was n o t  t o  b e  a l t e r e d  f o r  1 2  y e a r s  e x c e p t  

u n d e r  p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  H e  f o u n d  t h e  r e v e n u e  

o n  g a r d e n  l a n d ,  i n  t h i s  way"wou1d f a l l  f o r  7% f r o m  t h e  

e x i s t i n g .  

On m i s c e l l a n i o u s  l a n d s  M r . G r a e m e  recommended 

t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s y s t e m  i n  s o u t h  

M a l a b a r  of t a k i n g  n o t  more t h a n  20% o f  t h e  g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  o f  modan lands178 .  O t h e r  t r i f l i n g  i t e m s  h e  d i d  

n o t  make a n y  a s s e s s m e n t s .  The  p r o p o s a l  o f  M r . G r a e m e  

w a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  Thomas Munro on  1 6 t h  J u l y  

182217'  a n d  h e  w a s  s e n t  b a c k  t o  M a l a b a r  t o  work o u t  

t h i s  p r o p o s a l  i n  p r a c t i c e .  H e  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h e  t o t a l  

a s s e s s m e n t s  of H u b b l i e s  o r  c i rc les  of v i l l a g e s  a n d  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  Amshom d i v i s i o n s  i n s t e a d l 8 ' .  Then  h e  

p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  w o r k s  a n d  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  g a r d e n  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  C a l i c u t  T a l o o k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  h e  l e f t  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  b e f o r e  h e  had t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  it l e a v i n g  

1 7 7 .  Logan Vol .  I P . 6 6 7  

1 7 8 .  G r a e m e ' s  R e p o r t  L'ara 1 2 7 3 - 4  

1 7 9 .  The  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  i n  a p p r o v a l  was  a d e f e c t i v e  
p r i n c i p a l  o f  c u t t i n g  down o l d  t rees,  t r e a t e d  a s  
u n p r o d u c t i v e .  



t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  t o  t h e  

c o l l e c t o r  Mr.Vaughan. 

But  b c f o r c  l e a v i n g  he had set  c e r t a i n  p l a n  f o r  

w o r k i n g  t o  t h e  co l lec tor .  A c c o r d i n g l y  h e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  

t h e  p e o p l e  r e t u r n s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  number of trees a n d  i t  

was c o r r a b o r a t e d  w i t h  i n s p e c t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  h i m s e l f  

i n  some g a r d e n s .  The  m i s t a k e s  i f  a n y ,  was c o r r e c t e d  b y  

t h e  p e o p l e  b y  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  A f t e r  g e t t i n g  so ,  t h e  

correct number o f  trees, h e  c a l c u l a t e d  t h e  g r o s s  

p r o d u c e  a n d  d i v i d e d  i t  a s  n o t e d  b e f o r e  ( 1 / 3  t o  

c u l t i v a t o r  a n d  1 / 3  e a c h  t o  gove rnmen t  a n d  j e n m i ) .  The 

n e x t  i m p o r t a n t  work o f  communica t ing  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  a l s o  was p l a n e d .  Before h e  

d e v i d e d  t h e  g a r d e n  l a n d s  i n  t o  two a s  ' A t t u  v e p p u '  a n d  

'Ka ra  v e p p u '  f o r  l a n d s  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  t h e r e  b y  

p r o d e c t i v i t y .  T h i s  h e l p e d  t o  f i x  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

e v e r y  t ree  i n  d i f f e r e n t  l a n d s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a n d s  

f e r t i l i t y  a n d  o t h e r  a s p e c t s .  T h i s  was a  g r e a t  s t e p  

b e c a u s e  i n  o n e  Amsham i t s e l f  a  l o t  of v a r i a t i o n s  w e r e  

f o u n d  i n  t h i s .  Then t h e  p l a n  was l e f t  t o  t h e  col lector  

a n d  h i s  e x e c u t i o n  of t h e  p l a n  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be n o t  

s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The p r i n c i p l e s  l a i d  down b y  M r . G r a e m e  

were a d h e r e d  t o ,  b u t  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  i n  d e t a i l  a p p e a r s  
1 8 1  

n o t  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e q u a l  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  . 



WEAKNESS OF CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS 

Mr.Graeme l e f t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  1 8 2 3  d i r e c t i n g  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  Mr-Vaughan t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  

s u r v e y .  The  a c c o u n t s  o f  r ice  l a n d  r e n d e r e d  b y  t h e  

p r o p r i e t o r s  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  seemed by n o  means  

c r e d i b l e .  The  a c c o u n t s  t h e  ' ~ e s h a d i k a r i e s '  g a v e  w e r e  

g r o s s l y  f a l s e  beyond  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  They  w e r e  

e x c e s s i v e l y  backward  i n  t h e  s u r v e y  of t h e  r ice l a n d s  

a n d  d i d  n o t  p a y  l e a s t  a t t e n t i i o n  t o  o r d e r s  of t h e  

col lector .  The  p r i n c i p a l  c o l l e c t o r  c o u l d  n o t  make a n y  

i m p r e s s i o n  upon them.  They  t r i ed  t o  c o n c e a l  t h e  d e e d s  

making  it i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  

c o u n t r y .  The  c o l l e c t o r  w a s  h o p e l e s s  of t h e  c h a n c e s  of 

1 8 2  
g e t t i n g  a n y  t r u e  d e e d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  D e s h a d h i k a r i s  . 
The c o l l e c t o r  s a y s  ' t h e  jumma i s  s t i l l  too  h i g h ,  t h e  

v i l l a g e  of f icers  a p p o i n t e d  t o  make t h e  s u r v e y  h a v e  n o t  

p e r f o r m e d  t h e i r  d u t y ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  on  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  

o r  i n  a p r o p e r  mode '183- B u t  t h e  B o a r d  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

t h e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a n d  n e g l e g e n c e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  

o f f i c e r s  arose i n  a g r e a t  m e a s u r e  f r o m  w a n t  of 

1 8 2 .  L e t t e r  f r o m  Mr.Vaughan t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  3  J u n e  
1 8 2 4 .  P a r a  24 

1 8 3 .  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  Revenue  on  
20 A u g u s t  1 8 2 5  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  vo1 .36  P a r a  1 1 8 5 .  



arrangements on the part of the principal collector 

himself. 184 

However, these officials frequently made 

superficial inspections with their menons or 

accountants even without calling upon the proprietors 

to attend it. In these there were under assessment 

rather than over assessment. They made large 

fortunes from corrupt practices and the country teemed 

with every kind of fake deeds to suit the present 

purpose. Neither punishment nor reward tried to get a 

faithful record was a failure to the collector. 

Partiality of Deshadikaries in their ~ublies was 

possible according to the collector, as the present 

mode of assessment did not allow as before, to depute 

the village officer of one Hubly to inspect that of 

another Hubly and vice-versa. 18' However, the Board of 

Revenue observed that it was the collector's particular 

duty to check the influence of Deshadikaris against 

partialiy and corruption. 
1 8 7  

Whether these officials were liable to 

punishment like other inferior ryots or not ( ? I .  This 

184. General Report Vo1.38 . Para 903-4 
185. Ibid 

186. General Report Vo1.34. 3rd Janauary 1825 Para 
1173. 



was a matter of indicissiveness for the collector, and 

he was, unfortunately, scared about the response of the 

government, if anything was done in this regard. 

Generally the company government was quite neglegent 

and averse to the officials irregularities and corrupt 

practies, especially in regard to the officials 

immediately connected to the people as to avoid shaking 

confidence of the people in the permanancy of the 

office by removing them on slight ground. This, 

unfortunately, led to inexcusable and wonton 

irregularities on the part of the Deshadhikaries. 

Their down right disobedience of orders and cuntempt 

for their superior authority was reported regularly. 

The government accordingly ordered that they also 

equally punishable like any poor ryot with deserving 

penalties. 188 However, these orders came late but the 

practice of irregularity in payments and corruption and 

missappropriation of public money were regular feature 

of the provincial administration. 

Shortly, the grand object of Mr.Graemels 

survey and assessment reached nowhere and the same was 

188. General report vo1.35. para 1726; Letter from 
Board of Revenue to the collector 13 September 
1824. Ibid Para 1178 still the collector was 
indecisive whether the Deshadikaris were liable 
for punishment under regulation IX of 1822 for 
appropriating moneys paid to him on account of 
government. 



followed by the district officials for little result. 

The collector's attempt in this regard was a failure. 

The people began to rise in opposition and they 

objected Mr.Vaughan1s settlement. On 15 November 1825 

the government directed 'no further collection to be 

made until a more correct survey had been affected. 

On 28th February 1826 Mr.Vaughan was promoted to the 

judicial department and Mr.Shefield was appointed as 

the principal collector of Malabar. 
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CHAPTER - V I I  

REBELLIOUS RESPONSE O F  THE RURAL PEASANTRY 

(1840-1857) 

The l a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s  of t h e  company gove rnmen t  

i n  Ma laba r  h a d  t o  u n d e r g o  t h r o u g h  a t o u g h  p h a s e  of 

r e b e l l i o u s  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  r u r a l  p e a s a n t r y  o f  S o u t h  

Malabar .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  gove rnmen t  

was i n a c t i v e  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  

reforms, on a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  a c t i v e  engagemen t  w i t h  a n  

e n h a n c e d  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n .  The  

government  did n o t  t r y  t o  e f f e c t  a n y  c h a n g e s  wh ich  t h e  

t i m e  most r e q u i r e d  i n  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I t  was 

i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  M r .  H . V .  C o n o l l y  h a d  t a k e n  c h a r g e  

as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  co l lec tor  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

H.V. CONOLLY (1840-1855) 

Dur ing  a p e r i o d  of m o r e  t h a n  1 5  y e a r s  of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  co l lec tor  H.V. C o n o l l y  

h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  no  s u r v e y  or  a s s e s s m e n t  w o r t h  t o  n o t e .  

D u r i n g  h i s  a d m i n : i s t r a t i o n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w i t n e s s e d  a  

series of r e b e l l i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n '  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p a r t s .  

The  gove rnmen t  was engaged  o n l y  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f '  

r e v e n u e ,  which  was i n  a p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a t e  on a c c o u n t  of 

a f a v o u r a b l e  p r i c e  rise. The  gove rnmen t  h a d  l i t t l e  t o  

d o  i n  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  



never turned to any of the revenue reforms. Instead, 

the government apparatus was primarily engaged in a 

ruthless suppression of the prolonged struggle of the 

Mappila peasants. This can be seen as a net result of 

a continuous exploitation of Malabar peasantry both by 

the government and the landlords through various 

reforms effected in the land law. 

After the commencement of the direct 

management of revenue collection in 1801, the company 

officials had made several attempts to arrive at a 

satisfactory settlement of revenue. "All of them', 

unfortunately, "proved to be inadequate to provide a 

sound basis for settlement and collection of revenue. I# 2 

Mr. Huddleston's attempt to persuade the government for 

a solution to the present follies of revenue was 

brushed aside. Eventhough the government had to accept 

the existing inequality and overassessment as the basic 

reasons for the 'lawlessness', "no step was taken to 

revise the pattern of settlement and the situation 

remained u n n l t c r c d  till t h c  c n d  of t h c  n i n c t c c n t h  

1. See in the former pages survey of Macleod (1802) 
attempts of Richards (1803-04) Mr. Warden's Jenmi 
and Hinduvi Paymaish (1805-10) the enquiry of Mr. 
Graeme (1818-22) and the attempt of later 
collectors in this regard. 



c e n t u a r y "  W e t  l a n d s  of t h e  p r o v i n c e  w e r e  a s s e s s e d  

w i t h  e x t r e m e  i n e q u a l i t y .  

R e g a r d i n g  g a r d e n  M r .  G r a e m e ' s  i n c o m p l e t e d  

s u r v e y  was f o l l o w e d  b y  M r .  S h e f i e l d ' s  selected t a l o o k s  

s u r v e y  i n  1829-30 ,  a n d  i n  1 8 3 3  M r .  C l e m e n t s o n ' s  

d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  a n d  a s s e s s e m n t .  T h i s  was c o n t i n u e d  

u n t i l  1840-41. The r e s u l t  w a s  a s m a l l  i n c r e a s e  of 

r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of R s .  1 8 . 8 4 9  i n s t e a d  of t h e  7 %  

d e f i c i e n c y  wh ich  M r .  Graeme h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

The a c t u a l  number of q a r d e n s  o n  w h i c h  t h i s  s m a l l  

4 i n c r e a s e  o c c u r e d  was 2 , 7 9 , 8 9 6  . A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  

G r a e m e ' s  scheme t h e  g a r d e n  a s s e s s m e n t  h a d  t o  b e  r e v i s e d  

i n  every  1 2  y e a r s .  But no survey  was conducted 

a f t e r w a r d s  till 1861.  5 

Now v a r i o u s  t a l u k  o r d e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of m i s c e l l a n e o u s  l a n d s .  The p e r i o d  of 

c o n t i n u o u s  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  r e a s s e s s m e n t ,  s u r v e y  a n d  

r e s u r v a y  w i t h  l i t t l e  ou tcome ,  h a d  come t o  a n  e n d  f o r  

t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .  Now t h e  gove rnmen t  d i d  n o t  t u r n  a n y  

s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i - o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  r c v c n u c  a n d  l a n d  t c n r l r ~  

4 ,  Logan V o l . 1  P.690 

5 .  I n  t h i s  y e a r  a r e v i s i o n  was o r d e r e d  g o i n g  back  t o  
t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  1805-10 ( H i n d u v i  P a y m a i s h ) ,  w i t h  
s u b s e q u e n t  c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  new c u l t i v a t i o n s .  Powel 
P.181.  



b u t  i n s t e a d  o b s c s s c d  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of p a c i f i c a t i o n  

of t h e  p r o v i n c e  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  r e b e l s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  

government  f o r  a n  e a s y  c o l l e c t i o n  of  r e v e n u e .  

RESULT OF PRICE R I S E  

A s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  i n  1 8 3 0 s  a s t e e p  

r i se  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p r i c e s  of p r o d u c e  a n d  l a n d e d  

p r o p e r t y .  A s  l a n d  a c q u i r e d  v a l u e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a p r i c e  

r ise t h e  rates w h i c h  w e r e  o n c e  h e a v y  became e a s i l y  

p a y a b l e .  Powel  s a y s ,  "The f a c t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b o t h  

ae regarde g a r d e n  l a n d ,  w e t l a n d  a n d  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  c r o p s  

i n  t h e  u p l a n d  a n d  f o r e s t ,  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  i s  so  f e r t i l e  

t h e  c r o p s  g e n e r a l l y  s o  good ,  a n d  t h e  r a t e s  s o  g e n e r a l l y  

l i g h t  b y  r e a s o n  of i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i c e s ,  , t h a t  r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n  p r a c t i c e  e a s y  however  

c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  t a l u k  r u l e s  w e r e " . 6  P r i c e s  

b e f o r e  1 8 3 0 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  Logan w e r e  a b n o r m a l l y  

l o w ,  b u t  a n  i n c r e a s e  of a b o u t  27% was r e c o r d e d  o v e r  

1831-33. An a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p r i c e  o f  paddy  of a n  

e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  a v a i l a b l e  a s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  of 

a  l a n d l o r d  a t  P a l g h a t  shows  w e l l  ( t a b l e  7-1)  t h e  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p r i c e s  a f t e r  1830 .  P r i c e s  o f  o t h e r  

7 .  R.M.S.C. Appendix I P a r a . 2 5 7 .  

8 .  S. S r i n i v a s a  Raghava I y a n g a r .  'Memorandum on t h e  
p r o q r e s s  of t h e  Madras  p r e s i d e n c y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  
4 0  y e a r s  o f  B r i t i s h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Appendix (E) 
P.CIV. ( M a d r a s ,  1 9 9 8 )  



a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  a l s o  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  9 

T a b l e  7-1 

A v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  p a d d y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1 8 2 0  - 1 8 6 5  

The  a b n o r m a l  h i k e  i n  p r i c e s  of c o m m o d i t i e s  made a g a i n  

a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  r e s u l t  up o n  t h e  a l r e a d y  o v e r  b u r d e n e d  

c u l t i v a t i n g  t e n a n t s .  T h e  h i k e  i n  p r i c e s  u s u a l l y  wou ld  

b e  a r e l i e f  t o  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r  who p r o d u c e s  t h e  g r a i n  

a n d  o t h e r  c o m m o d i t i e s  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  s o c i e t y  a n d  e v e n  

f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t .  B u t  i n s t e a d ,  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  

made a r e s u l t  on  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  T h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  

m a j o r i t y  of a c t u a l  c u l t i v a t o r s  of M a l a b a r  h a d  n o  

s u r p l u s  t o  s e l l ,  b u t  h a d  t o  make p u r c h a s e s  f r o m  t h e  

Year 

1 8 2 0  

1 8 2 5  

1 8 3 0  

1 8 3 5  

1 8 4 0  

m a r k e t  e v e n  f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  s u b s i s t a n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

t h e  non-harvest s e a s o n s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  

9 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  P.38 

No. of Paddy  
per Rupee 

77 

8 0  

8 1  

7 6  

71  

Year 

1845  

1 8 5 0  

1 8 5 5  

1 8 6 0  

1 8 6 5  

No. o f  Paddy  
p e r  Rupee  

5 7  

6 1  

25  

2 2  

1 9  



substantinl. j c n r n i  n nncl rnn-jor.i.l:y o f  K n r l n k k n r s ,  hat3 n 

l a r g e  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c e  t o  s e l l  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t  a t  t h e  

h i g h e r  p r i c e s  b e c a u s e  m o s t  of them h a d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e ,  

or i n  many c a s e s  a number o f ,  s h a r e s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

l a n d s  s c a t t e r e d  i n  o n e  o r  many v i l l a g e s  a n d  t a l u k s .  

They a l s o  c o u l d  s tore t h e s e  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t s  f o r  t h e  

n o n - h a r v e s t  s e a s o n s ,  i n  wh ich  p r i c e s  s h o t  up  v e r y  h i g h ,  

a n d  s e l l  it a t  a  v e r y  h i g h e r  p r i c e s ,  w h i l e  t h e s e  w e r e  

b o u g h t  b y  t h e  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r s ,  o r  c u l t i v a t i n g  

t e n a n t s  a n d  o t h e , r s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  m o r e  t h e  p r o d u c e  

a n d  p r i c e s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  more t h e  b u r d e n s  of t h e  p o o r  

c u l t i v a t o r s  i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  r i c h  

l a n d l o r d s  amassed  w e a l t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r i c e  mechanism. 

A c t u a l l y  t h i s  happened  b e c a u s e  wheneve r  t h e  

p r i c e s  a re  f a v o u r a b l e  t h e  l a n d l o r d  p r e f e r e d  t h e  payment  

of gove rnmen t  s h a r e  f r o m  t h e  p a t t o m  r e c e i v e d  i n  k i n d  

( 2 / 3 )  a n d  h e  k e p t  t h e  j e n m i ' s  s h a r e  h i m s e l f .  

O t h e r w i s e ,  . i n  t h e  u n f a v o u r a b l e  s e a s o n ,  h e  made t h e  

t e n a n t  t o  p a y  t h e s e  b o t h ,  i n  k i n d  o r  money w h i c h e v e r  i s  

b e t t e r .  

The h i k e  i n  p r i c e s  made t h e  gove rnmen t  s h a r e  

a l s o  i n c r e a s e d .  So  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e  became 

e a s y  w i t h o u t  much d i f f i c u l t y .  The  gove rnmen t  became 

s a t i s f i e d  when t h e  r e v e n u e  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  n e a r l y  f u l l  o f  

t h e  y e a r l y  jumma a n d  a n  a n n u a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  



c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r i c e  rise. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  gove rnmen t  s i n c e  1 8 3 0 s  d i d  n o t  t u r n  

f o r  a n y  reform i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  I t  n e i t h e r  

t r i e d  f o r  a  p r i c e  c o n t r o l .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  

t h e r e  was l i t t l e  e f f o r t  t o  r e v i s e  o r  s u r v e y  t h e  g a r d e n  

o r  w e t  l a n d s  or  a n y  o t h e r  p r o d u c e ,  e x c e p t  i n  

10 Kurumbranad , 

Mr. G r n c t n c ' g  p r o p o ~ a l  f o r  n r e v i s i o n  o f  1 2  

years f o r  g a r d e n  l a n d s  was f o u n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  b y  M r .  

Conolly i n  1 8 4 4 .  l1 M r .  C o n o l l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  n o  

f i x e d  periods of r e v i s i o n s  c o u l d  b e  named a n d  t h a t  " t h e  

c h i e f  o b j e c t  of p e r i o d i c a l  r e v i s i o n  w a s  t o  

c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  a n y  e x t e n s i v e  r e m i s s i o n s  wh ich  p a r t i a l  

b a d  s e a s o n s  o r  p r i v a t e  m i s f o r t u n e  m i g h t  r e n d e r  

i n d i s p e n s i b l e "  1 2  
H e  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  

l a n d h o l d e r s  "are aware  a l s o  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  w e  d o  n o t  

t h i n k  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t o  b i n d  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a  permanancy  o f  

a g g r e g a t e  amount of t a x ,  w e  d o  s o  t o  a  permanancy  of 

t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  gove rnmen t  demand t o  t h e  

1 0 .  I n  1850-52 ,  h e r e  a  g e n e r a l  c o m p l a i n t  of o v e r -  
a s s e s s m e n t  of g a r d e n s  p r e s s e d  t h e  gove rnmen t  for a 
s u r v e y ,  b u t  f o r  a r e s u l t  of R s .  366 d e c r e a s e  o n l y .  
L o s a n ,  V o l . 1 ,  P . 6 9 1  

11. H.V. C o n o l l y ,  Jumabundy R e p o r t  of 1 8 4 4  q u o t e d  i n  
Logan V o l .  I P.690.  

1 2 .  I b i d  



p r o d u c e " .  A r e n e w a l  a t  a f i x e d  p e r i o d  would  c r e a t e  

u n c e r t a i n i t y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t s  for  a n  u l t i m a t e  

r e s u l t  of c u r b i n g  t h e  g a r d e n  i n d u s t r y ,  h e  t h o u g h t .  

T h e r e f o r e  h e  l e f t  t h i n g s  t o  go  o n  a s  t h e y  w e r e  

a n d  examined  o n l y  s u c h  g a r d e n s  a s  t h e i r  h o l d e r s  were 

" f o r c e d  b y  t h e i r  n e c e s s i t y  t o  s u b m i t  fo r  i n s p e c t i o n " .  1 3  

H e  was o f  t h c  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  was 

n e c e s s a r y  o n l y  when t h e  j u s t  r i g h t s  o f  gove rnmen t  owing 

t o  r e m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e s  it. B u t  t h i s  p o l i c y  of 

e x p e d i e n c y  b y  t h e  government  f o r  n o t  making  

r e a s s e s s m e n t  e v e n  h t  a d i s t a n t  i n t e r v a l  m u s t  b e  s e e n  i n  

t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a n d  u n h i n t e r e d  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

r e v e n u e  i n  a t o t a l l y  c h a n g e d  s i t u a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  p r i c e  

rise. The  gove rnmen t  w a s  l e a s t  b o t h e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  

clamol ~ u r  of t h e  p e o p l e  on o v e r  a s s e s s m e n t  o r  u n e q u a l  

assessment, a n d  it f a i l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b a s i c  

r e a s o n s  f o r  a f r e q u e n t  u p r i s i n g s  of t h e  r u r a l  p e a s a n t r y  

a g a i n s t  t h e  l o r d  a n d  tho state. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i n g s  w e r e  g o i n g  i n  a n  

a p p a l i n g l y  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n .  M a p p i l a s  of S o u t h  

M a l a b a r  r o s e  i n  a rms .  Between 1836-1853 n o  f e w e r  t h a n  

2 2  o u t b r e a k s  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  b e s i d e s  numerous a b o r t i v e  

r i s i n g s  a n d  c o n s p i r a c i e s .  
14 

1 3 .  I b i d  P .691 .  

1 4 .  I n n e s  C . A .  a n d  Evans F . D .  ' M a l a b a r  D i s t r i c t  
G a z a t t e e r  Vol. I P .78. 



WHY MAPPILA OUT BREAKS, ? 

M a p p i l a s ,  who w e r e  a  f l o u r i s h i n g  t r a d i n g  

community a l o n g  t h e  M a l a b a r  coast ,  became p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

r u r a l  when t h e  Europeans  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  s o o n  

began  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s .  They were 

c o m p e l l e d  t o  m i g r a t e  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a r t s  of M a l a b a r  

i n  search of employment a n d  l a r g e l y  o c c u p i e d  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r .  When a  l a r g e  number of t h e  ~ i n d u  

p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p r o f e s s i o n  l5 i n  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  ' a n  ove rwhe lming  

m a j o r i t y  o f  M a p p i l a s  were c u l t i v a t i n g  t e n a n t s ,  l a n d l e s s  

l a b o u r e r s ,  p e t t y  t r a d e r s  a n d  f i s h e r m e n .  Landowing 

h M a p p i l a s  w e r e  v e r y  f e w .  l6 Even i n  s o u t h  Ma laba r  w,ere 

M a p p i l a s  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  t h e  number of 

M a p p i l a  l a n d  h o l d e r s  w e r e  v e r y  f e w ,  a n d  t h e  l a n d  was 

a l m o s s t  ~ x c l  ~ l s i v ~ l  y l i e 1  d h y  I - 1 1 0  I -  I I l i  tlt111n 

( T a b l e  7-21, 

T h e i r  number l i m i t e d  i n  gove rnmen t  s e r v i c e s  

u n d e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  e x c e s s i v e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  a n d  t r a d e ,  a  d e s p e r a t e  o c c u p a t i o n  

15 .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  l i k e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  g o l d  
s m i t h ,  i r o n  s m i t h ,  w e a v e r s  I p o t m a k e r s ,  
c o p p e r s m i t h s ,  e tc .  w e r e  f r o m  t h e  Hindu a n d  t h e  
M a p p i l a s  w e r e  n o t  q e n e r a l l y  i n  s u c h  a r e a s  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n .  



T a b l e  7-2 

Number o f  p r i n c t p a  1 , J c n m i  s h o l d i  ncj morc  t h a n  1 0 0  p i e c e s  
o f  l a n d s  i n  s o u t h e r n  t a l u k s  of M a l a b a r  

i n  t h e  c h a n g e d  s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  company gove rnmen t .  

When trade began t o  d e c l i n e  t h e i r  number l a r g e l y  

T a l u k  

E r n a d  
Wal luvanad  
P o n n a n i  
P a l g h a t  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r .  T h e  M a p p i l a s  

b e g a n  t o  f e e l  a s  b e i n g  a l i e n a t e d  f rom'  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  of 

M a l a b a r  s o c i e t y .  : T h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  

Looked  u p  o n  a s  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of T i p p u  S u l t a n ,  t h e y  

w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s  n a t u r a l  e n e m i e s  of t h e  new g o v e r n m e n t ,  

b a s e d  o n  t h e  e r r o n e o u s  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  M a p p i l a s  

b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  Mysorean  r u l e  a n d  h a d  become t h e  

' p r i n c i p a l  l a n d h o l d e r s '  i n  S o u t h  M a l a b a r ' .  l 7  Any way 

T o t a l  

1 1 3  
1 7 9  
219 
96 

J e n m i s  

1 7 .  R.M.J.C. P a r a  1 1 9 .  T h i s  v i e w  o f  t h e  company 
o f f i c i a l s  w a s  w r i t t e n  a t  l e n g t h  i n  t h e  p a g e s  of t h e  
h i s t o r y .  o f  M a l a b a r .  B u t  K N  P a n i k k a r  c o n t e s t s  t h i s  
v iew.  H e  s a y s  "The  M a p p i l a s  i n  g e n e r a l  d i d  n o t  
i m p r o v e  much u n d e r  h i s  r u l e " .  S o  t h e  Mysorean  
p h a s e  i n  M a l a b a r  w a s  n e i t h e r  a p e r i o d  of M a p p i l a  
d o m i n a t i o n  n o r  o f  M a p p i l a  r u l e .  I n  f a c t  T i p u  
S u l t a n  e n c o u n t e r e d  r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  M a p p i l a s  i n  
h i s  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  col lec t  r e v e n u e  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
M a p p i l a  c h i e f s ,  A t t a n  G u r u k k a l  l e d  a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  
h im.  T h i s  r e b e l l i o n  was  s u p p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of 
a p r i n c e  f r o m  t h e  Zamor in s  f a m i l y .  MDR. V o l .  2073  
PP-58-90, V01.2167, PP 21-6 - Vol  2137 .  PP. - 1069-  
71 .  K . N  . P a n i k k a r  PP. 55-56.  

. M a p p i l a s  

2 - 
1 0  - 

Nairs  

43  
54  
54  
5 2  

H a  jas 

6 
1 4  

9 
11 

--------?--------------------------- 

Brahmins  ....................................................... 
6 2  
111 
1 4 2  

30  



i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  a t t i t u d e  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  

e q u i t a b l e .  T h i s  u n d e r w e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  later 

p e r i o d s  of t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s '  r u l e .  

When t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  ' s y s t e m  

of ' . ' . .  f a r m + i n g  l a n d  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  M a l a b a r  Rajas a n d  

c h i e f s ,  it e x p o s e d  t h e  p e a s a n t s  t o  t h e  e x o r b i t a n t  

demands of t h e  Rajas ,  C h i e f s  a n d  t h e i r  a g e n t s .  l8 "The 

a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  R a j a s  a g a i n  w e r e  u n e q u a l  a n d  M a p p i l a s  

were r a t ed  m o r e  h i g h l y  t h a n  t h e  H i n d u s " .  l9 Even when 

t h e  revenue s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  d o n e  by  t h e  company 

officials, t h e y  were r e l i e d  on t h e  accounts furnished 

b y  t h e  Rajas Narnbud i r i s ,  a n d  M o o k i s t a n s  a n d  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  l a n d  h o l d e r s .  2 0  T h e  M a p p i l a s  of S o u t h  

M a l a b a r  r e f u s e d  t o  p a y  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  areas,  

e v e n  r e s o r t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e .  21 T h e r e  w e r e  f r e q u e n t  

c l a s h e s  b e t w e e n  Nai rs  a n d  M a p p i l a s  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  

a t t a c k e d  ' K a t c h e r i s  a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v i l l a g e  

o f f i c i a l s .  2 2  T h i s  o b s t r u c t e d  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  a n d  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  a n n o y e d  a t  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  T h e  

1 8 .  MDR V o l .  1 7 1 0  PP 3 5  & 1 4 6 .  

1 9 .  I n n e s  C.A. & Evans  F.B.  M a l a b a r  P.73 n ( 1 ) .  

20 .  I b i d  P.329 n ( 1 )  

21 .  MDR V O ~ .  1 7 2 7  PP 332-66.  

22.  I b i d  Vo1.1743 PP.445-7. 



government  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s t a r t e d  r e p r e s s i v e  me thods  

a g a i n s t  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s .  T h i s  m u s t  b e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  

of a l i e n a t i n g  M a p p i l a s  from t h e  gove rnmen t .  

