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Abstract

Legal education enhances students' understanding of democratic principles,
legal rights, and responsibilities which fosters civic competence and active
participation in democratic processes. Secondary school students are in a pivotal
period of development, where they may encounter various legal, social, health, and
psychological risks. Nowadays, school students face challenges such as cybercrimes,
substance abuse, and gender-based violence. Unfortunately, the components that can
create legal awareness are comparatively inadequate in our school curriculum and
educational activities. An aftermath of this problem is that, our young generation is
unable to understand the legal problems of day-to-day life and to respond legally.
Furthermore, according to the National and State Crime Record Bureaus, the number
of crimes committed against children is increasing on a daily basis. In such
circumstances, it is apparent that children should be given legal awareness which
becomes relevant to lead a democratic and responsible life. Thus, the study aims to
construct and validate a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing
Legal Awareness among secondary school students in Kerala.

The study was carried out in four phases such as content analysis, survey
phase, development of module, and experimentation. The study focused on
experimental method, content analysis and survey method were adopted as a part of
need analysis. The sample consisted of 783 secondary school students from 14 districts
of Kerala for the survey phase and a sample of 31 secondary school students for
_experimentation. The content analysis of Social Science textbooks at secondary level
revealed that the content on legal aspects related to children is insufficient in the
textbooks.The analysis of level of Legal Awareness among secondary students
indicated that secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness for
the total sample and subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of
management of schools. Results also indicated that the female secondary school
students have higher Legal Awareness when compared to male secondary school
students. Furthermore, there is no significant difference in the mean scores of the
Legal Awareness among urban and rural secondary school students as well as
government and aided secondary school students. Results also indicated that the
developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is effective for enhancing Legal
Awareness among secondary school students. Thus, legal awareness programmes can
prevent the young generation from becoming victims of harassment and they can make
more informed choices as well as gain greater awareness of their rights and
responsibilities within a legal framework.

Key Words: Legal Awareness, Self Learning Module, Secondary School Students,
Social Science Textbook, Experimental Design
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Education encompasses more than just helping students succeed
academically rather it also aims at preparing the students to be informed,
responsible, and empowered citizens. As developing societies move toward social
welfare states, law, legal education, and development of individuals are all
intertwined with the goal of improving socioeconomic conditions peacefully (Soren,
2021). Legal awareness among youth is crucial for promoting equality and fostering
their societal identity (Bhat et al., 2024). Legal education enhances students'
understanding of democratic principles, legal rights and responsibilities which
fosters civic competence and active participation in democratic processes (Kumar &
Antony, 2024). Integrating legal education into the curriculum improves analytical
and communication skills of students which are transferable to other academic
subjects as well as creates a more orderly and respectful school environment
conducive for effective learning (Tjeppy, 2021). Legal education fosters awareness
of human rights and social justice encouraging students to learn about historical and
contemporary justice issues which in turn promotes advocacy and community
service (Kumar & Antony, 2024). Legal education helps the students to understand
the consequences of their actions, the protections available to them under the law,
and the mechanisms for seeking justice if their rights are violated (Soman, 2025).
Hence, the awareness of legal aspects serves as a fundamental element of

democratic societies providing individuals with access to justice and fair treatment.

Legal awareness equips secondary school students with knowledge of their
rights, responsibilities, and legal protections available to them. Students with higher
legal awareness demonstrate better discipline, respect for rules, and a greater sense

of responsibility both in school and in their communities (Tjeppy, 2021). Legal
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awareness contributes to a safer and more reverent school climate reducing incidents
of bullying and violence (Kodapally et al., 2021). By embedding legal literacy
within curriculum, schools help students to navigate conflicts safely and confidently
(Press Trust of India 2022, August 30). When students understand the laws that
govern their society, they are more likely to respect rules, participate in democratic
processes, and contribute positively to their communities (Tjeppy, 2021). Legal
awareness trains adolescents with the knowledge to recognize, assert, protect their
rights, and to understand their responsibilities as citizens (Sohal et al., 2021).
Informed adolescents are less likely to fall victim to abuse, trafficking, or legal
exploitation, and are better able to seek redress when their rights are violated (Paul
et al., 2021). Awareness of legal consequences can deter adolescents from engaging
in substance abuse, cybercrimes, or violence (Thomas & Mohan, 2023). Therefore,
legal education fosters a sense of civic duty and ethical reasoning among the

students.

Many countries are concerned about young generations legal knowledge,
especially students, as they encounter various legal issues daily, necessitating a
solid understanding of the law for effective navigation of these challenges (Bhat
et al., 2024). Promoting legal literacy and awareness among students, both male
and female, is crucial for creating a legal culture that supports social justice
(Bahmani, 2022). Government of India has enacted several laws specially aimed
at protecting the rights and welfare of children. The Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act (2012) provides comprehensive protection against
sexual abuse and exploitation for anyone under 18 years of age, ensuring child-
friendly procedures in the justice system. The Juvenile Justice (Care and

Protection of Children) Act (2015) focuses on the care, protection, and
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rehabilitation of children in conflict with the law or in need of care, emphasizing
reformation and child rights. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (2009) guarantees free and compulsory education for children aged
6 to 14, laying the foundation for informed and empowered adolescents. The
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006) protects adolescents from early and
forced marriages, safeguarding their health and future opportunities. These laws
are supported by constitutional provisions such as Article 21A (right to education)
and Article 15 (3) (special provisions for children), which collectively ensure the
safety, dignity, and development of adolescents (Srinivasan & Shruthi, 2024). A
developing country like India, characterized by significant social disparities and a
vast population, achieving the rule of law poses considerable challenges, notably

due to restricted access to legal services (Singh, 2025).

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) intends to revise the
Legal Studies syllabus for Classes 11 and 12 to include recent changes in Indian
law. This update aims to better integrate legal education into mainstream learning
and improve civic awareness among students, promoting meaningful participation
in democracy (Chauhan, 2025). The Kerala State Legal Service Authority
(KeLSA) regularly conducts legal literacy programs in schools aiming to educate
students about their rights and responsibilities (Kerala State Legal Services
Authority, 1995). The state governments are also considering the formal inclusion
of legal studies in the school curriculum with a focus on issues like narcotics,
cybercrimes, and offenses against women (Press Trust of India, 2022). These
initiatives are complemented by social awareness campaigns and human rights
advocacy efforts, reflecting a growing recognition of the need for legal education

at an early age (Ashifa, 2020).
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Need and Significance of the Study

Individuals with legal literacy are more equipped to stand up for their rights,
hold government agencies responsible, and take part in democratic processes (Singh,
2025). Adhering to legal awareness in schools fosters student compliance with
regulations, while low legal awareness leads to increased rule violations (Tjeppy,
2021). Secondary school students are at a critical developmental stage, often
exposed to a range of risks in legal, social, health-related, and psychological. This is
particularly important in Kerala context, where school students face contemporary
challenges such as cybercrimes, substance abuse, and gender-based violence (Press
Trust of India, 2022). Kerala has reported a significant prevalence of sexual abuse
among adolescents, as well as rising cases of cyber exploitation and bullying (Dayal

et al., 2018; Jacob, 2022; Kodapally et al., 2021).

The offences against children are increasing day by day in our country where
there are numerous laws for the protection of children. According to State Crime
Records Bureau (SCRB) (2025), 5140 crimes against children have been registered
alone in Kerala in 2024, 5903 cases in 2023, 5640 cases in 2022, 4536 cases in
2021, 3941 cases in 2020, 4754 cases in 2019, 4253 cases in 2018, 3562 cases in
2017, and 2879 cases in 2016.As per the records, 4594 POCSO crimes against
children have been registered alone in Kerala in2024, 4641 cases in 2023, 4518
cases in 2022, 3516 cases in 2021, 3042 cases in 2020, 3634 cases in 2019, 3174
cases in 2018, 2702 cases in 2017, and 2131 cases in 2016 (SCRB, 2025). National
Crime Records Bureau data presents that hundreds of juveniles are arrested annually
in Kerala for various offenses including drug-related crimes which are on the rise
near schools (George & David, 2021; Thomas & Mohan, 2023). In addition to that

Sumitha and Varma (2022) reported that the institutionalized adolescents face
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unique legal and mental health challenges, often compounded by their lack of
awareness about their rights and available protection. Despite Kerala’s high literacy
rates, legal literacy among adolescents remains low, especially regarding specific
laws that protect them (e.g., POCSO Act, cyber laws, anti-drug regulations) and are
unaware of their rights, the consequences of unlawful behaviour, or how to seek help

when needed (Sohal et al., 2021).

In India, the absence of constitutional literacy in the school curriculum results
in students having a limited understanding of their legal rights and democratic
governance, leading to vulnerabilities that can be exploited due to a lack of legal
awareness (Chauhan, 2025). Secondary school students from marginalized
backgrounds, students in institutional care, those living in rural regions, and members
of gender minorities are especially vulnerable due to restricted access to legal
education and support services (Nazeer & Muhammed, 2024). The school students
who are well-informed are more likely to seek justice when their rights are infringed
and are less likely to become victims of abuse, human trafticking or legal exploitation
(Paul et al., 2021). In order to address current challenges, it is essential to integrate
legal literacy in school education curricula for developmental, educational, and social
benefits that foster a safer and more empowered young generations (UNESCO, 2024).
Hence, legal awareness is a cornerstone of adolescent empowerment and protection by
equipping school students with knowledge of their rights and the laws that protect

them.

Research studies indicated that there exists gap in legal awareness among the
students as well as individuals of various sections (Bahmani, 2022; Bhat et al., 2024;
He and Pan, 2016; Sunitha, 2022; Thambidorai, 2010). Lavanya and Patil (2012)
reported that secondary school students were unaware about directive principles and

legal aspects related to child labour. Sakila and Prasad (2014) indicated that higher
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secondary students had average legal awareness as well as factors such as gender,
religion, community, type of management, and parents' educational qualifications do
have an influence on legal awareness and its dimensions among these students. He
and Pan (2016) testified that the college students in China lack contract spirit and
legal awareness, particularly during part-time job searches, leading to challenges in
protecting their rights when infringements occur. Bahmani (2022) reported that
female graduate students in Haryana, reflecting rural India, are notably less aware of
the POSCO act compared to their counterparts in urban Delhi NCR. Thus, it is
evident that a significant gap in legal awareness exist among students at different

levels of education and demographic groups.

Thambidorai (2010) stated that professional course students have an average
level of legal understanding and also lag behind in some legal aspects due to internal
and external factors. Factors such as inadequate curriculum integration of legal
education, lack of trained educators, peer influence, and socio-cultural barriers
contribute to gap in legal awareness among the students (Bhat et al., 2024).
Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach, integrating legal
education into school curricula, using experiential and participatory teaching methods,
and ensuring that all students, regardless of background, have access to this essential
knowledge (Serah et al., 2024). Students' development of legal awareness is
influenced by interactive teaching strategies, the teacher's pedagogical credentials, and
collaboration with the community (Timurovna, 2022). Hence, it is essential to impart
legal education to the students as part of curricular or co-curricular activities by

incorporating innovative methodologies.

In 2022, the Honourable High Court of Kerala pointed out that the present
era calls for giving importance to legal awareness in schools. The Kerala

government welcomed the decision of the High Court and also recommended that
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school curriculum can incorporate a programme that provides legal awareness
especially, POCSO law. School curricula should incorporate legal literacy to ensure
that future generations are aware of their rights and obligations (Singh, 2025).
School-based legal awareness programmes have been shown to improve students’
understanding of legal rights and processes (Funds for NGOs, 2021). Students play a
crucial role in the development of the society, hence, enhancing students’ legal
awareness is vital for the legal construction of a socialist country and supports the
strategy of comprehensively governing the country according to law (Luo, 2022).
Hence, there is a critical need for more awareness programs and campaigns to
spread legal information among the general public as well as students. Experts argue
for early exposure to legal concepts, suggesting that basic legal education should
start from primary classes, with legal studies becoming a compulsory subject rather
than an elective (Chauhan, 2025). Therefore, the investigator decided to construct
and validate a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness to enhance the Legal
Awareness of secondary school students in Kerala. The module helps to enhance the
legal awareness of secondary school students which in turn helps them to participate
in the society as a responsible and democratic citizen. Thus, the research questions

framed for the study are:

1. What gaps related to legal aspects exist in the social science textbooks of
Kerala State at secondary level?

2. What is the level of legal awareness among secondary school students in
Kerala?

3. How can a self learning module on legal awareness be structured to enhance

the legal awareness of secondary school students in Kerala?

4. To what extent does the developed self learning module enhance the legal

awareness of secondary school students in Kerala?
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Statement of the Problem

A person who is unaware about the rights and responsibilities will find it
difficult to lead a good societal life. Education has a very significant role in inculcating
a clear understanding about the societal norms, rights, and responsibilities. Education
also plays an important role in creating responsible citizens, yet it falls short due to lack
of legal awareness among the students. Unfortunately, the components that can create
legal awareness are comparatively inadequate in our school curriculum and educational
activities. Consequently, the students who are a part of such an educational system
often become victims of exploitation. An aftermath of this problem is that, our young
generation is unable to understand the legal problems of day-to-day life and to respond
legally. Hence, an education without legal awareness can negatively impact societal life
of students. Our country has numerous laws for the protection of children, still, how
many of these are known to our students? In fact, the child's knowledge on legal
protection is very limited. Furthermore, according to the National and State Crime
Records Bureau, the number of crimes committed against children is increasing on a
daily basis. In such circumstances, it is apparent that children should be given legal
awareness which becomes relevant to lead a democratic and responsible life.
Awareness sessions and classes that are conducted once in a year are not enough for
children to inculcate all about legal aspects related to them. Therefore, it is necessary to
enhance the legal awareness of students with the help of innovative strategies which
embrace more life related analogies. Thus, the investigator decided to construct and
validate a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness
among secondary school students in Kerala. Thus, the study is entitled as
Development of a Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness among

Secondary School Students.
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Definition of Key Terms
The key terms used for stating the problem are;
Development

Vergara (2017) defined development as the making of the module which
requires all the procedural steps from outlining the contents, testing the acceptability
of the module based on the specified criteria, and testing its usefulness based on the

performance of the students exposed to it.

