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(Abstract of the research)

MODERN NARRATIVE APPROACHES IN THE PROPHET'S
BIOGRAPHY: A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON 'ALA HAMISHI ALSIRA'
AND 'ABQARIYATH MUHAMMED'

Research Scholar : Anvar Koyamburavan
Research Supervisor : Dr. Sainuddeen. P.T
Name of the Research Centre: Research Department of Arabic,

Thunchan Memorial Government College, Tirur, Malappuram (DT)
University: Calicut

“Sira” is the Arabic term used for a different biography of the life of the Prophet
Muhammed, from which most historical information about his life and the early period
of Islam has been derived.

This study includes five chapters, introduction, conclusion, and results. The writing of
the prophet’s biography passed through by many stages. the biography written by Ibn
Ishaq is the oldest book in the biography. In the Middle Age the Sira begun to be
produced on a large scale. This led to the introduction of a new genre of literature: the
dictionary of biography. Modern Arabic literature witnessed a tangible development in
the biography literature, and most of the pioneers of Arabic literature wrote about the
prophet, and Egypt contributed an ample amount to writing in the biography in this
period and used a variety of approaches in their writings.

The book 'Ala Hamishi al - Sira' by Taha Hussein is an attempt to reveal a specific aspect
in the life of the prophet, it is in three parts, the first part published in 1933 in the form of
a short novel, In an enjoyable style. and the writer moved away from the conservative
way of writing the biography, and used the literary approach. The book 'Abqariyyath
Muhammad' by Abbas Mahmoud Al-Akkad published in 1942, it presents and analyzes
certain aspects of the life of the prophet. Akkad used analytical method.

'Ala Hamishi al-Sira' and 'Abgariyath Muhammed' accord on many points and differ on
others. Taha Hussein intended to let the world know that there is something to read in
Arabic language and literature, Akkad wanted to remove the derogatory statements on
the personality of the Prophet.

Two books were subjected to harsh criticism by Muslim scholars in presenting the
events of the biography. Despite the persistence of criticism and the differences in
approaches, both books book 'Ala Hamishi al-Sira" and 'Abgariyath Muhammed' met
warm welcome from readers .
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