Moreover, ,  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  p o l i c y  of t h e  

company gove rnmen t  w a s  seemed ' t o  b u t t r e s s  t h e  power 

a n d  p o s i t i o n  o f  u p p e r - c a s t e  Hindu l a n d l o r d s .  A f t e r  

1 8 0 0 ,  m o s t  a p p o i n t e e s  f o r  p o s t s  o f  A d h i k a r i s  ( V i l l a g e  

headmen) a n d  Menons ( V i l l a g e  a c c o u n t a n t s )  w e r e  f r o m  

Hindu l andowning  c l a s s e s .  2 3  I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  a l l  t h e  T a h a s i l d a r s  a n d  a n  overwhelming  

m a j o r i t y  o f  v i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l s  were Hindus .  2 4  I n  1 8 1 7  

Thomas Munro recommended f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of t h e  

M a p p i l a s  t o  t h e  p o s t s  of Menons. 25 B u t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  

was n o t  h e e d e d  b y  t h e  gove rnmen t .  The  f i rs t  M a p p i l a  

T a h a s i l d a r  was a p p o i n t e d  o n l y  i n  1 8 4 2 .  The Hindus  who 

h a d  m o n o p o l i s e d  t h e s e  p o s t s  till t h e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h i s  s h i f t  i n  t h e  p o l i c y  a n d  a s c r i b e d  t h e  

Mapp i l a  o u t b r e a k s  t o  t h e  l e n i e n c y  shown b y  t h e  

c o l l e c t o r .  T h i s  was p e t i t i o n e d  b y  29 Hindus  of ~ r n a d ,  

23 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  P.58 

2 4 .  BRC 2 A p r i l  1 8 0 1  No.23. 9  March 1801 .  No.31; 1 3  
J u l y  1 8 0 1  No.31, 3 2 ,  26  May 1 8 0 3  No.31, 7 J a n u a r y  
1 8 3 6 ,  No.38. 

2 5 .  Thomas Munro, A R e p o r t  on  t h e  R e v i s i o n  o f  J u d i c i a l  
s y s t e m  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  M a l a b a r  4 J u l y  1 8 1 7 ,  
P .13 .  



Wal luvanad  a n d  Che rnad .  26  B u t  t h e  co l lec tor  a r g u e d  

t h a t  n o  o u t b r e a k  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a n y  v i l l a g e  p r e s i d e d  

over by M a p p i l a  headman. 2 7  I n  1 8 5 1  H.V. c o n o l l y ,  t h e  
L 

Collector ,  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t e h r e  w e r e  1 , 5 5 , 6 8 6  H i n d u s  

a n d  1 , 2 7 , 7 3 4  M a p p i l a s  i n  E r n a d ,  C h e r n a d  a n d  W a l l u v a n a d  

t o g e t h e r .  T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  20  M a p p i l a s  among 8 1  

a d h i k a r i s ,  none  among t h e  v i l l a g e  a c c o u n t a n t s  a n d  o n l y  

20  o u t  o f  t h e  1 4 2  v i l l a g e  p e o n s .  28 S o  t h e  M a p p i l a s ,  

who h a d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  p o l i c e  

a d r n i n . i ~ t r n C i - C P I I  i 11 t t~c  :ic)\il:lrcrt~ kil.1 11lrn of M:I 1 n l m r  I rr k t r c  

e a r l y  y e a r s  of company g o v e r n m e n t  w e r e  s u s p e c t e d  f o r  

t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  H i n d u s  w e r e  l a r g e l y  

p r e f e r e d  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p o s t .  

T h e  r e v e n u e  p o l i c y  f a v o u r e d  them a n d  t h e  

d e c i s i o n s  of c o u r t s  s a f e g u a r d e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ' .  29 

The  M a p p i l a s  f e l t  i n s e c u r e ,  a n d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  

j u s t i c e  f rom t h e  o f f i c i a l s  t h e r e i n .  ' S u c h  f e a r s ,  

howeve r ,  w e r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  M a p p i l a s  a l o n e ,  t h e y  

w e r e  s h a r e d  b y  Hindu  t e n a n t s  a s  w e l l .  30 ' The  r u r a l  

26 .  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e  o n  t h e  M a p p i l a  o u t r a g e s  i n  M a l a b a r  
f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1849-59 .  V o l . 1  (Madra s  1 8 6 3 )  PP.216- 
20 (Hereafter C.M.0 I ) .  

27.  I b i d  I, P.218;  K.N.Panikkar  P.58 n o t e  48.  

30 .  I b i d  



s o c i e t y  o f  M a l a b a r  i n  g e n e r a l  w a s  i n  a s t a t e  of 

p e r p e c t u a l  f e r m a n t ' .  S o  r e v o l t s  b e g a n  t o  o c c u r  almost 

r e g u l a r l y .  D r .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  s a y s ,  t h e y  " w e r e  

e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  p r o t e s t  of t h e  r u r a l  

poor a g a i n s t  o p r e s s i o n  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  lt3' T h e  

i n s u r g e n t s  o f  t h e s e  r e v o l t s  were d rawn  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

f r o m  t h e  r a n k  o f  p o o r  p e a s a n t s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s ,  

a r t i s a n s  a n d  p e t t y  t r a d e r s .  1832 

B u t  ' i n  t h e s e ,  Hindu  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  t o t a l l y  

a b s e n t .  T h e  M a p p i l a s  a l o n e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  

d i s c o n t e n t  i n t o  o r g a n i s e d  r e v o l t s .  I t  s u g g e s t s  a 

r e l i g i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  t h e s e  r e v o l t s .  Ru t  

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  i t s e l f  w a s  t h e  major r e a s o n  f o r  a n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e v o l t s  b e i n g  f a n a t i c a l .  The  

v e r y  b a s i c  r e a s o n s  l i k e  t e n u r i a l  c h a n g e s  a n d  r e v e n u e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  a n  o p p r e s s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  

a n d  e x a c t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  t a x e s  b y  company g o v e r n m e n t  

w e r e  s i d e  t r a c k e d  i n  t h i s  r n i s i n t e r p r c t a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  

f a c t s  w e r e  e x p l i c i t e l y  c l ea r  t h e t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s y s t e m  

was  h i g h l y  o p p r e s s i v e  f o r  t h e  a g r i u c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  M a p p i l a  p e a s a n t r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

32 .  F o r  d e t a i l s  S t e p h e n  F. D a l e '  I s l a m i c  s o c i e t y  on  
t h e  s o u t h  A s i a n  F r o n t i e r  M a p p i l a s  of M a l a b a r '  
1 4 9 8  - 1 9 7 2 ,  ( O x f o r d ,  1 9 8 0 )  PP.228-32.  



The Mnppi 111 rh i r f s  1 i k r  I1tlt11111!1f-Iln Ml~l)ljnn, 

Chemban Pokka r  a n d  Athan  G u r u k k a l  rose i n  r e v o l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  gove rnmen t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of 

t h e  company a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Athan G u r u k k a l  a n d  Chemba-n 

Pokka r  w e r e  t h e  d a r a g a s  ( P o l i c e  c h i e f s )  o f  E rnad  a n d  

Cheranad  t a l u k s  respectively, a n d  h a d  amassed  l a n d e d  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  power t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  i n f l u e n c e .  3 3  

They t o o k  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  Mapp i l a  

community,  a n d  r o s e  i n  a rms  a g a i n s t  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  

t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  T h e s e  l e a d e r s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  own 

armed force a n d  c o l l e c t e d  t a x e s  from t h e  p e o p l e  of 

S o u t h  Malaba r .  34 The M a p p i l a s  f o u n d  a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  

them a g a i n s t  t h e  l a n d l o r d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  

u p r i s i n g .  Whatever  w e r e  t h e  m o t i v e s  of t h e s e  c h i e f s  

c a n  be d i s p u t e d .  B u t  t h e  p o o r  ~ a p p i l a  p e a s a n t  

community j o i n e d  t h e  u p r i s i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  

a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  gove rnmen t .  

Not o n l y  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e  a n d  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  w a s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  v e r y  

a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  B r i t i s h  gove rnmen t  was  t h r e a t e n e d .  

O f f i c i a l s  c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  t o  t h e i r  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  

of Mapp i l a  r e s i s t a n c e .  O u t b r e a k s  i n  Chavakkad,  

3 3 .  C o r n a r d  Wood H i s t o r i c a l  Background of M a p p i l a  
R e b e l l i o n ,  S o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  I11 1st A u g u s t  1974  
P.551. 

3 4 .  RMJC P a r a  1 2 0 - 1 .  



Mannargha t  a n d  P u l a w a y i  c a l l e d  f o r  gove rnmen t  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  The o f f i c i a l s  a t t r i b ~ t ~ d  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  

t o  t h e  i n h e r e n t :  a g r e s s i v e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  l a c k  of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  M a p p i l a s ' .  35 B u t  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n s .  V e l i y a n k o d e  U m e r  Qassi  

a n d  S a y y i d  A l a v i  T h a n g a l  of Mamburam, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l e a d e r s  of t h e  community a l s o  came f o r w a r d  i n  c r i t ic i sm 

o f  t h e  gove rnmen t .  U m e r  Q a s s i  was q u i t e  a g i t a t e d  o v e r  

t h e  h e a v y  t a x e s  imposed  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h ' .  H e  g a v e  

'fatwa' f o r  n o n  payment of the t a x e s .  36  Sayyid A l a v i  
/ 

T h a n g a l  a l s o  g a v e  f a t w a  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  

r u l e  till t h e  end .  3 7  So t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  p r i m a r i l y  

a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  governemnt  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Hindu 

l a n d l o r d s .  When t h e  r u r a l  community  f o u n d  a n  

encouragemen t  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  l i k e  U m e r  

Qassi  a n d  Mambaram T h a n g a l  t h e y  rose i n  l a r g e  numbers  

a t  d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s s i o n s .  

REVIEW OF UPRISINGS 

A r e v i e w  o f  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  would r e v e a l  

c e r t a i n  p e c u l i a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  

35.  M.D.R (Revenue )  1 7 9 9 .  PP 15-6.  

3 6 .  K.N.Panikkar  P.60 

37. I b i d  
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c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  E rnad  a n d  Wal luvanad  t a l u k s  (map 7 -1 )  

of s o u t h  M a l a b a r .  The t o t a l  l a n d  a r e a  of E r n a d  w a s  

6 ,18 ,496  acres o f  t h i s  1 / 4  o n l y  was u n d e r  p l o u g h .  So  

h e r e  t h e  man-land r a t i o  was t h e  l o w e s t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

a n d  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i t s e l f .  38 Besides,  d o u b l e  

c r o p p i n g  w a s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  of 

i r r i g a t i o n  f a c i l i t a t i e s .  W a d e  w a s  l i m i t e d  t o  t i m b e r ,  

co i r ,  g i n g e r  and  d r i e d  f i s h  and t h c r c  was h a r d l y  any 

i n d u s t r y .  S h o r t l y  t h e  economic  c o n d i t i o n  was g e n e r a l l y  

p o o r .  60% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i m p o v e r i s h e d  t a l u k  

was Mappilas. The man-land r a t i o  a n d  a l m o s t  a l l  o t h e r  

a s p e c t s  r e f e r e d  a b o v e  were same i n  Wal luvanad  t a l u k  

a l so .  L i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n  was so  p o o r  a n d  t h e  m i s e r y  of 

t h e  o r d i n a r y  man was a c u t e .  The M a p p i l a s  w e r e  t e n a n t s  

o r  t e n a n t s - a t - w i l l  o r  t i l l e d  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s .  

I n  Wal luvanad  35% p o p u l a t i o n  was M a p p i l a s .  I n  t h e s e  

t a l u k s ,  whe re  t h e  man-land r a t i o  was lower, l a n d  w a s  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of a f e w  

j enmis .  O f  t h e s e  j e n m i s  t h e  number of  M a p p i l a s  w e r e  

v e r y  few.  I n  1 8 0 3  when M r .  Thomas Wardcn nnsrmhlcd 103 

Malaba r  j enmis  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  8 

M a p p i l a s  i n  i t ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  e x c e p t  o n e  who was a  
k 

T i y a ,  were u p p e r  c a s t e  Hindus .  39 S h o r t l y ,  t h e  

3 8 .  P.  Kodanda Rao ' M a l a b a r  Tenancy  P r o b l e m '  (Madras  
1924). PP 2 6 - 7 .  

3 9 .  BRC. 1 8 0 3  V o l .  353 No.61. 



u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  i n  a n  i m p o v e r i s h e d  

c o n d i t i o n .  Wherever  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was m o s t l y  composed 

o f  Mapp i l a  p e a s a n t r y  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t o o k  t h e i r  c a u s e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  u n j u s t i f u l  gove rnmen t  a n d  l a n d l o r d s .  

The a t t e m p t  t o  see t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  u p r i s i n g s  o n  t h e  same 

f o o t i n g  i s  n o t  d e s i r a b l e .  4 0  Such a v i ew i s  t o  o v e r l o o k  

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  i n  r u r a l  s o c i e t y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  

by c o l o n i a l  r u l e .  41 The  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c i d e n t s  were 

m o t i v a t e d  b y  M a p p i l a - N a i r  r i v a l r y  on t h e  wake of 

w e r e  m u t u a l  c o n f l i c t s  be tween  t h e s e  t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s  o n  

a c c o u n t  of t h e  assumed f a v o u r i s m  or n o n - f a v o u r i s m  

t o w a r d s  t h e s e  g r o u p s  by  t h e  Mysore  gove rnmen t .  T h i s  

w a s  j u s t f u l l y  p a c i f i e d  b y  t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  d a y s .  B u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  c h a r a c t e r .  The l a t t e r  

h a d  a soc ia l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  it w a s  r e f l e c t e d  a s  a  

r e s p o n s e  towards i n j u s t i c e  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e s e  

u p r i s i n g s  h a d  c e r t a i n  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s .  

4 0 .  S t e p h e n  F. Dale argues that t h e r e  i s  n o  q u a l i t a t i v e  
d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e s e  two.  The  M a p p i l a  
o u t b r e a k s  I d e o l o g y  a n d  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  K e r a l a .  J o u r n a l  of A s i a n  S t u d i e s  XXXV, 1 
Nov. 1975  PP. 8 5 - 9 7 ;  ' M a p p i l a s  o f  M a l a b a r '  P.124. 
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Now t h e r e  a r e  a few q u e s t i o n s  t o  b e  a n s w e r e d  

a s  why t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  came o n l y  f r o m  among t h e  

M a p p i l a s  ( 2 ) ;  Were i t  b a s i c a l l y  f a n a t i c a l  o r  

i b 
communally m o t i v a t e d  ( ? )  or ,happened  b e c a u s e  o f  the 

u n c i v i l i z e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e v o l t e r s  ( ? ) .  A g a i n ,  w e r e  

t h e y  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  company g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e v e n u e  

p o l i c y  ( ? )  i f  S O ,  s h y  d i d  i t  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  o t h e r  l o w  

caste p o p u l a t i o n  ( ? ) ,  o r  why d i d  t h e y  n o t  r e s p o n d  l i k e  

t h e  M a p p i l a s  ( ? I .  L i k e w i s e ,  why t h e  M a p p i l a  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n  t h e  coastal a r e a  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d ,  ( ? )  a n d  why it w a s  

c o n f i n e d  o n l y  among r u r a l  Mapp i l a  p e a s a n t r y  ( ? I .  

B e f o r e  a n s w e r i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a  s h o r t  g l i m p s  o f  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  u p r i s i n g s  a n d  i t s  r e a s o n s  a n d  v i c t i m s  c a n  

be  l o o k e d  i n t o .  

CERTAIN ISOLATED INCIDENTS OF U P R I S I N G S  

On 26 November 1 8 3 6  K a l l i n g a l  Kunholan of 

P a n d a l l a r  i n  E r n a d  t a l u k  k i l l e d  o n e  Chakku p a n i k k a r  of 

a s t r o l o g e r  caste a n d  a l s o  wounded 3  o t h e r s .  H e  was 

s h o t  d e a d  by t h e  p o l i c e .  4 2  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  

b 
i n c i d e n t  is  n o t  clear from t h e  r e c o r d s .  H e  may,,tempted 

f o r  t h i s  b y  p e r s o n a l  g r i e v a n c e s  or  e n e m i t y .  On 5 

A p r i l  1839  t w o  M a p p i l a s  k i l l e d  o n e  K e l i l  Raman a n d  set  

f i r e  t o  a  Hindu t e m p l e .  4 3  Two s t a b b i n g  i n c i d e n t s  a l s o  

4 2 .  C.M.0 I P .400;  Logan V o l . 1 ,  P .  554 
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were r e p o r t e d  on t h e  n e x t  d a y .  'l'hese i n c i d e n t s  seems t o  

b e  n o t  o f  a n y  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  

On 1 5  A p i l  1837  o n e  A l i k u t t y  o f  Chenga ra  amsam 

K a l p e t t a  desam Ernad  T a l u k ,  i n f l i c t e d  numerous a n d  

s e v e r e  wounds on , one  Brahmin jenmi a n d  t o o k  p o s t  i n  h i s  

own s h o p s .  H e  was f o l l o w e d  by  t h e  t a h s i l d a r  a n d  peon 

a n d  w a s  s h o t  d e a d  by  t h e  P o l i c e .  H e r e  t h e  v i c t i m  was a  

jenmi  a n d  t h e  r e b e l  was a  M a p p i l a  t e n a n t .  On 1 9  A p r i l  

1 8 4 0 ,  i n  I r u m b u l i  o f  E rnad  t a l u k  o n e  t e n a n t  named 

Alikutti wounded one  N a i r    en mi a n d  h i s  d e p e n d e n t  a n d  

w a s  s h o t  d e a d  by t h e  p o l i c e .  From t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  n o  

c o n c l u s i o n  c a n  b e  a r r i v e d  a t ,  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  no  

e v i d e n c e s  f o r  t h e i r  r e a s o n  a n d  v i c t i m s '  i n v o l v e m e n t  f o r  

a n y  s u c h  i n s t i g a t i o n .  

PALLIPURAM INCIDENT 

On 5 t h  A p r i l  1 8 4 1  a t  P a l l i p u r a m  i n  Wal luvanad  

t a l u k  t o o k  p l a c e  o n e  p e a s a n t - l a n d l o r d  r i v a l r y .  H e r e  o n e  

t e n a n t  nn~ned Kuritic~lari was d c p r i v c d  of his l a n d  t h r o u g h  

' M e l c h a r t h ' .  4 4  H e  k i l l e d  h i s  l a n d l o r d ,  P e r u m b a l i  

Nambud i r i ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  h i s  t w o  s o n s  a n d  s i x  n e i g h b o u r s  

b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r .  Those  who a s s i s t e d  him 

f o u n d  c a u s e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  i n j u s t i c e  

4 4 .  S e e  ' M e l c h a r t h '  i n  p a g e  

3 8 2  



d o n e  by t h i s  Brahmin l a n d l o r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t e n a n t .  4 5  

T h e r e  was n o  o t h e r  r e a s o n  e v i d e n t  f o r  t h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  

f o r m e r  e n e m i t y  w i t h  t h e  l a n d l o r d .  A l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

w e r e  s o o n  k i l l e d  by t h e  gove rnmen t  f o r c e .  

MANNUR INCIDENT 

On 1 4 t h  November 1 8 4 1  a t  Mannur i n  E r n a d  t a l u k  

took p l a c e  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  T h i s  a l s o  was a  p e a s e n t  

l a n d l o r d  d i s p u t e .  A n o t e  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e  t h e  u p r i s i n g  

by one of the p a r t i c i p a n t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  t e h s i l d e r  

g i v e s  a v i v i d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e  n o t e  a g a r d e n l a n d  was g i v e n  on  Kanam t e n u r e  t o  

P a t h y l v a l i a  Kunholan b y  T o t t a c h e r y  K e l u  P a n i k k a r .  1 8 2 0  

a  t a n k ,  s h o p  etc.  w e r e  e r e c t e d  the re in  a n d  t h e  

gove rnmen t  t a x  was p a i d  b y  t h e  p o s s e s s o r .  I n  1 8 3 2  t h e  

jenmam r i g h t  a l so  was p u r c h a s e d  f rom t h e  jenmi .  I n  

1 8 3 2  a  mosque was b u i l t  a n d  1 8 4 1  a mud w a l l  a l s o  w a s  

r a i s e d .  But  now t h e  P a n i k a r  made a  f a l s e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  t a l u k  k a t c h e r y  a n d  t h e  

t a h a s i l d a r  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

t h i n g s  s e n t  a  peon  a n d  $owor f i v e  men t o  s e i z e  Kunholan 

a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  mosque. T h e i r  r e q u e s t  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  

K a t c h e r r y  a f t e r  t h e i r  p r a y e r  a n d  b r e a k i n g  f a s t  w e r e  n o t  

h e e d e d  by  t h e  p e o n : a n d  o t h e r s .  They u s e d  f o r c e  t o  d r a g  

4 5 .  MJP I1 May 1 8 4 1  No.47 I n d i a  O f f i c e  Records q u o t e d  
i n  K . N  P a n i k k a r  P .68 .  



them. T h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  k i l i i n g  o f  t h e  peon .  46 The 

c a u s e  of Kunholan was s u p p o r t e d  b y  a g r e a t  number of 

M a p p i l a s .  They k i l l e d  t h e  P a n n i k k a r  a l s o  a s  p l a n e d  

bcforc.  l'licy I. I- I c b t l  I o t l c fy  1 . 1 1 ~  pol  i.c.c.  ' n  n I L o  

arrest  them. They c o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  judgement  of 

t h e  B r i t i s h  c o u r t  as  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  h a n g i n g  t o  

d e a t h .  So  t h e y  p r e f e r e d  t o  d i e  i n  a n  e n c o u n t e r  i n  

wh ich  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  a  s h a h i d  ( ~ a r t y r ) .  11 

of them w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a n  e n c o u n t e r .  The d i s t r i c t  

o f f i c i a l s '  a t t c n l p t  to l l u n ~ i l i . t a t e  t h e  d e a d  body o f  t h e  

r e b e l s  w a s  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l -  2 0 0 0  o f  t h e  M a p p i l a s  d i d  t h e  

b u r i a l  w i t h  d u e  r e s p e c t .  

So t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l a n d  a n d  

government  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  The a t t i t u d e  of t h e  

government  o r  t h e  a d h i k a r i  ( a  n a t i v e  o f f i c e r )  t o w a r d s  

t h e  M a p p i l a s  a n d  t h e i r  p rob lem w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e g a t i v e .  

B e s i d e s  t h e  l a n d l o r d ' s  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  h o l d  of t h e  l a n d  

by f a l s e  a s s e r t i o n  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  f a v o u r i s m  

w i t h o u t  r e s p e c t i n g  a n y  r e a s o n  a l s o  i s  e x p l i c i t e l y  

clear. 

Aga in ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  t h e  M a p p i l a  r e b e l s  w e r e  

f o l l o w e d  a n d  s h o t  d e a d  s o o n  a f t e r  e v e r y  o u t b r e a k .  T h i s  

4 6 .  M . J . P  2 1  D e c c m h c r  1 8 4 1  No.5 I b i d  P . G 9 .  
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was done  n o t  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  t h e  gove rmen t  a g e n c y  

a l o n e .  The government  e n c o u r a g e d  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

e s p e c i a l l y  Hindu-armed p u b l i c  t o  b r i n g  t h e  r e b e l s  u n d e r  

c o n t r o l  t o  4 7  a n d  a t  l a s t  t o  s h o o t  them,dea th .  T h i s  mus t  

h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  o t h e r  M a p p i l a s  t o  f i n d  a r e l i g i o u s  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  r e b e l l i o n s .  I n  a l l  t h e  a b o v e  i n c i d e n t s  

be tween  1836  a n d  1 8 4 1  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n s  

w e r e  e i t h e r  j enmis  o r  v i l l a g e  r e v n u e  p e o n ,  o r  t h e  

dependants  or others of t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  j e n m i s  a n d  o t h e r  

i n f l u n c i a l  men o f  M a l a b a r  h a d  a number of s e r v a n t s  a n d  

t h e y  a l s o  r e t a i n e d  a  g r o u p  of a rmed a d h e r e n c e  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y .  The  N a i r  m i l i t i a  

o f  t h e  former d a y s  w e r e  l a r g e l y  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  a rmed 

r e t i n u e .  Dur ing  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  t h e  Hindu 

j enmis  a n d  t h e  company gove rnmen t  u s e d  t h e s e  w a r r i o r  

p e o p l e  f o r  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  M a p p i l a  r e b e l s .  I n  many of 

t h e  i n c i d e n t s  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  army t h e  r e b e l s  

w e r e  r o u t e d  a n d  k i l l e d  by  t h i s  force. 48 The v i l l a g e r s  

of Hindu community a l s o  j o i n e d  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  
49 

T h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  would  h a v e  a r o u s e d  a n t i p a t h y  i n  t h e  

M a p p i l a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Hindu community.  

4 7 .  Logan V o l . 1  PP.554-55. 

48.  Logan V o l . 1  P .565.  
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On 2 2  A p r i l  1 8 4 1  o n e  P u l i k o t  Rarnan N a i r  w a s  

k i l l e d  a n d  o n e  s e p o y ,  5 p e o n s  a n d  4 v i l l a g e r s  w e r e  

wounded,  by  o n e  Kunholan  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  T h e  c a u s e  

a s s i g n e d  was t h e  d u p l i c i t y  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Nambud i r i  

j enmi  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a g a r d e n  f o r  w h i c h  Kunholan  

a d v a n c e d  R s  .16 a n d  w i s h e d  t o  c o n f i r m .  B u t  a n o t h e r  
\ 

M a p p i l a  b r o u g h t  a s u i t  i n  t h e  M u n s i f f ' s  c o u r t  t o  e v i c t  

t h e  f o r m e r  o n  a s t r e n g t h  o f  a d e e d  of 'Melkanam' 

obta ined  f r o m  t h e  Brahmin .  I n  December 1 8 4 1  a g a i n  i n  

Pallipuram v i l l a g e  a n  u p r i s i n g  took p l a c e .  The  l e a d e r  

of t h e  u p r i s i n g  w a s  a t e n a n t  who h a d  b e e n  e j e c t e d  f r o m  

h i s  l a n d  b y  a c o u r t  decree.. H i s  a s s i s t a n t s  w e r e  h i s  

y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  o n e  b l a c k  s m i t h ,  t h r e e  l a b o u r e r s ,  o n e  

unemployed p e r s o n  a n d  a f i f t e e n  y e a r  old boy .  50  

On 19 O c t o b e r  1843 A l i  A t h a n  a n d  f i v e  o t h e r s  

k i l l e d  o n e  K r i s h n a  P a n i k k a r ,  t h e  a d h i k a r i  of 

T i r u r a n g a d i ,  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  a N a i r  of 

C h e r u r  . 51 T h e  m i l i t a r y  f i r s t  f a i l e d  t o  a t t a c k  them,  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t a l u k  p e o n s  a n d  v i l l a g e r s  a l l  t h e  

7 r e b e l s  w e r e  k i l l e d .  

On 11 December 1843 o n e  S u l a i m a n  a n d  n i n e  

o t h e r s  k i l l e d  o n e  Gov inda  M u s s a t ,  t h e  a d h i k a r i  of 

50 .  M.J.P 8 Feb .  1 8 4 2  No.36 I O R .  q u o t e d  i n  K .N .  
P a n i k k a r  . P.  71.  

51.  Logan V o l . 1  P .557.  



P a n d i k k a d  i n  W a l l u v a n a d  t a l u k ,  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s .  

They a l s o  w e r e  s o o n  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r c e .  

A f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a number of m i n o r  i n c i d e n t s  were 

r e p o r t e d  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s .  Bu t  a l l  o f  them w e r e  

m i n o r  o n e s  a n d  it is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h i s  d i s t a n t  

p e r i o d  t o  t r a c e  t h i e r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  l a n d  o r  o t h e r  

p r o b l e m s .  T h e  same t i m e  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  t h a t  

a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  were o n l y  p e a s a n t  r e v o l t s .  An 

i n c i d e n t  of P o n n a n i  o n  1 9  F e b r u a r y  1 8 4 7  w a s  o n e  o f  t h i s  

k i n d .  5 2  

MANJERI UPRISING OF 1849 

On 25  A u g u s t  1 8 4 9  t h e  r e b e l s  o f  M a n j e r i  

t a r g e t e d  o n e  M a r a t  N a m b u t i r i  of P a n d i k k a d .  A w e a l t h y  

l a n d l o r d  a n d  money l e n d e r ,  t h e  N a m b u d i r i  w a s  v e r y  c r u e l  

i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t e n a n t s .  On t h e  f a t e f u l  d a y  a 

band  of M a p p i l a s  u n d e r  N e l a n g a r a  A l i  who h a d  a score t o  

s e t t l e  w i t h  t h e  N a m b u d i r i ,  s e t  o u t  t o  t h e  ~ a m b u d i r i ' s  

i l l a m .  B u t  t h e  Nambud i r i  f l e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  l e a v i n g  o n l y  

a s e r v a n t  t h e r e .  

5 2 .  The  c a u s e  of t h i s  r i o t  was t h a t  a n a t i v e  ( S i n d h )  
Musl im woman . w a s  k e p t  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  of C a p t a i n  
P a r t i d g e  i n  h i s  Bungalow of P o n n a n i .  T h e  Mappilas 
o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y  d i d  n o t  t a s t e  t h i s .  They  f o u n d  i t  
t h e i r  m o r a l  d u t y  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  woman f r o m  t h e  
B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r .  P .  Ramachandran  ' P o n n a n i  R i o t '  
J o u r n a l  o f  Kerala s t u d i e s .  V o l  I1 March 1 9 7 5 .  
pp.33-40 



A s t a t e m e n t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  col lector  ( o n  

2 6 t h  Augus t  1 8 4 9 )  b y  Athan  G u r u k k a l  was f o u n d  i n  t h e  

M a n j e r i  t e m p l e  c l e a r l y  s t a t i n g  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e s e  

t e n a n t s .  5 3  Kunhikoya T h a n g a l  (a Muslim p r i e s t  of 

Mamburam) j u s t i f i e d  h i s  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  u p r i s i n g  

g i v i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  40 t h e  p o o r  t e n a n t s  a t  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  

u n d e r  t h e  new gove rnmen t .  5 4  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e  

s o u r c e s ,  t h e  s a i d  A l i l s  f a t h e r  h a d  t a k e n  1 0 0  p a r a s  of 

l a n d  on  Kanam f rom M a r a t  Nambudir i  f o r  a v a l u e  of Rs.28 

As 8  P s  1 a s  m o r t g a g e  a n d  1 0 0  p a r a s  o f  Paddy a s  r e n t .  