For the present study, development means the construction and validation of
a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing legal awareness among

secondary school students.
Self Learning Module

Abedor and Allen (1978, as cited in Smock, 1980) defined a self learning
module as a set of self-contained material used independently by a student to

achieve a predetermined set of learning outcomes.

For the present study, Self Learning Module means a module on legal
awareness that can be independently used by secondary school students for

enhancing legal awareness.
Legal Awareness

According to Kim (2010), legal awareness means critical understanding of
legal provisions and processes as well as the ability to apply the acquired

information to protect rights and entitlements.

For the present study, legal awareness means the understanding on selected

legal aspects related to children such as, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
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Children) Act, 2015, The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO), 2012, The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986, The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, The Motor Vehicle Act,
1988, Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution Act (2003) (COTPA),The Kerala
Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998, and The Right of Children to Free and

Compulsory Education Act (2009), as measured by using Legal Awareness Test.
Secondary School Students

In the present study, the term secondary school students refer to those
students studying at secondary stage of education in Kerala i.e., VIIL, IX, and X
standards in the secondary schools of Kerala state during survey phase. In the
experimentation phase, secondary school students refer to those students studying in

VIII standard of Kerala state who follow Kerala state syllabus.
Variables

The main aim of the study is to construct and validate a Self Learning Module
on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students

in Kerala. The independent and dependent variables in the study are;

Independent Variable

e Instructional Strategy using Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
Dependent Variable

e Legal Awareness

In addition to independent and dependent variables, the demographic

variables are gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools.
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Objectives

The objectives framed for the study are;

Major Objectives

1. To construct a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing

Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala

2. To validate the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala

Specific Objectives

1. To analyze the Social Science textbooks of standard VIII, IX, and X of
Kerala state for the academic year 2021-2022 with respect to legal

aspects.

2. To find out the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students and for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and

type of management of schools.

3. To find out whether there exits any significant difference in the mean
scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the
subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of

schools.

4. To compare the mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness

among secondary school students for the experimental group
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Hypotheses

1. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students for the subgroups based on

gender.

2. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students for the subgroups based on

locale of schools.

3. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students for the subgroups based on

type of management of schools.

4. There exists significant difference in the mean pre-test and post-test
scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the

experimental group.

5. Developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is effective for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
Design of the Study

As the main focus of study is to construct and validate a Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary
school students, the study adopted experimental research design. Additionally,
for the purpose of need analysis, the investigator employed content analysis and
survey method. Even though the main focus of the study is construction and
validation of a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal
Awareness among secondary school students, before the experimentation the

investigator examined Social Science textbooks of VIII, IX, and X standards of
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Kerala State published by State Council of Educational Research and Training
(SCERT), Kerala to identify the legal aspects included in the content, by using
content analysis. Survey method was used to find out the existing level of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students. Thus, the present study was carried
out in four phases such as content analysis, survey phase, development of

module, and experimentation.
Design of Experimentation

Among the various experimental designs, in order to validate the developed
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness the investigator selected one group pre-test

post-test experimental group design.
The design is represented as;

G 0 X O

Where,
G is experimental group with pre-test Oy, post-test O,

The process of experimentation consists of various phases such as pre-

treatment phase, treatment phase, and post treatment phase.
Sample

The population considered for the study is secondary school students studying
in high schools of Kerala state who follow the Kerala state syllabus. A sample of 783
secondary school students from 14 districts of Kerala were selected for the survey
phase and for the experimentation, sample comprised of 31 secondary school students
studying in VIII standard, selected from Umbichi Hajee Higher Secondary School,

Chaliyam in Kozhikode District of Kerala state.
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Instrument Used

The instruments employed for the experimentation process and for measuring

the dependent variable, Legal Awareness, are;

1. Legal Awareness Test (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)
2. Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)
3. Check List for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana,

2022)

Statistical Techniques Employed
The statistical techniques used to analyse the collected data are;

e Descriptive Statistics

Mean, median, mode, standard deviation, skewness, and kurtosis of variable,
Legal Awareness, were calculated to know the basic properties of the distribution of

scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students.

e One Sample #test

One sample 7 test was conducted to find out the extent of Legal Awareness
among secondary students and for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools,

and type of management of the school.

o Test of Significance of Difference between Means of Large Independent

Sample (z-test)

Test of significance of difference between means of large independent
sample (#-test) was carried out to find out whether there exists any significant
difference in mean scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students for
the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of

schools.
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e Paired Sample #-test

Paired sample #-test is used to test the significance of difference between pre-
test and post-test mean scores obtained for Legal Awareness among secondary

school students in the experimental group.
e Cohen’sd

Cohen's d is used to find out the effect size to indicate the standardised
difference between two means (for pre-test and post-test) of Legal Awareness among

secondary school students in the experimental group.
Scope, Delimitations, and Limitations of the Study

The study intended to develop a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students. The study
focused on understanding how structured, curriculum driven self learning modules
can enhance student’s knowledge of legal rights, responsibilities, and broader
implications of law in their daily lives. The study focuses on the development,
enhancement, and evaluation of Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
especially for secondary school students. The study seeks to enhance the awareness
of secondary school students on legal aspects related to children. The investigator
constructed the Self learning Module by incorporating the areas of legal aspects
related to children such as The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) (2012),
The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986), The
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006), The Motor Vehicles Act (1988),
Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and Other

Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
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Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (2003), The Kerala Prohibition
of Ragging Act (1998), and The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (2009). The module is helpful for enhancing the awareness of
secondary school students on legal aspects related to the children. The different
stages involved in the development of Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for
secondary school students are designing the module, construction of the module, try

out, and expert validation.

To validate the constructed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness, the
investigator adopted experimental research design. Prior to experimentation, the
investigator conducted content analysis of secondary school Social Science
textbooks published by SCERT, Kerala, for the academic year 2021-22 to identify
the legal aspects included in the textbooks. Survey method was incorporated in the
study to understand the level of Legal Awareness of secondary school students.
The survey was conducted on a sample of 783 secondary school students of
Kerala. The study also aimed to find out whether there exits any significant
difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of
management of schools. While validating the constructed Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness, the experimental treatment was carried out on a sample of 31
secondary school students studying in VIII standard of Umbichi Hajee Higher
Secondary School Chaliyam, Kozhikode district. By employing pre-test and post-
test on Legal Awareness, the researcher measured changes in Legal Awareness of
secondary school students on legal aspects related to children. The process of
experimentation consists of various phases such as, pre-treatment phase, treatment

phase, and post treatment phase.



_Jntroduction 17

The study focuses on the dependent and independent variables, which were
Legal Awareness and Instructional Strategy using Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness, respectively. The background of each variable was analysed with the
theories related to them and extensive review of related studies was carried out to
know how far the variable, Legal Awareness, studied. The investigator developed
instruments such as Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness and Check List for
Assessing Module on Legal Awareness with the help of supervising teacher. The
investigator also developed and standardized Legal Awareness Test with the help of
supervising teacher to measure the dependent variable during the survey. The same
Legal Awareness Test was employed to understand the status of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students before and after the treatment for experimental

group of secondary school students.

The investigator has made every effort to make the study perfect, even
though this section describes some of the flaws in the study which are observed by
the investigator. One of the delimitations of the study is that in order to enhance the
Legal Awareness of secondary school students the investigator focused only on a
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness given via a series of planned units. Other
structured educational interventions for enhancing Legal Awareness of secondary
school students such as workshops, seminars, and informal campaigns, were not
tried out. The construction of units in Self Learning Module was limited to the
legal aspects related to children such as The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO) (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act (1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006), The Motor Vehicles Act

(1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and



18 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (2003), The Kerala Prohibition
of Ragging Act (1998), and The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (2009). The legal aspects related to human rights, women rights, and
consumer rights were not incorporated in the constructed Self Learning Module on

Legal Awareness.

Other delimitation of the study is that the population of the study consists
of secondary school students of Kerala state who follow Kerala state syllabus only.
The secondary school students who follow CBSE and ICSE syllabus were not
considered. The sample consisted of 783 secondary school students only. For
experimentation the sample consisted of 31 secondary school students studying in
VIII standard of Umbichi Hajee Higher Secondary School, Chaliyam, Kozhikode,
Kerala, an aided school. Sample from other school types and geographical regions
were not considered under the study for experimentation. Another significant
delimitation of the study is that the use of a one group pre-test post-test
experimental design as the study focuses only to validate the constructed Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness. This approach restricts the ability to draw
definite conclusions about the effectiveness of the program, as there is no control

group for comparison.

One of the limitations of the study is that the secondary school students of
diverse contexts such as children in need of care and protection were not considered.
The long term effects of the constructed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
on the behaviour and legal engagement of secondary school students cannot be
measured. Another limitation of the study is that the variation in the personal

characteristics of the students such as interest, motivation, peer influence, school
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environment, learning style, etc that may affect the experimentation process were

not considered.
Organization of the Report

The study is systematically organized in six chapters namely, introduction,
review related literature, methodology, analysis and interpretation, summary,
findings and conclusions, and recommendations of the study. The detailed

organization of the report is described below.
Chapter I

Chapter 1 deals with introduction, need and significance of the study,
statement of the problem, definition of key terms, variables of the study, objectives
of the study, hypotheses of the study, methodology in brief, scope, delimitations and

limitations of the study, and organization of the report.
Chapter I1

Chapter II is the review of related literature which deals with the conceptual
overview and theoretical perspective of the variable Legal Awareness in detail and it
also provides a detailed review and summary of empirical studies related to legal

awareness.
Chapter 111

Chapter III includes a detailed description of methodology adopted for the
present study. It includes rational for selecting the variable, design of the study,
process of experimentation, detailed description of instrument used, data
collection procedure, sample, and statistical techniques used for analyzing

collected data.
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Chapter 1V

Chapter IV includes the results of content analysis of secondary school
Social Science textbooks. It also includes detailed statistical analysis of collected
data, discussions, and interpretations of the results in relation to survey and

experimentation phase.
Chapter V

Chapter V provides a summary which includes the research study in
retrospect, major findings of the study, tenability of hypotheses, and conclusions

arrived.
Chapter VI

Chapter VI deals with the educational implications of the study and

suggestions for further research.



Chapter - 2

O Theoretical Overview of

Legal Awareness

O Related Studies on Legal

Awareness




Examining relevant literature is essential for the researcher and this process
can assist the investigator in developing a comprehensive understanding of various
facets of the problem area, which is necessary for creating a framework for the
study, devising a methodology, designing data collection tools, and planning the
data analysis (Boote & Beile, 2005). Literature review can provide insight into the
strengths and limitations of previous studies, enabling the researcher to improve
their own investigation (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). By analyzing related literature,
researchers can receive guidance on how to approach their research question and
potential solutions to their problem. Thus, the review of literature is a methodical
procedure of identifying, selecting, critically analysing, and describing materials
relevant to the area of study or topic of interest, with the aim of developing new
knowledge or expanding existing knowledge. The review of literature is discussed

under the following headings.

e Theoretical Overview of Legal Awareness

e Related Studies on Legal Awareness

Theoretical Overview of Legal Awareness

Legal awareness, also known as legal consciousness, refers to the process of
empowering individuals with the knowledge and understanding of legal matters
(Cottrell, 1992). Legal awareness is an essential aspect of law. Legal education plays
a critical role in fostering legal awareness as a multifaceted and structured concept
(Karipbaev, 2008). Legal awareness is a cornerstone of legal education and a key
factor in ensuring equal access to and comprehension of the law across society

(Kozhukhova & Zhiyenbayev, 2018).
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The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
(1989) explains child rights as the minimum privileges and liberties that should be
granted to every individual under the age of 18, regardless of their race, nationality,
color, gender, language, religion, opinions, origin, wealth, birth, status, disability, or
other traits. Abdulkalam (2004), the former President of India, highlighted the
remarkable progress in science and technology over the past two centuries. He
stressed the importance of adopting a balanced approach, where scientific
innovations are steered by ethical principles and accelerated by strong legal
structures. Additionally, he emphasized the crucial role of professionals in these

domains to collaborate effectively in promoting the welfare of humanity

(Abdulkalam, 2004).
Meaning and Definition of Legal Awareness

Legal Awareness, referred aslegal literacy, is the aware knowledge and
understanding of the law, legal rights, and the mechanisms of the legal system that
enables an individual to use the law as a tool for justice, empowerment, and social
change (Nigam, 2008). Legal awareness is the first and most critical step in accessing
justice. It is the foundational period that transforms the law from an abstract set of
rules into a practical instrument accessible to the common person (Nigam, 2008). An
individual cannot seek a remedy for a mistake if they do not know that the mistake is
legally recognized or that a remedy exists (Expert Committee on Legal Aid, 1973).
The Indian Constitution and the Supreme Court have clearly connected the promotion
of legal awareness to the state duty to provide equal justice and the state has a duty not
only to provide legal aid but also to promote legal awareness (Article 39A, The
Constitution of India, 1950). The importance of legal awareness has been formally
recognized and institutionalized by the Indian Parliament through specific legislation

(Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987).
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According to Murodullo (2023), legal awareness (public legal education or
legal literacy) is the empowerment of individuals regarding issues involving the law
and is essential for individuals in administration, commerce, and business, and is
increasingly viewed as a social necessity in a complex, interconnected world. Serah
et al. (2025) defined legal awareness as the state of being informed about legal rights
and obligations, and the ability to use this knowledge to make informed decisions

and participate in legal processes.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015)

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, (2015) is a major
child related legislation and later amended in 2021 which focuses not on penalising

the children but on ensuring their protection, guidance and rehabilitation.

Definition of Abandoned Child

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (1)) defines
“Abandoned Child” as a child deserted by his biological or adoptive parents or

guardians, who has been declared as abandoned by the Committee after due inquiry.

Definition of Begging

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (8)) defines

“Begging” as

1. Soliciting or receiving alms in a public place or entering into any private

premises for the purpose of soliciting or receiving alms, under any pretense.

ii.  Exposing or exhibiting with the object of obtaining or extorting alms, any
sore, wound, injury, deformity or disease, whether of himself or of any

other person or of an animal.
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Definition of Best Interest of Child

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (9)),
“Best Interest of Child” means the basis for any decision taken regarding the child,
to ensure fulfillment of his basic rights and needs, identity, social well-being, and

physical, emotional, and intellectual development.