I n  1 8 4 7 ,  r e n t  f a l l i n g  a r r e a r s ,  t h e  Nambudi r i  f i l e d  a 

suit t o  e jec t  A l i l s  f a t h e r  from t h e  l a n d .  The  

s u b s e q u e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  a l l o w e d  him t o  p o s s e s s  t h e  l a n d ,  

b u t  o n l y  a s  a t e n a n t - a t - w i l l  on  1 5 0  p a r a s  of Paddy a s  

r e n t  ( a  5 0 %  i n c r e a s e ) ,  a n d  h i s  Kanam r i g h t  was 

d e p r i v e d .  The  Nambudi r i  c o u l d  now demand r e n e w a l  of 

t h e  l e a s e  e v e r y  y e a r ,  c h a r g i n g  r e n e w a l  fees a n d  

i n c r e a s i n g  r e n t .  The n e x t  y e a r  h e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  r e n t  

by  1 0  p a r a s .  55  

Thus i n s e c u r i t y  of t e n u r e  a n d  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

e v i c t i o n  t h r e a t e n e d  him. Many o t h e r  t e n a n t s  o f  t h e  

54.  I b i d  P.53 

55. I b i d  P.76 



Nambud i r i  h a d  t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  him.  T h o s e  who 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  u p r i s i n g  w e r e  9 t e n a n t s ,  3 3  l a b o u r e r s ,  

o n e  t a n g a l ,  2 M u s l i y a r s  who w e r e  t h e  s o n s  o f  a n  

i m p o v e r i s h e d  t e n a n t ,  t w o  c h a r c o l  b u r n e r s ,  o n e  g o l d  

w a s h e r ,  o n e  s o n  o f  a g o l d  s m i t h ,  o n e  ba rber ,  o n e  l e p e r  

end 1 4  u n i d e n t i ~ i e d , ~ ~  a t o t a l  o f  6 5 .  O f  t h e  s i x t y  

f i v e  64 w e r e  s h o t  dead b y  t h e  army.  I n  t h i s  45  w e r e  

b e l o w  t h e  age of 2 4 ,  m o s t l y  u n m a r r i e d  a n d  either 

unemployed  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s .  5 7  G e n e r a l l y  t h e y  

w e r e  i n  p o o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h  n o t h i n g  t o  h o p e  a n d  

n o t h i n g  t o  lose. T h e  cases o f  Kunhi  mammu a n d  Aiderman 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  u p r i s i n g ,  a re  good  e x a m p l e  f o r  s h o w i n g  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  b e i n g  e x t r e m e l y  r e d u c e d  t o  

i m p o v e r i s h m e n t ,  T h e i r  f a m i l y  h a d  Kanam l a n d s  o f  a 

m o r t g a g e  v a l u e  o f  Rs.1428 As.  9 Ps.1 p a y i n g  2000 p a r a s  

o f  p a d d y  as r e n t  t o  v a r i o u s  l a n d l o r d s .  Most of t h e s e  

l a n d s  w e r e  l o s t  i n  c o u r s e  of t i m e  owing  t o  l e g a l .  a c t i o n  

i n s t i t u t e d  b y  l a n d l o r d s .  By 1 8 4 9  t h e  l a n d  p o s s e s s e d  b y  

t h e  f a m i l y  h a d  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  a m o r t g a g e  v a l u e  o f  R s .  

1 7  A s . 2  P s . 3 ,  w h i c h  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  e v e n  

fo r  t h e i r  s u b s i s t a n c e .  58  T h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  of 

56 .  I b i d  PP. 1 0 8 - 3 7  

57.  D . N .  Dhanagha re  P e a s a n t  Movements i n  I n d i a  1920-50 
( N e w  D e l h i  1 9 8 6 )  P.62 



M a p p i l a s  w a s  i n s t i g a t e d  b y  a  r e l a t e d  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h i s .  

B u t  t h a t  a l s o  h a d  a  c e r t a i n  economic  o b l i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

p e a s a n t  community.  T h a t  i s , t o w a r d s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

a  t e m p l e  t h e  R a j a  h a d  o r d e r e d  a l l  h i s  t e n a n t s  i n c l u d i n g  

214 Hindus  a n d  311 M a p p i l a s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a y e a r ' s  r e n t  

i n  1847-48. They w e r e  t h r e a t e n e d  f o r  a n  e v i c t i o n  on 

~ t h e r w i s e . ~ '  T h i s  h a d  p r e s s e d  h a r d  t h e  t e n a n t s  who h a d  

been already e x p e r i e n c i n g  b u r d e n  of tax. 

A t t a c k i n g  t e m p l e s  t h e s e  rebels w e r e  c h i e f l y  

m o t i v a t e d  t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  s t o r a g e  of g r a n a r y .  The 

rebels l e f t  t o  Angadipuram temple a f t e r  looting the 

M a n j e r i  t e m p l e .  I n  Angadipuram t e m p l e  t h e r e  was a 

w e l l - s t o r e d  g r a n e r y  f o r  f e e d i n g  t h e  Brahmins .  T a k i n g  

t h e  f o o d  i t e m  t h e y  l e f t  the t e m p l e  u n m o l e s t e d ,  60 

I l l i t e r a t e  Mapp i l a s '  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t ,  wh ich  

i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  h e r e ,  a l s o  was t h e r e .  

Bu t  it w a s  n o t  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n .  L e a d i n g  M a p p i l a s  

l i k e  Athen  Gurukka l  a n d  Mamburam T a n g a l  had  g i v e n  them 

l e a d e r s h i p .  B u t  t h e y  were s e v i o u r s  of  t h e  r u r a l  p o o r  

w l ~ c ,  wtbl  t *  1 1 1 1  / I I : I (  I y 1 1 1 1  t A i l I  t b l ~ t 1 ( l  1 ) ) '  ~ j o v ( ~ l  I I I I IC ' I I~  0 1  1 l ( , l : j  1 f i  O K  

59.  I b i d  P . 5 1  

60 .  KIN. P a n i k k a r  P .76 A v e r y  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  on t h e  
M a n j e r i  u p r i s i n g  p r e s e n t e d  b y  W .  Rob inson ,  t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  M a g i s t r a t e ,  was d e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  Madras  
governemtn  a s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  m i n u t e  a n d  p r o 1 i x . C  M 0 
I P.145. 



l a n d l o r d s .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  G u r i k k a l  o n c e  c o m p e l l e d  

t h e  v i l l a g e  a c c o u n t a n t  of Chembakasse r i  t o  r e t u r n  a  

b r i b e  of Rs.30 t a k e n  f rom a  M a p p i l a  woman. H e  o n c e  

t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  A d h i k a r i  who h a d  o v e r  t a x e d  a  

Mapp i l a  p e a s a n t .  62  

KULATHUR U P R I S I N G  OF 1851 

The t a r g e t  of t h i s  u p r i s i n g  was some l a n d l o r d s  

of  K u l a t h u r  v i l l a g e  i n  Wal luvanad  t a l u k .  On F r i d a y  2 2  

Augus t  1 8 5 1  a band  o f  M a p p i l a s  a b o u t  s i x  i n  number 

a t t a c k e d  K o t t u p a r a m b a t h  Komu Menon, K a r y a s t h a n  of t h e  

Wal luvanad  Raja a n d  f o r m e r  A d h i k a r i  of Mangada v i l l a g e .  

H e  w a s  a man o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w e a l t h  a n d  i n f l u e n c e ,  who 

u s e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  h i s  h o l d i n g s  t h r o u g h  

e v i c t i o n ,  o v e r l e a s e  a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l a n d  a g a i n s t  

l o a n s  advanced  t o  p e a s a n t s .  6 3  H e  was so  c r u e l  a n d  

a b u s i v e  i n  h i s  b e h a v i o u r  t o  h i s  t e n a n t s  t h a t  h e  was 

d i s m i s s e d  i n  1 8 4 5  f rom t h e  p o s t  o f  A d h i k a r i .  6 4  F o r  

many y e a r s  h e  h a d  b e e n  on b a d  t e r m s  w i t h  ~ a p p i l a  

n e i g h b o u r s 6 5 .  Komu Menon was a n  a d d i c t  of i n t o x i c a t i o n  

62. Ibid 

6 3 .  K . N  P a n i k k a r  P . 7 7  

64. I b i d  
Lk 

6 5 .  L e t t e r  f rom M a g i s t r a t e  o f  ~ a i , b a r  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  
t o  gove rnmen t  2 4  Augus t  1851 .  ( T . N . A . )  



a n d  i n  b o t h  d r u n k e n  a n d  s o b e r  h o u r s  h i s  b e h a v i o u r  t o  

t h o s e  a b o u t  h im w a s  g n e r a l l y  o v e r b e a r i n g  a n d  o b u s i v e  

66 e s p e c i a l l y  t o w a r d s  M a p p i l a  t e n a n t s  . On t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  d a y  h e  was on h i s  way home p a s s i n g  a l o n g  t h e  

r o a d ,  h a v i n g  h i rnse l f  a b a t t l e  a x e  a n d  accornpanied by a 

s e r v a n t  w i t h  a l o a d e d  gun .  The  r e b e l s  f i rs t  c u t  t h e  

s e r v a n t  down a n d  s e i z e d  t h e  gun a n d  s o o n  p e r f o r m e d  

t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  a n ,  t h a t  M r .  K o m u  Mcnon's murde r .  

T h e i r  t a r g e t  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a v a r i o u s ,  o p p r e s s i v e  

a n d  o v e r b e a r i n g  l a n d l o r d  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  ( w h i c h  w i l l  be 

r e l a t e d  h e r e  n e x t ) .  Some Brahmins  a n d  a  N a i r  women who 

w i t n e s s e d  t h e  murde r  o f  Komu Menon w e r e  n o t  a t t a c k e d  by 

t h e  r e b e l s .  6 7  T h e y  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  p r e m i s e s .  

The r e a s o n  a t t r i b u t e d  by t h e  M a p p i l a s  f o r  t h i s  jenmi's 

murder  was t h a t  h e  s c o f f e d  a t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  was  

wicked  a n d  h a r d  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  p o o r  r y o t s .  
68 

The r e b e l s  n e x t  wen t  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h i s  

j e n m i ' s  b r o t h e r  M r .  I t t u n n i  Rama Menon. H e  a l s o  was a n  

u s u r e r  a n d  h a r d  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  p o o r .  H e  l e n t  

money a n d  g r a i n  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  a n d  o f t e n  on  m o s t  

66.  R e p o r t  by  C .  C o l l e t  A s s i s t a n t  M a g i s t r a t e  t o  H.V. 
C o n o l l y  2 0  S e p t .  1 8 5 1 .  C.M.O. I P .187  

67.  T.K. Vijayamohan ' K o l a t h u r  O u t b r e a k  of 1 8 5 1 ,  A c a s e  
s t u d y .  J o u r n a l  o f  K e r a l a  S t u d i e s  V o 1 . V  March 1 9 7 8  
P.69. 

68 .  L e t t e r  f rom M a g i s t r a t e  of M a l a b a r  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  
3 0  Aug. 1 8 5 1  ( T . N . A ) .  



u s u r i o u s  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  it was e x p e c t e d  h i s  d e a t h  would  

release many a men of t h e i r  ( ~ a p p i l a )  c a s t e  f rom a  

h e a v y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  6 9  Two of t h e  r e b e l s  w e r e  

i n d e b t e d  t o  him a n d  a n o t h e r  j o i n e d  them l a t e r ,  h a d  

bor rowed t w e n t y - f i v e  p a r a s  o f  paddy  f rom him a t  a n  

i n t e r e s t  of 40% f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  months .  70 A t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s u i t s  p e n d i n g  

a g a i n s t  h i s  t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  c o u r t .  He had  a n o t h e r  

s e r i o u s  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Me lamann i l  E m a l u k u t t y ,  a  w e a l t h y  

Mapp i l a  o f  t h a t  l o c a l i t y ,  a b o u t  s o m e  devaswam l a n d .  
71 

The r e b e l s  k i l l e d  o n e  K a d a k k a t t i l  Nambudi r i  who happend  

t o  b e  t h e r e  a n d  h a d  a  d i s p u t e  r e g a r d i n g  kanam w i t h  a  

Mapp i l a .  They b u r n t  a l l  t h e  a c c o u n t s  b o o k s  of K u l a t h u r  

a n d  k i l l e d  him,  a  v e r y  r i c h  l a n d l o r d  w i t h  

e x t e n s i v e  l a n d e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Wal luvanad ,  E rnad  a n d  

P a l g h a t  t a l u k s ,  r e c e i v i n g  Rs .20 ,000  p e r  annuam as  

r e n t .  7 3   he? p r o c u r e d  a rms  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  b o o t y  t a k e n  

f rom I t t u n n i  Rama Menon's  h o u s e  among t h e m s e l v e s .  They 

p r o c u r e d  m o r e  a rms  f rom t h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  a d h i k a r i ,  

70.  I b i d  

7 1 .  R e p o r t  d a t e d  20  S e p t .  1851 i n  (T.N.A) 

72 .  R e p o r t  by  C.  C o l l e c t  t o  H.V C o n o l l y ,  20 S e p t .  1 8 5 1  
C - M - 0 .  I PP.177-180. 

73.  K.N.Panikkar P e a s a n t  r e v o l t s  i n  M a l a b a r  1 9 t h  a n d  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  i n  A . R .  D e s a i  ( e d . )  P e a s a n t  
S t r u g g l e s  i n  I n d i a  ( N e w  D e l h i  1 9 8 2 )  P.610 



E d a v a l l a t u  Rama Menon, b u t  d i d  n o t  harm him. The 

r e b e l s  t r a v e l l e d  a b o u t  1 5  m i l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  w e l l  

p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  H indus .  B u t  n o  o n e  was murde red  e x c e p t  

o n l y  t h e  4 w e a l t h y  l a n d l o r d s .  T h e i r  a i m  was o n l y  a n  

e n d  t o  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  p e r p e t r a t e d  b y  t h e s e  inhuman 

j enmis .  

T h i s  K u l e t h u r  V a r i e r  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  

c o u r t  o r d e r  a n d  by  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  a  l o t  o f  l a n d e d  

p r o p e r t y  f r o m  h i s  t e n a n t s .  About  1 5  y e a r s  back  

several M a p p i l a  t e n a n t s ,  who were t h e  close r e l a t i v e s  

of V a r i y a r ' s  a s s a s s i n s ,  were e j e c t e d  b y  him from t h e i r  

l a n d  a n d  d w e l l i n g s  t o  make room f o r  h o u s e s  f o r  p r i e s t s  

a n d  o t h e r  a t t e n d a n t s  of a n  a d j u s e n t  Hindu t e m p l e s ,  74 

c r e a t i n g  i l l - f e e l i n g  among t h e  M a p p i l a s .  Besides, a 

r i f t  be tween  t h e  v a r i o  r a n d  t h e  M a p p i l a s  e x i s t e d  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a  mosque c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  a l l  a t t e m p t  

f o r  a n  a m i c a b l e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h i s  was f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  of 

h i s  s t u b u r n  n a t u r e .  75 

The r e b e l s  p r o c u r e d  a l l  t h e  movable  p r o p e r t y ,  money a n d  

jewels w o r t h  t o t a l l y  ~ s . 1 5 0 0 ~ ~ .  They a l s o  b u r n e t  a l l  

documents  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d e d  p r o p e r t y .  

7 4 .  R e p o r t  2 0 t h  S e p t .  1851 .  ( T . N . A )  

75.  T . K .  Vi jayamohan ( o p . c i t )  P .71 

76. P e t i t i o n  f r o m  K o l a t h u r  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  C o u n c i l  
o f  F o r t  S t .  George  2nd Augus t  1853  (T.N.A). 



NOW, who were t h e  r e b e l s  ? I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

t h e  r e b e l s  w e r e  f o u r  t e n a n t s ,  t w o  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  t w o  

l a b o u r e r s ,  worked u n d e r  them. L a t e r  t h e i r  number 

i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 7 .  A l l  t h e s e  r e b e l s  w e r e  i n  v e r y  

s t r a i n e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  e a c h  h a d  some g r i e v a n c e  or  

o t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  I a n d l o r d s .  77 Some o f  them had  l o s t  

t h e i r  l a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  l i f e  t i m e ,  o t h e r s  h a d  become 

l a n d l e s s  by  t h e  e j e c t i o n  of t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  O t h e r s  w e r e  

b u r d e n e d  w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  d e b t s .  78 

The ill f e e l i n g  be tween  V a r i 0 . r  a n d  t h e  

Mapp i l a  o f  t h a t  l o c a l i t y  was  a  d e c a d e  o l d .  Hence t h e y  

w e r e  w a i t i n g  fo r  a  g e n u i n e  r e a s o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  of 

which.: c o u l d  wreck  v e n g e a n c e  on  t h e  V a r i  P?-r. When t h e y  

g o t  o c c a s s i o n  r e s p o n d e d  v i o l e n t l y  a n d  f u r i o u s l y .  A s  

n o t e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  a l s o  w e r e  a s p i r a n t s  of g o d ' s  P a r a d i s e  

a n d  on 2 7 t h  Augus t  a l l  t h e  r e b e l s  w e r e  s h o t  d e a d ,  

f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s .  

MATTANUR UPRISING OF 1852 

'The  s t r u g g l e  o v e r l a n d  a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  

m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  w a s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  by  t h e  M a t t a n u r  

u p r i s i n g ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  o c c u r  i n  N o r t h  M a l a b a r ' .  The 

t a r g e t  of t h i s  r e b e l l i o n  was o n e  K a l l a t i l  Brahmin ,  M e  

78.  K.N.Panikkar  i n  A . R .  D e s a i  ( e d . )  P e a s a n t s  S t r u g q l e s  
i n  I n d i a  P.611 



was a p r i n c i p a l  j e n r n i ,  p e p p e r  rnc rchnr l t  a n d  m o n e y l e n d e r .  

' H e  was a s e v e r e  a n d  u n p o p u l a r  l a n d l o r d  who o f t e n  

r a i s e d  l a n d  r e n t  a n d  c h a r g e d  u n u s u a l l y  h e a v y  'Ponnam 

V a r o m ' ,    landlord,'^ share o f  h i l l  c u l t i v a t i o n )  a n d  his 

g e n e r a l  management  w a s  e x a c t i n g  a n d  n o t  i n v a r i a b l y  j u s t  

t o w a r d s  h i s  t e n a n t s .  '" T h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  

t h i s  u p r i s i n g  c o n s i s t e d  of 9 m e m b e r s  of C h o o r y o o t  a n d  

T a y y i l  f ami l i e s .  T h e  former w a s  h e a v i l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  

t h e  j e n m i  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  

e v i c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a s u i t  f i l e d  i n  a  c o u r t .  8 0  One of t h e  

i n s u r g e n t s  r e m a r k e d ,  "I am d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d i e  a s  a 

S h a h e e d .  T h e  K a l l a t i l  B r a h m i n  h a s  f o r g e d  d e e d s  a g a i n s t  

m e ,  a n d  h a s  f i l e d  a s u i t ,  a n d  l o o k s  t o  o u s t i n g  m e  o u t  

of m y  ' p a r a m b u '  a n d  I w i l l  n o t  l i v e  . l o n g e r " .  8 1  

On 5 t h  J a n u a r y  1 8 5 2  a r m e d  w i t h  g u n s  a n d  k n i v e s  

t h e  r e b e l s  m a r c h e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e  of K a l l a t h i l  B r a h m i n .  

T h e  o r i g i n a l  b a n  d c o n s i s t e d  o f  9  w e r e  j o i n e d  w i t h  many 

a n d  when t h e y  d e m o l i s h e d  t h e  compound w a l l  of t h e  

Brahmin  a n d  a t t a c k e d  h i s  h o u s e  it h a d  a s t r e n g t h  of 

200.  8 2  T h e y  m u r d e r e d  t h e  B r a h m i n  a l l  h i s  f a m i l y  

members a n d  s e r v a n t s ,  n u m b e r i n g  1 5  i n  a l 1 , d e s t r o y e d  

79 .  C.M.0 I PP.300-01 
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a l l  documen t s  a n d  a c c o u n t s  d u g  up  t h e  f l o o r  i n  s e a r c h  

of h i d d e n  j e w e l s  a n d  v a l u a b l e s ,  se t  t h e  h o u s e  o n  f i r e  

a n d  t o o k  away a b o u t  Rs.7000 i n  c a s h .  8 3  

S h o r t l y ,  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  1 8  y e a r s  ( 1 8 3 6  t o  

1 8 5 3 )  n o  f e v e r  t h a n  2 2  o u t b r e a k s  t o o k  place b e s i d e s  

numerous  a b o r t i v e  r i s i n g s  a n d  c o n s p i r a c i e s ,  8 4  a n d  f o r  

almost . a l l  t h e  h a d  a l a n d  r e l a t e d  

p r o b l e m  i n  t h e s e  r i s i n g s .  

INSURGENTS AND VICTIMS 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  d rawn f r o m  t h e  r u r a l  poormen o f  t h e  l o w e r  

i f  n o t  t h e  lowest o r d e r .  T a b l e  ( 7 - 3 )  g i v e  s a p i c t u r e  

of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  e tc .  

The  v i c t i m s  of t h e  u p r i s i n g s  w e r e  m o s t l y  men 

of p r o p e r t y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v a n t s  o r  t h e  s e r v a n t s  o r  

r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  b o t h .  T a b l e  ( 7 - 4 )  o f  t h e  t o t a l  

v i c t i m s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  r i o t  g i v e s  a correct p i c t u r e  of 

t h e  same. 

83.  I b i d  
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Participants of Manjeri,Kulathur and Mattanur uprisings 
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  f a i l e d  t o  

u n d e r s t a r i d  tlic b a s i c  r e a s o n s  bcllitld (;he u p r i s i n g s .  The  

c i 
c a u s e s  i n i t i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  them w a s  f a n a t 4 s m  a n d  

t h e  t u r b u l e n t  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  l o w e r  classes of 

M a p p i l a s  . 8 G  The n a t u r e  o f  c o n c i l i a t o r y  m e a s u r e s  

a d o p t e d  as  a r e s u l t  d i d  n o t  a t  a n y  r a t e  r e f e r  t o  

economic  g r i e v a n c e s  o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a j u d i c i a r y  

i n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  8 7  AS m o s t  of 

t h e s e  r e v o l t s  were l oca l i s ed  o n e s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i d  

n o t  v i e w  t h e s e  r e v o l t s  a s  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  i t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  

b u t  a s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  88 T h e r e f o r e  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  a d o p t e d  a p o l i c y  o f  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  

s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e b e l s  u s i n g  E u r o p e a n  a n d  n a t i v e  

forces. B u t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  became m o r e  s t r o n g e r  i n  

l a t e r  d a y s  a n d  it b e g a n  t o  s p r e a d  o t h e r  areas a l so .  

Though t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  u s e d  a r e g u l a r  f o r c e  t o  q u e l l  t h e  

r e b e l l i o n  it became a  p o p u l a r  r i s i n g  o f  t h e  ~ a l a b a r  

s o c i e t y .  

U n t i l  1 8 5 2  t h e  gove rnmen t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  a n y  

m e a s u r e  t o  f i n d  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  o u t b r e a k s .  On 

28 J a n u a r y .  1 8 5 2  M r .  H.V. C o n o l l y  t h e  co l lec tor  a n d  

86 .  M.J.P May 1 8 4 1 ,  No.27 
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Magistrate of t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h e  Mappila 

o u t r a g e s ,  s u q g e s t e d  t o  a p p o i n t  a cornmi-ssion t o  r e p o r t  

o n  t h e  q u c s t i o t ~  c,C Mnppila d i s t u r b a n c e  gcncrally". 8 9 

E x p r e s s i n g  rcclret o n  h i.s p a r t  fo r  the r l i s t u r b a n c c s  

becoming  morc r c n r i u l  t l lnn  b c f o r c ,  11c wrote" 1-11 a n y  

m i s t a k e  i n  management  o n  my p a r t  h a d  l e d  i n  t h e  

s l i g h t e s t  d e g r e e  t o  t h e s e  f e a r f u l  e v i l s ,  I a m  most 

d e s i r o u s  t h a t  a r e m e d y  be a p p l i e d ,  w h a t e v e r  be t h e  

e f f ec t  a s  r e g a r d s  my p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  I h a v e  a c t e d  

to t h e  best of my j u d g e m e n t ,  b u t  my j u d g e m e n t  may b e  i n  

error" T h u s  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  a n  

u r g e n t  s t e p  fo r  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  h o r r i b l e  s i t u a t i o n .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a c c o r d i n g l y  d e c i d e d  t o  a d o p t  h i s  

s u g g e s t i o n  a n d  o n  1 7  F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 2  o r d e r e d  a p p o i n t i n g  

M r .  T.L. S t r a n g e  a s  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  

e n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  M a p p i l a  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  t h e i r  causes 

a n d  r e m e d i e s .  9 1  

SPECIAL COMMISSIONER T.L. STRANGE 

A p p o i n t i n g  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  M r .  Thomas Lumsden 

S t r a n g e  a j u d g e  of t h e  S a d a r  A d a l a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

8 9 .  H.V.  C o n o l l y .  R e p o r t ,  28 J a n u a r y  1 8 5 2 ;  Logan  V o l . 1  
P . 5 6 6 .  
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9 1 .  E x t r a c t s  f r o m  t h e  m i n u t e s  of c o n s u l a t i o n .  1 7  
F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 2  i n  c o r r e s p o n d a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
r e l a t i o n  o f  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  t e n a n t  i n  M a l a b a r  1852-56  
( M a d r a s  1 8 8 1 )  P a r a . 1 0 .  



o b s e r v e d  t h a t  h i s  "former l o n g  service i n  Malabar a n d  

i n t i m a t e  a c q u i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  

h a b i t s  a n d  f e e l i n g s  e m i n a n t l y  q u a l i f y  him f o r  t h e  t a s k s  

w h i l e  h i s  employment i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p h e r e  o f  l a t e  

y e a r s  s a v e s  him from t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of a n y  p r e j u d i c e  o r  

b i a s "  9 2  H e  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  t race o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  o r  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  unhappy s t a t e  of 

,193 f e e l i n g  be tween  t h e  M a p p i l a s  a n d  Hindu p o p u l a t i o n  , 

a n d  a l s o  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  of Hindu a n d  M a p p i l a s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  of 

l andlord  and t e n a n t ,  m o r t g a g e r  a n d  m o r t g a g e e ,  a n y  

m e a s u r e s  seemed t o  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e f i n i n g  t h e  l a n d e d  

t e n u r e s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  p l a c i n g  them on a b e t t e r  

f o o t i n g "  9 4  F o r  t h i s  h e  was d i r e c t e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  

freest i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  o f f i c i a l  a n d  non- 

o f f i c i a l  t o  a s c e r t a i n  the c a u s e s  o f  p a s t  outbreaks a n d  

t h e  manner  i n  wh ich  t h e y  may b e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  

p r e v e n t e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  government  i t s e l f  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m i s l e a d  t h e  

commiss ione r  f r o m  h i s  g r a n d  o b j e c t  of t h e  e n q u i r y .  

92 .  I b i d  

9 3 .  M i n u t e s  of c o n s u l a t i o n  1 7  F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 2  C.M.0, I I 
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G i v i n g  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  commiss ione r  t h e  government  

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " f o r  some y e a r s  p a s t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  

Malabar  h a s  bccn  d i s y r n c c d  b y  a s u c c e s s i o n  of o u t r a g e s  

o f  t h e  m o s t  h e i n o u s  c h a r a c t e r ,  p e r p e t r a t e d  b y  t h e  

1195 M n p p i l a s  of t h c  provincc u p  o n  t h e  I i i n d ~ i s  . S o  t :hcsr  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on a  Mapp i l a  v e r s u s  

H indus  s u b j e c t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  M a p p i l a s  ( t e n a n t s  a n d  

k a n a k k a r s )  v e r s u s  l a n d e d  a r i s t o c r a c y .  B u t  t h e  

gove rnmen t  went  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u s t i n g  t h e  commiss ione r  

t h a t  t h e  g r a n d  o b j e c t  wh ich  h e  " s h o u l d  h a v e  i n  v i e w  a n d  

s h o r t  of which  h e  s h o u l d  n o t  rest  s a t i s f i e d  i s  t o  

s e c u r e  t o  t h e  N a i r  a n d  Brahmin p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  most 

ample  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  

M a p p i l a s  f a n a t i c i s m "  9 6 .  Thus i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i t s e l f  

t h e  gove rnmen t  h a d  g i v e n  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n  of a  

f a n a t i c i s m ,  a n d  M a p p i l a s  v e r s u s  Hindu e n m i t y .  The  

i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  was s o  b i a s e d  a n d  

p r e j u d i c e d  t h a t  t h e  commiss ione r  a l s o  e a s i l y  came t o  a  
r 

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  a  f i x e d  f a n a t i c i s m .  

On 25 September 1852 M r .  Strange submitted his 

r e p o r t  t o  t h e  government  r e j e c t i n g  a n y  e x p l a n a t i - o n  t h a t  

t h e  d i s t u r b a r l c c s  Ilad t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  a g r a r i a n  

- - - 

95.  E x t r a c t s  o f  M i n u t e s  o f  c o n s u l t a i t o n  I b i d  p a r a . 1 0  



d e p r e s s i o n  o r  l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t  r e l a t i o n .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  

" t h e  M a p p i l a  o u t r a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  a n d  a l l  marked  b y  

t h e  m o s t  d e c i d e d  f a n a t i c i s m " .  9 7 

The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  p u r s u e d  h i s  e n q u i r y  o n  t h i s  

l i n e  a n d  b r o u g h t  things t o  s u c h  a c o n c l u s i o n .  We n o t  

o n l y  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e  b l a m e s  upon t h e  Mappilas a l o n e  b u t  

a l so  t r i ed  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  l a n d e d  a r i s t o c r a c y .  H e  f o u n d  

t h a t  " o f  t h o s e  who h a v e  b r o k e n  o u t  i n  S o u t h  M a l a b a r  

o n l y  1 4  h a d  a n y  c a u s e  o f  p r o v o c a t i o n  a s  d i s c o v e r a b l e " .  

I n  7 i n s t a n c e s  l a n d  h a s  a f f o r d e d  t h e  p e r s o n a l  g r o u n d  of 

q u a r r e l " .  T h e  o t h e r  7  cases were m o s t l y  of a n  e q u a l l y  

u n r e a l  n a t u r e " .  I n  9  cases t h e  p a r t i e s  h a d  b e e n  

i n s t i g a t e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  crime b y  o t h e r s  who w e r e  t o  

p r o f i t  t h e r e b y  o r  h a d  malice t o  s a t i s f y .  5  w e r e  

i n d u c e d  t o  crime b e c a u s e  of r e l a t i v e s  h a v i n g  w r o n g s ,  

f a n c i e d  o r  r ea l  t o  reddress, a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 4 4  w e r e  

w i t h o u t  a n y  p e r s o n e l  p r o v a c a t i o n s " .  98 O f  t h e s e  some of 

t h e  l a n d  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  of a b o u t  6 or 1 5  o r  1 6  y e a r s  o l d  

a n d  i n  t w o  cases t h e  r e a l  ejectors w e r e  Mappilas 

re la t ives  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  t u r n e d  o u t .  9 9  The  rea l  c a u s e  

9 7 .  T.L. S t r a n g e ,  R e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  t o  T.  P y c r o f t ,  
S e c r e t a r y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t ,  J u d i c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t  ( F o r t  
S t .  G e o r g e )  o n  2 5 t h  S e p t .  1 8 5 2 ;  C.M.0 I P . 4 4 2 .  

98 .  T.L. S t r a n g e  t o  T.Pycroft I b i d  P a r a  1 9 ;  Logan  
v o l . 1 .  P .570.  

99 .  I b i d .  



therefore w a s  i n d u b i t a b l y  i n s t i g a t i o n  by o t h e r s  f o r  

s e l f i s h  e n d s ,  h e  c o n c l u d e d .  H e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  " I t  

i s  a p p a r e n t  t h u s  t h a t  i n  n o  i n s t a n c e  c a n  a n y  o u t b r e a k  

o r  t h r e a t  of o u t b r e a k  t h a t  h a s  a r i s e n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t e n a n t s  b y  l a n d l o r d s .  A g r e a t  

c l a m o u r  i s  now r a i s e d  on  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  t a l u k  v i s i t e d  by m e ,  t h e  Mapp i l a  

p o p u l a t i o n  s e e k i n g  r e d d r e s s  t o  t h r o w  t h e  b l ame  of t h e s e  

o u t b r e a k s  upon t h e  l a n d l o r d s  b y  t h u s  c h a r g i n g  them w i t h  

b e i n g  t h e  c a u s e  thcrcof  I, 1 0  0  

THE COMMISSIONER FIXES ON FANATICISM 

I t  was a  common c o m p l a i n t  among t h e  t e n a n t s  

t h a t  t h e y  were u n d e r  t h e  t h r e a t  of e v i c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

g r e e d y  l a n d l o r d s  who s t i l l  i n s i s t e d  t o  o b t a i n  SO 

f r e q u e n t l y  f rom t h e i r  t e n a n t s  f i n e s  a n d  p r e s e n t s ,  

which  lo2 a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  r e g u l a r  r e v e n u e  by 

t h e  company gove rnmen t ,  w e r e  d e c l a r e d  i l l e q a l .  B u t  t h e  

commiss ione r  M r .  S t r a n g e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  e x a c t i o n s  

t h e  t e n a n t s  ' c l a m o u r e d '  a g a i n s t ,  e x i s t e d  f rom t i m e  

100 .  I b i d  P a r a . 2 0 .  

1 0 1 .  H.V.  C o n o l l y  t o  S t r a n g e  30 March 1 8 5 2 ' ( ~ x t r a c t s  o f  
c o r r e s p o n d a n c e  o n  Mapp i l a  o u t r a g e s )  P a r a . 5 .  

1 0 2 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  cus tom t h e s e  f i n e s  a n d  
p r e s e n t s  w e r e  e x i s t i n g ,  b u t  on a l i g h t n e s s  o f  
l e a s i n g .  



immemor ia l ,  a n d  were l e v i e d  f r o m  M a p p i l a  a n d  Hindu 

t e n a n t s  a l i k e ' l o 3 .  "The c o m p l a i n t s  are  c h i e f l y  a b o u t  

t h e  i t e m s  o f  f i n e  a t  r e n e w a l  o f  l e a s e s .  The o t h e r  

e x a c t i o n s  a r e  fees o f  v a r i o u s  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  b u t  o f  a 

p e t t y  n a t u r e ,  t a k e n  more or  less on  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of 

d e e d s ,  s u c h  a s  fo r  s i g n a t u r e ,  f o r  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  d e e d s  

f o r  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  fo r  o i l  f o r  t h e  p a g o d a s  a n d  

c e r t a i n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  f r u i t  a n d  pa lm a n d  p l a n t a i n  

l e a v e s  d e s i g n e d  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  good  w i l l  o f  

t h e  t e n a n t  t o w a r d s  t h e  l a n d l o r d .  A l l  t h e s e  a r e  

s a n c t i o n e d  by cus tom " I o 4  Here t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  d o e s  

n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  was u n r e a l ,  b u t  h e  t r i e s  t o  

s i m p l i f y  these e x a c t i o n s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  d e c l a r e d  

i l l e q a l  b y  t h e  company gove rnmen t .  T h i s  t y p e  of 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  on  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  l a n d l o r d s  b y  t h e  

commiss ione r  was c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t .  H o w  f a r  t h e s e  

i l l e g a l  e x a c t i o n s  t r o u b l e d  t h e  p o o r  t e n a n t  d i d  n o t  much 

m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  commiss ione r  a s  h e  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  

a s s u r e  ample  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  N a i r  a n d  

Brahmin p o p u l a t i o n .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o m p l a i n t  o f  o u s t i n g  a t e n a n t  of 

h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  of l a n d  on o b t a i n i n g  a n  h i g h e r  s u m  on 

1 0 3 .  T.L. S t r a n g e  t o  T. P y c r o f t  25  S e p t .  1 8 5 2  C.M.O. I 
P . 4 4 2 .  

104 .  E x t r a c t s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  on M a p p i l a  o u t r a g e s  
P a r a .  23.  



rnur lzgilyc L r o l r ~  a~ lo t l lc r  , k l l e  c o n t n r i s s i o l l e r  s t a  t e d  tlla l; " to 

g e t  r i d  of a n  o b n o x i o u s  t e n a n t  s o m e  smal l  a n d  n o m i n a l  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m o r t g a g e  money h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  

a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  t e n a n t  there upon o u s t e d .  H i n d u s  h a v e  

a d m i t t e d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e s .  lo5 ~ h u s  f o r  e v e r y  c o m p l a i n t  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e s p o n d e d  q u i t e  n e g a t i v e l y  a n d  h e  

v i e w e d  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  a communal o u t l o o k .  H e  w e n t  

f u r t h e r  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  n o t o r i o u s l y  t e e m i n g  

w i t h  f a l s e  deeds a n d  f a l s e  w i t n e s s e s  p l a c i n g  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  l a n d l o r d s  i n  p e r p e t u a l  r i s k  "106  T h i s  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  i n f o v o u r  of t h e  

l a n d l o r d s  w a s  c o u n t e r e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  

"I t  i s  o u t  of q u e s t i o n  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  of 

t h i n g s  i s  n o t  as  common w i t h  t h e  H i n d u s  a s  w i t h  t h e  

M a p p i l a s  a n d  e q u a l l y  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  w r o n g  a n d  

o p p r e s s i o n  In 1 0  7  . D u r i n g  h i s  e n q u i r y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

w a s  t o l d  b y  t h e ' M a p p i l a s  t h a t  d i s t i t u t i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n  

a n d  e x a c t i o n s  of t h e  Hindu  l a n d l o r d s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

c a u s e s  of t h e s e  o u t b r e a k s " .  lo8 B u t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

his 
w a s  b i a s e d  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  a 

1 0 5 .  I b i d  P a r a . 2 3  

1 0 6 .  T.L. S t r a n g e  ( R e p o r t  1 8 5 2 )  P a r a . 6 9  

1 0 7 .  E x t r a c t s  from m i n u t e s  of c o n s u l a t i o n ,  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o n  M a p p i l a s  o u t r a g e s  p a r a . 4 4 .  

1 0 8 .  M i n u t e s  of c o n s u l t a t i o n  1 7  F e b r u a r y  1 8 5 2  M a d r a s  
G o v e r n m e n t  C.M.0 I P . 4 0 8 .  



f a n a t i c i s m .  However,  e v i d e n c e s  d o  n o t  a t t e s t  t h i s  v i e w  

o f  M r .  S t r a n g e  a s  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  w a s  f o u n d  q u i t e  

s t r a n g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o u r c e  h e  c o l l e c t e d .  

A CRITICAL EVALUATION OF MR-STRANGE'S ENQUIRY 

The  mass e v i d e n c e  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

b y  M r .  S t r a n g e  i n  h i s  repor t ,  d o e s  n o t  w a r r a n t  h i s  

c o n c l u s i o n  o f  f a n a t i c i s m .  I t  g i v e s  a m p l e  s o u r c e  f o r  a 

l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t  r i f t  o v e r  l a n d  a s  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n  fo r  

t h e s e  o u t b r e a k s .  H i s  v i e w  o f  r e l i g i o u s  f a n a t i c i s m  

f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  fac tors  

i n v o l v e d .  log The  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  M a p p i l a s  e n g a g e d  i n  

t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s o m e  

i n e x t r i c a b l e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k s .  1 1 0  

Commenting on  t h e  l a n d  s y s t e m  of M a l a b a r  M r .  

S t r a n q e  h i m s e l f  a d m i t s  t h a t  " u n d e r  o u r  c o u r t  d u e  

a t t e n t i o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a l w a y s  p a i d  t o  t h e  r u l e s  b y  

wli i c11 I- l ic: ;c  ( - C I I I I I - P : I  , I  I f *  c lovc- l  l t c ~ ( l ,  # I  1 1 ( 1  1 1 1 ( -  I I I 0 1  

them h a s  b e e n  so  f a r  f o r e f i e t e d .  The  M a p p i l a s ,  as  I 

h a v e  n o t i c e d  c o m p l a i n  of t h e  Hindu l a n d l o r d s  e j e c t i n g  

them a t  s h o r t e r  i n t e r v e l s  t h a n  w h a t  i s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  

t h e  a n c i e n t  u s a g e  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a n  e v i l  

1 0 9 .  M .  Gangadha ra  Menon M a p p i l a  o u t b r e a k s  of 1 9 t h  
C e n t u r y  M a l a b a r .  J o u r n a l  of Kerala S t u d i e s  V o l  
I1 J u n e  1 9 7 5 .  P .149 .  

1 1 0 .  I b i d  P .150  

4 0 7  



also finds the problem between Hindus and Mappilas lies 

mainly on the land and its possession. He says the 

problem between "landlord and tenant cannot be 

otherwise satisfactorily settled, it may be desirable 

to interfere by legislative enactment, so as to fix 

some terms to the landlords' indefinite paramount right 

over the tracts of vast land and forest to which he now 

lays claim" '12. Passing orders on the report of the 

commissioner the government observed that "It is worthy 

to note that Mr. Strange here recognised in apparant 

opposition to his previous statements, the frequent 

injustice done to the tenant or occupant rnorc often 

Mappila than other caste". 'l3 it gives testimoney to 

the fact that a pervation of justice indubitably 

largely prevails in the district, and as the native 

judges are chieftly Hindus, it is not to be supposed 

that this pervation favours the Mappila population. 114 

So Mr. Strange was constrained to comment on 

the consequences of evictions which prevailed in the 

111. T.L. Strange (Report 1852) Para.49. 

112. Extracts from minutes of consulation 23 August 
1853 in Correspondance on Mappila Outrages. Para 
44; C.M.0 I P.527. 

113. Ibid 

114. Ibid 



d i s t r i c t .  I n  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  h i s  r e p o r t  b e  h a d  

o b s e r v e d  t h e  d i s t r e s s  c a u s e d  t o  h i l l  c u l t i v a t o r s  f r o m  

o v e r - a s s e s s m e n t .  I n  h i s  f i n d i n g s  M r .  S t r a n g e  

u n d e r l i n e s  t h a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k s  w e r e  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  

i n t e r i o r  p a r t s  of t h e  E r n a d  a n d  V a l l u v a n a d  T a l u k s  w h e r e  

t h e  M a p p i l a  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  a m a j o r i t y  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  

l a r g e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n .  T h o s e  

who e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  o u t b r e a k s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y ,  w i t h  a f e w  

e x c e p t i o n ,  w e r e  t e n a n t s  o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s ,  a n d  

t h e s e  o u t b r e a k s  were i n f l i c t e d  upon t h e  w e a l t h  

l a n d l o r d s ,  t h e i r  i .mmcdiate r e l a t i v e s  a n d  p e o p l e  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  l a n d  r e l a t e d  mat ters .  1 1 7  

M o r e o v e r  a n  e c o n o m i c  g a i n  o r  goal  w a s  a 

118 
g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  almost a l l  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  , a s  

t h e  r e b e l s  l o o t e d  g r a i n  h o u s e s ,  j e n m i ' s  h o u s e s  a n d  

t e m p l e s  w h e r e  w e a l t h  w a s  a m a s s e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  money,  

c l o l t l  . I I I ~ I  ( 1 1  < I  i 1 1  - I  i : I I  i I 1 1 1 . 1 1  1 1 1 1 .  1 ~ * I I S I I I I  

l a n d l o r d  r e l a t i o n  h a d  w o r s o n e d  n o t  o n l y  among M a p p i l a  

t c n a n t s  a g n i n s  t ttic I l indu j cnrn i s  b u t  lli ndu t c n n n t s  

a g a i n s t  Hindu  j e n m i s  a l s o ,  was a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t .  Here 

1 1 5 .  CMO I PP-470-75. 

1 1 6 .  M .  G a n g a d h a r a n  Menon (op.cit) P.147. 

1 1 7 .  S e e  p a g e  .... o f  t h i s  w o r k .  T . L . S t r a n g e  ( R e p o r t  
1 8 5 2 )  P a r a  399-407 ;  Logan  V o l . 1  P .615 .  

1 1 8 .  T.L. S t r a n g e  ( R e p o r t  1 8 5 2 )  P a r a .  399-407 



t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  may be r i g h t  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  

r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  

M a p p i l a  o u t b r e a k s  s i n c e  t h i s  w a s  common t o  t h e  Hindu  

t e n a n t s  a l s o .  Here t w o  q u e s t i o n s  a r i se  a s  t o  why t h e  

M a p p i l a s  o n l y  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  why 

k l i ~  I 1  i I I C ~ I I  L . P I I ~ I I I ~  :; ( - O I I  l ( i  I I O L  L r i 1 1 1 : ;  I ;I L C >  L ~ I P  i r ( 1  i : ; C - O I I L - P I I L  

a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  

of a f a n a t i c i s m  o f  t h e  M a p p i l a s  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e s e  t w o  

q u e s t i o n s .  B u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  

t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  h e  w a s  e a s i l y  m i s l e d  b y  a 

p r e c o n d i t i o n e d  m i n d  of M a p p i l a  v e r s u s  H i n d u s .  

T h e  g r i e v a n c e s  of t h e  t e n a n t s  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

l a b o u r e r s  i n  g e n e r a l  m a r k e d  a n  e x i s t i n g  f a c t  u n d e r  t h e  

company s y s t e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  whi-ch u n d u l y  p r e v i l e g e d  

t h e  l a n d l o r d s .  'l'he j u d i c i a r y  much m o r e  a g g r a v a t e d  

t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s  t h r o u g h  j u d g e m e n t s  o f  e j e c t m e n t .  

T h e  t a b l e  ( 7 - 5 )  v i v i d l y  p r e s e n t s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  

t h e  M a l a b a r  t e n a n t ' s  d e p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  h i s  

f e e l i n g  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  a g a i n s t  h i s  l a n d l o r d .  T h e r e  w a s  

n o t h i n g  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  M a p p i l a  t e n a n t s  b u t  f o r  t h e  

Hindu  t e n a n t s  a s  w e l l .  Now t h e  a b o v e  q u e s t i o n s  a re  

p e r t i n a n t  t o  b e  a n s w e r e d  f o r  why t h e  M a p p i l a s  a l o n e ,  

n o t  t h e  t e n a n t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  

t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  i n t o  a f o r m  o f  r e v o l t s .  Though t h e  

s u b j e c t  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  u n d e r  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  i t  

i s  h i g h l y  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  d e a l  h e r e .  



T a b l e  7-5 

A y e a r l y  a v e r a g e  of s u i t s  b r o u g h t  f o r  e j e c t m e n t  

f rom t h e  l a n d .  1 1 9  

1. Hindus  a g a i n s t  232 
M a p p i l a s  

2 .  Hindus  a g a i n s t  680 
Hindus  

3 .  M a p p i l a s  a g a i n s  7 3  
Hindus  

4 .  M a p p i l a s  a g a i n s  1 5 5  
M a p p i l a s  

S u i t s  l a i d  

WHETHER FANATICISM OR ECONOMIC GRIEVANCE ? 

Mr.Mac G r e g o r  Wrote  a b o u t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  

E j e c t m e n t s  
d e c r e e d  

of Mapp i l a  o u t r a g e s  a s  ' p e r f e c t l y  a g r a r i a n .  F a n a t i c i s m  

i s  m e r e l y  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  t h r o u g h  which  t h e  t e r r o r i s m  o f  

t h e  l a n d e d  classes i s  a imed a t  ' 1 2 0 .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  a 

E j e c t m e n t s  
r e f u s e d  

view t h a t  economic  g r i e v a n c e s  o r  a g r a r i a n  u n r e s t  a l o n e  

1 2 1  
was n o t  t h e  sole  c a u s e  of t h e  o u t b r e a k  . I t  is  

t r u e ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  it, was n o t  t h e  so le  r e a s o n .  Bu t  

Raseed  01 

s t r u c k  o i  

1 1 9 .  T.L. S t r a n g e  ( R e p o r t  1 8 5 2 )  P a r a . 2 1  S u i t s  p e n d i n g  
a n d  a l s o  s u i t s  a g a i n s t  Mohammadans a n d  Hindus  
j o i n t l y  a r e  e x c l u d e d  from t h e  a c c o u n t .  

1 2 0 .  M r .  Mac G r e g o r ,  a n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t  i n  T r a v a n c o r e  
a n d  Cochin  was co l lec tor  o f  M a l a b a r  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s .  Qua ted  i n  Logan-Vol .1 .  P.581. 

1 2 1 .  M .  Gangadhara  Menon ( o p .  c i t )  P.150 



it was t h e  b a s i c  c a u s e  a n d  b e g i n i n g  of a l l  o t h e r  

c a u s e s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of l o w  c a s t e  Hindus  

w a s  i n  n o  way b e t t e r  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  l a r g e l y  s e t t l e d  i n  

t h e  t a l u k s  l i k e  E rnad  Wal luvanad  a n d  P o n n a n i ,  whe re  t h e  

M a p p i l a s  o u t b r e a k s  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r e d .  N e i t h e r  t h e y  

r e c e i v e d  a n y  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  t h e  Hindu 

l a n d l o r d s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  were a s  a l i e n  a s  t h e  Mapp i l a  

t o  t h e  u p p e r  c a s t e  H indus ,  a n d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  was e v e n  

worse t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r s .  T h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

w a s  n o t  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l .  s t i l l  t h e y  d i d  

n o t  r ise i n  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r ,  b e c a u s e  f o r  

him t h e  jenmi  was t h e  ' l o r d  of t h e  f i e l d '  a n d  t h e ' g o d  

of t h e  t e m p l e ' ,  who w a s  s o  v e n e r a b l y  r e s p e c t e d  by 

e v e r y o n e  i n  a l l  w a l k s  o f  l i f e .  To q u e s t i o n  t h i s  

l o r d s h i p  or  t o  d i s r e s p e c t  h i s  h o l y  man was c o n s i d e r e d  

as a s i n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  s o c i a l  cus tom a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

f a i t h .  So  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t i e s  bound t h e  Hindu p e a s a n t l y  

w i t h  t h e i r  u p p e r  c a s t e  l a n d l o r d s ,  who v e r y  o f t e n  h a d  

n o t  o n l y  economic  b u t  a l s o  soc ia l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  powers  

v e s t e d  i n  them. So  t h e  Hindu p e a s a n t r y ' s  s u b j e c t i o n  

w a s  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  economic  s p h e r e  a l o n e  b u t  

e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  soc ia l  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  s p h e r e s  a s  w e l l .  

Upper c a s t e .  Hindu Jenmi  was a b l e  t o  b r i n g  a  

r e c a l c i t r a n t  Hindu t e n a n t - t o  s u b m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  

1 2 2 .  I b i d  



s a n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  excommunica t ion  a n d  t h e  d e n i a l  of 

1 2 3  r i t u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  v i l l a g e  s e r v i c e s  . 

B e s i d e s  t h e s e  soc ia l  b a r s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  

p l a t f o r m  or  a n y  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  low c a s t e  p e o p l e  

f o r  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s .  N o r  t h e r e  was a n y  m i d d l e  

c lass  men t o  l e a d  a  s o c i a l  movement among t h e  l o w  c a s t e  

Hindu s o c i e t y ,  as  t h e  m i d d l e  c lass ,  i f  a n y ,  w a s  t h e  

l a n d  owning c l a s s  i t s e l f .  The same t i m e  t h e  Mapp i l a  

p e a s a n t r y  h a d  a l l  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  i n  f a v o u r  of t h e i r  

r ise  a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p r e s s o r .  

To s a y  t h e  low c a s t e  Hindu t e n a n t s  a n d  

l a b o u r e r s  w e r e  s i l e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  a l l  t h e s e  o p p r e s s i o n s  

is  n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  correct. B u t  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  

i n d i r e c t l y .  When t h e  p e c u l i a r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

b a s e d  on Hindu mytho logy  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  him t o  q u e s t i o n  

h i s  l o r d s ,  m o s t  of them s i l e n t l y  s u f f e r e d  t h e i r  

d e s t i n y .  B u t  a m i n o r i t y  o f  them c h o s e  a  d i f f e r e n t  way. 

They f o u n d  a s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m ,  i n  wh ich  t h e y  c o u l d  

e n j o y  a  free a i r .  ' A  l o w  caste Hindu rose i n  soc ia l  

scale on  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  Muhammadanism. M r .  

Graeme w r i t e s  ' H e  ( a  l o w  caste c o n v e r t  t o  I s l a m )  i s  no  

1 2 3 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r .  P.194. 

1 2 4 .  M r .  Gangadhara  Menon ( o p .  c i t )  p.150 



longer a link in a chain which requires to be kept in 

its particular place. His new faith nuetralises all 

his former qualities'. 125 Besides, by conversion he 

not only could free himself from the bondages, but was 

'merited for the sympathy and protection of the 

organised Mappila community' 126. The large scale 

conversion of low caste people in Malabar must be 

127 studied in this light . 

When the Mappilas were largely up to the task 

of vengeance up on their oppressor, these new converts 

also joined the Mappila rebels against his landlord. 

The Mappils outrages records attest the involvement of 

a number of new converts in those uprisings. But it 

may not be correct in all cases that they converted for 

a vengeance, but more than that an enjoyment of freedom 

from fear. 

At the same time no one can neglect an 

important role of Islamic religion in these uprisings. 

The religion gave moral lessons, and morale for the 

125. Graeme's Report. Para.21 

126. D.N. Dhanagare. (op.cit) P.57. 

127. 'The increase, in the Mappila population' says 
K.N. Panikkar 'was mainly due to conversion from 
lower castes, particularly cherumas, Pulayas, 
Vettuvans and Mukkuvas' K.N.Panikkar (op-cit) P.52 



r e b e l s  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  i n j u s t i c e .  They c o u l d  o b t a i n  

l e g i t i m a c y  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  e v i l s  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  

w i t h i n  t h e  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e ,  when t h i s  

movement of r e b e l i s m  came t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  i l l i t e r a t e  

M a p p i l a s  it h a d  i t s  own d e m e r i t s .  A f ew  of them m u s t  

h a v e  e x p l o i t e d  t h i s  movement f o r  t h e i r  own e n d s .  Bu t  

more t h a n  a l l  t h a t  when t h e  r e b e l s  o b s e r v e d  c e r t a i n  

r e l i g o u s  r i t u a l s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  i t  g o t  r e l i g i o u s  

c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s  o c c a s s i o n e d  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  b r a n d  i t  w i t h  

f a n a t i c i s m .  F a n a t i c i s m  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  r e s o r t e d  t o  b y  

r i c h  M a p p i l a s  t o  i n s t i g a t e  Mapp i l a  t e n a n t s .  Bu t  t h e r e  

i s  n o  s u c h  e v i d e n t c e  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  communal n a t u r e  of 

t h e  r e b e l l i a n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t o  n e g l e c t  a l l  t h e  

a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  a n d  t o  c o n f i n e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  on  a 

t e n a t i c i s m  a n d  r e f u t e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  economic  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e b e l l i o n s  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  a  n e g a t i v e  

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y .  The f i rs t  a n d  

foremost r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  u p r i s i n g  of 

Malaba r  M a p p i l a s  l a y s  i n  n o t h i n g  b u t  a n  economic  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  p e a s a n t r y  b y  t h e  l a n d l o r d  a n d  t h e  

company gove rnmen t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e n u r i a l  a n d  r e v e n u e  

s y s t e m s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  l a t t e r .  

S h o r t l y  M r .  S t r a n g e  f a i l e d  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  t h e  

government  t o  make n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  ef fec t  a 

b e t t e r  r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  t e n a n t  a n d  l a n d l o r d ,  wh ich  



was c o n s i d e r a b l y  worsened  s i n c e  t h e  company 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  power i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  M r .  

S t r a n g e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  why t h e  M a p p i l a s  of t h e  

i n t e r i o r .  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o n l y  

b r o k e  i n t o  r e b e l l i a n  a n d  why t h e  c o a s t a l  M a p p i l a s  a n d  

o t h e r s  engaged  i n  f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a d e  d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t .  

To s a y  t h a t  ' t h e  common e l e m e n t  of t h e  p r o t e s t  

was n o t  s o c i a l  o r  economic  b u t  r e l i g i o u s l Z 8  i s  a l s o  n o t  

a v a l i d  s t a t e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e  common e l e m e n t  of a l l  t h e s e  

were u n d e r l y i n g  a worsoned  l a n d l o r d  t e n a n t  r e l a t i o n .  

The r c w a r d  f o r  n 'St lahi d ' 411 t l i  n dcnCt\ f i  c ~ h t  l r ~ g  1-0 

murde r  a n  i n f i d a y  a n d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  of p a r a d i s e  i n  t h e  

h e r e a f t e r  b i r t h  w e r e  n o t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a im  of t h e  

r e b e l s .  But  ' t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  p a r a d i s e  w e r e  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l l u r i n g  t o  t h e  p o o r  M a p p i l a s  b e c a u s e  of 

t h e  h e l l  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  on  e a r t h  ' t h e  w e a r i n e s s  o f  a  

l a b o r i o u s  l i f e  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  I n  1849  

Athan  G u r u k a l  h a d  s a i d  ' N o  body  w i l l  t h r o w  away h i s  

l i f e ,  u n l e s s  f o r c e d  t o  it'. 130  So  t h e  v i ew of a  

p r o m i s e d  p a r a d i s e  a n d  a f i g h t  u n t o  d e a t h  f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  

1 2 8 .  S t e p h e n .  F .  D a l e  'The  Mapp i l a  o u t b r e a k s .  I d e o l o g y  
a n d  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  K e r a l a ' .  
J o u r n a l  of A s i a n  S t u d i e s  v o l .  XXXV. 1 November 
1975 .  P .87  

1 2 9 .  K.N. P a n i k k a r  (op. c i t )  P.89 

1 3 0 .  Quoted  i n  I b i d .  P .89  



fulfilment of this aim alone does not complete the 

interpretation of the Mappila outbreaks of 19th 

century. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR REGULATION V OF 1822 

According to Mr. Strange a 'remedy for all 

this plainly lies in registration' ef all land 

transaction with the He recommended a 

requirement of regulation V of 1822 be brought in to 

operation in Malabar. Under this enactment the 

question chiefly in issue between landlord and tenant 

will be decided summarily by the collector and will 

lead to amicable and equitable, as well as prompt 

decisions. He noted that 'the cause why this 

regulation has not been had recourse to in Malabar is 

simply that the collectors have taken no means to bring 

it in to operation. ,132 

Mr. Strange was of the opinion to introduce 

the regulation in the provicne when he was judge of 

Tellicherry in 1843-44. But Mr. Conolly found that it 

was not much worth for the province. 'My impression is 

that, he said, 'it would be of doubtful benefit to the 

131. T.L. Strange (Report 1852) Para.69 

132. Ibid. Para 71 



tenants 1133 'Recent events have led me to pay 

particular attention to the vexed question whether the 

landlord or tenant is most to blame in the disputes 

which are frequently occuring in Malabar regarding 

land. My impression on the whole certainly is that the 

fault lies more with the former - knavish tenants of 

course there are - but the possession of land is so 

priced in the country and an ejectment from it so much 

feared that self-interest as a general rule is 

sufficient inducement for the tenant to pay his fair 

rent. '134 Therefore. Mr. Conolly recommended a law 

similar to the Regulation XXX of 1802. According to 

this. 'proprietor or farmers of land shall not levy any 

new assessment or tax on the ryots under any name or 

under any pretence. exactions other than those 

consolidated in the puttah. or otherwise authorised by 

government, shall up on proof, subject the proprietor 

or farmer to a penalty equal to 3 times the amount of 

135 each exaction . 

133. H.V. Conolly to the Board of Revenue 30 September 
1853 No.133. Extracts from Correspondants on 
Mappila Outrages para.4 

134. Ibid 

135. Section VII Regulation XXX of 1802 in extracts 
from minutes of consultation. Extracts from 
Correspondance of Mappila Outrages. para 4 



However,  t h e  Board of Revenue  recommended t h e  

1 3 6  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  R e g u l a t i o n  V o f  1 8 2 2  i n  M a l a b a r  . 
The  c o l l e c t o r ' s  o b j e c t i o n  was n o t  a d m i t t e d  a n d  it 

s t a t e d  t h a t  ' t h i s  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  

C a n a r a ,  a d i s t r i c t  s i m i l a r  t o  M a l a b a r ,  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  

1 3 7  effect  . The  t e n a n t s  of t h e s e  d i s t u r b a n c e  a f f e c t e d  

areas,  when c o n s u l t e d ,  o p i n e d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  more  t h a n  

t h e  l a w s  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  r e a l  s o u r c e  of 

d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  l a n d l o r d  a n d  t e n a n t s  B u t  t h e  

l a n d l o r d s  were of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a w  ( R e g u l a t i o n  

V o f  1 8 2 2 )  i s  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  M a l a b a r .  139 The  

col lector  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  t e n a n t s  more e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

p o o r e r  t e n a n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  power  of 

r e s t r a i n t  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  l a n d l o r d s  u n l e s s  t h e y  r e c e i v e  

a t  t h e  same t i m e  some c o m p e n s a t i n g  b e n e f i t s  i n  e x c e s s  

of w h a t  are p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  R e g u l a t i o n  V of 1 8 2 2  
, 1 4 0  

So t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  a l s o  w a s  u s e f u l  o n l y  t o  a r m  t h e  

l a n d l o r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t e n a n t s .  

1 3 6 .  I b i d .  27 A p r i l  1 8 5 4 .  No.503. Mr.Knox, t h e  s u b  
col lector  a l s o  was i n  f a v o u r  of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
of t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n .  

1 3 7 .  F . N .  M a l t b y  Collector  of C a n a r a  t o  t h e  B o a r d  of 
Revenue  1 9  J u l y  1 8 5 4  i n  I b i d .  

1 3 8 .  C . C o l l e t t ,  s u b  c o l l e c t o r  t o  H.V.  C o n o l l y .  1 0  may 
1855 .  i n  I b i d .  P a r a  3 .  

1 3 9 .  I b i d  

1 4 0 .  H.V.  C o n o l l y  t o  t h e  Boa rd  of Revenue .  9  J u n e  1855 
I b i d .  P a r a  3 .  



T h e r e  w e r e  a l o t  o f  examples  f o r  t h e  

l a n d l o r d ' s  r e v e n g e f u l n e s s  u p  o n  t h e i r  t e n a n t s .  The 

case o f  t h e  K o l a t h u r  V a r i y a r  who p r o p o s e d  t o  e ject  1 7 3  

Mapp i l a  t e n a n t s  a s  f u l l y  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  a  s o l i t a r y  

one .  The Collector s a y s  " I n  a  c a s e  which  o c c u r e d  n o t  

v e r y  l o n g  a g o  some 30  M a p p i l s  t e n a n t s  w e r e  o u s t e d  by a 

g r e a t  ( a b s e n t e e )  l a n d l o r d  i n  a v e r y  h a r s h  manner .  I 

shamed h im i n t o  r e i n s t a t i n g  them" 141 However w h a t e v e r  

o b j e c t i o n  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  on t h e  s c e n c e  e x p r e s s e d  f o r  a n  

u n f i t  a n d  u n s u i t a b l e  r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e  gove rnmen t  d i d  

n e v e r  c a r e  f o r  them,  b u t  i n s i s t e d  upon a p o l i c y  o f  

p r e s e r i n g  a t  a n y  cost  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  e l i t e  l o y a l  p r o -  

i m p e r i a l i s t i c  g r o u p  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

RECOMMENDATIONS OF MR. STRANGE 

The commiss ion  a p p o i n t e d  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  

who le  u n f o r t u n a t e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f a i l e d  t o  

t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  v e r y  b a s i c  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  

u p r i s i n g s  a n d  it l e f t  t h e  remedy i n  a  m i l i t a r y  

s o l u t i o n .  M r .  S t r a n g e  recommended f o r  a s t e r n  p o l i c y  

of r u t h l e s s  s u p p r e s s i o n .  H i s  r ecommenda t ions  were 

m a i n l y  o f  t h r e e  p o i n t e d :  a ) .  The r e p r e s s i o n  of 

f a n a t i c a l  o u t r a g e s ,  b ) .  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

mosques a n d  c ) .  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of a rms .  The 

1 4 1 .  I b i d .  P a r a  8.: 

4 2 0  



commissioner's recommendation had gone further to a 

proposal of organising a special native force 

exclusively of Hindus. But his recommendation left 

aside the very important aspects for pacifying the 

province. 