Definition of Child

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §

2 (12)), the term "Child" refers to an individual who is below the age of 18 years.

Definition of Child in Conflict with Law

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (13))
defines a "Child in Conflict with Law" as a child who is accused or proven to have
committed a crime while still below the age of 18 years at the time the crime was
committed. According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act
(2015, § 2 (14)) "child in need of care and protection" refers to a child who meets

one of the following conditions;

1. They have no home or stable place to live and no visible way of supporting

themselves.

ii.  They are engaged in work that violates existing labor laws, or are found

begging or living on the streets.

iii. A person who lives with another individual (whether or not they are the

child's guardian), and if that person

a) has harmed, mistreated, taken advantage of, or neglected the child, or has

broken any other laws in place to safeguard children



1v.

V1.

Vil.

viil.

iX.

Xi.

Xil.

‘Kevfcw o ﬁ/ze/‘;fa/ ) ‘ZI'I‘enzz‘ztm 25

b) has made a threat to harm, mistreat, take advantage of, or abuse the child,
and there is a reasonable possibility that the threat will be carried out

c) has harmed, mistreated, neglected, or taken advantage of other children,
and there is a reasonable possibility that the child in question will be

harmed, mistreated, taken advantage of, or neglected by that person.

An individual who is mentally ill, mentally or physically challenged, or
suffering from a terminal or incurable disease, and has no one to provide
support or care for them, or has parents or guardians who are deemed unfit to

care for them by the Board or Committee.

A child who has a parent or guardian who is found to be incapable or unfit, as
determined by the Committee or Board, of ensuring their safety and well-
being.

A child who does not have parents and has no one willing to provide care for

them, or whose parents have abandoned or surrendered them.

A missing or runaway child, or a child whose parents cannot be located

despite reasonable inquiries as prescribed.

(v) A child who has been, is being, or is likely to be, abused, tortured or

exploited for sexual purposes or illegal activities.

A child who is vulnerable and at risk of being induced into drug abuse or

trafficking.
A child who is being, or is likely to be, abused for unconscionable gains.

A child who is a victim of or affected by armed conflict, civil unrest, or a
natural disaster.

A child who is at risk of being married before reaching the legal age of
marriage and whose parents, family members, guardian, or any other

individuals are likely to be responsible for the marriage.



26 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

Definition of Child Friendly

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (15)), the term
"Child Friendly" refers to any action, behavior, attitude, treatment, process, or

environment that is kind, thoughtful, and serves the well-being of the child.

Definition of Child Welfare Officer

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (17))
defines a "Child Welfare Officer" as a person who works at a Children's Home and
is responsible for following the directions given by the Committee or Board, as well

as any duties that are required by law.
Definition of Children’s Home

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (19)),
“Children’s Home” means a Children’s Home, established or maintained, in every
district or group of districts, by the State Government, either by itself, or through a
voluntary or non-governmental organization, and is registered as such for the
purposes specified in Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §

50).
Definition of Children’s Court

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §
2 (20)), “Children’s Court” means a court established under the Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 (4 of 2006) or a Special Court under the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (32 of 2012), wherever
existing and where such courts have not been designated, the Court of Sessions

having jurisdiction to try offences under the Act.
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Definition of Child Care Institution

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (21)),
“Child Care Institution” means children home, open shelter, observation home,
special home, place of safety, specialized adoption agency and a fit facility
recognised under this Act for providing care and protection to children, who are in

need of such services.
Definition of Committee

According to Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) Act, (2015, §
2 (22)), “Committee” means Child Welfare Committee constituted under Juvenile

Justice (care and protection of children) Act, (2015, § 27).
Definition of Corporal Punishment

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (24))
explains “Corporal Punishment” as the subjecting of a child by any person to
physical punishment that involves the deliberate infliction of pain as retribution for

an offence, or for the purpose of disciplining or reforming the child.
Definition of Guardian

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (31))
describes “Guardian” in relation to a child, as his/her natural guardian or any other
person having, in the opinion of the Committee or, as the case may be, the Board,
the actual charge of the child, and recognised by the Committee or, as the case may

be, the Board as a guardian in the course of proceedings.
Definition of Heinous Offences

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (33)) states

that “Heinous Offences” includes the offences for which the minimum punishment
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under the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) or any other law for the time being in

force is imprisonment for seven years or more.

Definition of Childline

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (25))
mentions that “Childline Services" refers to a round-the-clock emergency outreach
program for children who are in crisis situations, which connects them with

emergency or long-term care and rehabilitation services."

Definition of Juvenile

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (35)),

“Juvenile” means a child below the age of eighteen years.

Definition of Observation Home

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §
2 (40)), “Observation Home” means an observation home established and
maintained in every district or group of districts by a State Government, either by
itself, or through a voluntary or non-governmental organization, and is registered as

such, for the purposes specified in Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)

Act (2015, § 47 (1)).

Definition of Open Shelter

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (41)) states
“Open Shelter” as a facility for children, established and maintained by the State
Government, either by itself, or through a voluntary or non-governmental
organization under Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §

43 (1)), and registered as such, for the purposes specified in that section.
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Definition of Orphan

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §

2 (42)), “Orphan” means a child

i. who is without biological or adoptive parents or legal guardian; or
ii. whose legal guardian is not willing to take, or capable of taking

care of the child
Definition of Place of Safety

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (46)) refers
"Place of Safety" as any location or establishment, except for a police lockup or jail,
that is either separate from or connected to an observation home or special home.
The person in charge of the place must be willing to receive and provide care for
children who are accused or found to have broken the law. This order can be made
by the Board or the Children's Court, and it applies during the investigation and
rehabilitation period after the child has been found guilty, for a duration and purpose

specified in the order.
Definition of Serious Offences

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (54)) states
that “Serious Offences” include the offences for which the punishment under the
Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) or any other law for the time being in force, is

imprisonment between three to seven years.
Definition of Special Home

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 2 (56))

explains “Special Home” as an institution established by a State Government or by a
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voluntary or non-governmental organization, registered under Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 48), for housing and providing
rehabilitative services to children in conflict with law, who are found, through
inquiry, to have committed an offence and are sent to such institution by an order of

the Board.

Juvenile Justice Board

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 4 (1))
mentions that notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974), the State Government shall, constitute for every
district, one or more Juvenile Justice Boards for exercising the powers and

discharging its functions relating to children in conflict with law under this Act.

Child Welfare Committee

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §
27 (1)), the State Government shall by notification in the Official Gazette constitute
for every district, one or more Child Welfare Committees for exercising the powers
and to discharge the duties conferred on such committees in relation to children in
need of care and protection under this Act and ensure that induction training and
sensitisation of all members of the committee is provided within two months from

the date of notification.

Observation Homes

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 47 (1)),
the State Government shall establish and maintain in every district or a group of
districts, either by itself, or through voluntary or non-governmental organisations,

observation homes, which shall be registered under Juvenile Justice (Care and
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Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 41), for temporary reception, care and
rehabilitation of any child alleged to be in conflict with law, during the pendency of

any inquiry under this Act.

Special Homes

According to Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, §
48 (1)), the State Government may establish and maintain either by itself or through
voluntary or non-governmental organisations, special homes, which shall be
registered as such, in the manner as may be prescribed, in every district or a group of
districts, as may be required for rehabilitation of those children in conflict with law
who are found to have committed an offence and who are placed there by an order
of the Juvenile Justice Board made under Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of

Children) Act (2015, § 18).
Place of Safety

In Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 49 (1)),
the State Government shall set up at least one place of safety in a State registered
under Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 41), so as to
place a person above the age of eighteen years or child in conflict with law, who is
between the age of sixteen to eighteen years and is accused of or convicted for

committing a heinous offence.
Children’s Home

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 50 (1))
mentions the State Government may establish and maintain, in every district or
group of districts, either by itself or through voluntary or non-governmental

organisations, Children’s Homes, which shall be registered as such, for the
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placement of children in need of care and protection for their care, treatment,

education, training, development and rehabilitation.
Prohibition on Disclosure of Identity of Children

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 74 (1)), states
that no report in any newspaper, magazine, news-sheet or audio-visual media or
other forms of communication regarding any inquiry or investigation or judicial
procedure, shall disclose the name, address or school or any other particular, which
may lead to the identification of a child in conflict with law or a child in need of care
and protection or a child victim or witness of a crime, involved in such matter, under

any other law for the time being in force, nor shall the picture of any such child be

published:

1) Provided that for reasons to be recorded in writing, the Board or Committee,
as the case may be, holding the inquiry may permit such disclosure, if in its

opinion such disclosure is in the best interest of the child.

2) The Police shall not disclose any record of the child for the purpose of
character certificate or otherwise in cases where the case has been closed or

disposed of.

3) Any person contravening the provisions of Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 74 (1)) shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or fine which may

extend to two lakh rupees or both
Punishment for Cruelty to Child

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015, § 75) explains

that whoever, having the actual charge of, or control over, a child, assaults,
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abandons, abuses, exposes or wilfully neglects the child or causes or procures the
child to be assaulted, abandoned, abused, exposed or neglected in a manner likely to
cause such child unnecessary mental or physical suffering, shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine of one lakh

rupees or with both.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) (2012)

The act is made to prevent sexual exploitation of children and amended in

2019.
Definitions of Child

According to Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 2

(d)), "Child" means any person below the age of eighteen years.
Penetrative Sexual Assault

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 3) outlines that, a

person is said to commit "Penetrative Assault" if;

a) He penetrates his penis, to any extent, into the vagina, mouth, urethra or anus

of a child or makes the child to do so with him or any other person; or

b) He inserts, to any extent, any object or a part of the body, not being the
penis, into the vagina, the urethra or anus of the child or makes the child to

do so with him or any other person; or

c) He manipulates any part of the body of the child so as to cause penetration
into the vagina, urethra, anus or any part of body of the child or makes the

child to do so with him or any other person; or

d) He applies his mouth to the penis, vagina, anus, urethra of the child or makes

the child to do so to such person or any other person.
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Punishment for Penetrative Sexual Assault

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 4) states that a
person who engages in penetrative sexual assault will receive a punishment that
includes imprisonment for a minimum of seven years, but may also be sentenced to

life imprisonment, and may also have to pay a fine.
Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 5) explains that;

(a) Anyone who is a police officer and engages in sexual assault that involves

penetration of a child will be considered guilty if the assault occurs:

1. Within the boundaries of the police station or any premises where they
are employed;
ii.  On the premises of any police station, regardless of its location;
iii. While performing their duties or outside of their duties;

iv.  When the officer is recognized or identified as a police officer.

(b) Anyone who is a part of the military or law enforcement and carries out

sexual assault involving penetration on a child.

i.  in the area to which the person is deployed;
il.  in any areas under the control of the forces or armed forces;
iii.  while carrying out official duties or otherwise;
iv.  where the person is recognized or acknowledged as a member of the

security or armed forces.

(c) whoever being a public servant commits penetrative sexual assault on a

child;
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If an individual, who is a part of the management or staff of a correctional
facility, such as a jail, remand home, protection home, observation home, or
any other place of custody or care and protection authorized by law, commits
penetrative sexual assault on a child, being inmate of such jail, remand home,
protection home, observation home, or other place of custody or care and

protection;

whoever being on the management or staff of a hospital, whether
Government or private, commits penetrative sexual assault on a child in that

hospital

whoever being on the management or staff of an educational institution or
religious institution, commits penetrative sexual assault on a child in that

institution

whoever commits gang penetrative sexual assault on a child.

Explanation. This statement means that if a child is sexually assaulted by
multiple people who acted together, each person involved will be considered
to have committed a gang penetrative sexual assault under the law. This
means that each person will be held responsible for their actions, as if they

had committed the assault individually.

whoever commits sexual assault on a child using dangerous weapons, fire,

hot substances, or corrosive substances.

whoever commits penetrative sexual assault that causes severe physical harm

or injury to the child's sexual organs, they will be held responsible.
whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child, which

1. physical incapacitation or causes the child to experience mental illness as

defined in Mental Health Act (1987 (14), § 2(b)), or causes any
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impairment that renders the child unable to perform regular tasks, either
temporarily or permanently.
ii.  in the case of female child, makes the child pregnant as a consequence of

sexual assault;

iii.  causes the child to contract Human Immunodeficiency Virus or any other
serious disease or infection that could cause temporary or permanent
physical incapacity or mental illness, thereby hindering the child's ability

to perform daily tasks.

(k) whoever, taking advantage of a child's mental or physical disability, commits

penetrative sexual assault on the child

(I) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on the child more than once or

repeatedly

(m) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child below twelve

years

(n) whoever being a relative of the child through blood or adoption or marriage
or guardianship or in foster care or having a domestic relationship with a
parent of the child or who is living in the same or shared household with the

child, commits penetrative sexual assault on such child

(o) whoever being, in the ownership, or management, or staff, of any institution
providing services to the child, commits penetrative sexual assault on the

child

(p) whoever being in a position of trust or authority of a child commits
penetrative sexual assault on the child in an institution or home of the child

or anywhere else
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(q) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child knowing the child is

pregnant

(r) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child and attempts to

murder the child

(s) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child in the course of

communal or sectarian violence

(t) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child and who has been
previously convicted of having committed any offence under this Act or any

sexual offence punishable under any other law for the time being in force

(u) whoever commits penetrative sexual assault on a child and makes the child
to strip or parade naked in public, is said to commit aggravated penetrative

sexual assault

Punishment for Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault. Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 6), states that whoever, commits
aggravated penetrative sexual assault, shall be punished with rigorous imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than ten years but which may extend to

imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine.

Sexual Assault

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 7), defines sexual
assault as any act involving physical contact, without penetration, which is done
with sexual intent and involves touching a child's genitals (vagina or penis), anus,

breast or making the child touch these body parts of another person.

Punishment for Sexual Assault. Protection of Children from Sexual

Offences Act (2012, § 8) explains that anyone who commits sexual assault will face
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a punishment of imprisonment for a period of not less than three years, but it could

be as long as five years, and they will also have to pay a fine.