However the government adopted only the first 

one and rejected the other recommendations. 

Accordingly the Mappila outrages Act and Mappila War 

Act were passed in 1 8 ~ 4 ~ ~ ~ .  The enactment sanctioned 

fining of all the Mappilas in a village where revolt 

took place, the confiscation of the property of those 

who involved, deportation of the suspected etc. 

Unfortunately, this commission failed to recognise the 

basic reasons of these uprisings, and also failed to 

suggest that the real solution lays in reorganising the 

tenurial changes brought about by the company 

government as a part of its revenue system. 

MR. CONOLLY FOR A SOLUTION 

In this totally unpleasant situation of a 

series of uprisings Mr. Conolly began to think in terms 

of certain changes in the existing systems of revenue. 

142. Act XXIII sanctioned for fining the localities 
disturbed and punishing the persons suspected for 
revolts and the Act XXIV for illegal possession of 
war knives. Logan Vol.1. P.572 



I n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  p r o p e r t i e s  h a d  

changed  h a n d s ,  a n d  h o l d i n g s  w e r e  s u b d i v i d e d  o r  a d d e d  

t o ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a l l o t m e n t  w i t h  i t s  d i s t i n c t  

a s s e s s m e n t ,  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  t h e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s ,  a n d  

a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  e a c h  h o l d e r  of l a n d  p a i d  a 

c o n s o l i d a t e d  amount i n  money f o r  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l a n d  i n  

h i s  o c c u p a t i o n ,  wh ich  i s  composed of p l o t s  s i t u a t e d  

e i t h e r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  same v i l l a g e  or i n  

d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s .  'Owing t o  t h i s  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  mode 

o f  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t o  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i g h t  l a n d  t a x ' ,  

( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t o r )  it w a s  n o t  d e d u c t e d  a n y  

a l l o w a n c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  

l a n d  n o t  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  of a d v e r s i t y  of 

s e a s o n  '143. Bu t  i n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  

f i x e d  on  e a c h  s e p e r a t e  f i e l d ,  a n d  s u c h  f i e l d s  a s  are  

l e f t  u n c u l t i v a t e d  t h r o u g h  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  a r e  

d e d u c t e d  a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  wh ich  i s  made i n  t h e  a c t u a l  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o n l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I n  1 8 5 2  t h e  c o l l e c t o r  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  engagemen t s  w i t h  t h e  r y o t s  a s  t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  of l a n d  t h e y  are d i s p o s e d  t o  o c c u p y .  144 T h i s  

1 4 3 .  L e t t e r ,  Board  of Revenue t o  gove rnmen t .  1 7  Augus t  
1852 .  R e p o r t  on t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  l a n d  Revenue 
o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  u n d e r  t h e  Madras  P r e s i d e n c y .  1 8 5 2  
- 53 (Madras .  1 8 5 4 )  P a r a .  3 2  

1 4 4 .  T h i s  i s  c a l l e d  ' D i t t u m ' ,  a t e r m  which  i n d i c a t e s  
s o m e t h i n g  f i x e d  o r  a r r a n g e d  a n d  w h a t e v e r  p o r t i o n  
of l a n d  t h u s  engaged  f o r ,  b u t  n o t  c u l t i v a t e d  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  be d e d u c t e d  a t  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  i s  denomina ted  ' K a b u l a t r y '  o r  w a s t e ,  
a p p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  l a n d  e n g a g e d  f o r .  I b i d .  P .32 .  



was a positive approach.from the collector in this 

turmoiled situation. 

Mr. Conolly also abolished the monopoly of 

tobacco in the province since January 1853. This made 

a decrease in the total revenue collection. Now Mr. 

Conolly was at the work of such an appeasement policy. 

In 1854 he began to think for a fresh survey as it was 

necessary owing to considerable remissions in the last 

3 or 4 years. But this did not materialise. Since 

then no extensive survey had either been made or called 

for, and the rule has been that any one claiming 

remission of assessment in one of his garden must 

145 submit the whole of the lands for inspection . 
Unfortunately, Mr. Conolly's attempt did not reach 

anywhere. Before that he was barbariously murdered by 

a gang of ~ a ~ ~ i l a s l ~ ~  on 11th September 1855. Various 

reasons were suggested as the motives of the rebels for 

his murder. But the important reasons may be the 

repressive measures he adopted against the Mappilas in 

general and the punishment the murderers had to endure 

in under the collector's order. 

145. Logan Vol.1. P . 6 9 1  

146. G.B. Tod, Assistant collector to the Chief 
Secretary to government. 12 September 1854, Logan 
V0l.I. P.573. 

147. The assassins were the prisoners abscounded for 
this particular action see details in Logan Vol.1. 
PP.573-75. 



The government  1-mposed a fine o v e r  n1.1. t h e  

amsham i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t r a g e s  a n d  a  sum of Rs.3833- 

8-0 w a s  c o l l e c t e d  a s  f i n e  f rom 719 p e o p l e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  

9  v i l l a g e s 1 4 8 .  The f i n e s  w e r e  u n b e a r a b l y  h a r s h  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a r d l y  h a d  a n y  p e r s o n a l  a s s e t s  o r  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  

on  which  t h e y  c o u l d  r a i s e  rnoneyl4'. Y e t  t h e  a c t i o n  of 

t h e  a s s a s s i n s  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  j u s t i f i e d .  

A f t e r  C o n o l l y ' s  m u r d e r  M r .  T. C l a r k e  t o o k  

c h a r g e  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  col lector  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  on  1 2  

Sep tember  1 8 5 5 ,  a n d  a f t e r  o n e  y e a r  h e  was s u c c e e d e d  b y  

M r .  W .  Robinson  i n  O c t o b e r  1 8 5 6 .  D u r i n g  t h e i r  t e r m  

t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  w o r t h y  k o  n o t e  i n  t h e  realm of 

r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The c o u n t r y  was t h e n  i n  a v e r y  

d i s a f f e c t e d  s t a t e  owing t o  s c a r c i t y  o f  r ice  a n d  t h e  

o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  1 8 5 7  r e v o l t  i n  a l l  o v e r  I n d i a .  A f t e r  

t h i s  g r e a t  war  o f  I n d i a n  I n d e p e n d a n c e  i n  1 8 5 7  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Government o f  I n d i a  was t r a n s f e r e d  

from t h e  company t o  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown. 

1 4 8 .  Logan V o l . 1 .  P.575 

1 4 9 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  ( o p .  c i t )  P.lOO 
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CHAPTER VIII 

CONCLUSION 

It is a fact that India was conquered by the 

English merchant adventurers, exclusively based on the 

idea of profit and advantage to their home country. 

The administrative machinery of the Company government 

in India was developed to serve these ends. Even when 

the administrative policy of the Company government 

underwent changes in later years it never lost sight of 

its main object of increasing trade and revenue 

collection. Even the maintenance of law and order was 

directed for the attainment of the objectives of an 

uninterrupted trade and an easy collection of revenue. 

On account of this ultimate imperialistic aim 

the early decades of company rule saw an outright 

plunder of the country's wealth coupled with ruinous 

taxation of the peasantry. Revenue in the early 

decades was used chiefly for government expenses, wars, 

private fortunes remittance to Britain and public works 
I 

designed to increase imperial trade. The result of 

this imperialistic adminsitration had created for 

reaching consequences in every walk of Malabar life. 

1. Kathleen Gough, Indian peasant uprising in A.R.Desai 
(ed) Peasant Strugqles in India p.89 



MYSORE SETTLEMENT BLINDLY FOLLOWED 

In the absence of a regular revenue collection 

in the native system and on account of the unyielding 

and complex nature of the native land relation the 

joint commissioners drew guidance from the Mysorean 

system which existed in the province irnrncdC~?tcly 

before. Guided by a Mysorean Brahmin employee (jinnea) 

they adopted the Mysorean principle and ratcs as the 

basis of their settlement. But this system of 

settlement, of course, had its own merits and demerits. 

Since the settlements they reached had been conducted 

in a hurried time frame of wars and conquest it tended 

to be artibtrary. The revenue resources of the 

territory were hardly examined,' and the intention of 

the governor Mr. Arshad Beg Khan was to collect the 

maximum possible to meet the expenses of the war the 

Sultan was waging ggainst the British. 

Adoting the same system the Company's 

settlement of rice field also suffered from over and 

unequal assessment, and the rates levied on garden 

produce became extremely high. Finding the settlement 

2. K.N. Panikkar p.3 

3. Ibid. According to this settlement the rice land was 
assessed based on the assumption of a 1:10 
productive capacity of every parrah of seed. This 
was an over-estiamtion. In most part of the 
district the,ratio of seed produce were 1:5 or the 
least 1:3 G.W Gillis collector to J.B Travers, 
secretary, Board of Revenue 14 April 1801. MDR Vol. 
2551. 



a n d  r a t e  o f  r e v e n u e  o v e r  a n d  h i g h  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  

correct i t  a l s o  created a n  u n e q u a l  a s s e s s m e n t .  The 

i n d i v i d u a l  who c o u l d  s q u a r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  g o t  o f f  w i t h  

c o m p a r a t i v e  immuni ty  a n d  t h o s e  who c o u l d  n o t  do so h a d  

t h e i r  l a n d  e x c e s s i v e l y  a s s e s s e d .  The M a l a b a r  

p e a s a n t r y  who h a d  b e e n  a l r e a d y  i m p o v e r i s h e d  d u e  t o  a 

l o n g  a n d  i n c e s s a n t  w a r f a r e  c o u l d  n o t  p a y  t h e  r e v e n u e  

demads o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t  t h r o u g h  t h e  ~ a j a s  a n d  

C h i e f t a i n s .  T h i s  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  M a l a b a r  

p e a s a n t r y  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  i t s e l f .  

FARMING SYSTEM, A FAILURE 

The s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  f a r m i n g  was a l r e a d y  

found  a  f a i l u r e  i n  B e n g a l .  Y e t  t h i s  was imp lemen ted  i n  

Ma laba r  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  e x p e d i e n c y  b u t  was f o u n d  a g a i n  

u n s u c c e s s f u l .  T h i s  f a i l u r e  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

i g n o r a n c e  a n d  i n c o m p e t e n c e  o f  t h e  R a j a s  a n d  t h e  

r a p a c i o u s  c o n d u c t  of t h e i r  a g e n t s  who w e r e  e n t r u s t e d  

w i t h  t h e  t a s k  of c o l l e c t i n g  r e v e n u e .  The company 

government  b e l i e v e d  t h e  l a r g e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of arrers i s  

d u e  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  r e v e n u e  f a r m e r s  a n d  t h e  

r e v e n u e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  of t h e  p r o v i n c e  was much h i g h e r  

t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e t t l e m e n t .  

4 .  William Logan Vol .  I p .701  

5 .  Boa rd  o f  Revenue c o n s u l t a t i o n  1 3  Augus t  1 8 0 1  No.46 
Vo1.294 pp.9907-17; T h a c k a r y ' s  R e p o r t  p a r a  31.  



The c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e  p l a c e d  t h e  l a n d  

r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t c d  by T i p u  S u l t a n  a t  6,69,885 pagodas  

( R s .  20,09 ,665)  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  col lect  t h e  amount b y  

f a r m i n g  t h e  r e v e n u e  t o  l o c a l  Rajas a n d  c h i e f t a i n s .  The 

R a j a s  a n d  c h i e f t a i n s  on  t h e i r  p a r t  collected t h e i r  

maximum p o s s i b l e  r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  The c o r r u p t  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  company a g e n t s  i n  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  

h e l p e d  t h e  R a j a s  t o  max imise  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  

it b e i n g  e n t e r e d  i n  r e v e n u e  a c c c o u n t s .  So  t h e  

c o l l e c t i o n  was c o m p l e t e  i n  a f ew c a s e s ,  o r  more i n  

c e r t a i n  o t h e r s ,  b u t  still f o u n d  a s  a r r e a r  i n  r e v e n u e  

a c c o u n t s .  

T h e r e  were c e r t i a n  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a l s o  f o r  t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n .  The  a b s e n c e  o f  c e n t r a l i s e d  gove rnmen t  

s y s t e m  a n d  a  c o n s e q u e n t  d e t e r i o r a t i i o n  i n  l a w  a n d  

order, m u t u a l  r i v a l r y  be tween  M a p p i l a s  a n d  N a i r s ,  r i f t  

among p r i n c e s  a n d  c h i e f s  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  of r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n ,  e x h a u s t e d  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  d u e  t o  

i n c e s s a n t  w a r f a r e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e tc .  h a d  

b a d l y  a f f e c t e d  a n  u n d i s t u r b e d  c u l t i v a t i o n .  The  r e v e n u e  

c a p a c i t y  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e f o r e  d i m i n i s h e d  d a y  b y  

day .  

I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  r e v e n u e  f a r m e r s  w e r e  

more k e e n  o n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e ,  t h a n  a n y  m a t t e r  

of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  was h i g h l y  a d v e r s e  t o  t h e  



g e n e r a l  r e s o u r c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Two 

e v i l s  of g r e a t  m a g n i t u d e  w e r e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h i s .  

The e x t o r t i o n s  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

were c o n t i n u e d ,  u n a b a t e d  w h i l e  t h e  a n c i e n t  f e u d a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  r e v i v e d ,  f o r  it i s  w e l l  known t h a t  

none  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  dare c o m p l a i n  a g a i n s t  t h e  R a j a ,  

w h a t e v e r  i n j u r i e s  t h e y  may h a v e  s u s t a i n e d .  I t  i s  n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  u n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s  a g r i c u l t u r e  d i d  

n o t  f l o u r i s h .  11 6 

@ h e  gove rnmen t  was l a t e r  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  

systcn~ W C I S  11oL11 po I. i Licit 1I.y n ~ ~ d  ccolio~~~J.cillly U I I W ~ S C  

a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  l e a s e s  w e r e  c a n c e l l e d  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  

o t h e r  a n d  it t o o k  t h e  d i r e c t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e .  

p n o t h e r  m a j o r  d e f e c t  of t h e  r e v e n u e  s y s t e m  of 

t h e  t i m e  was t h a t  i t  was n e v e r  u n i f o r m  f o r  t h e  p r o v i n c e  

i n  g e n e r a l .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e r e  was n o  u n a n i m i t y  

among t h e  company o f f i c i a l s  a b o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o p o r t i o n  

of government  s h a r e  of r e v e n u e .  N o r t h  M a l a b a r  a n d  

S o u t h  Malaba r  h a d  bcen r u l e d  on d i f f e r e n t  r u l e s  o f  

r e v e n u e .  When a  1 0 %  of c o l l e c t i o n  c h a r g e s  was e x a c t e d  

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  r e v e n u e  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  it 

w a s  n o t  c o l l e c t e d  i n  n o r t h ,  a n d  when 8 0 %  of t h e  P a t t a m  

6 .  S. S r e e n i v a s a  Raghava I y a n g a r  ( o p .  c i t )  Appendix  
s e c t i o n  3 .  
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was t a k e n  a s  gove rnmen t  r e v e n u e  i n  t h e  n o r t h  4 0 %  of t h e  

g r o s s  p r o d u c e  w a s  t h e  s h a r e  of gove rnmen t  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  

T h i s  t y p e  of v a r i a t i o n  w a s  g e n e r a l  f r o m  d i s t r i c t  t o  

d i s t r i c t  a n d  e v e n  f r o m  v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e .  I t  was o n l y  

i n  1805,  a g e n e r a l  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was 

i n t r o d u c e d  i n  M a l a b a r .  Bu t  it c o n t i n u e d  many of t h e  

e v i l s  o f  f e u d a l  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  decades. 

CREATION OF LANDED ARISTOCRACY FOR STABILITY OF REVENUE 

The r e v e n u e  p o l i c y  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  company 

government  i n  M a l a b a r  h a d  t w o  main  c h a r a c t a r i s t i c s .  

F i r s t  i t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a p p r o b a t i o n  of t h e  

l a r g e s t  s h a r e  of t h e  p r o d u c e  a n d  s e c o n d l y  i t  r e c o g n i s e d  

t h e  jenmi a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p r o p r i e t o r  of t h e  l a n d .  

Thcso two anpcctf l  wcrc rnnCun1.l.y corl~pl ~ n ~ c r i k n r y .  T t 1.s 

t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  c o n t r i b u t o r y  r e a s o n s  a l s o  

f o r  r e - i n s t a t i n g  t h e  M a l a b a r  a r i s t o c r a c y  w i t h  a n  

a b s o l u t e  o w n e r s h i p  on l a n d  a n d  b e s t o w i n g  a s u p e r i o r  

power a n d  p r e s t i g e  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n .  F i r s t l y  on  a c c o u n t  of a close a s s o c i a t i o n  

of t h e  B r i t i s h  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  a n d  c h i e f t a i n s  

f o r  o v e r t h r o w i n g  t h e  Mysore power f rom M a l a b a r ,  t h e y  

c o u l d  n o t  e n t e r t a i n  a  h o s t i l e  a p p r o a c h  t o w a r d s  t h e  

n a t i v e  a r i s t o c r a c y .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e s e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  j e n m i s  

w e r e  f o u n d  a s  t h e  o n l y  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  who c o u l d  

i n v e s t  c a p i t a l  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  so  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  



interest of trade and revenue would be stable. Thirdly 

the actual cultivating class or peasantry of Malabar 

were neither politically nor socially a potential 

section for the company government to relay on. 

Fourthly, the English utilitarian theory of private 

property in land was predominant in the minds of the 

officials. Fifthly creating a social basis for serving 

the needs of colonial government. But above all, the 

primary concern of the company government was the 

security of revenue and its easy mobilization through a 

class of landed aristocracy. To serve this end the 

British officials totally upset the traditional system 

of Malabar society. 

It ie not a valid argument to say that the 

recognition of the jenmi as absolute owner of lands was 

not due to the compulsion of revenue realization. ' It 
is true that most of the revenue was collected by the 

government from the cultivators or the intermediary 

Kanakkars instead of the proprietor jenmis. However, 

the company officials found the security of revenue 

7. K.N. Panikkar, p.22 Thomas Munro said that "It is 
not essential to the realization of revenue that we 
should have a body of landlords in Malabar, the 
present and even a much greater revenue might be 
drawn from the profit of the cultivators" Revenue 
consultation 16 July 1822, Vol. 282-No.2 



much more s t a b l e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h i s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

j e n m i s .  They w e r e  f o u n d  e s s e n t i a l  a l s o  a s  r u r a l  

g e n t r y ,  l o y a l  a n d  a m e n a b l e  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  who would  

ac t  as  i n t e r p r e t e r s  be tween  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  

g o v e r n e d  a n d  t h u s  from t h e  c h a n n e l  t h r o u g h  which  

c o l o n i a l  i d e o l o g y  c o u l d  b e  d i s s e m i n a t e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a .  
8 

So t h i s  a r i s toc ra t i c  j e n m i s  w e r e  f o u n d  t h e  b e t t e r  g r o u p  

o f  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  gove rnmen t  f o r  t h e  

easier a c c e s s  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  economy a n d  p o l i t i c s  

The r e c r u i t m e n t  p o l i c y  of t h e  gove rnmen t  a l s o  

was direc ted  t o  t h i s  e n d .  The s u b o r d i n a t e  o f f i c e s  o f  

r e v e n u e  and  j u d i c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  

p e o p l e  who h a d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  of s u b s t a n t i a l  

economic  w e a l t h  a n d  soc ia l  s t a t u s .  They c o u l d  e x e r t  

v e r y  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  over t h e  s o c i e t y .  Thus t h e  company 

gove rnmen t  e f f e c t e d  a  m u t u a l  ' c o n t r a c t '  w i t h  t h e  

M a l a b a r  a r i s t o c r a c y  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  b o t h  t h e  

p a r t i e s  c o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  Once t h e  j e n m i s '  i n f l u e n c e  

h e l p e d  them t o  maximise  t h e  r e n t  ( p a t t a m ) ,  t h e  

gove rnmen t  s h a r e  o f  t h e  p a t t a m  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  

p r o p o r t i o n a l l y .  So it was n o t h i n g  b u t  a  s h e e r  p o l i c y  

of e x p e d i e n c y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  company ' s  a i m  of r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n .  

8 .  K . N .  P a n i k k a r  p .22  



D I S G U I S E D  RYOTWARI REVENUE SYSTEM 

In the early days of company government in 

Madras it was toyed with the idea of introducing Bengal 

system of permanant revenue settlement in this 

presidency also. Richard Wellesly in 1798 declared 

that the Bengal system would be established in Madras. 

But the Court of Directors held that no permanant 

revenue should be established without a better 

knowledge of existing system of tenure in these 

9 territories , and declined the idea. Later, during 

the governorship of William Bentick, Thomas Munro was 

able to convince him of the advantage of a ryotwari 

system of revenue administration, and it was adopted as 

a general system in Madras in 1805. 

However the mode of settlements introduced in 

the villages of the presidency had different 

characters. They may be generally classed under four 

heads as (a) Permanantly settled, (b) alienated rent 

free or for favourable assessment, (c) Rented, and (d) 

Ryotwari. Of these, the first three do not require 

description s i -ncc?  t l ~ c y  wcrc n o t  r c? l .n tcd  to M n 1 n l ) n r .  T n  

the fourth, the Ryotwari village itself there were 

9. Burton Stein, Thomas Munro: The oriqin of the 
colonial state and his vision of Empire (Delhi, 
1989) pp-121-24. 



various sub divisions. They were, firstly, those which 

surveyed classified and assessed with a fixed money 

rent; secondly those in which the surveys and 

assessments of .former government are maintained; 

thirdly, those that fields are surveyed, but settled 

annually with reference to a standard grain amount and 

price of grains. Fourthly, those are gross rented; 

fifthly, those that are held under division of crop 

between the ryots and the government, the lastly those 

that have not been regularly serveyed, but still are 

settled ryotwari. This last one was peculiar to 

Malabar and Canara. lo But it was a variant of ryotwari 

settlement, 
11 

intented for an easy collection of 

revenue without any regular survey. 

Though the government had reinstated the 

landlords with an absolute proprietory right on the 

soil, the land revenue was collected directly from the 

holders of plots and not necessarily from the jenmis. 12 

Actually it was a simple continuation of the system 

10. Papers relating to revision of the village accounts 
by S. Jayaram Chetty, special Assistant, Board of 
Revenue for the villages of the Madras Presidency. 
(Madras, 1855) para 112. 

11. Dharma Kumar, Cambridqe Economic history of India 
1757-1970- Vo1.2, (Cambridge 1984) p.223 

12. This was practically done only after the 
comrnissioner's period. 



hitherto existed, but named as ryotwari. It did not 

disturb even the intermediary class between the 

government and the cultivating tenant to whom a share 

of agricultural produce had gone. But it gave a legal 

and procedural collection that was already in practice 

by the sanction of the new scheme with the appellation 

of the ryotwari settlement. 13 

What prompted the company government for this 

type of a scheme ? Theoretically it may be the 

ostensible idea of leaving a foreign country in the 

passeasion of its own law and custom and to endeavour 

rather to ameliorate than to abolish them as Thomas 

Munro had argued. l4 But in practical reality it was a 

policy of expediency for an easy collection of revenue. 

The 'deceptive' nature of rent rolls of Malabar were 

the actual reason, for such a novel system in Malabar. 

According to rent roll the number. of landholders with 

substantial land in possession was comparatively. 

smaller in Malabar than other district. Substantial 

landlorders paying more than Rs. 1000 in Malabar was 

only 24, while their number was 210 in Tanjore, 59 in 

Tinnavely, 50 in Trichinapally and 29 in Canara. Like 

13. T.C. Varghese (op.cit) p.28 

14. Papers relating to revision of the Village accounts 
(op.cit) para 124. 



that whcn Mnlnbnr l ~ a d  1,52,944 Pnt:l-ntlnrn 1)nyi1l\ j  I > c l o w  

Rs.10, it was 77,231 in Salem, 87,238 in South Arcott, 

and 71,231 in Gudappa district. This shows that the 

number of revenue payees were larger in Malabar than 

other districts. The total number of Pattadar is 

estimated at 3,40,425. 15 

But, was the rent roll exhibiting the actual 

individual possession of landed wealth ? The answer 

will be negative. The rent roll was not altogether a 

criterion for the wealth of the district. The large 

number of small landholders in Malabar, arises partly 

from the greater number being engaged in agriculture 

and partly from the great extent of coconut gardens, 

which are held in small plots, by poor pattadars as 

their limited homestead. Of the total 0.58 million 

acres of land under cultivation, only 0.08 million 

acres was garden cultivation and the remaining 0.50 

million acres was under wet land cultivation.17 At the 

sametime 1/4 of the land revenue was collected from 

this very limited garden lands. This vividly shows 

15. See table 5-5 in Page.314. 

16. Papers relating to revision of the village accounts 
(op.cit) para 23 

17. Ward and Corner, A Descriptive Memoir of Malabar 
(Madras 1826) p.4 



t h a t  a  l a r g e  number of p a t t a d a r s  i n  t h e  r e n t  r o l l  w e r e  

t h e  p o o r  l a n d h o l d e r s  whose names w e r e  e n t e r e d  t h e r e i n  

f o r  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  a r e a  of homes tead  g a r d e n  l a n d s ,  a n d  

t h e  w e t  l a n d s  w e r e  m o s t l y  h e l d  b y  s u b s t a n t i a l  j e n m i s .  

R e a l l y  0.748 o f  t h e  P a t t d a r s  were p a y i n g  30% of t h e  

r e v e n u e  i n  M a l a b a r ,  w h i l e  63 .4% of t h e  P a t t a d a r s  w e r e  

p a y i n g  20% o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  i n  1 8 4 9 .  So t h e  a v e r a g e  

r e v e n u e  p a i d  by t h i s  63 .4  % o f  P a t t a d a r s  was Rs.1.60 

where  a s  0.74% P a t t a d a r s  p a i d  Rs.206.  So  t h e  a c t u a l  

p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l a n d  by  s u b s t a n t i a l  j e n m i s  was v e r y  

h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  

Moreover ,  i t  f r e q u e n t l y  happened  t h a t  t h e  

s u b s t a n t i a l  j e n m i s  h o l d  p a t t h a  i n  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  b u t  

i n  t h e  r e n t  r o l l s  h e  was e x h i b i t e d  as  a s m a l l  p a t t a d a r .  

I n  f a c t  h e  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  jenmi.  I n  t h e  same manner  

t h e  l a n d s  of a n  u n d i v i d e d  f a m i l y  t h o u g h  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  

same v i l l a g e ,  a re  o f t e n  e x h i b i t e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  i n s t e a d  

of i n  a g g r e g a t e  i n c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h e i r  s t a n d i n g  

r e g i s t e r e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  names. The c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e f o r e  

c o n t a i n e d  more s u b s t a n t i a l  l a n d l o r d s  t h a n  i s  t o  b e  

i n f e r r e d  f rom t h e  r e n t  ro l l s .  S i n c e  many of t h e  

s u b s t a n t i a l  j c n n i i s  had  a l r e a d y  a s s i g n e d  t hc 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p a y i n g  gove rnmen t  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e i r  

t e n a n t s  b y  s t i p u l a t i n g  it i n  t h e  deeds, t h e y  s i g n e d ,  

t h e s e  t e n a n t s  names a l s o  may h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  r e n t  



r o l l  a s  p a t t a d a r s .  So  t h e  number o f  p a t t a d a r s  w e r e  

l a r g e ,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  l a n d  owner s  w e r e  v e r y  less. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t  a l l  t h e s e  p a t t a d a r s  

shown i n  t h e  r e n t  r o l l ,  w e r e  t r e a t e d  a s  r y o t s .  

S h o r t l y  t h e  l a n d  i n  M a l a b a r  w a s  n e v e r  e v e n l y  

d i s t r i b u t e d  a n d  it was n e i t h e r  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  

a d o p t i o n  o f  a  r y o t w a r i  s e t t l e m e n t .  Though t h e  r e n t  r o l l  

e x h i b i t e d  a  l a r g e  number of p a t t a d a r s  t h e  l a n d  w a s  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a  f e w  h a n d s .  The  company o f f i c i a l s  
V4- 

u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  i t  was e a s y  t o  col lec t  r c v c n u c  f rom 

t h e s e  s e v e r a l  h o l d e r s  b y  name r y o t w a r i ,  a n d  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  t h e  l a n d e d  j enmis  a n d  t h e i r  l a n d  would  b e  

u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  r e v e n u e  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  

government .  

Hence,  t h e  b u r d e n  of l a n d  r e v e n u e  f e l l  

p r i m a r i l y  o n  t h o s e  who were d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  l a n d  -- t h e  t e n a n t s  a n d  s m a l l  l a n d l o r d s  

who c u l t i v a t e d  t h e i r  l a n d  t h e m s e l v e s .  L e g a l l y  t h e  

r e v e n u e  w a s  t o  bc r e a l i z e d  f r o m  t h e  l a n d h o l d e r s ,  i n  

whose names l a n d  w a s  r e g i s t e r e d .  B u t  s i n c e  t h e i r  

a b i l i t y  t o  d i s c h a r g e  it depended  upon t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  

col lect  t h e  r e n t s  f rom t h e i r  t e n a n t s ,  d i s t r i c t  

o f f i c i a l s  f o l l o w e d  a  p o l i c y  of e x p e d i e n c y  a n d  t r i e d  t o  

r e a l i s e  t h e '  r e v e n u e  f r o m  whomsoever it w a s  e a s y  t o  

r e a l i z e  -- i n  some cases from t h e  l a n d l o r d s  i n  o t h e r s  



f r o m  t e n a n t s ,  a n d  i n  y e t  o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  

c u l t i v a t o r s .  l8 C o n s e q u e n t l y  a l l  t h e  a d v e r s e  effects  

emerged o u t  o f  p r i c e  v a r i a t i o n ,  o v e r - a s s e s s m e n t ,  

s e a s o n a l  f l u c t u a t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  n a t u r a l  

calamities h a d  t o  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  a c t u a l  

r e v e n u e  p a y e e s .  

So w h a t s o e v e r  b e  t h e  s y s t e m  of r e v e n u e  

a d m i n s i t r a t i o n  p u r s u e d  b y  t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  

M a l a b a r ,  it c o u l d  n o t  a c h i e v e  a n y  of t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of a  

r y o t w a r i  s y s t e m ,  b u t  , t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a l l  t h e  

d i s a d v a n t a g e s  of s u c h  a  s y s t e m .  