Aggravated Sexual Assault
According to Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 9);
(a) Whoever, being a police officer, commits sexual assault on a child

i.  within the limits of the police station or premises where he is
appointed; or
ii. in the premises of any station house whether or not situated in the
police station to which he is appointed; or
1.  in the course of his duties or otherwise; or

iv.  where he is known as, or identified as a police officer; or

(b) whoever, being a member of the armed forces or security forces, commits

sexual assault on a child

1. within the limits of the area to which the person is deployed; or

ii. in any areas under the command of the security or armed forces; or
111. 1in the course of his duties or otherwise; or
iv. where he is known or identified as a member of the security or

armed forces; or

(c) whoever being a public servant commits sexual assault on a child; or

(d) whoever being on the management or on the staff of a jail, or remand
home or protection home or observation home, or other place of custody
or care and protection established by or under any law for the time being

in force commits sexual assault on a child being inmate of such jail or
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remand home or protection home or observation home or other place of

custody or care and protection; or

(e) whoever being on the management or staff of a hospital, whether
Government or private, commits sexual assault on a child in that hospital;

or

(f) whoever being on the management or staff of an educational institution
or religious institution, commits sexual assault on a child in that

institution; or
(g) whoever commits gang sexual assault on a child.

Explanation. This statement means that if a group of people intentionally
sexually assault a child together, each individual in the group will be
considered to have committed gang sexual assault according to the
definition given in the clause (Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012). As a result, each person in the group will be held

responsible for their actions as if they committed the act alone.

(h) whoever commits sexual assault on a child using deadly weapons, fire,
heated substance or corrosive substance; or

(1) whoever commits sexual assault causing grievous hurt or causing bodily

harm and injury or injury to the sexual organs of the child; or
(j) whoever commits sexual assault on a child, which
1. physically incapacitates the child or causes the child to become mentally
ill as defined under Mental Health Act (1987 (14), § 2(1)) or causes

impairment of any kind so as to render the child unable to perform

regular tasks, temporarily or permanently; or
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ii. inflicts the child with Human Immunodeficiency Virus or any other
life-threatening disease or infection which may either temporarily or
permanently impair the child by rendering him physically incapacitated,

or mentally ill to perform regular tasks; or

(k) whoever, taking advantage of a child’s mental or physical disability,

commits sexual assault on the child; or

(I) whoever commits sexual assault on the child more than once or

repeatedly; or-
(m)whoever commits sexual assault on a child below twelve years; or

(n) whoever, being a relative of the child through blood or adoption or
marriage or guardianship or in foster care, or having domestic
relationship with a parent of the child, or who is living in the same or

shared household with the child, commits sexual assault on such child; or

(o) whoever, being in the ownership or management or staff, of any
institution providing services to the child, commits sexual assault on the

child in such institution; or

(p) whoever, being in a position of trust or authority of a child, commits
sexual assault on the child in an institution or home of the child or

anywhere else; or

(q) whoever commits sexual assault on a child knowing the child is
pregnant; or

(r) whoever commits sexual assault on a child and attempts to murder the
child; or

(s) whoever commits sexual assault on a child in the course of communal or

sectarian violence; or
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(t) whoever commits sexual assault on a child and who has been previously
convicted of having committed any offence under this Act or any sexual

offence punishable under any other law for the time being in force; or

(u) whoever commits sexual assault on a child and makes the child to strip

or parade naked in public, is said to commit aggravated sexual assault.

Punishment for Aggravated Sexual Assault. Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 10) explains that whoever, commits aggravated sexual
assault shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which
shall not be less than five years but which may extend to seven years, and shall also

be liable to fine.
Sexual Harassment

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 11), states that
person is said to commit sexual harassment upon a child when such person with

sexual intent;

1. utters any word or makes any sound, or makes any gesture or exhibits
any object or part of body with the intention that such word or sound
shall be heard, or such gesture or object or part of body shall be seen by

the child; or

i1. makes a child exhibit his body or any part of his body so as it is seen by

such person or any other person; or

iii. shows any object to a child in any form or media for pornographic
purposes; or
iv. repeatedly or constantly follows or watches or contacts a child either

directly or through electronic, digital or any other means; or
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v. threatens to use, in any form of media, a real or fabricated depiction
through electronic, film or digital or any other mode, of any part of the

body of the child or the involvement of the child in a sexual act; or
vi. entices a child for pornographic purposes or gives gratification therefore.

Explanation. Any question which involves “sexual intent” shall be a

question of fact.

Punishment for Sexual Harassment. Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (2012, § 12) indicates that whoever commits sexual harassment upon a
child shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which

may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine.

Use of Child for Pornographic Purposes

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 13) explains that
whoever uses a child in any form of media (including programme or advertisement
telecast by television channels or internet or any other electronic form or printed
form, whether or not such programme or advertisement is intended for personal use

or for distribution), for the purposes of sexual gratification, which includes;

a) representation of the sexual organs of a child;

b) usage of a child engaged in real or simulated sexual acts (with or without

penetration) ;

c) the indecent or obscene representation of a child, shall be guilty of the

offence of using a child for pornographic purposes.

Explanation. For the purposes of this section, the expression “use a child”’
shall include involving a child through any medium like print, electronic,

computer or any other technology for preparation, production, offering,
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transmitting, publishing, facilitation and distribution of the pornographic

material.

Punishment for Using Child for Pornographic Purposes. Protection of

Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 14) states that;

1.

Whoever, uses a child or children for pornographic purposes shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description which may extend to five
years and shall also be liable to fine and in the event of second or subsequent
conviction with imprisonment of either description for a term which may

extend to seven years and also be liable to fine.

If the person using the child for pornographic purposes commits an offence
referred to in Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 3),
by directly participating in pornographic acts, he shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than ten
years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable

to fine.

If the person using the child for pornographic purposes commits an offence
referred to in Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 5),
by directly participating in pornographic acts, he shall be punished with

rigorous imprisonment for life and shall also be liable to fine.

If the person using the child for pornographic purposes commits an offence
referred to in Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 7),
by directly participating in pornographic acts, he shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than six

years but which may extend to eight years, and shall also be liable to fine.
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5. If the person using the child for pornographic purposes commits an offence
referred to in Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 9),
by directly participating in pornographic acts, he shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than

eight years but which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.

Punishment for Storage of Pornographic Material Involving Child.
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 15) explains that any
person, who stores, for commercial purposes any pornographic material in any form
involving a child shall be punished with imprisonment of either description which

may extend to three years or with fine or with both.

Obligation of Media, Studio and Photographic Facilities to Report Cases

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 20) mentions that
any personnel of the media or hotel or lodge or hospital or club or studio or
photographic facilities, by whatever name called, irrespective of the number of
persons employed therein, shall, on coming across any material or object which is
sexually exploitative of the child (including pornographic, sexually-related or
making obscene representation of a child or children) through the use of any
medium, shall provide such information to the Special Juvenile Police Unit, or to the

local police, as the case may be.

Punishment for Failure to Report or Record a Case. Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 21(1)) states that any person, who fails to report
the commission of an offence under (2012, § 19(1)) or (2012, § 20) or who fails to
record such offence under (2012, § 19(2)) shall be punished with imprisonment of

either description which may extend to six months or with fine or with both.
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Procedure for Media

According to Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 23);

1) No person shall make any report or present comments on any child from

2)

3)

4)

any form of media or studio or photographic facilities without having
complete and authentic information, which may have the effect of

lowering his reputation or infringing upon his privacy.

No reports in any media shall disclose, the identity of a child including
his name, address, photograph, family details, school, neighborhood or
any other particulars which may lead to disclosure of identity of the
child: Provided that for reasons to be recorded in writing, the Special
Court, competent to try the case under the Act, may permit such

disclosure, if in its opinion such disclosure is in the interest of the child.

The publisher or owner of the media or studio or photographic facilities
shall be jointly and severally liable for the acts and omissions of his

employee.

Any person who contravenes the provisions of Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 23(1)—~(2)) shall be liable to be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a period which shall
not be less than six months but which may extend to one year or with

fine or with both.

Recording of Statement of a Child

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 24) states that;

1y

The statement of the child shall be recorded at the residence of the child

or at a place where he usually resides or at the place of his choice and as
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2)

3)

4)

)

far as practicable by a woman police officer not below the rank of sub-

inspector.

The police officer while recording the statement of the child shall not be

in uniform.

The police officer making the investigation, shall, while examining the
child, ensure that at no point of time the child come in the contact in any

way with the accused.

No child shall be detained in the police station in the night for any

reason.

The police officer shall ensure that the identity of the child is protected
from the public media, unless otherwise directed by the Special Court in

the interest of the child.

Additional Provisions Regarding Statement to be Recorded

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 26(1)) mentions

that the Magistrate or the police officer, as the case may be, shall record the

statement as spoken by the child in the presence of the parents of the child or any

other person in whom the child has trust or confidence.

Medical Examination of a Child

According to Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 2);

1y

The medical examination of a child in respect of whom any offence has
been committed under this Act, shall, notwithstanding that a First
Information Report or complaint has not been registered for the offences
under this Act, be conducted in accordance with Code of Criminal

Procedure (1973 (2 of 1973), § 164A).
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2) In case the victim is a girl child, the medical examination shall be

conducted by a woman doctor.

3) The medical examination shall be conducted in the presence of the parent
of the child or any other person in whom the child reposes trust or

confidence.

4) Where, in case the parent of the child or other person referred to Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 2(3)) cannot be present,
for any reason, during the medical examination of the child, the medical
examination shall be conducted in the presence of a woman nominated by

the head of the medical institution.

Trials to be Conducted in Camera

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 37) states that the
Special Court shall record trail of cases in camera and in the presence of the parents

of the child or any other person in whom the child has trust or confidence.

Public Awareness about Act

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (2012, § 43) states that the
Central Government and every State Government, shall take all measures to ensure

that;

(a) the provisions of this Act are given wide publicity through media including
the television, radio and the print media at regular intervals to make the
general public, children as well as their parents and guardians aware of the

provisions of this Act;

(b) the officers of the Central Government and the State Governments and other

concerned persons (including the police officers) are imparted periodic
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training on the matters relating to the implementation of the provisions of the

Act.
The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986)

The act was amended in 2016 intended to prevent child labour and to ensure

the protection of children working in hazardous environments.
Definitions of Adolescent

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
2(1)) defines "Adolescent" as a person who has completed his fourteenth year of age

but has not completed his eighteenth year.
Definitions of Child

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
2(i1)) defines "Child" as a person who has not completed his fourteenth year of age
or such age as may be specified in The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory

Education Act, 2009 (35 of 2009), whichever is more.
Definitions of Day

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §

2(ii1)) refer "Day" as a period of twenty-four hours beginning at midnight.

Definitions of Establishment

According to the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act (1986, § 2(iv)) "Establishment” includes a shop, commercial establishment,
workshop, farm, residential hotel, restaurant, eating house, theatre or other place of

public amusement or entertainment.
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Definitions of Family

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
2(v)) defines "Family", in relation to an occupier, means the individual, the wife or
husband, as the case may be, of such individual, and their children, brother or sister

of such individual.
Definitions of Week

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
2(ix)) refers "Week" as a period of seven days beginning at midnight on Saturday
night or such other night as may be approved in writing for a particular area by the

Inspector.

Prohibition of Employment of Children in any Occupation and Process

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
3) states that no child can be employed or allowed to work in any occupation or
process. However, there are two exceptions to this rule. The first exception is if the
child helps his family or family enterprise in a non-hazardous occupation or process
after school hours or during vacations. The second exception is if the child works as
an artist in an audio-visual entertainment industry, such as advertisement, films,
television serials or sports activities, except for the circus, subject to prescribed
conditions and safety measures. However, this exception shall not affect the child's

school education.

The explanation section provides additional information regarding the terms
used in this section. The term 'family' refers to the child's mother, father, siblings,
father's siblings, mother's siblings, and other family members. The term 'family

enterprise’ means any work, profession, manufacture, or business that involves
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family members and other people. The term 'artist' refers to a child who performs or
practices any work as a hobby or profession directly involving him in activities such
as acting, singing, sports, or other activities related to entertainment or sports

activities mentioned in the second exception

Prohibition of Employment of Adolescents in Certain Hazardous Occupations and

Processes

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986,
§ 3A) outlines the restriction on employing young people in specific dangerous
occupations and tasks listed in the Schedule, which includes: working in mines,

handling flammable substance or explosive, and participating in risky processes.

Regulation of Conditions of Work of Adolescents

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
7) outlines rules regarding the hours and duration of work for adolescents in

establishments.

1) the number of hours that an adolescent is allowed to work cannot exceed

the limit set for that particular establishment or type of establishment.

2) the duration of work on each day must be arranged in a way that ensures
that no adolescent works for more than three hours without taking a

break of at least one hour.

3) the total period of work, including the break, should not be more than six
hours, which includes the waiting time for work as well.

4) adolescents are not allowed to work between 7 pm and 8 am.

5) they are not permitted to work overtime.

6) no adolescent can work in any establishment on a day on which they

have already worked in another establishment.
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Weekly Holidays

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986,
§ 8) states that every young worker who is employed in a business must have a
day off each work. The employer is required to display a notice in a prominent
location in the workplace indicating which day of the week the employee’s day
off will be. The employer is only allowed to change the designated day off once

every three months.

Penalties

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, §
14(1)) explains that whoever employs any child or permits any child to work in
contravention of the provisions of section 3 shall be punishable with imprisonment
for a term which shall not be less than six months but which may extend to two
years, or with fine which shall not be less than twenty thousand rupees but which
may extend to fifty thousand rupees, or with both: Provided that the parents or
guardians of such children shall not be punished unless they permit such child for
commercial purposes in contravention of the provisions of The Child and

Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986, § 3).

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006)

The act is a crucial piece of legislation aimed at tending child marriage and

protect children’s health, education, dignity and future opportunities.

Definition of Child

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 2(a)) defines a "Child" as a

male who is under 21 years of age, and a female who is under 18 years of age.
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Definition of Child Marriage

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 2(b)) defines "Child

Marriage" as a marriage that involves at least one person who is a child.
Definition of Contracting Party

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 2(c)) defines “Contracting
Party”, in relation to a marriage, as either of the parties whose marriage is or is about

to be thereby solemnized.
Definition of Minor

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 2(f)) refers a "Minor" as a
person who is considered not to have reached the age of majority under the Majority

Act, 1875 (9 of 1875).
Child Marriages to be Voidable at the Option of Contracting Party Being a Child

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 3) outlines that, child
marriages to be voidable at the option of contracting party being a child. Any
marriage involving a child, whether it occurred before or after the Act came into
effect, can be declared invalid by the child who was a part of the marriage.
However, only the child who was a part of the marriage can request for the marriage
to be annulled through a decree of nullity in the district court. If the person
submitting a request is under 18 years old when they file it, they can file it with the
assistance of their guardian or representative, together with the Child Marriage
Prohibition Officer. The petition under this section may be filed at any time but

before the child filing the petition completes two years of attaining majority.

When the district court approves a decree of nullity according to this section,

it must issue an order instructing both parties in the marriage and their parents or
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guardians to return to the opposite party, their parents, or guardian, the money,
jewelry, other valuables, and gifts received from the other side during the marriage.
Alternatively, they may return an amount equal to the value of the gifts and money
received. An order cannot be issued under this section without first notifying the
relevant parties and allowing them to appear before the district court to explain why

such an order should not be issued.
Punishment

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 9) explains the punishment
for male adult marrying a child as, if a man over the age of 18 enters into a marriage
with a child, he may face strict imprisonment for up to two years, a fine of up to one
lakh rupees, or both as a punishment. The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006,
§ 10) states that punishment for solemnising a child marriage as anyone who carries
out, manages, oversees, or assists in arranging a child marriage may be sentenced to
a period of intense imprisonment that could last up to two years and may also be
subject to a fine of up to one lakh rupees, unless they can demonstrate that they had

legitimate reasons to believe that the marriage was not a child marriage.
Power of Court to Issue Injunction Prohibiting Child Marriages

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006, § 13(1)) outlines that
notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Act, if, on an application
of the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer or on receipt of information through a
complaint or otherwise from any person, a Judicial Magistrate of the first class or a
Metropolitan Magistrate is satisfied that a child marriage in contravention of this Act
has been arranged or is about to be solemnised, such Magistrate shall issue an
injunction against any person including a member of an organisation or an

association of persons prohibiting such marriage.
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The Motor Vehicles Act (1988)

The act was amended in 2019 intended to ensure road safety of passenger

and the amendment specially focused on the safety of children.

Definition of Driving License

According to the Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 2(10)), “Driving License”
means the license issued by a competent authority under Chapter II authorizing the
person specified therein to drive, otherwise than as a learner, a motor vehicle or a

motor vehicle of any specified class or description.

Definition of Learner’s License

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 2(19)) states that “Learner’s License” is the
license issued by a competent authority under Chapter II authorising the person
specified therein to drive as a learner, a motor vehicle or a motor vehicle of any

specified class or description.

Definition of Public Place

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 2(34)) states that “Public Place” as a road,
street, way or other place, whether a thoroughfare or not, to which the public have a
right of access, and includes any place or stand at which passengers are picked up or

set down by a stage carriage.

Driving License

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 3(1)) outlines that person shall drive a
motor vehicle in any public place unless he holds an effective driving License issued

to him authorising him to drive the vehicle;
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Age Limit in Connection with Driving of Motor Vehicles

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 4(1)) mentions that no person under the

age of eighteen years shall drive a motor vehicle in any public place:

Responsibility of Owners of Motor Vehicles

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 5) outlines that responsibility of owners of
motor vehicles for contravention of The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, §§ 3-4) is no
owner or person in charge of a motor vehicle shall cause or permit any person who
does not satisfy the provisions of The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, §3 or 4) to drive

the vehicle.

Safety of Passengers

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 129) outlines that every person driving or
riding (otherwise than in a side car, on a motor cycle of any class or description)
shall, while in a public place, wear [protective headgear conforming to the standards

of Bureau of Indian Standards];

e Provided that the provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who is
a Sikh, if he is, while driving or riding on the motor cycle, in a public place,

wearing a turban:

e Provided further that the State Government may, by such rules, provide for

such exceptions as it may think fit.
e Explanation. “Protective headgear” means a helmet which,
a) by virtue of its shape, material and construction, could reasonably be

expected to afford to the person driving or riding on a motor cycle a

degree of protection from injury in the event of an accident; and
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b) is securely fastened to the head of the wearer by means of straps or other

fastenings provided on the headgear

Allowing Unauthorised Persons to Drive Vehicles

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 180) outlines that allowing unauthorized
persons to drive vehicles, being the owner or person in charge of a motor vehicle,
causes, or permits, any other person who does not satisfy the provisions of section 3
or section 4 to drive the vehicle shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand

rupees, or with both.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 180) of the principal Act, for
the words "which may extend to one thousand rupees”, the words “of five thousand

rupees’ shall be substituted.

The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 181), outlines that driving vehicles in
contravention of The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 3 or § 4), — whoever, drives a
motor vehicle in contravention of The Motor Vehicles Act (1988, § 3 or § 4) shall be
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or with

fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both.

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 181) of the principal Act, for
the words "which may extend to five hundred rupees", the words “of five thousand

rupees’ shall be substituted.

Use of safety belts and the seating of children

Under the Motor Vehicles Amendment Act, (2019, § 194B(2)) makes it an
offence to carry children (below 14 years) without a safety belt or a child restraint

system.
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The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 194(b))

1) Whoever drives a motor vehicle without wearing a safety belt or carries
passengers not wearing seat belts shall be punishable with a fine of one

thousand rupees:

e Provided that the State Government, may by notification in the Official

Gazette,

e exclude the application of this sub-section to transport vehicles to carry

standing

e passengers or other specified classes of transport vehicles.

2) Whoever drives a motor vehicle or causes or allows a motor vehicle to be
driven with a child who, not having attained the age of fourteen years, is not
secured by a safety belt or a child restraint system shall be punishable with a

fine of one thousand rupees.
Penalty for not Wearing Protective Headgear

The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 194D) outlines that whoever
drives a motor cycle or causes or allows a motor cycle to be driven in contravention
of the provisions of The Motor Vehicles Act (2019, § 129) or the rules or regulations
made there under shall be punishable with a fine of one thousand rupees and he shall

be disqualified for holding License for a period of three months.
Offences by Juveniles
The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 199A);

1) Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, the
guardian of such juvenile or the owner of the motor vehicle shall be deemed
to be guilty of the contravention and shall be liable to be proceeded against

and punished accordingly:
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2)

3)

4)

5)

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall render such guardian
or owner liable to any punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the
offence was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised all due

diligence to prevent the commission of such offence.

Explanation. For the purposes of this section, the Court shall presume that the
use of the motor vehicle by the juvenile was with the consent of the guardian

of such juvenile or the owner of the motor vehicle, as the case may be.

In addition to the penalty under The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act
(2019, § 199A(1)), such guardian or owner shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and with a fine of

twenty-five thousand rupees.

The provisions of The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 199A(1)-
(2)) shall not apply to such guardian or owner if the juvenile committing the
offence had been granted a learner's license under The Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act (2019, § 8) or a driving license and was operating a motor

vehicle which such juvenile was licensed to operate.

Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, the
registration of the motor vehicle used in the commission of the offence shall

be cancelled for a period of twelve months.

Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, then,
notwithstanding The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 4 or § 7),
such juvenile shall not be eligible to be granted a driving license under The
Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 9) or a learner's license under
The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act (2019, § 8) until such juvenile has

attained the age of twenty-five years.
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Where an offence under this Act has been committed by a juvenile, then such

juvenile shall be punishable with such fines as provided in the Act while any

custodial sentence may be modified as per the provisions of the Juvenile Justice

The Information Technology Act (2000)

The act was amended in 2008 and a comprehensive measure to prevent by

providing legal framework and focusses on preventing sexual exploitation of

children under 18 and ensuring their safety in cyberspace.

The Information Technology Act (2000, § 67B), outlines that punishment for

publishing or transmitting of material depicting children in sexually explicit act, etc.,

in electronic form. Whoever,

"(a) distributes or shares electronically any material that shows children

b)

d)

participating in sexually explicit acts or behavior, or is responsible for such

distribution or sharing."

This statement refers to the act of producing, gathering, acquiring, searching
for, saving, publicizing, endorsing, sharing or disseminating material that
portrays children in a lewd, vulgar, or sexually suggestive manner in any

electronic format.

Cultivates, entices or induces children to online relationship with one or
more children for and on sexually explicit act or in a manner that may offend

a reasonable adult on the computer resource
Facilitates abusing children online

Records any form of sexual abuse involving children, whether it's their own
or someone else's, in any electronic format, they can be punished upon first

conviction with imprisonment for up to five years and a fine of up to ten lakh



60 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

rupees. If they are convicted a second time or more, they can be imprisoned
for up to seven years and fined up to ten lakh rupees. However, it's important
to note that this section doesn't apply to any book, pamphlet, paper, writing,
drawing, painting, representation or figure in electronic form, as outlined in

The Information Technology Act (2000, §§ 67-67A).

i.  This refers to any written or visual material, such as a book, pamphlet,
paper, drawing, painting, or representation, that has been demonstrated
to serve the public good. The justification for this can be based on the
fact that the material is of interest to science, literature, art, learning, or

other areas that are of general concern.

i1.  which is kept or used for bona fide heritage or religious purposes.

Explanation: In this section, the term "children" refers to an individual

who is below the age of 18 years.

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act

(2003) (COTPA)

The act plays a crucial role in controlling the consumption and sale of
tobacco products in India. The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition
of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act (2003) mainly deals with the provisions regarding minors and the

prohibition of tobacco in school premises.

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement
and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act

COTPA (2003, § 4) outlines the person shall smoke in any public place; provided
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that in a hotel having thirty rooms or a restaurant having seating capacity of thirty
persons or more and in the airports, a separate provision for smoking area or space

may be made.

COTPA (2003, § 6) outlines that person shall sell, offer for sale, or permit

sale of, cigarette or any other tobacco product-

(a) to any person who is under eighteen years of age, and
(b) in an area within a radius of one hundred yards of any educational

institution.

COTPA (2003, § 21(1)) states that whoever contravenes the provisions of

section 4 shall be punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees.

COTPA (2003, § 24(1)) outlines that any person who contravenes the
provisions of section 6 shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall be

punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees.

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998)
The act aims to prevent and control the increasing incidence of ragging.
Definition of Head of the Educational Institution

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 2(a)) defines that "Head of the
Educational Institution" as the Principal or the Headmaster or the person responsible

for the management of that educational institution.
Definition of Ragging

According to Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 2(b)) "Ragging"
refers to engaging in any behavior that is disruptive or disorderly towards a student
in an educational institution. Such behavior can result in physical or psychological

harm, as well as creating feelings of fear, shame, or embarrassment for the targeted
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student. The definition of ragging also encompasses any related activities. It refers to
the act of making fun of, insulting, or pranking a student in a way that causes harm
or hurt to them. It refers to the act of making fun of, insulting, or pranking a student

in a way that causes harm or hurt to them.
Prohibition of Ragging

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 3) states that ragging within or

without any educational institution is prohibited.
Penalty for Ragging

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 4) outlines that anyone who
engages in, supports, assists, or spreads the practice of ragging, either within or
outside an educational institution, will face imprisonment for up to two years and

may also be fined up to ten thousand rupees upon conviction.
Dismissal of Student

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 5) states that if a student is found
guilty of breaking the law outlined in Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 4),
they will be expelled from their current educational institution. Additionally, they
will not be allowed to enroll in any other educational institution for a period of three

years from the date of their expulsion.
Suspension of Student

According to Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 6), regarding the

suspension of student;

(1) If a student, parent or guardian, or teacher of an educational institution
submits a written complaint about ragging to the head of that institution, the

head must investigate the matter within seven days of receiving the
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complaint. If the complaint appears to be true, the accused student must be
suspended, and the complaint must be forwarded to the appropriate police
station for further action. This action must be taken without prejudice to any

other provisions.

(2) If the head of the educational institution investigates and finds that the
complaint received under Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998, § 6(1)) is

not valid, he must inform the complainant in writing.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009)

The act enacted in India in 2009 is an important piece of legislation aimed at
ensuring free and compulsory education to all children between the ages of 6 and 14

years.

Definition of Capitation Fee

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(b))
defines “Capitation Fee” as any kind of donation or contribution or payment other

than the fee notified by the school.

Definition of Child

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(c))

defines “Child” as a male or female child of the age of six to fourteen years.

Definition of Child Belonging to Disadvantaged Group

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (2009, § 2(d))
refers “Child belonging to Disadvantaged Group” as a child belonging to the
Scheduled Caste, the Scheduled Tribe, the socially and educationally backward class

or such other group having disadvantage owing to social, cultural, economical,
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geographical, linguistic, gender or such other factor, as may be specified by the

appropriate Government, by notification.

Definition of Child Belonging to Weaker Section

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(e))
defines “Child belonging to Weaker Section” as a child belonging to such parent or
guardian whose annual income is lower than the minimum limit specified by the

appropriate Government, by notification.

Definition of Elementary Education

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009,
§ 2(f)) defines “Elementary Education” as the education from first class to eighth

class.

Definition of Guardian

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(g))
refers “Guardian”, in relation to a child, as a person having the care and custody of
that child and includes a natural guardian or guardian appointed or declared by a

court or a statute.

Definition of Local Authority

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(h))
defines “Local Authority” as a Municipal Corporation or Municipal Council or Zila
Parishad or Nagar Panchayat or Panchayat, by whatever name called, and includes
such other authority or body having administrative control over the school or
empowered by or under any law for the time being in force to function as a local

authority in any city, town or village.
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Definition of School

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(n))
defines “School” as any recognised school imparting elementary education and

includes —

1. a school established, owned or controlled by the appropriate Government

or a local authority;

ii. an aided school receiving aid or grants to meet whole or part of its

expenses from the appropriate Government or the local authority;
iii.  a school belonging to specified category; and

iv. an unaided school not receiving any kind of aid or grants to meet its

expenses from the appropriate Government or the local authority.

Definition of Screening Procedure

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(0))
defines “Screening Procedure” as the method of selection for admission of a child,

in preference over another, other than a random method.
State Commission for Protection of Child Rights

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(q))
defines “State Commission for Protection of Child Rights” as the State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights constituted under section 3 of the Commissions for

Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005 (4 of 2006).
Right to Free and Compulsory Education

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(c))

outlines that; (1) Every child of the age of six to fourteen years, including a child
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referred to in The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, §
2(d)-(e)), shall have the right to free and compulsory education in a neighborhood

school till the completion of his or her elementary education.