Under t h e  r y o t w a r i  s y s t e m  of r e v e n u e ,  

c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  w e r e  a  b u s i n e s s  o f  

t h e  r y o t  a l o n e ,  a n d  h e  h a d  t o  p a y  o n l y  a  s t i p u l a t e d  

r e n t .  T h i s  n o t  o n l y  improved  t h e  economic  s t a t u s  of 

t h e  r y o t  b u t  a l s o  of t h e  gove rnmen t .  T h i s  g e n e r a l  

p r o s p e r i t y  c o ~ i l d  make m o r e  p r o p r i e t o r s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  

f a r m e r s  a n d  a l s o  c o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  number of common 

l a b o u r e r s .  Moreover ,  u n d e r  t h e  r y o t w a r i  s y s t e m  t h e  

r e m i s s i o n s  of r e v e n u e  on a c c o u n t  of v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  

c o u l d  b e n e f i t  t h e  p r i m a r y  p r o d u c e r s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  a 

c o r d i a l  a n d  close r e l a t i o n  c o u l d  be m a i n t a i n e d  be tween  

18 .  T h a c k a r y ' s  R e p o r t  p a r a 2 4  T h i s  anomaly  was r e c t i f i e d  
o n l y  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  when Jenmem r e g i s t r a t i o n  was u n d e r  
t a k e n .  



t h e  government  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e .  More a n d  more w a s t e  

l a n d s  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  

n e g l i g e n c e  of c u l t i v a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d .  Above a l l  

t h e  gove rnmen t  would  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i m p r o v i n g  i t s  own 

s h a r e  of r e v e n u e  b y  g i v i n g  a i d s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  for  

c u l t i v a t i o n  b y  t h e  r y o t ,  when t h e r e  d o  n o t  a r ise  a n y  

i n t e r m e d i a r y  p a r t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  gove rnmen t  a n d  t h e  

r y o t  . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  r e v e n u e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o l l o w e d  i n  M a l a b a r ,  could enjoy none  of 

t h e  m e r i t s .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  l i k e  a  

huge expend i tu re  f o r  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  on a c c o u n t  o f  

employing  a  l a r g e  number o f  r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  

c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  among a  l a r g e  number of 

p a t t a d a r s ,  a n d  a non-permanancy o f  a f i x e d  r e v e n u e  

c o l l e c t i o n  e tc .  w e r e  e x i s t i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  s y s t e m .  

ALIENATION OF LAND FROM THE PEASANTRY 

The f u n d a m e n t a l  i d e a  i n  t h e  M a l a b a r  l a n d  

system was " p r o t e c t i o n "  a n d  " s u p e r v i s i o n "  r a t h e r  t h a n  

" o w n e r h s i p "  i n  t h e  modern s e n s e .  B u t  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n  a n d  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  m i n o r i t y  was 

1 9 .  D.N. D i n a g h a r e  A g r a r i a n  c o n l f i c t ,  R e l i g i o n  a n d  
Politics. The  Mapp i l a  R e b e l l i o n  i n  M a l a b a r  i n  t h e  
1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  i n  p e a s a n t  movement 
i n  I n d i a .  1920-1950 ( N e w  D e l h i  1 9 8 6 )  p.59 



bes towed  w i t h  power a n d  p r e s t i g e  d e p e n d i n g  l a r g e l y  on  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  B r a h m a n i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  

They w e r e  made, a s  r e f e r r e d  a b o v e ,  f u l l  owner s  of t h e  

l a n d s  w i t h  n o  r e s t r i c t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  t e n a n t s .  20 The company o f f i c i a l s  a s s e r t e d  

t h a t  " A l m o s t  t h e  who le  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  M a l a b a r ,  

c u l t i v a t e d  o r  u n c u l t i v a t e d  i s  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h e l d  

by jenmam r i g h t  which  c o n v e y s  f u l l  a b s o l u t e  p r o p e r t y  i n  

t h e  s o i l  '21 T h i s  a s s e r t i o n  b r o u g h t  e v e n  w a s t e  l a n d s  

u n d e r  jenmam p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  it v i r t u a l l y  e n d e d  i n  t h e  

a l i e n a t i o n  of l a n d  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  c u l t i v a t o r s .  

E a r i l e r  t h e  w a s t e  a n d  marshy  l a n d s ,  wh ich  w e r e  l y i n g  

free a n d  u n o c c u p i e d  were b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  b y  

c u l t i v a t i n g  t e n a n t s  a n d  l a b o u r e r s ,  a t  t h e i r  own 

i n t e r e s t .  B u t  o n c e  t h e  j enmis  were d e c l a r e d  t h e  sole 

owners  of l a n d ,  it c r e a t e d  h u r d l e s  on  t h e  way of t h e  

a c t u a l  c u l t i v a t o r ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  r u l e s ,  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  payments  f o r  b r i n g i n g  s u c h  l a n d s  u n d e r  

c u l t i v a t i o n .  T h i s  v i r t u a l l y  d i s o u r a g e d  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  

it l e d  t o  r u i n  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Moreover ,  t h e s e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  j e n m i s ,  who owned 

t h e  l a n d s ,  i n d u l g e d  i n  p l e a s u r e s  of l i f e  a n d  w e r e  

2 0 .  E.M.S. Namboodi r ipad  ( o p . c i t )  p .59 .  

2 1 .  T h a k k a r y ' s  r e p o r t  p .3 .  



a v e r s e  t o w a r d s  a g r a r i a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  They d i d  n o t  

i n v e s t  money i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  work was a s s i g n e d  

t o  t h e  l o w e r  t e n u r e  h o l d e r s  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  t e n u r e s .  B u t  

t h e s e  u n d e r t e n u r e  h o l d e r s  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  i n v e s t  money 

i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  on a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  p o o r  economic  s t a t u s  

a n d  a l s o  d u e  t o  t h e  non-permanency o f  t h e i r  t e n u r e  a n d  

i n s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  money t h e y  i n v e s t  i n  t h e  j e n m i s  

l a n d .  T h e s e  l o w e r  t e n u r e  h o l d e r s  t h e r e f o r e  c u l t i v a t e d  

t h e  l a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  a b i l i t y  a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  own 

manpower. When n e i t h e r  t h e  gove rnmen t  came fo rward  t o  

e n c o u r a g e  a g r i c u l t u r e  b y  g i v i n g  economic  a i d  f o r  

i r r i g a t i o n  p u r p o s e  e tc ,  it l e d  t o  t h e  r u i n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  Even i f  a n y  t e n a n t  was a b l e  t o  i n v e s t  

money i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  e v i c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  

e x t r a v a g a n t  demands f r o m  t h e  jenmi  d i s c o u r a g e d  him. 

The b a s i c  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  economic  b a c k w a r d n e s s  of 

Malaba r  i n  modern a g e s  emerged  o u t  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

A n o t h e r  : r e s u l t  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e  

c u l t i v a t i o n  l a n d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  n o n - c u l t i v a t i n g  j e n m i s  

w a s  s u b - i n f e u d a t i o n ,  a n d  i t s  s e q u e l ,  t h e  r ise of t h ' e  

Kanakka r s  t o  s o c i a l  a n d  economic  p r o m i n a n c e .  A 

s u b s t a n t i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Kanakkar  h e l d  l a n d  u n d e r  

Kanam t e n u r e ,  b u t  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n .  They 

b e i n g  m o s t l y  u p p e r  c a s t e  N a i r s ,  d i d  n o t  u n d e r t a k e  

c u l t i v a t i o n  b u t  s u b - l e a s e d  t h e  l a n d  on  Verumpat tam or 



f o r  c r o p - s h a r i n g .  The  e x t e n t  of l a n d  u n d e r  s u c h  l e a s  

was q u t i e  e x t e n s i v e .  So  t h e s e  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  were t h u s  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a  r e n t - r e c e i v i n g  a n d  r e n t - p a y i n g  class 

who a p p r o p r i a t e d  a  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  of t h e  r e n t  f rom t h e  

c u l t i v a t o r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  number of money l e n d i n g  

i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  a l s o  among them. They a l s o  t r i e d  t o  

rea l ise  a good p o r t i o n  of t h e  p r o d u c e  fo r  t h e i r  ro le  i n  

t h e  a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  The s o c i a l  a n d  economic  

p rominence  o f  t h i s  i n t e r m e d i a r y  Kanakkar  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s  

h a d  made s e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  i n  M a l a b a r  s o c i e t y .  

UNSCIENTIFIC METHQDS IN ASSESSMENT, SHARE DIVISION AND 

PRICE-CALCULATIONS 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y t e m ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

o f  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c e  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  d i f f i c u l t  

t a s k .  I t  was a  method  o f  f i n d i n g  how much p a r r a h s  of 

s e e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  w e t  l a n d  r e q u i r e d ,  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  

c a p a c i t y  or  t h e  m u l t i p l e  o u t - t u r n  of t h e  s o i l  was 

c a l c u l a t e d  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i t s  f e r t i l i t y .  S o  b a s e d  on  

t h e s e  two  a s p e c t s  t h e  r e n t  of a l a n d  was f i x e d  a t  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  number o f  p a r r a h s  o f  seed f o r  wh ich  a  m a r k e t  

v a l u e  was a l so  f i x e d  by  t h e  gove rnmen t .  L i k e w i s e  on 

g a r d e n  l a n d s  t h e  number of t rees w e r e  c o u n t e d .  T h i s  

method w a s  a r b i t r a r y .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  of 

t h e  l a n d  was v a r y i n g  v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l a g e  a n d  e v e n  g a r d e n  

t o  g a r d e n  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o d u c e  o f  e a c h  l a n d  c a n n o t  be 



f i x e d  so e a s i l y .  I n  M a l a b a r  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  of 

l a n d  v a r i e d  f rom a n  a v e r a g e  o f  1 :5  t o  1 :15 ,  a n d  a t  t h e  

l a r q e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  f rom 1 : 3  t o  1 :20 .  Moreover  t h e  

e x p e n s e  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  a l s o  was v a r y i n g  a t  a n  hiqhcr 

d i f f e r e n c e .  So t h e s e  t w o  a s p e c t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  b y  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h o u t  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

s u r v e y  of t h e  l a n d .  The c o n s e q u e n c e  w a s  l a r g e  

d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t .  I t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  

none  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p o o r  c u l t i v a t i n g  class.  I t  l a i d  

h e a v y  b u r d e n  o f  l a n d  r e v e n u e  on  t h e  weake r  r a t h e r  t h a n  

on t h e  b e t t e r - o f f  s e c t i o n s .  

T h i s  method o f  a s s e s s m e n t  g a v e  v i l l a g e  

o f f i c i a l s  , c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  f i x i n g  l a n d  

r e v e n u e .  S i n c e  a s s e s s m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  b a s e d  on 

measurement  o f  l a n d ,  t h e y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e i r  

a c c o u n t s .  Drawn p r e d o m i n a n t l y  from l a n d e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  

t h e y  w e r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  u n d e r  a s s e s s  t h e i r  own l a n d s  a n d  

t h o s e  o f  p e r s o n s  who c o u l d  b r i b e  or  o t h e r w i s e  i n f l u e n c e  

them a n d  make u p  t h e  d e f i c i t  b y  o v e r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  

l a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  less o r  no  i n f l u e n c e .  One 

A s s i s t a n t  Co l lec to r  w r o t e  i n  1 8 2 9 ,  t h a t  t h e  g a r d e n s  o f  

a l l  A d h i k a r i s  a n d  Menons a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  

s h a m e f u l l y  u n d e r t a x e d .  The same r e m a r k  i s  a p p l i c a b l e  

t o  t h o s e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  o p u l e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  who w e r e  able 

t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s .  W h i l s t ,  



on  t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e  g a r d e n s  o f  a l l  t h e  p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  

are  a s s e s s e d  so  h i g h  t h a t  t h e s e  p o o r  c r e a t u r e s  c a n n o t  

P a y  t h e  p u b l i c  r e v e n u e  o u t  o f  t h e  p a t t a m  or 

p r o p r i e t o r ' s  n e t  r e n t  w i t h o u t  t h e  s a l e  o f  some of t h e  

h o u s e h o l d  f u r n i t u r e .  22 

B u t  p r o p o s a l s  t o  correct t h i s  w e r e  n e g l e c t e d  

b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  Under . .  t h e  company s y s t e m  of 

r e v e n e u ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  o f  p r o d u c e  w e n t  t o  t h e  non- 

c u l t i v a t i n g  j e n m i s ,  i n t e r m e d i a r y  K a n a k k a r ,  a n d  t o  t h e  

gove rnmen t .  When 4/12 o f  t h e  n e t  p r o d u c e  w e n t  t o  t h e  

c u l t i v a t o r ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  h a d  n o  d i r e c t  or  

i n d i r e c t  ro le  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  j e n m i s  

who d i d  n o t h i n g  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  n o r  f o r  i n v e s t i n g  

money s h a r e d  t h e  r e s i d u e  i n  4 .8 /12  a n d  3 .2/12 

p r o p o r t i o n s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Here t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a r e  

becomes m o r e  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  j enmi  a n d  t h a t  of t h e  

t e n a n t .  When t h e  j enmi  t r i e d  t o  maximise t h e  p a t t a m  

t h r o u g h  f o u l  a n d  u n f a i r  m e t h o d s ,  i t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

augmen ted  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a r e  a l s o  a s  it w a s  g e n e r a l l y  

a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a t t a m .  

Moreover  t h e  s h a r e  o f  a l o w e r  t e n u r e  h o l d e r  

was  a l w a y s  f r o m  t h e  o n l y  p l o t  of l a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  b y  

2 2 .  A s s i s t a n t  C o l l e c t o r  t o  t h e  C o l l e c t o r  of M a l a b a r  24 
J a n u a r y  1 8 2 9 .  BRP ~ 0 1 . 1 1 8 7 .  pp.4191-92.  



h i m s e l f ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  h i g h e r  t e n u r e  h o l d e r s  g e n e r a l l y  
+ 

h a d  t h e i r  s h a r e  f r o m  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p l o t  of l a n d  

c u l t i v a t e d  by many o t h e r  t e n a n t s .  I n  c a s e  of a  

subs taliClrrl jc\r11111 LII i u  was llulidrcdv oL k i ~ r ~ c s  nlorc t h a n  

a t e n a n t ' s  s h a r e  o f  p r o d u c e ,  a s  t h e  former h a d  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  a r e a  o f  jenmam l a n d  a n d  i t  was s u b l e a s e d  t o  a  

number of v a r i o u s  t e n u r e  h o l d e r s .  

More t h a n  o v e r - a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  u n e q u a l  

a s s e s s m e n t  t h e  d i s p a r i t y  be tween  p r e v a i l i n g  m a r k e t  

p r i c e s  a n d  t h e  r a t e s  a d o p t e d  by  t h e  gove rnmen t  fo r  

v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c e  i n  m o n e t a r y  terms f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

of r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  w a s  a s o u r c e  o f  distress f o r  t h e  

p e a s a n t r y .  The gove rnmen t  s h a r e  (6/10 of t h e  p a t t a m )  

w a s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  c a s h ,  f i x i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  r a t e  on 

t h e  b a s i s  of a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t e n  

y e a r s .  23 The r a t e  t h u s  a r r i v e d  a t  was i n v a r i a b l y  

h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r i c e .  T h i s  p r e s s e d  h a r d  t h e  

c u l t i v a t o r  b e c a u s e ,  t h e  r e v e n u e  t o  t h e  gove rnmen t  was 

paid f rom t h e  r e n t  ( p a t t a m )  b y  t h e  c u l t i v a t o r  h i m s e l f  

a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s h a r e  f o r  t h e  j enmis  a l s o  was p a i d  b y  

him. I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  some of t h e  j enmis  a l s o  i n s i s t e d  

t o  g e t  t h e i r  s h a r e  i n  c a s h .  So t h e  t o t a l  p a t t a m  ( t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a n d  t h e  j e n m i ' s  s h a r e )  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  

- - -  - 

23.  MDR Vol.  2313  pp.115-24 



t o  make t h i s  payment .  So i n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  r e v e n u e  was 

6/10 o f  t h e  p a t t a m  b u t  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  amounted t o  t h e  

whole  of t h e  r e n t  o r  more.  Again  t h e  s e a s o n a l  

f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  p r i c e s  a l s o  w e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  w i s h e s  of 

t h e  t e n a n t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  h a r v e s t  s e a s o n  o r  when h e  h a d  

enough t o  s e l l ,  t h e  v a l u e  w a s  q u i t e  m e a g r e ,  w h i l e  

d u r i n g  t h e  n o n - h a r v e s t  s e a s o n  when h e  h a d  t o  b o r r o w  

money, a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  h e  h a d  t o  p a y  d o u b l e .  

T h i s  h e l p e d  none  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  money l e n d e r s  a t  t h e  

cost  of t h e  p o o r  a g r i c u l t u r i s t s .  

LANDLORD OPPRESSION AND EXPLOITATION OF THE PEASANTRY 

With  t h e  newly a c q u i r e d  r i g h t s  a n d  powers  t h e  

j e n m i s  began  t o  p e r p e t r a t e  s e v e r e  a n d  i n t e n s e  

o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  T h i s  

became a  r e g u l a r  phenomenon i n  M a l a b a r  d u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t ,  a s  t h e  j e n m i s  h a d  

been armed w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v i c t i o n .  The  t e n a n t s  

l i v e d  i n  p e r p e t u a l  f e a r  of e v i c t i o n  t h a t  m o s t  of t h e  

r y o t s  were c h r o n i c a l l y  i n  d e b t ,  a n d  t h e  t e n a n t s  w e r e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  v e r u m p a t t a k a r  

h o l d i n g  l a n d  on a  y e a r  t o  y e a r  b a s i s  a n d  w e r e  d r i v e n  

o u t  of t h e i r  l a n d  t o  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n .  2 4  The 

o r i g i n  of t h i s  m i s e r y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Logan ,  was t h e  l a n d  

2 4 .  Logan V o l .  I p . 5 8 3  



r e v e n u e  p o l i c y  wh ich  e n a b l e d  t h e  jenmi  t o  e n h a n c e  r e n t  

a n d  impose  e x c e s s i v e  r e n e w a l  fees a n d  o t h e r  e x a c t i o n s  

b y  r e s o r t i n g  t o  f r e q u e n t  e v i c t i o n s .  The t h r e a t  of 

e v i c t i o n  was m o r e  h a r m f u l  t h a n  i t s  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  a s  

it e n h a n c e d  t h e  c h a n c e s  of t h e  jenmi  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  

t e n a n t  t h r o u g h  m e l c h a r t h s  ( o v e r  l e a s e )  , enhancemen t  o f  

r e n t ,  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  v e r y  h i g h  r e n e w a l  fees,  e x a c t i o n s  

of s e v e r a l  i l l e g a l  r e n t s  a n d  f e u d a l  l e v i e s .  B y  t h e  

a c t u a l  e v i c t i o n ,  t h e  t e n a n t  w a s  d e p r i v e d  of t h e  r i g h t  

t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  l a n d  which  h e  was p o s s e s s i n g  f o r  l o n g  

s i n c e .  

When r i s e  i n  p r i c e s  l e d  t o  t h e  demand f o r  l a n d  

by  t h e  m i d d l e  of 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  became q u i t e  common 

a n  a f f a i r  a n d  t e n a n t s  w e r e  e v i c t e d  e a s i l y  on a n y  f l i m s y  

g r o u n d s .  " I n a b i l i t y  t o  g i v e  r e n t  i n  t i m e ,  i n a d e q u a c y  

of c u s t o m a r y  p r e s e n t s ,  i m p r o p e r  p u b l i c  o b e i s a n c e  o r  

e v e n  a s l i p  of t o n g u e  d u r i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n "  w e r e  

s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  f o r  e v i c t i o n  of a  t e n a n t  f r o m  h i s  

25 
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  . Such e v i c t i o n  u s u a l l y  t o o k  p l a c e  

e v e n  from a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s ,  j u s t  when t h e  t rees began  t o  

b e a r ,  or  b e f o r e  r e a p i n g  t h e  s t a n d i n g  c r o p s .  Lands  of 

p o o r  widows a n d  o r p h a n s  a l s o  were n o t  d e v o i d  of from 

s u c h  p r a c t i c e s .  To s e n d  a  p e t i t i o n  of c o m p l a i n t  

25 .  K.N. P a n i k k a r  ( e d . )  P e a s a n t  P r o t e s t s  a n d  R e v o l t s  i n  
M a l a b a r  ( N e w  Del-hi  1 9 9 0 )  p . X  



a g a i n s t  t h e  j enmi ,  o r  r e f u s a l  t o  g i v e  u p  t h e  jenmam 

t i t l e  t o  o t h e r  l a n d s ,  or  o b j e c t i o n  f o r  c u t t i n g  b e a r i n g  

trees etc. 'were c o n s i d e r e d  a s h e e r  d i s r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

j enmi ,  a n d  h e  r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  of e v i c t i o n  of 

s u c h  t e n a n t s  e v e n  a f t e r  d u e  payment  of r e n e w a l  fees. 

N e i t h e r  j u d i c i a l  n o r  c i v i l  a p p a r a t u s  of t h e  

government  was d i r e c t e d  t o  g i v e  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  p e a s a n t  

from t h e s e  o p p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  it 

f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  jenmi  t o  make t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  more 

i n t e n s i v e  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c .  A c t u a l l y ,  w i t h  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  l a w  c o u r t s ,  it became e a s i e r  

f o r  t h e  jenmi t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  r e n e w a l  fees a n d  r e n t  by  a  

s i m p l e  t h r e a t  o f  l e g a l  e v i c t i o n  i f  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  pay .  26  

So t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v i c t i o n  b e s t o w e d  upon t h e  j enmis  was a  

b i g  b low t o  t h e  p o o r  t e n a n t s ,  a s  it h e l p e d  t h e  jenmi  t o  

e x a c t  r a c k - r e n t s .  

E v i c t i o n  w a s  almost u n h e a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  pre- 

c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  They came t o  vogue  w i t h  t h e  

deve lopmen t  of a m a r k e t  i n  kanam l a n d  a n d  power 

c o n f e r r e d  o n  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  b y  t h e  r e v e n u e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  

p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  v i ewed  t h a t  

e v i c t i o n s  w e r e  h a r d l y  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u c h  a v iew.  

2 6 .  Powel ,  p .181;  Logan,  Vo1.I  pp.588-724. 
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F i r s t l y  i n  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  e v i c t i o n s  d i d  n o t  make 

s e r i o u s  e f fec t  a s  t h e r e  was enough  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  

l a n d ,  making t h e  l a n d l o r d  n o t  a b l e  t o  b a r g a i n ,  a n d  t h e  

t e n a n t s  c o u l d  g o  s e e k i n g  f o r  f r e s h  l a n d s .  S o  e v i c t i o n  

was n o t  a  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  t e n a n t s  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  

s t a g e .  S e c o n d l y  t h e  data  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  

w e r e  u s u a l l y  j u d i c i a l ,  a n d  t h e y  do n o t  i n i d c a t e  t h e  

a c t u a l  e v i c t i o n ,  a s  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h e  j e n m i s  were a b l e  

t o  eject  t e n a n t s  w i t h o u t  r e s o r t i n g  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  of 

l a w .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  w e r e  t h a t  t h e  t e n a n t s  were 

u n a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  a n y  r e c e i p t  o r  o t h e r  documen t s  f o r  

t h e  payment o f  h i s  r e n t  t o  t h e  j enmi ,  a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  

system of s u c h  i s s u a n c e ,  a n d  to demand s u c h  a  receipt 

i t se l f  w a s  a r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  e j e c t i o n .  W i t h o u t  a n y  

e v i d e n c e  t h e  t e n a n t  was n o t  a b l e  t o  s u e  i n  l a w  c o u r t ,  

whe re  h e  c o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  j u s t i c e .  So  t h e  t e n a n t s  w e r e  

c l e a r l y  a t  t h e  mercy  of l a n d l o r d s .  The r u l e s  a n d  

r e g u a l t i o n s  o f  t h e ' ~ r i t i s h  c o u r t  w e r e  t o o  i n t r i c a t e  and  

i n a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p o o r  t e n a n t s  t o  a p p r o a c h .  The 

f i n a n c i a l  i n c a p a c i t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  j u d i c i a l  e v i d e n c e  

f o u n d  t h e  t e n a n t  h e l p l e s s  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  r i g h t  i n  t h e s e  

c o u r t s .  Above a l l ,  t h e  p o o r  l o w  caste t e n a n t s  d i d  n o t  

e x p e c t  j u s t i c e  from t h e  Muns i f  who m o s t l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  

t h e  u p p e r  c a s t e  l a n d  owning f a m i l i e s  of M a l a b a r .  
2 7  

27. RMSC. p.58 



The  number of e v i c t i o n ,  howeve r ,  w a s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  H i k e  i n  prices,  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  d e c l i n e  of h a n d i c r a f t  

i n d u s t r i e s ,  r u i n  of t r a d e  a n d  commerce, a n d  t h e i r  

r e f l e c t i o n  i n  e x p o r t  a n d  a c o n s e q u e n t  unemployment  h a d  

l e d  more p e o p l e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  S o  t h e  o v e r -  

a c c o m o d a i t o n  of t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  made 

demand f o r  l a n d .  T h i s  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  j enmi  f o r  

b a r g i n i n g  o f  h i s  l a n d  a n d  when t h e  j u d i c i a r y  a l s o  w a s  

i n  h i s  f a v o u r  t h e  p r o c e s s  of e v i c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  

considerably. T h e  ea r l i e s t  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  of e v i c t i o n  

shows t h a t  a n  a v e r a g e  1 , 1 4 0  cases y e a r l y  were f i l e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1842-52.  28 

T h e s e  s u i t s  of e v i c t i o n  i n  c o u r t s  w e r e  m o s t l y  

b e t w e e n  l a n d o w n i n g  j e n m i s  a n d  t h e  n o n - c u l t i v a t i n g  

K a n a k k a r s .  2 9  The  l a t t e r  b e i n g  e q u a l l y  p o w e r f u l  i n  

f i n a n c i a l  a b i l i t y  a n d  knowledge  of c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  

a l so  i n f l u e n c i a l  N a i r s ,  c o u l d  resist t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  

j e n m i s .  The  u n f o r t u n a t e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a l s o  w a s  

28 .  C o r r e s p o n d a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  R e l a t i o n  o f  l a n d l o r d  
a n d  t e n a n t s  i n  M a l a b a r  1852-56 p .8  

29 .  E v i c t i o n  s u i t s  by H i n d u s  a g a i n s t  Mus l ims  w e r e  232 ,  
H i n d u s  a g a i n s t  H indus  6 8 0 ,  a n d  Mus l ims  a g a i n s t  
H i n d u s  73 a n d  Mus l ims  a g a i n s t  Mus l ims  1 5 5 ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  y e a r l y  a v e r a g e  c i t e d  i n  I b i d .  
T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  h i g h e s t  number of s u i t s  w e r e  
H indus  a g a i n s t  H i n d u s .  



competition to appropriate the largest share from the 

peasant surplus. 

'Melcharth' was another device adopted by the 

jenmis against his tenant to maximise rent or to expel 

him. It is an over-lease given by the jenmi to a third 

party superseding the existing kanam right of tenant or 

kanakkaran,before the expiry of the stipulated period 

of the lease or 12 years. Often rnelcharth was used as 

a cover, by granting them to close relative, for 

instituting legal proceedings against tenants. The 

interior motive of this was to enhance rent. But this 

was, comparatively later originated as a device when 

the eviction was increasingly contested by the 

kanakkaran or tenant. However, this was one of the 

instruments of oppression the landlord adopted against 

his under tenure holders, making use of the power and 

rights bestowed by the company government. 

'Polichezhuthu' or renewal of kanam deed was 

another device that the jenmi used as a method of 

oppression demanding additional dues from his tenants. 

Usually the polichezhuthu was done only at the end of 

12 years or on the death of either the jenmi or the 

lease holder. Earlier the amount of renewal fee 

exacted by the jenmi at the time of polichezhuthu was 

10% of the kanappanam in favour of the original holder 



a n d  2 0 %  i n  c a s e  of  a  new incumben t .  Bu t  l a t e r  t h i s  

amount  was i n c r e a s e d  a b u n d a n t l y  u p t o  more t h a n  t h e  

kanappanam a n d  t h e  jenrni a l s o  demanded g i f t s  on t h e s e  

o c c a s i o n s .  S o  e a c h  r e n e w a l  became a  g r e a t e r  b u r d e n  

t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e a s e .  

S h o r t l y ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  permanancy  o f  kanam 

t e n u r e  a n d  t h e  t e n a n t ' s  f r e e  power of t r a n s f e r  of h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h o l d i n g  was l o s t  now. 

Above a l l ,  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  r e v i v e d  t h e  e x a c t i o n  

of f e u d a l  d u e s  a s  u s u a l ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  gove rnmen t  h a d  

f o r b a d e  it i n  t h e o r y .  So  u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  of e x t r a  

paymen t s ,  f i n e s ,  g i f t s ,  demands of p r o d u c e ,  e tc .  t h e  

t e n a n t  h a d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  many i l l e g a l  d u e s  t o  t h e  

j e n m i ' s  c o n f e r  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e .  Thus ,  t h e  company r u l e  

e x a l t e d  o n e  of t h e  c o - p r o p r i e t o r ,  ( t h e  j e n m i s )  a n d  

pushed  t h e  o t h e r 5  t o  t h e  w a l l  a n d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a l l  

t y p e s  of e x p l o i t a t i o n  b y  t h e  former t o  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  

l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  M a l a b a r .  

FEUDAL RELICS CONTINUED 

I n  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  company 

government  i n  M a l a b a r ,  it h a d  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  f e u d a l  

l e v e i s  t o  t h e  r a j a s  a n d  c h i e f t a i n s .  T h i s  was of 

c o u r s e  a  p o s i t i v e  s t e p .  B u t  t h e  p r i m a r y  m o t i v e  f o r  

t h i s  mus t  be v iewed f rom a  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  company 



g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  f e u d a l  c u s t o m s  of 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  

The p o l i c y  o f  t h e  company gove rnmen t  i n  

m a t t e r s  o f  c u s t o m s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  of i t s  f o r e i g n  

domin ions  was n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  a s  it would b e  f a t a l  t o  

t h e  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y .  B u t  t h i s  was a 

p o l i c y  of e x p e d i e n c y ,  a s  it w a s  a d o p t e d  o n l y  w h e r e  a n d  

when it d i d  n o t  g o  a g a i n s t  i t s  i n t e r e s t .  I n  c a s e  of 

s l a v e r y  a n d  s e v e r a l  n a t i v e  c u s t o m s  o f  inhuman n a t u r e ,  

t h i s  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  p o l i c y  was c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  

d e c a d e s  a n d  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  f o r  e v e r .  T . H .  Baba r  was 

of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  when t h e  B r i t i s h  came, i n s t e a d  of 

i m p r o v i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  a g r e s t i c  s l a v e s ,  t h e y  

30 
made it w o r s e  . The r e v e n u e  a n d  l a n d  p o l i c y  

i m p o v e r i s h e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  s l a v e s  much more  t h a n  

t h a t  was b e f o r e .  31 S e v e r a l  s u c h  c u s t o m s  o f  f e u d a l i s t i c  

n a t u r e  w e r e  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  company ' s  p e r i o d  w i t h  

m o r e  e n t h u s i a s m ,  b u t  t h e  gove rnmen t  n e v e r  i n t e r v i n e d .  