(2) For the purpose of The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (2009, § (1)), no child shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges
or expenses which may prevent him or her from pursuing and completing the

elementary education.

Special provisions for children not admitted to, or who have not completed,

elementary education

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 4)
outlines that where a child above six years of age has not been admitted in any
school or though admitted, could not complete his or her elementary education, then,

he or she shall be admitted in a class appropriate to his or her age:

e Provided that where a child is directly admitted in a class appropriate to his
or her age, then, he or she shall, in order to be at par with others, have a right
to receive special training, in such manner, and within such time-limits, as

may be prescribed:

e Provided further that a child so admitted to elementary education shall be
entitled to free education till completion of elementary education even after

fourteen years.

Right of Transfer to Other School

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 5(1))
states that; where in a school, there is no provision for completion of elementary

education, a child shall have a right to seek transfer to any other school, excluding
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the school specified in The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education

Act (2009, § 2(iii)-(iv), 2(n)), for completing his or her elementary education.

(2) Where a child is required to move from one school to another, either
within a State or outside, for any reason whatsoever, such child shall have a right to
seek transfer to any other school, excluding the school specified in The Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 2(iii)-(iv), 2(n)), for

completing his or her elementary education.

(3) For seeking admission in such other school, the Head-teacher or in-
charge of the school where such child was last admitted, shall immediately issue the

transfer certificate:

e Provided that delay in producing transfer, certificate shall not be a ground for

either delaying or denying admission in such other school:

e Provided further that the Head-teacher or in-charge of the school delaying
issuance of transfer certificate shall be liable for disciplinary action under the

service rules applicable to him or her.

Duties of Appropriate Government, Local Authority and Parents

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 6) for
carrying out the provisions of this Act, the appropriate Government and the local
authority shall establish, within such area or limits of neighborhood, as may be
prescribed, a school, where it is not so established, within a period of three years

from the commencement of this Act.

Duties of Local Authority

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 9)

states that every local authority shall;
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(a) provide free and compulsory elementary education to every child: Provided
that where a child is admitted by his or her parents or guardian, as the case
may be, in a school other than a school established, owned, controlled or
substantially financed by funds provided directly or indirectly by the
appropriate Government or a local authority, such child or his or her parents
or guardian, as the case may be, shall not be entitled to make a claim for
reimbursement of expenditure incurred on elementary education of the child

in such other school;

(b) ensure availability of a neighborhood school as specified in The Right of

Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 6);

(c) ensure that the child belonging to weaker section and the child belonging to
disadvantaged group are not discriminated against and prevented from

pursuing and completing elementary education on any grounds;

(d) maintain records of children up to the age of fourteen years residing within

its jurisdiction, in such manner as may be prescribed;

(e) ensure and monitor admission, attendance and completion of elementary

education by every child residing within its jurisdiction;

(f) provide infrastructure including school building, teaching staff and learning

material;

(g) provide special training facility specified in The Right of Children to Free

and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 4);

(h) ensure good quality elementary education conforming to the standards and

norms specified in the Schedule;
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(1) ensure timely prescribing of curriculum and courses of study for elementary
education;

(j) provide training facility for teachers;

(k) ensure admission of children of migrant families;

(I) monitor functioning of schools within its jurisdiction; and

(m)decide the academic calendar.

Duty of Parents and Guardian

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 10)
outlines that it shall be the duty of every parent or guardian to admit or cause to be
admitted his or her child or ward, as the case may be, to an elementary education in

the neighborhood school.
No Capitation Fee and Screening Procedure for Admission

According to the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act

(2009, § 13);

(1) No school or person shall, while admitting a child, collect any capitation fee
and subject the child or his or her parents or guardian to any screening

procedure.

(2) Any school or person, if in contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1)

(a) receives capitation fee, shall be punishable with fine which may extend

to ten times the capitation fee charged;

(b) subjects a child to screening procedure, shall be punishable with fine
which may extend to twenty-five thousand rupees for the first

contravention and fifty thousand rupees for each subsequent contravention.
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Proof of age for Admission

According to the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act

(2009, § 14),

(1) For the purposes of admission to elementary education, the age of a child
shall be determined on the basis of the birth certificate issued in accordance
with the provisions of the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act,
1886 (6 of 1886) or on the basis of such other document, as may be

prescribed.

(2) No child shall be denied admission in a school for lack of age proof.

No Denial of Admission

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 15)
outlines that a child shall be admitted in a school at the commencement of the

academic year or within such extended period as may be prescribed;

e Provided that no child shall be denied admission if such admission is sought

subsequent to the extended period:

e Provided further that any child admitted after the extended period shall
complete his studies in such manner as may be prescribed by the appropriate

Government.
e Prohibition of holding back and expulsion
The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 16),

no child admitted in a school shall be held back in any class or expelled from school

till the completion of elementary education.
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Prohibition of Physical Punishment and Mental Harassment to Child

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 17)
outlines that no child shall be subjected to physical punishment or mental

harassment.

(1) Whoever contravenes the provisions of The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act (2009, § 17(1)) shall be liable to disciplinary

action under the service rules applicable to such person.
Review of Related Studies on Legal Awareness

As the focus of the investigation is on enhancing Legal Awareness among
secondary school students through Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness, the
researcher sought out literature on legal related studies applicable to students. After
reviewing a significant amount of literature, the researcher carefully selected only
empirical studies that are relevant to the research problem. The reviews of related

studies are presented here.
Studies Related to Legal Education at International Level

Xiaoting et al. (2025) analysed the current situation of the legal education
system for college students in vocational colleges in Guangdong Province.
Quantitative and qualitative methods were adopted to conduct the study. A sample
of 382 students were selected from five economically backward vocational colleges
and 93 vocational colleges in Guangdong. Stratified sampling was used by giving
representation to gender, grade, and major interview and focus group discussion
were carried out among 10 experts in higher vocational colleges. The results of this
study emphasized the importance of optimizing the rule of law education system for
college students in Guangdong. Results analyzed by SWOT and SPET revealed that

among the internal factors, college students’ ability to practice the rule of law is not
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strong. College students cannot use the rule of law knowledge learned in class to
solve life problems; and the content of the rule of law course was relatively esoteric
and difficult to understand. Among external factors, national policies; negative
social impacts; and society's expectations for college students pose great challenges

to the rule of law education system.

Al-Janabi et al. (2024) analysed the content of Social Studies textbooks for
middle school in relation to legal education. The main objective of the study that to
investigate the extent and manner in which legal education concepts was included in
social studies textbooks for the intermediate grades and to provide suggestions for
improving the inclusion of these concepts. Social studies textbooks for the middle
school intermediate stages taught in the academic year 2023-2024, covering first,
second, and third intermediate grades were analysed. The findings revealed that the
content of the social studies textbooks did not represent legal education in an equal
or balanced manner across grades. And also found that important legal concepts
such as organ trafficking, anti-smoking, and anti-drug education were insufficiently
underlined. The results also indicated that the existing textbooks lack comprehensive
coverage of legal education and it recommended reviewing and revising textbook

content to include essential legal education concepts.

McNamara (2024) analyzed the interpretation of legal requirements for
Physical Education (PE) and Adapted Physical Education (APE) under Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in state and federal court cases and
identified prevailing parties in such cases. The study used legal content analysis
approach. The sample included seven court cases drawn from US state and federal
court dealing specifically with interpretation of PE and APE under IDEA. The study
employed a legal content analysis to examine the interpretation of IDEA in state and

federal court cases related to PE and APE. Among the seven cases examined,
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schools were identified as the prevailing party in most cases. Findings underscored
the gap between legal interpretations and academic understanding of PE and APE
within IDEA. The results of the study highlighted that proper documentation of PE
and APE, the limited involvement of trained adapted physical educators, and

misconceptions surrounding PE and APE.

Ozkaya and Colak (2024) assessed social studies teachers’ legal literacy levels
and their perspectives on legal literacy education. The study was conducted with 160
social studies teachers in the first stage and 10 selected teachers in the second stage.
Instruments used for data collection were the Legal Literacy Scale and a semi-
structured interview form. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive and
inferential statistics, qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis. The study
found that most participants either follow the law moderately or always, and a little
over half of the participants were interested in the law. The results also indicated that
the low membership limits the participants’ encounter with legal issues or situations.
Regarding the qualitative findings that the number of teachers who expressed positive
views (sufficient and moderately sufficient) was slightly higher than the number of
teachers who did not considered themselves sufficient, which weakly supports the
quantitative data. The results indicated that teachers generally possess a high level of
legal literacy. However, a notable portion of them do not perceive themselves as
legally literate, citing insufficient education, knowledge, experience, and interest in
law as reasons. Furthermore, challenges related to the abstract nature of the subject
and difficulties in effectively teaching it to students were identified. To address these
issues, teachers suggested real-life applications, making the lessons more tangible,

developing teaching materials, and enhancing professional development.

The study conducted by Akcan and Bakir (2023) analyzed the life studies

textbooks in the context of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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The main objective was to determine the extent to which the Life Studies textbooks in
use since the 2019-2020 academic year reflect the rights defined in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and to identify which
specific rights are accentuated, neglected, or misrepresented. The investigators used
a qualitative research design, by incorporating document analysis as a form of content
analysis. This approach allowed a detailed examination of the textbooks’, textual, and
visual content according to the framework of the UNCRC’s 54 articles. Three official
Life Studies textbooks taught in Turkish primary schools during the 2019-2020
academic year were analyzed. Results indicated that while some rights, such as
participation and protection, were barely visible, many others, such as the rights to
education, health, and play, were poorly addressed or presented inconsistently. The
representation of rights was uneven and scattered across textbooks. The results
suggested that life studies textbooks only partially reflect the principles and scope of
the UNCRC. Children’s rights existed, but were not systematically or
comprehensively aligned with the 54 articles of the Convention. The authors
concluded that curriculum materials need to be revised to achieve a balanced and

accurate integration of children’s rights education.

Dilbaz et al. (2023) evaluated the effectiveness of online training program
for healthcare service providers to prevent child marriage and forced marriage. The
aim of the research was to assess the effectiveness of an internet-based training
program created to prevent Child Marriage/Forced Marriage (CM\FM). The
program and educational resources were developed in cooperation with The
Association of Public Health Specialists (HASUDER) and UNFPA-Turkey, with
financial backing from the Swedish International Cooperation Development Agency
(SIDA). The sample consisted of 50 volunteer healthcare professionals (such as

doctors, nurses, midwives, intern doctors, psychologists, and social workers) from
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across Turkey who had undergone the training between December 30, 2020, and
December 10, 2022. The findings showed that the online training program was
successful in providing important knowledge to service providers in preventing

CM/FM.

Fazil et al. (2023) conducted a case study on internet safety and cyber
security awareness among secondary and high school students in Afghanistan at
Badakhshan Province. The study examined the impact of cyber security education
on the digital literacy and online safety of students among the youth in Badakhshan
province in Afghanistan. Stratified random sampling technique was employed and
selected 170 male and female students from various grade level in both public and
private schools with in Badakhshan province in Afghanistan. Data collection was
conducted through a comprehensive survey questionnaire consisting of 16 Likert
scale-based questions. The findings of research indicated that internet behavior and
cyber security awareness of the youth in Badakhshan Province, Afghanistan was
low. The results also showed the need to foster digital literacy and online safety
principles among students of different ages and academic backgrounds. It also
highlighted the critical role of parental involvement in fostering responsible digital

behaviours that encompass aspects such as privacy, security, and copyright.

An and Yang (2022) evaluated the impact of a road safety educational
programme for senior elementary school students in Cambodia. The aim of the
research was to assess the impact of a customized, comprehensive road safety
educational program for older elementary school students in Cambodia. The
program was implemented at an elementary school and comprised of seven parts
that covered various topics related to pedestrian and vehicle safety (cars,
motorcycles, and bicycles). A mixed method was employed to assess the changes in

the students' knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors towards road safety. The study
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included 52 students in total, with the experimental group made up of fourth graders
(10 years old) and the control group composed of fifth graders (11 years old).
Additionally, qualitative interviews were conducted with six participants from the
experimental group. The results showed that the students gained new insights into
road safety, developed more positive attitudes, and made efforts to practice road

safety through the educational programme provide to them.

Luo (2022) analyzed effective strategies for cultivating legal awareness
among college students, emphasizing the critical role of legal consciousness in
national progress and the realization of governing the country according to law. The
research adopted a policy and literature review method to analyse current practices
and shortcomings in legal education for non-law majors in colleges and universities,
followed by analytical and conceptual of addresses trends, practices, and problems
within Chinese higher education. The research findings suggested that colleges often
neglect to create multiple engaging environments for fostering legal awareness,
focusing too narrowly on formal curriculum, institutional leadership, and student
engagement. The research findings also revealed that it is critical for universities to
actively shape campus legal culture while allowing students to pursue a broad range

of legal knowledge independently.

Yazici et al. (2021) examined the perceptions of sixth grade students
regarding the concepts of law and justice. The study aimed to provide students
with knowledge and skills such as the development of law and justice awareness,
and the development of legal literacy, and to analyze students' perceptions about
the concepts of law and justice in the Law and Justice course curriculum teaching
in the sixth grade of secondary school. A sample of 150 sixth grade students

studying in Atatiirk Secondary School and Gazi Mustafa Kemal Secondary School,
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located in the center of Kaya district of Afyonkarahisar, were included in the
working group of the research in the 2019-2020 academic year. The Law and
Justice Word Association Test prepared by the researcher was used as a data
collection tool. The results obtained indicated that the students' perceptions of the
concepts of law and justice are close to each other. Results also revealed that
students had the conceptual knowledge necessary to raise awareness of the

concepts of law and justice.

Alanzi (2019) investigated the legal education model in the Arab regional
and Saudi Arabia in particular. The results indicated that the Arab legal system has
been found to be derived from Roman law and French models. It has been stated that
the French teaching model is spread in the country through professors who have
been educated in French law schools, and that the French model of legal education
follows a lecture approach. Formal legal education in the country was initiated by
the Institute of Public Administration (IPA) in the 1970s. The IPA offered a two-
year diploma after a master's degree in Sharia. Subsequently, King Saud University
began systematic legal education in the 1980s. Law graduates are required to have a
minimum of a 4-year law degree and a 3-year apprenticeship as a trainee lawyer in a
law firm. The research also contrasts the legal education systems of France, Saudi
Arabia, and the US. The study found that the Saudi Arabian system is more similar

to the French system and less similar to the US system.

Kutsyuruba et al. (2019) explored the understanding of pre-service teachers'
legal literacy and experiences with legal issues in practicum setting. The aim of
study was to examine the level of knowledge that pre-service teachers have about
education law and policy and how it affects their preparation to enter the teaching

profession. Exploratory mixed-methods was used to examine the reflections of pre-
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service teachers (n =1731) who detailed their observations and experiences of legal
issues during practical placements over three academic years in a teacher education
program at a University in Southeastern Ontario. Results indicated that similarities
and differences in the problems that teacher candidates had observed or dealt with in
their practice. Findings of teacher candidates' awareness of legal issues suggested
that the school law and ethics course generally provides an initial awareness of what

is acceptable and unacceptable for a teacher.

Kort (2018) analysed the social studies textbooks with reference to human
rights education. The main objective of the study was to find out the extent to
which human rights featured in the school subject of social studies in the
Netherlands. The study assessed whether the textbook included sufficient and
accurate factors of human rights education, given the status of citizenship
education in the Netherlands. The method included a qualitative case study
analysis applying human rights education criteria to the textbook content. Social
science textbook of Dutch secondary schools was selected for content analysis.
Findings revealed that the textbook lacked basic information on human rights.
Moreover, the study found that the textbook conveyed some misrepresentation
about human rights due to the authors' mistakes. The analysis indicated that the
textbook did not adequately support human rights education which is vital for
fostering informed and active future citizens. The result highlighted the need for
improved human rights content and teacher support to insert human rights values
effectively into citizenship education in the Netherlands, aiming to enhance

students’ critical reflection on rights and justice in society.

Pevtsova et al. (2016) analysed the reasons for the distortion of legal

concepts, guidelines, and settings of juvenile offenders category of children, as
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well as methods for correcting the elements of their legal awareness. The methods
used in the study include systematization and generalization of facts and concepts
in legal practice and education, the method of expert evaluations, and qualitative
and quantitative analysis. The study found that juvenile offenders are less likely
to have a sense of law and exhibit antisocial behaviours in situations of isolation
from society as a result of social and other forms of poverty, disproportionate
impact on teachers, and natural personality development during adolescence.
Results revealed that the reasons for the distortion of the elements of legal
consciousness of students in closed-type institutions. The qualitative individual
characteristics of students and socio-pedagogical prerequisites that allow creating
the threshold of social and legal competence of minors in conditions of isolation

from society.

Raman et al. (2014) evaluated the current factors linked to seat-belt use and
unsafe driving behaviours in Kuwait. The researcher surveyed 741 adults in 2010
to assess their driving habits and history. The results showed that only 41.60
percent of drivers reported always using a seat belt, with front seat passengers
being more likely to use seat belts (30.50 percent) than rear passengers (6.50
percent). The study also revealed that distracted driving behaviours, such as
mobile phone use (51.10 percent) and texting/SMS (32.40 percent), were
widespread. Logistic regression analysis indicated that drivers who were young
(aged 18-19), male, Kuwaiti nationals or non-Kuwaiti Arabs, drove above the
speed limit, had traffic violation tickets, or had more than one car crash in the past

year, were less likely to use seat belts.

A case study was conducted by Chambers (2013) on preventing child
sexual abuse. Data was collected through open-ended interviews with 36

conference attendees, and structured interviews with three participants. The
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findings of the study revealed that education based on the theory of knowledge is
crucial in putting an end to child sexual abuse (CSA). The findings suggested that
education based on the theory of knowledge is the key to ending CSA and
education is a major barrier to CSA and that relevant knowledge, skills, concepts,
attitudes and values should be integrated across all subjects, especially social
sciences. The research results showed that an integrated educational approach can
influence children and provide them with the awareness and confidence to

recognize and respond to sexual abuse.

Raman et al. (2013) analyzed the level of awareness and utilization of child
safety seats in Kuwait. A self-administered survey was conducted among parents
of children aged 18 or younger at five Kuwaiti university campuses. Out of the 552
respondents, a significant number (44 percent) had placed a child in the front seat
while driving, and 41.5 percent had held a child in their lap while driving. The
majority of parents were not aware of or did not use the appropriate child restraint.
Only 36 percent of parents of infants knew about an infant seat, and only 26
percent reported using one. On the other hand, over 70 percent of parents reported
wearing seat belts either "all of the time" (33 percent) or "most of the time" (41
percent). The results revealed that parents' understanding and habits of using child
car seats in Kuwait can be used to design interventions aimed at reducing injuries

and fatalities of child passengers.

Makela and Peters (2004) examined the comprehension of consumer rights
and responsibilities, along with the attitudes towards consumer behavior and
education of senior secondary school students in Botswana. Data was gathered
through a questionnaire completed by 3107 students and was analyzed using
descriptive statistical techniques to determine frequencies and central tendencies.

The results indicated that consumer education programs have a favorable influence
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on adolescents as the majority of the student’s exhibited awareness of consumer
rights and responsibilities, and were able to make informed choices on different

consumer issues.

Hebert et al. (2001) conducted a study on proximate effects of a child
sexual abuse prevention program in elementary school. The purpose of the study
was to assess the effectiveness of the sexual child abuse prevention program called
ESPACE using a research design known as Solomon-type with first and third
grade students. Sample consisted of 133 children, comprising 64 first-graders and
69 third-graders. The results indicated that the children who participated in the
prevention program demonstrated more knowledge and skills related to abuse
prevention than those who did not participate. Therefore, the findings suggested
that the Quebec version of the CAP program was successful in training children in

the prevention of abuse concepts and skills.

Maclntyre and Carr (1999) conducted a study on evaluation of the
effectiveness of the stay safe primary prevention programme for child sexual
abuse. The purpose of the study was to assess the efficacy of the Stay Safe
Programme in providing personal safety skills training to unscreened 7 and 10-
year-old children for preventing child abuse. The researchers compared changes in
safety knowledge and skills as well as self-esteem between 339 children who
underwent the Stay Safe Programme and 388 children who were on a waiting list.
The results revealed that those children who received training had significantly
better safety knowledge and skills, which remained consistent during the follow-up
period. As a result, the study concluded that the Stay Safe Programme was in

effective primary prevention intervention for child abuse.

Summary of the international level studies on legal education reviewed are

given in Table 1
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Table 1

Summary of International Studies on Legal Education

SL

No.

Author (s)

Year

Findings

1.

Xiaoting et al.

Al-Janabi et al.

McNamara

Ozkaya and
Colak

Akcan and Bakir

Dilbaz et al.

Fazil et al.

2025

2024

2024

2024

2023

2023

2023

College students cannot use rule of law to solve life
problems, and national policies, negative society’s
impact as well as expectation of society create
challenges to rule of law education.

The content of the social studies textbooks did not
represent legal education in an equal or balanced
manner across grades. The important legal concepts
such as organ trafficking, anti-smoking, and anti-
drug education were insufficiently underlined in
textbooks.

The gap between legal interpretations and academic
understanding of Physical Education and Adaptive
Physical Education within Individual with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Most participants either follow the law moderately
or always, and a little over half of the participants
were interested in the law. Teachers possessed high
level of legal literacy but do not perceive then as
legally literate.

The study found that while some rights, such as
participation and protection, were barely visible,
many others, such as the rights to education, health,
and play, were poorly addressed or presented
inconsistently. The representation of rights was
uneven and scattered across textbooks.

The online training program was successful in
providing important knowledge to service providers
in preventing Child Marriage/Forced Marriage.

Internet behaviour and cyber security awareness of
the youth in Badakhshan Province, Afghanistan
was low.
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Sl
No.

Author (s)

Year

Findings

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

An and Yang

Luo

Yazici et al.

Alanzi

Kutsyuruba et al.

Kort

2022

2022

2021

2019

2019

2018

The road safety educational programme significantly
improved the knowledge and attitudes of senior
elementary school students concerning road safety.
There was a significant increase in road safety
knowledge and attitudes in the experimental group
that received the programme compared to the
control group.

Colleges often neglect to create multiple engaging
environments for fostering legal awareness,
focussing too narrowly on formal curriculum,

institutional leadership, and student engagement.

Students’ perceptions of concept of law and justice
are close to each other. Students had the conceptual
knowledge necessary to raise awareness of
concepts of law and justice.

Legal education system of France, Saudi Arabia,
and US contrasts. Saudi Arabian system is more
similar to the French legal education system and

less similar to the US legal education system.

Similarities and differences in the problems that
teacher candidates had observed or dealt with in
their practice. Teacher candidates' awareness of legal
issues suggested that the school law and ethics
course generally provides an initial awareness of

what is acceptable and unacceptable for a teacher.

The textbook lacked basic information on
human rights. The textbook conveyed some
misrepresentation about human rights due to the
authors' mistakes. The textbook did not adequately
support human rights education which is vital for

fostering informed and active future citizens.
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SI.
No.

Author (s)

Year

Findings

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Pevtsova et al.

Raman et al.

Chambers

Raman et al.

Makela and
Peters

2016

2014

2013

2013

2004

Juvenile offenders are less likely to have a sense of
law and exhibit antisocial behaviours in situations
of isolation from society as a result of social and
other forms of poverty, disproportionate impact on
teachers or teachers, and natural personality

development during adolescence.

Only 41.60 percent of drivers reported always
using a seat belt, with front seat passengers being
more likely to use seat belts (30.50 percent) than
rear passengers (6.50 percent).Young male drivers
drove above speed limit had traffic violation, and

car crash more in the past years.

Education based on the theory of knowledge is
crucial in putting an end to child sexual abuse
(CSA).and education based on the theory of
knowledge is the key to ending CSA and education
is a major barrier to CSA and that relevant
knowledge, skills, concepts, attitudes and values

should be integrated across all subjects, especially

social sciences.

The majority of parents were not aware of or did
not use the appropriate child restraint. Only 36
percent of parents of infants knew about an infant
seat, and only 26 percent reported using one. On
the other hand, over 70 percent of parents reported
wearing seat belts either "all of the time" (33
percent) or "most of the time" (41 percent).

Consumer education programs have a favourable
influence on adolescents as the majority of the
student’s exhibited awareness of consumer rights
and responsibilities, and were able to make

informed choices on different consumer issues.
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S1.

No. Author (s) Year Findings

19. Hebert et al. 2001 The Quebec version of the CAP program was
successful in training children in the prevention of

abuse concepts and skills.

20. Maclntyre and 1999 The children who received training had
Carr significantly better safety knowledge and skills,
which remained consistent during the follow-up

period.

Studies Related to Legal Education at National Level

Deepankuran and George (2025) examined the awareness on POCSO act
among prospective teachers. The study aimed to find out how much knowledge
prospective teachers have about the POCSO Act. The survey method was adopted
for the study. The POCSO Act Awareness test, constructed by the investigator, was
used to gather data on the awareness of prospective teachers. Sample consisted of
510 prospective teachers in Kerala state. The findings revealed that prospective

teachers have a moderate level of awareness of the POCSO Act 2012.

Thakur and Thapliyal (2025) assessed the level of legal awareness among
graduate students in Chandigarh, how legal knowledge acts as a tool for
empowerment, and gender and stream (arts, science, commerce) differences exists in
legal literacy. The research employed a cross-sectional survey design. Data were
collected using a structured questionnaire focusing on legal knowledge, awareness
of rights and duties, and attitudes towards law and justice. The survey was
administered to respondents from several colleges over a set period, ensuring diverse
representation. Sample consisted of 300 graduate students from various colleges in
Chandigarh, comprising of both male and female students, with representation from

arts, science, and commerce streams. The findings indicated that the legal awareness



86 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

level among graduate students was moderate, with most students familiar with basic
rights but lacking deeper understanding of complex legal provisions. Results also
found that the majority of students expressed a positive attitude toward the

importance of legal literacy and its connection to greater empowerment and justice.

Bhat et al. (2024) analysed the level of legal awareness among University
students of Kashmir. The research aimed to examine the extent of legal awareness
among university students in Kashmir, assess how socio-economic condition
influences legal awareness, and understand the practical application of legal
knowledge among students. The investigators utilized both primary and secondary
sources for data collection. Primary data were gathered through a survey using a
structured questionnaire. The results indicated that the level of legal awareness
among university students was generally low; most students lacked thorough legal
literacy, and socio-economic background had a notable influence on students' legal
awareness, with those from more privileged backgrounds tending to have greater
awareness. The results also revealed the need for enhanced legal education and
greater efforts to increase legal literacy among students, which would permit them to

effectively participate in civic processes and access justice.

Kundal and Singh (2024) examined the gendered experiences of female law
students in Indian law schools, influence of social norms, and patriarchal
expectations on their education and career choices. The study used a qualitative and
quantitative mixed-methods approach to analyze the gendered experiences of female
students in Indian law schools, exactly focusing on three law schools in New Delhi.
The sample involved 50 female students enrolled across different semesters of law
degree course. The results indicated that women students initially showed

enthusiasm for active legal professions such as litigation but tend to distance



‘Kevfcw o ﬁ/ze/‘;fa/ ) ‘ZI'I‘enzz‘ztm 87

themselves from these career paths in later years due to the prevailing masculinity
and gender biases in the legal profession. The result also highlighted the persistence
of gender bias despite increasing numbers of women in legal education and calls for

meaningful reforms to address these entrenched barriers.

Abid and Niranjana (2023) evaluated the awareness on Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 among prospective teachers at secondary
school level. The study adopted survey method. The sample consisted of 69
prospective teachers of Kozhikode district of Kerala state. The result indicated that
majority of the prospective teachers are aware of the various aspects of POCSO Act
2012. But at the same time the results also revealed that only half of the prospective
teachers are aware of some of the aspects of POCSO Act, like meaning of
penetrative sexual assault, moral conduct of a police force while dealing with cases

and provisions for public awareness on POCSO Act.