Bu t  i n  t h e  y e a r  1 7 9 3  i t s e l f  it p r o h i b i t e d  a l l  t h e  

f e u d a l  l e v i e s  b y  l aw .  T h i s  was n o t h i n g  b u t  f o r  u n d o i n g  

a l l  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  on  t h e  way o f  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  t o  

30 .  T . H .  Babe r  Appendix  t o  R e p o r t  f rom S e l e c t  c o m m i t t e e  
Vol . IV ( P u b l i c )  1 8 3 2  p.424 

31.  Ma jo r  Walker  R e p o r t  on  S l a v e r y  1 8 4 1  p.127 



t h e  company. B u t  it r e t a i n e d  t h e  f e u d a l  p r e v i l e g e s  o f  

d e s a v a l i s  where  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  i t s  m o n e t a r y  

. a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  3 2  

Bu t  e v e n  a f t e r  i t s  p r o h i b i t i o n  m o s t  of t h e  

f e u d a l  l e v i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t  a n d  i t  was a  g r e a t  

s o u r c e  of distress a n d  annoyance  fo r  t h e  c u l t i v a t i n g  

t e n a n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  company gove rnmen t .  

I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  when t h e  l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t  r i f t  began  t o  

b e  p ronounced  t h i s  t y p e  of l e v i e s  became more 

e x p l o i t a t i v e  as  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  t e n a n t  c o u l d  b e  e v i c t e d  

by t h e  jenmi .  

CORRUPTION AND COERCION 

The company ' s  E n g l i s h  s e r v a n t s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  

of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  t o  make q u i c k  f o r t u n e s  t h r o u g h  

i l l e g a l  a n d  u n e q u a l  t r a d e  a n d  f o r c i b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

b r i b e s  a n d  ' g i f t s '  f rom t h e  n a t i v e s .  So  t h e  e v i l s  

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of a  c o u n t r y  b y  a 

b a s i c a l l y  commerc i a l  company began  t o  emerge  i n  t h e  

f o r m  of c o r r u p t i o n .  Soon c o r r u p t i o n  became r i f e  i n  t h e  

r a n k s  of t h e  r e v e n u e  s t a f f ,  who made a common c a u s e  

w ~ ~ I I  Ll1~8 1 ( I I I C ~  L()I"c/!;  L ~ L I I I ~ ) ~ ' ~  VJ 1 L l l  c!c'('c]:! c111d ( 'C) l l  1 - l .  ~ I C L S  f;(> 

3 2 .  K K N  Kurup 'Modern K e r a l a '  S t u d i e s  i n  S o c i a l  a n d  
A g r a r i a n  R e l a t i o n s  ( D e l h i  1989) p.23.  



a s  t o  b e s t  s e r v e  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  b y  s u c h  

means a l s o  made t h e i r  own f o r t u n e s " .  33  

The modus o p e r a n d i  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  e x a c t i o n s  

a l s o  o c c a s i o n e d  f o r  c o r r u p t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  

r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  l a r g e  amounts  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

p o o r  c u l t i v a t o r s  w e r e  k e p t  a n d  e n j o y e d  by them a s  

u n a c c o u n t e d  money. T.H. B a b e r  w r i t e s ,  " t h e y  e x a c t e d  

f r o m  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d s  r u p e e s  on t h e i r  

p r i v a t e  a c c o u n t  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d  of C a r t a k a l l y  ( f e a t  a n d  

p l a y  money) .... The i n h a b i t a n t s  who c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

demands of t h e  r e v e n u e  o f f i c e r s  knew t h e y  would  b e  

annoyed  a t h o u s a n d  ways i f  t h e y  d a r e d  t o  p r e f e r  

c o m p l a i n t s  "34.  S h e r i s t a d a r s  a n d  p a r b u t t i e s  s t a r t e d  

seizing and sc1 1 i I I ~  I - l ~c  p r o p c r l - y  n l ~ d  p c r n o l ~ ; l l  c - T  Tcnkn 

of t h e  r e v e n u e  d e f a u l t e r s ,  e v e n  when it was n o t  

a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  C o e r c i v e  p r o c e s s  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  

of r e v e n u e  w a s  so i n  human t h a t  many o f  them h a d  t o  

s e l l  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d  t h i n g s  a n d  e v e n  t h e i r  l a n d  t o  p a y  

t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s .  I n s t a n c e s  o f  f i n e s  w e r e  f r e q u e n t  

a n d  p h y s i c a l  h a r a s s m e n t  was n o t  uncommon. The r e s u l t  

w a s  t h e  emergence  o f  a r e b e l l i o n  among t h o s e  who h a d  t o  

u n d e r g o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  p r a c t i c e s .  

3 3 .  D . N .  Dhanagha re ,  P e a s a n t  Movement i n  I n d i a  1920-50 
p .61  

34 .  Thomas H .  Babe r  t o  t h e  c h i e f  s e c r e t a r y  t o  g o v t .  on 
3 0 t h  March 1812.  



P r o v i s i o n s  fo r  f r a u d  a n d  d e c e i t  w e r e  p o s s i b l e  

by t h e  l a n d e d  r i c h  a l s o .  I n  Madras  P r e s i d e n c y  t h e  

company government  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  s e v e r a l  m i n o r  

i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  

economy, B u t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  seldom i n t r o d u c e d  i n  

Malabnr .  13ut i t  p r o v i  dcd  cncourngcmcn t  t o  Cnvcst 

p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  i n  d i g g i n g  w e l l s .  Such w e l l s  w e r e  

classed a s  ' o l d '  a n d  'new'  a n d  f o r  t h e  new o n e s  

r e d u c t i o n s  of r e v e n u e  was a l l o w e d .  T h i s  g a v e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  r i c h e r  s e c t i o n  of j e n m i s  t o  

c l a e e i f y  t h e i r  w e l l s ,  m o s t l y  o l d  o r  sometimes n o t  even 

e x i s t i n g ,  a s  new, t o  g e t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n .  S o  t h e  

gove rnmen t  c o n c e s s i o n  w e n t  t o  t h e  wrong h a n d s .  

S i n c e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s t r i c t  p r o c e d u r a l  

f o rma l i t i e s  f o r  : l and  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  name of i t s  

owner s ,  a n d  a l s o  a t  t h e  t i m e  of i t s  t r a n s f e r  t o  a n o t h e r  

p e r s o n ,  w i t h  a  correct s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e  fo r  

e a c h  p o r t i o n  of l a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o c c a s i o n s  

for f a l se  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s .  The  

l a x i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  who t r i e d  t o  f a l s i f y  

a c c o u n t s  c o u l d  d o  it e a s i l y .  I t  was a  p r a c t i c e  among 

t h e  l a n d e d  c l a s s  t o  t r a n s f e r  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  l a n d  t o  

a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  w i t h  a l i g h t  a s s e s s m e n t  of r e v e n u e  or  

s o m e t i m e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  r e v e n u e  on  it. So t h e  t o t a l  



r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  r e m a i n e d  on  t h e  rest o f  t h e  l a n d .  

T h i s  was done  w i t h  two p u r p o s e .  Such t r a n s a c t i o n  c o u l d  

f e t c h  a h i g h  v a l u e  f o r  t h a t  l a n d  wh ich  was so ld  w i t h o u t  

r e v e n u e  on it. And t h e  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  h e  c o u l d  

c o m p l a i n  as b e i n g  o v e r - a s s e s s e d ,  a n d  t r y  t o  g e t  

r e d u c t i o n .  T h i s  t y p e  of f r a u d  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

s u b s t a n t i a l  l a n d h o l d e r s .  T h i s  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  o n e  

of t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  b e i n g  o v e r  assessed. 

S e v e r a l  s u c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  of f r a u d  was i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  

company s y s t e m  o f  gove rnmen t .  

RUIN OF AGRICULTURE AND NATIVE ECONOMY 

The l a n d  t e n u r e  s y s t e m  p r e v a i l e d  i n  M a l a b a r  

o v e r  y e a r s  was q u i t e  u n f a v o u r a b l e  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  With t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  company ' s  

r e v e n u e  s y s t e m ,  it n o t  o n l y  d e a d  l o c k e d  a l l  

d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  b u t  i t  became - r u i n o u s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Once t h e  company h a d  a c q u i r e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e y  w e r e  i n v a r i a b l y  drawn 

d e e p e r  a n d  d e e p r  i n t o  t h e  m i n u t e s t  of I n d i a .  B u t  t h e  

company government  c o n v e n i e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  basic 

d u t i e s  o f  a r e s p o n s i b l e  gove rnmen t .  I t  n e i t h e r  

e n c o u r a g e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  n o r  i n v e s t e d  money t o  p romote  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  When a  s y s t e m a t i c  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e v e n u e  

w a s  fol lowed,  it n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  i n v e s t  a n y  s h a r e  of it 



for  t h e  economic  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n s t e a d  it 

u s e d  I n d i a n  r e v e n u e  t o  r e m i t  a t  home a n d  t o  make 

c a p i t a l  f o r  t r a d e .  If a t  a l l  a  s h a r e  o f  r e v e n u e  was 

i n v e s t e d  f o r  t h e  improvement  of a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  

i n d u s t r i e s ,  it would  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d i n g  a  l o g n  

s t a n d i n g  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  company w i t h o u t  r u i n i n g  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  company gove rnmen t  was 

k i l l i n g  t h e  g o o s e  f o r  a v a i l i n g  g o l d e n  e g g s  e a s i l y .  

The r i c h  f e r t i l e  l a n d  of M a l a b a r  w a s  l e a s t  

e x p l o i t e d  f o r  a q r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  by a n y  of the 

l a t e s t  method of c u l t i v a t i o n .  The j enmis  who h a d  

enough c a p i t a l  t o  i n v e s t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  r e t r a i n e d  from 

a n y  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  of c u l t i v a t i o n .  A s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  

t h e  Ma laba r  p e a s a n t s  who w e r e  n o t  r i c h  enough t o  i n v e s t  

i n  a g r i u c l t u r e  f o u n d  h i s  f i e l d s  l e f t  u n c u l t i v a t e d  i n  

r e p e a t e d  i n t e r v e l s .  I n  t h e  new t e n u r i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  

(wh ich  i s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  b e f o r e )  t h e  t e n a n t  f e l t  

t h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  e v i c t e d  f rom h i s  own improvements  a f t e r  

a  c o n t r a c t u a l  p e r i o d  o f  l e a s e .  I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  

k a n a k k a r a n  o r  t e n a n t  c o u l d  n o t  show a n y  i n t e r e s t  f o r  a n  

h i g h e r  improvement  o f  t h e  s o i l ,  e v e n  a t  h i s  own or  b y  

h i s  f a m i l y ' s  own man power ,  a s  h e  was l i a b l e  f o r  

r e d u m p t i o n ,  r e p a y i n g  t h e  amount h e  a d v a n c e d  a n d  h e  may 

n o t  be a b l e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  b e a r i n g  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  work.  

Such a n  a g r a r i a n  s y s t e m  would  n o t  be c o n d u s i v e  f o r  a 



p r o s p e r o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i f e ;  So  a g r i c u l t u r e  was i n  a  

do rman t  s t a g e  a n d  t o  t h i s  a  h e a v y  b u r d e n  of l a n d  a n d  

o t h e r  e x t r a  r e v e n u e s  w e r e  imposed  b y  t h e  gove rnmen t .  

Monopoly i n  c e r t a i n  r i c h  a r t i c l e s  a l s o  h a d  t h e  same 

effect o f  r u i n i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  

economic  s o u r c e s .  

S t a t e  monopoly i n  t o b a c c o ,  t i m b e r  a n d  s a l t  a n d  

t h e  t a x e s  on  s p i r i t o u s  l i q u o r s ,  t o d d y  e x t r a c t o r s  e t c  

s t r u c k  h a r d  on t h e  h a b i t s  a n d  mores o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  The  

i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e s e  n e c e s s a r y  

a r t i c l e s  of t h e  company ' s  p r i c e  created much h a r s h i p s  

f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  From t h e  company ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  t h e s e  

w e r e  commendable t h i n g s  a n d  t h e  Board  of r e v e n u e  p a i d  

handsome t r i b u t e  t o  M r .  Warden f o r  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  

Bu t  on  t h e  o t h e r s i d e  w h i l e  t h e  s a l t  monopoly p e r i s h e d  

t h e  n a t i v e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of t h e  a r t i c l e  a n d  r e s u l t e d  i n  

unemployment of a  number of p e o p l e ,  t h e  t o b a c c o  

monopoly c r e a t e d  a  t e n d e n c y  of i t s  s m u g g l i n g  b y  t h e  

n a t i v e s  a n d  a l s o  economic  loss .  The  monopoly i n  Timber  

n o t  o n l y  o c c a s s i o n e d  a  l o s s  o f  t i m b e r  t r a d e  t o  t h e  

n a t i v e  m e r c h a n t s  b u t  it pawed way f o r  t h e  r u i n  o f  

n a t i v e  s h i p  a n d  o t h e r  v e s s e l  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t  

a l so  had a  f a r  r e a c h i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e  of d e f o r e s t a t i o n  on  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  c u t t i n g  of v a l u a b l e  woods 

of M a l a b a r  f o r e s t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of B r i t i s h  



s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a n d  fo r  r o y a l  h o u s e h o l d  f u r n i t u r e .  To 

e s t i m a t e  t h e  number of p e o p l e  a f f e c t e d  b a d l y  b y  t h e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m o n o p o l i e s  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  e s t i a m t e .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  H . S  Graeme, 6 , 3 4 8  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  h a d  g o n e  

o u t  of b u s i n e s s  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

t o b a c c o  monopoly a n d  t h e  monopoly of s a l t  h a d  a f f e c t e d  

n e a r l y  6000 p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  s a l t  p a n s .  3 5  The a c t u a l  

number of loss of employment w i l l  b e  f a r  h i g h e r  t h a n  

t h i s ,  i f  a n  e s t i a m t e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e s e  

b u s i n e s s  a l s o  are  a c c o u t n e d .  

A g a i n ,  e v e r y  o r d i n a r y  man i n  M a l a b a r  h a d  a n  

o b l i g a t i o n  of  p a y i n g  cer ta in  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s ,  f o r  h i s  

h o u s e ,  s h o p ,  c a t t l e ,  work ing  t o o l ,  e tc .  By t h e  m i d d l e  

o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x  a l o n e  h a d  amoutned 

t o  25% o f  t h e  l a n d  r e v e n u e ,  a n d  15% o f  t h e  t o t a l  t a x .  

T h i s  augmented  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  p a y e e  much 

h a r d e r .  

When t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  began  t o  p e r i s h  it w a s  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  expor t  t r a d e  a l so .  T h i s  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  

e x p o r t  t r a d e  a g a i n  b r o u g h t  stress a n d  s t r a i n  t o  t h e  

n a t i v e s .  Morcovcr ,  ttic v c r y  l i m i t e d  n a t i v e  m a n u f a c t u r e  

o f  coir  a n d  c o t t o n  a l s o  came t o  a n  e n d  on a c c o u n t  o f  

35.  H.S. Graeme t o  t h e  Board  o f  Revenue 31 Aug. 1 8 2 0  
BRP.l Aug.1822 Vo1.921 p .7258 .  



t h e  company' i m p o r t  o f  f o r e i g n  g o o d s .  T h i s  a L  
\ 

b r o u g h t  economic  l o s s  s i d e  b y  s ide  t h e  a b o v e  p r o b l e m s .  

MALABAR REBELLIONS -A PRODUCT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

To q u a l i f y  or  d i s q u a l i f y  t h e  reasons like 

f a n a t i c i s m ,  I s l a m i c  i d e o l o g y ,  i g n o r a n c e  e tc .  of t h e  

Mapp i l a  r e v o l t e r s  f o r  their uprisi nqs i n  1 9 t h  c ~ r l l - ~ l r y  

i s  n o t  a t  a l l  a b u s i n e s s  h e r e  i n  t h i s  work.  They may 

or may n o t  b e  f a c t o r s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a s  r e a s o n s .  B u t  

a11 t h o s e  who s t u d i e d  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s  c o u l d  n o t  r u l e  

o u t  t h e  basic  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e r e  was a n  economic  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  t h i s .  T h i s  economic  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

emerges ,  f r o m  t h e  r e v e n u e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  i t s  

c o n s e q u e n t  r e - a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  t h e  l a n d  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  

n a t i v e  s y s t e m  by  t h e  company. 

One t h i n g  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  farmers or  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r e r s ,  

had  become ' w r e t c h e d l y  p o o r '  Even Messers H.V. C o n o l l y  

a n d  T.L. S t r a n g e  h a d  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  p o v e r t y  a n d  

d e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  Mapp i l a  p e a s a n t s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  

h a d  r e c o g n i s e d  f a n a t i s m  as  a  r e a s o n .  F o r  M r .  Logan 

" t h e  Mapp i l a  o u t r a g e s  was a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  t o  

c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  overwhelming  i n f l u e n c e ,  o f  the j enmis  i n  

t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  powers  of o u s t e r  a n d  o f  r e n t  



r a i s i n g  c o n f e r e d  upon  them. u 3 6  What p r o m p t e d  t h e  

M a p p i l a  t o  become m a r t y r e  w a s  n o t  h i s  u r g e  t o  s e r v e  

r e l i g i o n  b y  a c t i n g  a g a i n s t  a  n o n - b e l i e v e r s  r a t h e r  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  was f o r c e d  u p  o n  h im b y  t h e  r ea l i t i e s  o f  h i s  

mate r ia l  e x i s t a n c e .  37 D i s t i t u t i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  

e x a c t i o n s  of t h e  Hindu  l a n d l o r d s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c a u s e s  

o f  t h e s e  o u t b r e a k s ,  a s  it w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  M r - S t r a n g e  

d u r i n g  h i s  enquiry3 ' :  Cona rd  Wood a l s o  g i v e s  a n  

e s s e n t i a l l y  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t r e a t i n g  r e l i g i o n  

o n l y  a s  a means o f  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  39 

The u n f o r t u n a t e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  a m a j o r  

s e c t i o n  of M a l a b a r  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  react  a g a i n s t  

t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s  a n d  o p p r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  

l a n d l o r d s  o n  a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  

By t h e i r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  i n l f u e n c e s  t h e  

J e n m i s  c o u l d  b r i n g  a n y  r e c a l c i t r a n t  H indu  t e n a n t  t o  

s u b m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  s a n c t i o n s  e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  

d e n i a l  of r i t u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  v i l l a g e  services. They  

3 6 .  W i l l i a m  Logan R e p o r t  of Malabar S p e c i a l  commiss ion  
p a r a  2 8 0  

37.  K N P a n i k k a r  (ed) P e a s a n t  p ro tes t s  a n d  r e v o l t s  i n  
M a l a b a r  P . X I 1  . 

3 8 .  C M 0 I. pp .  268-73 

3 9 .  Conard  Wood The  M a p p i l a  o u t b r e a k s .  A D i s c u s s i o n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n .  J o u r n a l  of A s i a n  S t u d i e s  X X X V I  Feb.  
1 9 7 7  pp.391-9 



w e r e  r e l e c t a n t  e v e n  t o  r e c o r d  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t  a s  t h e y  

h a d  before t h e i r  e y e s  t h e  fear  o f  caste c e n s u r e  f i n e s  

a n d  excommunica t ion .  40  When n e i t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  n o r  a n y  r e l i g i o u s  o r  s o c i a l  p l a t f o r m  g a v e  

t h e  Hindu p e a s a n t r y  a n y  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  demanding 

t h e i r  b a s i c  r i g h t s ,  t h i s  was amply  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

Mapp i l a  p e a s a n t r y .  Ve l iyankod  U m m c r  Q a s i ,  o n e  o f  t h e  

M a p p i l a  i n t e l l e c t u a l S l i v e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  (1757-  

1 8 5 2 )  was a  man of n a t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  o u t l o o k .  H e  

v e h e m a n t l y  c r i t i c i sed  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e v e n u e  p o l i c y  

a n d  a s k e d  t h e  p e o p l e  n o t  t o  p a y  r e v e n u e 4 1 .  Whatever  b e  

t h e  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  economic  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t  a n d  

o p p r e s s i o n  o f  l a n d l o r d s  a n d  t h e  gove rnemnt  o f f i c i a l s  

may h a v e  prompted  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  M a p p i l a  p o p u l a t i o n  

t o  r ise i n  arms a g a i n s t  t h e  oppress8VS . 

4 0 .  W i l l i a m  Logan R e p o r t  of Malaba r  S e p c i a l  Cuwl~li$"MI. 
p a r a . 1 7  

41. C.N. Ahmed Moulav i  a n d  Abdul Kareem K . K .  Mahataya 
Mapp i l a  S a h i t h y a  Parambaryam ( m a l . ) ( C a l i c u t  1 9 7 9 )  
p .128 



Appendix A 

DATA OF REVENUE ACCOUNTS, 1972-1858 

B e l o w  a re  g i v e n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of 

r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n  u n d e r  v a r i o u s  h e a d s  b y  t h e  company 

government  i n  M a l a b a r  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  f rom 1792  t o  1858 .  

The a c c o u n t s  a re  c o l l e c t e d  f rom a number of s o u r c e s  

l i k e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s ,  r e p o r t s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  of 

r e n e n u e  o f f i c i a l s .  I n  r e s p e c t  of a  f e w  y e a r s  t h e  

d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t s  are n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t h e y  a re  e i t h e r  

l e f t  blank or i l l e g i b l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  records, or 

sometimes those  : a v a i l a b l e  o n e s  a r e  m u t u a l l y  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s  e i t h e r  t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  

o n e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  r e m a r k s  o r  l e f t  b l a n k ,  o r  a n  

a v e r a g e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i s  g i v e n .  S i n c e  t h e  amounts  

g i v e n  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a c c o u n t s  a r e  e i t h e r  i n  S t a r  

p a g o d a s ,  o r  i n  Rupees  or i n  o t h e r  s u c h  c u r r e n t  c o i n s ,  

a n d  a l so  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  c o i n s  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  c h a n g e s  

a t  v a r i o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  a correct c o n v e r s i o n  of a l l  t h e s e  

a c c o u n t s  i n t o  Rupees  i s  c e r t i a n l y  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  

L i k e w i s e ,  when t h e  r e v e n u e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  

c e r t a i n  y e a r s  p r o v i d e  t h e  a c t u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  

f o r  e a c h  y e a r ,  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  o n e s  p r o v i d e  t h e  a c t u a l  

jwnma o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of r e v e n u e  f o r  e a c h  y e a r s .  So  

t h e  n e t  a n d  gross r e v e n u e  a l s o  i s  n o t  c lear  f r o m  t h e  

a c c o u n t s .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a c c o u n t s  a l s o  c r e a t e  much 



c o n f u s i o n  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  p o s s i b l e  fo r  a 

c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  y e a r s .  However,  maximum a c c u r a c y  

is o b s e r v e d  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e s e  a c c o ~ n t s ,  c o m p a r i n g  a l l  

t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s .  

On a c c o u n t  o f  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  a c c o u n t s  

are  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  maximum p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  

a n d  w h e r e v e r  it i s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  a c o n v e r s i o n  ra te  or 

a c o m p a r i s o n ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  g i v e n .  S o  t h e s e  

data will serve as a n  immediate s o u r c e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  fo r  

t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  a s p e c t s .  The  

Roman numbers  g i v e n  i n  f o o t n o t e  p r o v i d e  n o t  o n l y  the 

s o u r c e  of r e f e r e n c e ,  b u t  c e r t a i n  e s s e n t i a l  d e t a i l s  i n  

r e s p e c t  of t h e  a c c o u n t s .  

Revenue demand and collection for Fysly 1202 (1793) to 
Fusly 1210 (1810) 

Year 

- F u s l y  1202  
c ? ,  

Demand in 
Rupees  

C o l l e c t i o n  i n  
Rupees  

9 ,25 ,141-12-00  7 ,61 ,668-08-00  



Revenue for F 1211 to F 1216 in ~ u ~ e e s "  

Year Land Summa I Land Rev. Farm & 

I. Revenue Collection during the commissioners' was 
varied from taluk to taluk and even village to 
village. 

Year 

11. In 1802 Major Macleod raised the revenue very 
considerably. The jumma and collection of this 
year was far more than any year in the first two 
decades of the company administration. Later the 
assesssment for 1804 was regualted to the 

Licenses 
I 

I 

,I Collection 

Sea Custom Total 



Revenue for F.1217 (1808) and F.1218 (1809)in Rupees I11 

B r a n c h e s  of I Fusly 1217 
] F u s l y 1 2 1 8  

R e v e n u e  

Land  Jumma / 18.06.258-06-06 1 17 .16 .170-10-00  

L a n d  R e v . c o l 1  / 17.81.258-04-05 / 17 .12 .960-03-04  

S a l t  monopoly  73,500-00-00 1 8 4  . O O O - O O - O O ~ ~  

A b k a r y  --------------- 1 60.535-15-05 

T o b a c c o  monopoly  

S a y e r  I --------------- / 29 ,339-02-08  

--------------- 

' F a r m s  & L i c e n s e s  

S e a  custom 

1 .92 .500-00-00  

2.01.529-04-09 / 43 ,850-09-11  

T o t a l  1 22.33.877-04-04 1 22.72.203-06-01 

c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  a s  p r o c l a i m e d  b y  M r .  
R i c k a r d s .  B u t .  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  made  w i t h i n  t h e  y e a r  
as s e e n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e p o r t  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  jumma c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  t h a t  y e a r .  
B e s i d e s  t h e  arrears of t h e  p r e v i o u s  years  f o r  S t .  
p a g o d a s  56749  a l s o  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  same y e a r .  
G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  V o l . 1 0 ,  5 t h  O c t .  1 8 0 4 .  P a r a .  477-78.  

111. The  d e t a i l s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  ~ o a r d  o f  R e v e n u e  t o  
t h e  home g o v e r n m e n t  g i v e s  a d i f f e r e n t  a c c o u n t .  
T h i s  a c c o u n t  g i v e s  t h e  amount  i n  o r i g i n a l  S t a r  
P a g o d a s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e , a c c o u n t s  t h e  R e v e n u e  
c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1 8 0 4  w a s  S t a r  P a g o d a s  
608385-15-67.  I f  o n e  S t a r  P a g o d a  i s  t r e a t e d  e q u a l  
t o  3  1 / 2  r u p e e s  t h e  a m o u n t  w i l l  be Rs .2129348 .  
The  a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  M r .  C l e m e n t s o n  s h o w s  
it R s .  2029388.  S o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  
R s . 1 . 0 0 . 0 0 0 ,  i s  u n t r a c e a b l e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  
a l s o  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  s e e n .  

I V .  I n  1 8 0 6 s a l t  a n d  t o b a c c o  m o n o p o l y  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  
b u t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of r e v e n u e  f r o m  t h e s e  h e a d s  



R e v e n u e  for F.1219 t o  F.1222 I n  Star  Pagodas V 

B r a n c h e s  
of Rev.  

Land  Rev.  4 ,90 ,249-34-08  4 , 8 8 , 9 0 6 - 4 2 - 3 0  4 , 8 8 , 6 2 4 - 3 1 - 4 0  4 ,87 ,538-24-10  I 
L i c e n s e s  84 ,034-42-14  
( N e t  1 

E x t r a  Rev. 443-36-57 / 1 , 2 4 8 - 0 5 - 3 3  1 1 ,144-15-29  1 813-03-39 

85 ,539-37-77  

S a y e r /  
Cus tom 

46,188-08-30 

Salt ( ~ e t ) l  38,956-23-67 . 

were s e e n  seperate o n l y  i n  1 8 0 8  a n d  1 8 0 9  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  1 8 0 9  c e r t i a n  new h e a d s  l i k e  
s a y e r  a n d  A b k a r y  w e r e  g i v e n  s e p a r a t e ,  a n d  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  y e a r  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  M r .  M a c l e o d  i n  1 8 0 2 .  C l e m e n t s o n ' s  
R e p o r t  pp. 9-12. 

5 7 , 6 5 9 - 0 4 - 4 3  

46,972-05-31 ''1 43 ,456-21-06 / 32 ,402-19-68  

Tota l  

V. T h e  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t s  of t h e  C o l l e c t o r  f o r  
t h e s e  y e a r s  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  
L e t t e r  f r o m  Thomas Warden,  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  3 1 s t  
December 1 8 1 1  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.18; p a r a . 3 6 6 .  T h e  
amount  g i v e n  h e r e  i s  d e d u c t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

V I .  I n  1 8 1 1  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l t  r e v e n u e  w a s  v e r y  h i g h  
( g r o s s  7 2 , 2 6 9  s t . p )  o n  a c c o u n t  of i t s  m o n o p o l y .  
T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  w a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  s a l t  
manufacture h a d  f a i l e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  became e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  
o n  g o v e r n m e n t  s u p p l y .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.18,  1 0 t h  
Oct. 1 8 1 2  p a r a .  379 .  

6 ,59.873-10-16 I 6 . 8 0 , 3 2 5 - 0 5 - 5 4  1 6 , 4 0 , 1 5 3 - 2 4 - 0 8  6 .32.509-41-39 



Revenue for F.1223 to F.1225 in Star Pagodas VII 

B r a n c h e s  of Rev.  

L a n d  R e v e n u e  1 4 , 8 7 , 2 9 6 - 1 8 - 5 3  ( ~ e t )  , 

F a r m s  & L i c e n s e s  

(Gross) 

F . 1 2 2 3  

Tobacco (Ne t  ) 

( G r o s s  ) 

4 , 8 7 , 6 7 3 - 4 0 - 7 8  

S a y e r  I 17 .010-20-76  
I 

F.1224 

4 , 6 9 , 9 0 9 - 0 9 - 3 0  

1 8 , 8 2 6 - 0 4 - 6 7  

35 ,969-38-02  

59 ,580-13-54  

21 ,009-13-26  

S a l t  
(Net) 

( G r o s s )  

Abkary 

I 

F . 1 2 2 5  

1 9 , 1 4 8 - 2 2 - 4 7  

------------ 
67 ,295-37-66  

21 ,856-07-78  

33 ,952-30-70  

5 7 , 3 5 9 - 0 0 - 6 4  

1 9 , 4 8 1 - 4 4 - 0 9  

E x t r a  534-39-70 / 575-15-51 1 713-40-34 

H i l l  Fa rm 

G o l d  Dust 

Cardamom Farm 

T o t a l  ( N e t )  

V I I .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.27,  6 t h  J u l y  1 8 1 7 ,  para  7 3 1 ,  7 4 6 .  I n  a n o t h e r  
s t a t e m e n t  t h e  s u n d r y  s m a l l  f a r m  e tc .  i s  g i v e n  o n l y  8 , 5 2 2 - 4 2 - 6 1  
St.P. T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  f o r  7 , 3 8 8 - 0 1 - 2 8 .  T h e  s a m e  d i f f e r e n c e  
i s  s e e n  i n  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  a l s o .  

( G r o s s  ) 

--____-_____ ------------ 
------------ --------me-- 

------------ ------------ 

6 , 5 1 , 4 2 1 - 2 6 - 3 9  ( 6 , 3 0 . 9 7 0 - 3 0 - 5 3  

598-33-22 

632-32-29 

6 , 1 5 6 - 2 5 - 5 7  

6 , 8 7 , 1 7 3 - 0 3 - 6 8  
I ------------ 7 , 2 0 , 1 9 8 - 3 2 - 2 9  

1 

7 , 1 9 , 6 2 5 - 3 2 - 6 3  



Revenue fo r  F. 1 2 2 6  i n  Star P a g o d a s  a n d  Rupees  V I I I  

B r a n c h e s  
F.1226 ................................. 

S t .  P a g  Rupees  

Land Revenue 

Sayer 

S a l t  

Abka ry  

4 ,87,267-20-38 

Sundry Small 
Farm & Licenses 

17 ,05 ,436-01-06  

52,508-40-45 

Go ld  D u s t  

1 ,83 ,781 -02 -06  

H i l l  Farm 

Cardamom Farm / 4,945-32-11 / 
Tobacco  

E x t r a  

T o t a l  1 6 ,75 ,370-01-15  / 23 ,63 ,795-01-05  

V I I I . G e n e r a 1  R e p o r t  Vo1.27 3  J a n u a r y  1 8 2 0  p a r a  1 3 3 1 .  
The Col lec tor  Mr.Vaughan b e g a n  t o  u s e  r u p e e s  i n  
t h e  r e v e n u e  g c c o u n t s  i n s t e a d  of p a g o d a s .  S i n c e  
t h i s  p e r i o d  it i s  g i v e n  i n  r u p e e s  (1 s t a r  p a g o d a  = 
3 .5  r u p e e s ) .  



R e v e n u e  for  F.1227,  1 2 2 8  and 1 2 2 9  i n  r u p e e s  

I X .  A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e c r e a s e  w a s  s e e n  i n  a l l  b r a n c h e s  of r e v e n u e  i n  
F.1228 a n d  t h e  a r rear  f o r  t h e  y e a r  w a s  R s . 2 , 4 3 , 5 3 7 - 1 0 - 0 9 .  T h e  o n  
g o i n g  e n q u i r y  o f  M r .  G r a e m e  w a s  t h e  r e a s o n  a t t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  
C o l l e c t o r  f o r  t h i s  d e c r e a s .  

B r a n c h e s  

Land R e v e n u e  

S a l t  

S a y e r  

A b k a r y  

S u n d r y  small 
Farm & L i c e n s e s  

T o b a c c o  

E x t r a  R e v e n u e  

S t a m p  

T o t a l  

X .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.29,  4 t h  J a n u a r y  1 8 2 1 .  

F . 1 2 2 7  

1 7 , 0 3 , 7 7 8 - 0 1 - 0 6  

2 , 1 6 , 7 4 3 - 0 5 - 0 1  

70,326-05-07 

62 ,133-10-01  

55 ,706-12-11  

2 ,87 ,458-04-02  

2 ,963-10-05  

-------------- 

23 ,99 ,060-01-09  

F . l  22 f l rX 

1 7 , 0 4 , 6 3 3 - 1 2 - 0 6  

1 , 7 0 , 3 3 4 - 0 9 - 0 2  

72,156-05-04 

60 ,856-13-10  

37 ,335-01-10  

2 ,79 ,895-05-09  

2 ,744-02-08  

--------------- 

2 3 , 2 7 , 9 5 6 - 0 3 - 0 1  

F . 1 2 2 9  X 

1 7 , 0 4 , 6 4 7 - 0 9 - 0 7  

1 , 8 1 , 7 6 7 - 0 8 - 1 0  

77,321-00-05 

68,584-12-09 

37 ,762-03-03  

3 , 1 8 , 6 9 7 - 0 7 - 1 1  

2 ,819-08-07  

39 ,553-11-01  

2 4 , 3 1 , 1 5 2 - 1 4 - 0 5  



R e v e n u e  fo r  F.1230, 1231, 1232 in r u p e e s  

X I .  I n  F . 1 2 3 0  t h e r e  w a s  a new b r a n c h  of r e v e n u e  n a m e l y  m o t u r p h a .  
G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1 .31 ,  2 n d  J a n u a r y  1 8 2 3 .  para 1 0 2 7 .  

B r a n c h e s  

L a n d  R e v e n u e  

S a l t  

S a y e r  

A b k a r y  

S u n d r y  s m a l l  
Fa rm & L i c e n s e s  

M o t u r p h a  XI 

Tobacco 

S t a m p  R e v e n u e  

E x t r a  

Total ' 

F.1230  

1 6 , 8 1 , 7 3 1 - 0 2 - 0 9  

2 , 2 1 , 6 5 3 - 1 5 - 0 3  

8 5 , 6 1 5 - 1 4 - 0 2  

73 ,734-08-03  

3 8 , 6 9 8 - 1 4 - 0 3  

23 ,658-00-04  

3 , 6 0 , 7 8 5 - 0 2 - 0 8  

41 ,921-08-00  

2 ,791-02-09  

2 5 , 3 0 , 5 9 6 - 0 4 - 0 5  

F . 1 2 3 1  

1 6 , 8 1 , 5 5 7 - 0 6 - 0 8  

1 , 7 8 , 4 0 0 - 1 2 - 0 9  

92 ,598-05-00  

72 ,431-03-04  

5 5 , 8 9 3 - 1 5 - 0 4  

23 ,657-12-05  

3 , 6 9 , 7 1 6 - 1 0 - 0 6  

4 2 , 6 9 2 - 1 3 - 0 2  

5 ,674-14-07  

2 5 , 2 2 , 6 2 5 - 1 3 - 0 9  / 

F . 1 2 3 2  

1 6 , 8 3 , 2 0 6 - 0 1 - 0 5  

1 , 7 0 , 4 2 7 - 0 5 - 0 5  

79 ,730-10-05  

7 2 , 0 2 7 - 0 6 - 1 1  

57 ,876-07-02  

2 4 , 8 5 9 - 1 2 - 0 1  

3 , 7 8 , 1 4 9 - 1 5 - 0 9  

44 ,274-10-00  

1 , 6 5 6 - 0 9 - 0 5  

2 5 , 1 2 , 2 0 8 - 1 4 - 0 7  



R e v e n u e  for F.1233 and F.1234 i n  R u p e e s  XI1 
r 

B r a n c e s  I F.1233  1 F.1234 

D r y  l a n d  / 24 ,868-10-07  1 25 ,448-02-03  

L a n d  Revenue  R i c e  l a n d  

G a r d e n  l a n d  1 4 , 2 9 , 6 9 1 - 0 3 - 0 1  1 4 ,16 ,700-03-01  

C o c h i n  

* I 1 I ~ o u s e t a x  

1 1 , 1 8 , 1 7 1 - 0 3 - 1 0  

P e p p e r  I ------------ / 36,311-07-10 

1 1 , 1 2 , 4 2 5 - 1 5 - 1 1  

S a l t  1 1 .85 ,722-03-08  / 1 , 8 0 , 9 2 2 - 0 3 - 0 8  

B e e b i  of 
C a n n a n o r e  

T o t a l  

S e a  custom 

Stamp 

A b k a r y  I 62 .911-09-11 1 61.111-00-00 

15 ,000-00-11  

.................................................. 
1 6 , 8 2 , 6 2 7 - 1 1 - 0 4  .................................................. 

2 ,01 ,004-09-00  

56,838-01---  

T o b a c c o  / 94,616-15-05 

1 5 , 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 1 1  

1 6 , 9 7 , 1 2 2 - 0 8 - 0 7  

2 ,63 ,348-08-09  

59,199-08-00 

4 ,10,169--- -  11 

M o t u r p h a  1 22 , 201-00-02 1 21,670-08-03 

Farm & L i c e n s e s  

S a y e r  1 98 .723-05-11 1 1 , 0 3 , 2 2 5 - 0 6 - 0 6  

-52 ,153-01-01  I 57 ,528-08-05  

X I I .  T h e  B o a r d  of R e v e n u e  commented a b o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  s u b m i t t e d  b y  
t h e  C o l l e c t o r  f o r  t h e  y e a r  a s  b e i n g  " e r r o r s  a n d  too  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t o  g e t  t h e  r ea l  a c c o u n t s .  T h e  t r e m e n d o u s  
i n c r e a s e  i n  t o b a c c o  r e v e n u e  fo r  F.1234 i s  unaccountable. 
C l e m e n t s o n s '  R e p o r t  pp .10-12.  

G r a n d  T o t a l  

X I I I - T h e  h o u s e - t a x  f o r m e d  a p a r t  o f  t h e  l a n d  Jurnma i n  M a l a b a r  
w h i l e  i n  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  m o t u r p h a .  
T h e r e f o r e  t h e  B o a r d  d e s i r e d  f o r  a  u n i f o r m i t y  i n  t h e  
a c c o u n t s  i n  a l l  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.36,  2nd  
J a n u a r y  1 8 2 6 ,  p a r a  1 1 7 9 .  C l e m e n t s o n s '  R e p o r t  pp .10-12 .  
T h e  a c c o u n t s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  y e a r  ( F . 1 2 3 4 )  i s  h i g h l y  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  One o f  t h e  s o u r c e s  g i v e s  t h e  t o t a l  r e v e n u e  
f o r  t h e  y e a r  a t  R s . 2 8 , 0 9 , 7 9 3 .  

24,56,799------ 27,58,512------  



D r y  l a n d  1 26.322-10-07 1 28 ,246-01-07 

R e v e n u e  fo r  F.1235 a n d  F.1236 in r u p e e s  XIV 

G a r d e n  l a n d  

C o c h i n  

B r a n c h e s  

L a n d  Revenue  Itice l a n d  

F .1235  

1 1 , 1 2 , 6 5 6 - 0 9 - 0 7  

C a n n a n o r e  

F .1236 

1 1 , 1 2 , 9 6 6 - 1 1 - 1 1  

-------------- .................................. 
T o t a l  f 15. . ,79,637-03-07 -------------- .................................. 

S a l t  ( g r o s s )  1 , 8 3 , 0 4 2 - 0 9 - 0 6  

S u n d r y  S m a l l  Fa rm & 
L i c e n s e s  

1 5 , 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 1 1  

1 5 , 8 2 , 2 4 3 - 0 4 - 0 9  

1 , 7 4 , 3 2 3 - 1 4 - 0 2  

A b k a r y  

Custom ( L a n d )  

1 5 , 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 1 1  

Cus tom ( S e a )  

69 ,877-11-07  

T o b a c c o  ( g r o s s )  1 3 , 8 5 , 2 6 4 - 0 9 - 1 1  ( 4,05.305-03-08 

69 ,203-12-09  

V i s s a b a n d y  & 
M o t u r p h a  (g ros s )  

XIV. G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.41,  p a r a  1 0 5 2 .  T h e  C o l l e c t o r  r e p o r t i n g  
o n  t h c  r c v c r l l l c  ncc-or111 tr: of the y c n r  ::,l i ( 1 :  " 1 1 0  :;,if- i :I f. , irl:ory 
i n f o r m a t i o n  car1 b c  p r o c u r e d  f r o m  tllc taluk o l i i c c r s " .  On 
a c c o u n t  of t h i s  t y p e  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  t h e r e  w a s  a  h u g e  
amount  of Rs .1 ,06 ,986-03-06  l a y i n g  i r r i c o v e r a b l e  w h i l e  t h e  
year  s h o w s  a l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  
y e a r s .  I n  F .1236 t h o u g h  t h e  Col lec tor  r e c o m m e n t e d  f o r  a 
p e r m a n a n t  removal o f  a n  a m o u n t  of b a l a n c e  R s . 1 1 , 9 3 9  a s  it 
w a s  f o u n d  i r r e c o v e r a b l e  o n  a c c o u n t  of v a r i o u s  n a t u r a l  
r e a s o n s  t h e  B o a r d  o f  R e v e n u e  d e c l i n e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  s a y i n g  
t h a t  i t  " w i l l  l e a d  t o  a b u s e  o f  t h e  l a n d  b e i n g  k e p t  
u n c u l t i v a t e d " .  G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  V o l .  4 4 ,  p a r a  620 .  

S t a m p  

G r a n d  T o t a l  

-------------- 

27,49,241------  

56 ,934-05-02  

2 7 , 8 6 , 4 0 5 - 1 6 - 1 3  



Land Revenue  

Rcvcnuo for F . 1 2 3 7 ,  1 2 3 8  and 1 2 3 9  i n  Rnpccs  xv 

B r a n c h e s  

S a l t  

S a y e r  

Tobacco  

S e a  Custom 

Abkary  1 71,413-11-07 1 71.876-88-04 / 70,216-00-06 

F.1239 F.1237 

4 ,74 ,959-14-11  

F.1238 

S tamp 

Motu rpha  

4 ,92 ,744-08-05  

S u n d r y  S m a l l  Farm 
& L i c e n s e s  

T o t a l  

4 ,94 ,435-05-05  

XV. T h e  a c t u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  F.1237 a n d  F.1238 w e r e  Rs .28 ,63 ,590-05-  
00  a n d  Rs .29 ,76 ,422-02-03  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  F.1239 a g e n e r a l  
i n c r e a s e  w a s  s e e n  i n  almost a l l  b r a n c h e s  of r e v e n u e .  I n  t h i s  
y e a r  N i l g i r i ,  wh ich  y i e l d e d  Rs.2 ,307-12-02 o f  r e v e n u e ,  was  
t r a n s f e r e d  t o  M a l a b a r  d i s t r i c t .  G e n e r a l  Reportr vo1 .46 ,  4 7  para 
620-Vol .  48  p a r a  478.  

66,045-04-11 78,159-14-11 



Revenue for F.1240, 1 2 4 1 ,  1 2 4 2  i n  R u p e e s  X V I  

B r a n c h e s  

Land Rev. 
Jumrna 

I 1  " C o l l n .  

S a y e r  

S e a  c u s t o m  

F.1240 

S a l t  

Tobacco  

Abkary  

Parm & L i c e n s e s  

Moturpha  

15 ,33 ,617-03-04  

13 ,49 ,853-12-07  

XVI. I n  F.1240 a n d  1 2 4 1 ,  t h e r e  was  a g e n e r a l  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e v e n u e  
c o l l e c t i o n .  I n  l a n d  r e v e n u e  a l o n e  i n  F.1240 Rs .1 ,28 ,826-15-02  
w a s  less t h a n  t h e  f o r m e r  y e a r .  T h i s  w a s  a lmost  same i n  t h e  n e x t  
y e a r  a l s o .  The r e a s o n s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  f a l l  i n  r e v e n u e  w a s  
t h e  u n f a v o u r a b l e  s e a s o n  a n d  t h e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  g r a i n .  B u t  a s u d d e n  
i n c r e a s e  i n  r e v e n u e  was s e e n  i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  c o l l e c t i n g  a lmost  
f u l l  of t h e  jumma. G e n e r a l  R e p o r t  Vo1.50,  p a r a  677.  

F .1241  

2 ,17 ,174-03-08  

4 ,29,746-15---  

66,351-01-01 

45,561-05-03 

99,568---- 06 

S tamp 

To ta l  C o l l e c t i o n  

F.1242 

15 ,87 ,577-03-02  ___--_-__-------._--------------------------------- 
13 ,35 ,816 -12 -10  

15 ,81 ,580 -01 -05  

15 ,54 ,466 -15 -06  

2 ,48 ,355-06-07  

4,40,368----  0 3  

62,341-04-08 

61,415-03-10 

93,208----  1 0  

2 ,49,880-09-10 

4  , 55,755- lo---  

66,204-07-09 

59,952-lo-- '  

1 , 12 ,611 -10 -05  

46,645-11--- 

28,51,358----  02 

47,476- lo---  

26 ,41 ,843-09-04  

49,412-08-02 

26,46,991-09---  



R e v e n u e  f o r  F.1246 and F . 1 2 4 7  i n  Rupees 

B r a n c h e s  

L a n d  Rev .  Jumma 

$1 " C o l l n .  

S a l t  

T o b a c c o  

A b k a r y  

F a r m  & L i c e n s e s  

* M o t u r p h a  

S a y e r  

Sea custom 

Stamp 

T o t a l  C o l l e c t i o n  

F . 1 2 4 3  

1 6 , 0 2 , 1 6 6 - 0 7 - 0 1  

1 5 , 8 4 , 0 8 7 - 1 0 - 0 3  

2 , 8 5 , 7 3 1 - 1 3 - 0 9  

4 , 4 3 , 2 8 8 - 0 6 - 0 3  

63 ,099-01 - - -  

54 ,813 -09 - - -  

1 , 1 1 , 2 2 6 - 1 2 - 0 8  

1 , 2 6 , 9 2 5 - 0 4 - 0 4  

1 , 8 2 , 3 7 5 - 1 5 - 1 1  

4 8 , 0 1 9 - 0 8 - 0 4  

2 8 , 9 9 , 6 1 8 - 0 1 - 0 6  

B r a n c h e s  

L a n d  R e v e n u e  J u m m a  

11 " C o l l e c t i o n  

S a l t  

T o b a c c o  

A b k a r y  

F a r m s  & L i c e n s e s  
M o t u r p h a  

S a y e r  
Sea c u s t o m  

S t a m p  

T o t a l  

F . 1 2 4 4  

1 6 , 0 4 , 1 2 1 - 1 0 - 0 3  ................................................... 
1 6 , 0 0 , 3 9 8 - 0 8 - 0 6  

2 , 7 6 , 0 0 7 - 1 5 - 0 6  

4 , 4 7 , 1 2 2 - 0 3 - 0 9  

6 4 , 6 2 1 - 0 2 - 0 1  

5 6 , 3 7 9 - 0 9 - 0 2  

1 , 1 0 , 5 4 0 - 1 3 - 0 5  

1 , 1 4 , 8 0 3 - 0 9 - 0 8  

2 , 2 7 , 6 8 8 - 0 6 - 0 8  

5 0 , 9 5 6 - 1 1 - 0 1  

2 9 , 4 8 , 5 1 3 - 1 5 - 1 0  

F . 1 2 4 6  

1 6 , 1 1 , 8 8 4 - 0 3 - - -  ................................... 
1 6 , 0 5 , 9 1 3 - - - -  0 7  

2 , 7 9 , 2 2 2 - 1 3 - 0 9  

5 , 0 6 , 2 7 7 - 1 5 - 0 6  

5 9 , 4 2 9 - 0 9 - 1 0  

5 8 , 7 9 7 - 0 6 - 0 1  
1 , 1 1 , 3 8 7 - 1 1 - 0 7  

1 , 3 3 , 3 8 4 - 1 0 - 0 8  
2 , 8 5 , 8 9 5 - 1 1 - 0 2  

5 2 , 1 1 7 - 0 6 - 0 2  

3 0 , 9 2 , 4 2 6 - 0 5 - 0 4  

F . 1 2 4 5  

1 6 , 1 3 , 3 1 4 - 1 3 - 0 9  

1 6 , 0 7 , 4 5 9 - 0 9 - 0 2  

2 , 9 9 , 9 3 5 - 1 3 - 0 2  

4 , 8 7 , 9 6 4 - 1 1 - 0 2  

6 3 , 5 4 7 - 1 5 - 0 8  

58 ,457-04 - - -  

1 , l o ,  465-05--a 

1 , 2 3 , 9 3 1 - 1 1 - - -  

2 , 0 8 , 6 8 2 - 1 4 - 1 1  

5 3 , 8 9 7 - 1 3 - 0 3  

3 0 , 1 4 , 3 4 3 - 0 1 - 0 4  

F . 1 2 4 7  

1 6 , 2 2 , 8 8 3 - 0 2 - 0 2  

1 6 , 1 1 , 6 5 8 - 0 5 - 0 9  

3 , 4 2 , 1 4 1 - 0 3 - 0 5  

5 , 2 1 , 0 7 5 - 1 2 - 0 4  

5 8 , 1 2 5 - 1 5 - 0 7  

4 5 , 1 0 6 - 0 8 - 0 7  
1 , l o ,  782 -13 -11  

1 , 1 8 , 4 3 7 - 0 8 - 0 2  
2 , 6 2 , 1 1 4 - 1 1 - 0 2  

4 8 , 8 8 6 - 0 1 - 0 1  

31 ,18 ,329- - - - - -  



Average revenue collection in the branches Land 

Revenue, Salt Monopoly and Tobacco Monopoly for years 

F.1247-1262 (1838 to 1853) in Rupees XVI I 

X V I I .  The a c c o u n t s  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s  a r e  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  s e p e r a t e l y  a n d  c l e a r l y .  S i n c e  t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  o n e s  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  a n  a v e r a g e  f o r  
t h e s e  y e a r s  o n l y  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n .  Here t h e  t o t a l  
r e v e n u e  a l s o  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d ,  b u t  c e r t a i n  
i m p o r t a n t  branches  only. However t h e  g e n e r a l  
t r e n d  w a s  t h a t  eve ry  y e a r  r e v e n u e  i n c r e a s e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

Year 

1839-1843  

1844-1848 

1849-1853 

. . 

B r a n c h e s  

Land Revenue Jumma 

11 " C o l l e c t i o n  

S a l t  monopoly 

Tobacco  monopoly  

Land Revenue  Jumma 

I 1  I 1  C o l l e c t i o n  

S a l t  monopoly 

Tobacco  

Land Revenue Jumma 

II " C o l l e c t i o n  

S a l t  monopoly 

. T o b a c c o  
\ s  

Amount R s  . 

1 6 , 4 1 , 4 5 5  

1 6 , 4 0 , 0 9 8  

3 , 4 0 , 1 2 1  

5 , 3 4 , 0 0 6  

16,45,418 

1 6 , 4 0 , 9 9 2  

3 , 4 2 , 6 8 0  

5 , 5 9 , 4 2 3  

1 6 , 2 2 , 2 0 6  

1 6 , 3 7 , 5 7 4  

3 , 3 5 , 8 7 0  

4 , 8 8 , 2 7 0  





COMMISSIONERS, SUPERVISORS AND PRINCIPLE COLLECTOR 

FROM 1 7 9 2  TO 1 8 5 8  

N a m e  

W.G. Farmer  

Major A l e x a n d e r  
Dow 

W i l l i a m  P a g e  

J. Duncan 

C h a r l e s  Boddam 

W.G. Farmer  

James S t e v e n s  

A.W. Hand ley  

J a m e s  R i v e t t  

R i c h a r d  T o r i n  

J o h n  S p e n c e r  

D e s i g n a t i o n  

Commiss ione r s  
f r o m  Bombay 
a n d  B e n g a l  

T. W i l k i n s o n  

C o l o n e l  A. D o w  

A.W. Hand ley  

R o b e r t  R i c k a r d s  

J. H a r t l e y  

S u p e r v i s o r  

#I  

# I  

Each  o f  t h e  
members h e l d  
t h e .  - p o s t  
a t  v a r i o u s  
p e r i o d s  

From To I 
18 .03 .1792  

Commiss ione r s  
f o r  e x e c u t i n g  
t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  s u p e r v i s o r  
a n d  c h i e f  mag- 
i s t r a t e  

J. Smee I 

Remarks  

Each of t h e  
members h e l d  
t h e .  post 
a t  v a r i o u s  
p e r i o d s  

18 .03 .1793  

25.02.1794 

24.12.1794 

18 .05 .1796  

J o s h u a  U t h o f f  I 

11 .10 .1793  

25.02.1794 

24.12.1794 

17 .05 .1795  



Appendix - C 

30.09.1801 

March 1 8 0 3  

J o s h u a  Watson 

Major  A. Walker 

Major  Macleod 

R o b e r t  R i c k a r d s  

Thomas Warden 

James Vaughan 

W i l l i a m  S h e i f i c l d  

BRANCHES OF REVENUE UNDER THE COMPANY GOVERNMENT 

1. Land Revenue s i n c e  1 7 9 2  

2.  Sea  Custom " 1 8 0 1  

3.  Farm & L i c e n s u s  " 1 8 0 1  

4.  S a y e r  " 1 8 0 5  

5 .  S a l t  monopoly " 1 8 0 7  

P r i n c i p a l  
C o l l e c t o r  

It 

II 

If 

*I 

6 .  Tobacco monopoly " 1 8 0 8  

7 .  Abkary " 1 8 0 8  

8 .  Stamp " 1809  

9 .  Mohterpha  " 1820  

* 

O c t .  1 8 0 1  

March 1 8 0 3  

March 1804  

D e c .  1816  

J a n .  1826  

A.F. H u d l e s t o n  

F.F. Clemens ton  1 1: 
W. E.  Underwood 1 I! 

Mar. 1804 

D e c .  1816 

J a n .  1826 

E'eb. 1 8 3 1  

Feb. 1 8 3 1  

Aug. 1832  

Feb. 1839  

Nov. 1 8 3 9  

Feb. 1 8 4 0  

Sep t .1855  

O c t .  1856  

E .P. Thompson 

H.W. C o n o l l y  

T. C l a r k  

W. Robinson 

Aug. 1832  

Feb.  1839  

O c t .  1839  

Feb.  1840  

Sep t .1855  

O c t .  1856  

May 1858 

!I 

I) 

I! 

I# 



Appendix - D 
REVENUE D I V I S I O N S  I N  MALABAR I N  1855 

1. Taluks 16 

2. Villages (a) Ryotwari 431 

(b) Zamindari* 1 

3. Hamelts 2603 

4. Total Puttahs 1,85,371 

* The only Zamindari vilalge was that of the Bibee of 
Cannanore with 8 hamelts. 

Appendix - E 
RENT ROLL OF MAZlABAR DISTRICT 

No. Payment of Rent in Rs. Number of Puttahs 

1. Above 1000 24 

2. Between 1000-750 16 

3. 11 750-500 66 

4 .  II 500-250 357 

5. II 250-100 1963 

6. 11 100-50 4264 

7. I1 50-10 25737 

8. Below 1-0 157944 
- - - - - . - - - - - --- 

Total 185371 

Average of Puttaha 

Source: Report on the settlement of Land Revenue of 
Madras Presidency 1853-54. Appendix No.7 



Appendix - F 
GLOSSARY 

Abkary. Revenue from duties levied on liquor products 

Adhikari. One who holds a superior office in a village 

Amsham. A revenue division of districts like village 

Attuveppu. A division of garden land based on its 
fertility by Mr.M.S. Graeme (P.274) 

Brahmaswam. Endovements of land for Brahmin priest 

Canicapilla. Writer of accounts 

Canterai pagoda. A currency 

Cheri. Ancient social unit in Kerala (P.223) 

Chirakkal land. Lands of Kings and rulers 

Cherujanmakkar. The skilled workers like carpenters, 
goldsmith etc. of ancient Kerala society who have 
a share in the produce 

Conoy oes . I<cvcnuc  officcr ( r e g i s t r a r )  d u r i n g  the 
commissioners' period (P.167) 

Dewaswarn. Temple property 

Dewan. Revenue officer to help the supervisor and 
superintendents (P.167) 

Dwijanmakar. High caste Brahmin and other sacred-thread 
wearing Hindus 

Fanam. Coin used in Malabar 

Gramam. Ancient social unit in Malabar (P.223) 

Hinduvi paymaish. Revenue accounts written by Maratha 
Karnams in 1806-lO(P.231) 

Hobli. A Mysorean administrative unit 

Hoons. A currency equal to 3 1/2 rupees 



J a g i r .  A royaL etidoverrlent of a n  a r e a  of l a n d e d  
t e r r i t o r y  a s  a  p r i v i l a g e  for  c o l l e c t i n g  r e v e n u e  
t h e r e i n .  

Jenmam ( ~ e n m a k a r ) .  One o f  t h e  r i g h t s  of e n j o y i n g  
p r o p r i e t o r s h i p  i n  l a n d  f o r  l i f e  t i m e  i n  a n c i e n t  
M a l a b a r  a n d  l a t e r  t h e  sole o w n e r s h i p  of l a n d  u n d e r  
t h e  company gove rnmen t .  Hence jenmakar  

J e n m i  payamai sh .  Warden ' s  r e v e n u e  a s s e s s m e n t  i n  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  J e n m i ' s  i n  1805 .  

Jumabandy. Revenue 

Kanam ( K a n a k k a r a n ) .  R i g h t  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  or o n e  of t h e  
p r o p r i t o r s  o f  l a n d e d  p r o p e r t y .  Hence k a n a k k a r a n .  

Karaima.  R i g h t  t o  manage temple p r o p e r t y  

K a r r i a k k a r s .  Revenue s e r v a n t s  ( m a n a g e r s )  employed  i n  
c o l l e c t i o n  work ( P . 1 6 6 )  

Karaveppu.  Same a s  A t t u v e p p u  ( P . 2 7 4 )  

K o l k a r .  Revenue o f f i c i a l s  employed  t o  h e l p  t h e  
P a r a b u t t i s  (P .196)  

K o y i l a d i k a r i k a l .  Members of a  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  M a l a b a r  w i t h  r i g h t  a n d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on t e m p l e  a f f a i r s .  

Kuzhikkanam R i g h t  e n j o y e d  on  a  l a n d  newly  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  
c u l t i v a t i o n  

Kutywashy. 1 0 %  of r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  
e x p e n s e s  of o f f i c i a l s  ( P . 1 9 7 )  

Ma l ikhana .  An a l l o w a n c e  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s  b y  t h e  
company gove rnmen t  f rom t h e  r e v e n u e  c o l l e c t i o n .  

Melkanam. L e a s i n g  t h e  kanam r i g h t  t o  a t h i r d  p a r t y  when 
t h e r e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  o n e  k a n a k k a r a n .  ( P . 1 0 6 )  

Menon. Revenue c o l l e c t i o n  o f f i ce r  

Michavaram. The b a l a n c e  of r e n t  p a i d  b y  k a n a k k a r a n  t o  
jenmi  a f t e r  r e a l i s i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  amount  h e  
a d v a n c e d  f rom t h e  p a t t a m  (P . lOO) .  



Muthurpha (Moht,erpha).Taxes levied on trade and 
profession . 

Nad. A revenue division or a term for a country. 

Naduvali. Revenue and political headman in a nadu, 

Nattukuttam. An ancient socio-political organisation in 
Malabar. 

Nirattipperu. Right on land acquired by sale on water 
contact ( P .95 1 

Nirmuthal. Pledging of the remaining share of the 
jenmi even after otti,ottikkumpurameyulla kanam etc. 

Otti. One of the land tenures by which whole the share 
of the.jenmi will be absorbed by the interest of 
the kanakkaran's advance (P.105) 

Ottikkum purameyulla kanam. Same as Nirmuthal 

Pattam. Rent, share of the produce after meeting the 
expences and the cultiator's share, usually 2/3 of 
the net produce. 

Pagoda land. Temple land 

Parbuttis. Revenue officers in desam 

Protekars. Revenue servants employed for collection 
purpose (P.166) 

Purushantharam. A portion of the landed property 
claimed by the ruler from the heirs of a dead 
Mappi la. 

Puttah. The revenue contact as entered in the rent 
roll with tenant, jenmi etc. 

Ryot (Ryotwari). One who pays land revenue direct 
to the government. In Malabar either jenmi, or 
farmer, or tenant, or labourer, or intermediary 
kanakkaran. Hence the system ryotwari. 

Sayer. Revenue from a variety of sources as customs, 
transit duty, licences, fees etc. 

Six hundreds. A Nair guild in medieval Kerala 

Sheristadar. Head native revenue officer 



Star pagoda. A currency in Malabar 

Sultany chukram. A term used in Cochin for Hoons 
(P.141) 

Tahasil (~ahsildar). A revenue division in Malabar with 
a number of villages. Hence its head Tahasildar. 

Tara. An ancient Malabar social unit (p.223) 

Towkery/Thukkari. A revenue division of Tipu Sulthan 

Tulla - Panam. House tax under Mysore government. 
Ur-kuttam. An ancient socio-political organisation in 

Kerala like Uralasamithi 

Uralasamithi. Same as above 

Uraima/Uralar . R i g h t  o f  Urn7.n.snrni  th i. mcrr~bcrs  ovcr 
temple property. Hence Uralar. 

Vechumaral. Mutual exchange of the rights of 
uraima/Karaima in temple property. 

Verumpattam. To hold land on simple lease for a short 
term, usually for one year. 

Vilachal-meni-pattam. Mr. Rickards' Revenue assessment 
in 1804. 

Note:The meaning< given herein against each word is not 
the actual definitions, but an explanation more to 
suit the reference in the thesis. 
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