Joshi and Sharma (2023) evaluated the effectiveness of an education module
on child sexual abuse among school going adolescents in selected schools of
Gurugram, Haryana. The objective of the study was to evaluate how effective a
teaching module on child sexual abuse was for school-aged teenagers in selected
schools in Gurugram. Experimental study was conducted on a sample of 250 schools
going teenagers in selected schools in Gurugram, using simple random sampling.
The results of the post-test showed that the training module had a positive impact on
increasing knowledge about child sexual abuse among school going teenagers. The
study also discovered that school going teenagers had inadequate knowledge about

child sexual abuse.

Bahmani (2022) analyzed on legal awareness among graduate students

with special reference to colleges in Delhi NCR Region and Haryana. The study
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aimed that to measure the level of legal awareness among graduate female
students regarding legislation and rights related to women and evaluate the role of
classroom teaching in disseminating legal knowledge among students. Descriptive
research design was adopted. Data were collected via an online questionnaire
from female students in women’s colleges in Delhi NCR and Haryana. The study
included 213 graduate female students: 176 from Delhi NCR and 37 from
Haryana. The results indicated that students from both states had less awareness
of the POSCO act. The results also indicated that students from Haryana, which
represent rural India, had more lack of awareness of POCSO act than students

from urban Delhi NCR area.

Purohit et al. (2022) investigated the understanding and outlook of school
children regarding child sexual abuse. The sample size composed of 128 school
students. The findings showed that only a small number of participants were aware
of appropriate touch and inappropriate touch. The majority of participants lacked
knowledge about private body parts and were unsure about how to respond in case

of abuse.

Sunitha (2022) analysed the awareness of legal acts awareness levels of
women students in the various colleges in Vijayawada city. The study used descriptive
research design. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire that comprised
questions about awareness of specific legal acts and toll-free helpline numbers
relevant to women's safety. The respondents (30 young women students from a
Vijayawada co-educational degree college) were selected using convenient sampling.
The sample consisted of 30 girl students aged 18-25 years, in degree college of
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. The respondents were from various educational streams

(commerce, arts, and sciences). The results indicated that students had high awareness
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on Nirbhaya/Disha/RTE, moderate awareness on POCSO harassment, and low
awareness on stalking/trafficking. Results also indicated that only 50 percent of

students acknowledged media's influence in promoting legal awareness.

Abid and Niranjana (2021) examined the awareness on Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers at secondary
level. The study adopted survey method. The sample consisted of 110 prospective
teachers of Kozhikode district of Kerala state. While collecting the data due
representation was given to the subject of specialization of the participants.
Awareness Test on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act was used
to measure the awareness of prospective teachers at secondary level on Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act. The awareness test consisted of 20
items related to various aspects of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act 2015.Theresults of the study indicated that the prospective teachers at secondary
level had only low level of awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act and there exists no significant difference in the awareness on Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers at

secondary level with respect to subject of specialization.

Neetu (2021) conducted an analytical study on the requirement and
understanding of legal protection for girl children in India. The objective was to
provide recommendations for a comprehensive, interdisciplinary approach and
various measures to address the issue of sexual abuse and commercial exploitation
of girl children in India. The researcher investigated the existing laws related to girl
child sexual abuse in India are inadequate, the reasons why laws for the prevention
of exploitation of girl children are not as effective as they should be, and proposes

appropriate procedures to achieve better outcomes in all aspects. The research
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followed an analytical design involving both qualitative and quantitative approaches.
The study collected data over a well-structured questionnaire covering various strata
including girl children and their mothers, people in general, advocates, NGOs, and
orphanages. The study found that the prevalence of crimes against the girl child is
distressingly high, with one out of five girls under 15 years facing physical or mental
abuse and sexual abuse of girls was a significant concern. The study emphasized the
need for specialized legal protection due to physical vulnerabilities and highlighted
the need for increased legal awareness, better enforcement of laws related to child

protection, and to empower girl children in India.

Puneet (2021) studied legal awareness among the adolescents of government
and private schools of NCR on the rights of women in the Indian Constitution. The
purpose of the study was to determine the degree of comprehension regarding
women's rights and to compare the level of legal awareness across genders, school
types, and academic streams among adolescents. A sample of 500 adolescents and
106 teachers was collected using systematic random sampling. The study found that
the legal awareness of the adolescents was mostly at a moderate to low level. The
result also revealed that female students, private school students, and humanities

stream students exhibited higher level of legal awareness.

Shalini (2021) tested the effectiveness of Problem Based Learning (PBL) in
legal education in India. The main purpose of the study was to assess the impact of
PBL in legal education and evaluate whether outcomes differ from those achieved
by traditional methods of instruction. The study used a comparative experimental
design, combing quantitative and qualitative approaches. Test scores from two
groups (PBL vs. traditional) were quantitatively analysed and focus group
discussions with students provided qualitative insights into learning experiences and

preferences. Sampling technique used was purposive sampling. The sample was
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fourth-year law students at an Indian university, divided into two groups. In the test
group, 60 students studied constitutional law using PBL; in the control group, 54
students studied corporate law using traditional methods. The study found that
students exposed to PBL scored significantly higher in immediate assessments than
those taught via traditional methods. Focus group discussions and faculty interviews
emphasized higher engagement, motivation, and deeper learning among the PBL
group, accompanied by the progress of critical thinking, problem-solving, and
lifelong learning skills. The results concluded that PBL led to greater academic
achievement, motivation, and preparedness for legal practice than traditional lecture-
based methods. The study recommended that adoption of PBL in Indian law schools,
despite challenges such as increased resource and planning needs and called for

institutional and curricular reforms to facilitate PBL-focused education.

Rashid et al. (2020) conducted a study on development and validation of
module for teaching human rights at higher education level. The study was
undertaken to create and verify modules that could be utilized for educating
individuals about Human Rights (HRs). The researchers formulated nine units of
modules based on human rights and verified the effectiveness of the module. The
researchers employed a pre-experimental design, where one group underwent a pre-
test and post-test evaluation. For pre- and post-test evaluations, the researchers
developed a Self-reported five-point Likert scale comprising 22 items. A sample of
47 students of final year of BS education were pre-tested. After giving 27 hours of
teaching on Human Rights Values (HRVs) through the Modular Approach (MA),
and the human rights awareness was tested again. The results indicated that the

module was valid and effective for teaching human rights among graduate students.

Pradhan et al. (2020) conducted a study on implementation of Cigarettes and

Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA) in education institutions in India. The
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purpose of the research was to identify any instances of breaking the rules outlined
in Sections 4 and 6b of COTPA (which forbid smoking in public places and the sale
of tobacco products near educational institutions, respectively) in the vicinity of
educational institutions. An observational study conducted in 307 schools and
colleges across 12 districts in five states in India found that an average of 85 percent
of the 307 educational institutions surveyed violated Section 4 and an average of 69
percent violated Section 6b. The study suggested that a coordinated effort of all
stakeholders, especially the police, educational institutions and the community, is
needed and that adherence to the guidelines on tobacco-free educational institutions

will improve the implementation of COTPA in and around educational institutions.

Suveesh and Rajan (2020) assessed the effectiveness of structured teaching
programme on knowledge regarding child sexual abuse among high school students
in selected schools at Gonda. The study employed a non-experimental approach with
a one-group pre and post-test research design, and respondents were selected using a
non-probability convenient sampling technique. Data was collected using a
questionnaire consisting of 20 items related to child sexual abuse, and administered
to 50 high school students who met the inclusion and exclusion criteria. The result
revealed that there was significant relationship between related demographic
variables such as gender, religion, parents’ education, parents’ occupation, and
family type and knowledge on child sexual abuse and the overall level of knowledge
about child sexual abuse. The results also indicated that structured teaching
programme is effective in improving knowledge regarding child sexual abuse among

high school students.

Hanumappa and Patel (2019) analysed the awareness of legal aspects among

Indian library professionals. The study aimed to explore the level of knowledge,
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awareness, and attitudes among these professionals regarding legal aspects that have
an impact on libraries. The study included a representative sample of 73 library
professionals working in Gujarat. Data collected by using structured questionnaire.
The results revealed that level of legal awareness on legal provisions in better than
legal issues awareness among library professionals. Majority of library professional
had moderate level of legal awareness on legal issues related to libraries. The results
also indicated that education qualification, designation, and work experience had no

relation with legal awareness of library professionals.

Athuluru et al. (2018) evaluated the cognizance and social attitudes regarding
tobacco control laws in and around educational institutions of Nellore city. The
study also analyzed how informed, interested, and compliant people were in relation
to the ban on the sale of tobacco products near educational institutions in Nellore
city, India. Descriptive cross-sectional survey was conducted in various degree
colleges in Nellore city, Andhra Pradesh. Sample consisted of 400 institutional
personnel from selected degree colleges in Nellore city. This included students,
teaching staff, nonteaching staff, and workers. Specifically, 254 (63.50 percent)
were students, 62 (15.50 percent) were teaching staff, 51 (12.80 percent) were
nonteaching staff, and 33 (8.30 percent) were workers. The participants were
selected using simple random sampling from 10-degree colleges (8 private and 2
government) with 40 individuals from each institution, proportional to the size of
their population. The results of the research showed that the participants had limited
knowledge about smoke-free regulations, but were highly supportive of strict

implementation of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA).

A systematic review was conducted by Choudhry et al. (2018) on child

sexual abuse in India. The researchers performed a comprehensive analysis of
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quantitative and qualitative studies on Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) in India that were
published in the last decade. The review involved a diverse range of study
populations from the selected studies, comprised of children below 18 years old,
adults recalling childhood CSA experiences, and specific at-risk populations such as
commercial sex workers, men who have sex with men (MSMs), children in shelter
homes, street adolescents, and children working as domestic labourers. Review
revealed that the rates of CSA were alarmingly high among both boys and girls in

India.

Nazarudeen (2018) conducted a study on the impact of legal awareness on
the teenage students to develop a culture of peace in the prevention of crimes. The
study also aimed to examine the legal awareness of teenage students in
Thiruvananthapuram district. General legal awareness questionnaires were used as
tools to collect data, and a total of 384 students participated in the study. Results
indicated that there is a direct correlation between legal awareness and the
development of a culture of peace, which can prevent people from engaging in
criminal activities. Findings also indicated that the lack of legal awareness lead to an

increase in criminal behavior among men.

Prasheeda (2018) reviewed the doctoral studies in education in the state of
Kerala which were produced from the Universities of Calicut, Mahatma Gandhi
University, and Kerala University during the period of 45 years (1970-2015). The
study aimed to analyze and categorize doctoral studies in Education conducted at
three selected universities, as well as to identify research gaps in the field based on
these studies. A sample of 462 doctoral studies from the University of Kerala,
University of Calicut, and Mahatma Gandhi University in Kerala was used. Upon

analyzing the results of the study, it was found that there were research gaps in areas
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such as women education, educational management and administration, value
education, early childhood education, continuing education, elementary education,

human right education, inclusive education, legal education, and adult education.

Singh (2018) evaluated the level of knowledge and adherence to road safety
regulations among secondary school students. Survey was carried out on 150
students aged between 13-17 years, enrolled in government and private secondary
schools in Achrol, Jaipur district, Rajasthan. The findings revealed that most of the
secondary school students possessed an average level of awareness and partially
satisfactory implementation of road safety rules and 24 percent students indicated

that satisfactory adherence to road safety rules.

Atanu et al. (2017) studied the perception of hazards of tobacco use and
effect of educational intervention among school students in a suburban area of West
Bengal. The purpose of the study was to determine the level of knowledge, attitude,
and behavior of students with regard to tobacco use. Additionally, the study aimed to
investigate the impact of health education on the students' knowledge and attitudes
towards tobacco use. Sample consisted of 151 male students from 8th, 9th, and 10"
grades in a high school located in North 24 Paraganas, West Bengal. The results
indicated that 16.60 percent students were current users of tobacco products and
32.50 percent had tried tobacco product at least once. Results also showed that
health education intervention was helpful in increasing students’ knowledge and

attitudes towards tobacco use.

Devi and Ranjithamani (2017) evaluated the level of legal awareness among
women school teachers and to identify significant differences in legal awareness
based on subject taught (arts vs. science), type of school management (government

vs. private), and locality (urban vs. rural). The study used the survey method for data
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collection, A structured and validated questionnaire was administered to measure
legal awareness. Stratified random sampling was employed to select the participants.
The sample consisted of 200 women school teachers in Tamil Nadu. Results showed
that there exists a significant difference in legal awareness levels based on subject
taught, science teachers had higher legal awareness than arts teachers. Significant
difference was found based on school management, private school teachers had
higher legal awareness than those in government schools. Results also showed
significant difference based on locality, urban teachers had higher legal awareness

than rural teachers.

Revathi (2017) examined the awareness about Consumer Protection Act
1986 with special reference to food products in Salem district. The aim of the study
was to investigate the level of consumer awareness regarding the Consumer
Protection Act 1986. A total of 554 respondents in Salem District were selected for
the study. Data was collected by using a questionnaire. The results of the study
showed that male respondents were more aware of the Consumer Protection Act
1986 compared to female respondents. Additionally, the study found that highly
educated respondents who had completed post-graduate studies had a higher level of
awareness of the duties and responsibilities regarding the Consumer Protection Act

1986 compared to other educated respondents.

Sakila and Prasad (2014) assessed the general level of legal awareness among
higher secondary students in Kanyakumari District and compared legal awareness
based on sub variables like gender, type of locality (urban/rural), and stream of study.
The study used a descriptive survey method. Data were collected using a structured
Legal Awareness test. The questionnaire covered knowledge of basic rights,
constitutional provisions, legal protections, and students’ understanding of laws

relevant to youth. The sample consisted of 400 higher secondary students from
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various schools in Kanyakumari District. The findings revealed that the general level
of legal awareness among higher secondary students was moderate and many students
knew basic rights but lacked in-depth knowledge of specific legal protections and
laws. Male students displayed slightly higher legal awareness than female students,

but the difference was not statistically significant.

Thamarasseri (2014) analysed the human rights legal literacy and social
wellbeing of secondary school students. The objectives of the study were to explore
the levels of human rights awareness and social wellbeing among secondary school
students. The study was conducted on a sample of 600 students from various high
schools in Kerala state. Human rights awareness questionnaire, legal literacy
questionnaire, and social wellbeing scale were used to collect data. The findings
indicated that the majority of the secondary school students had an average level of
human rights awareness, legal literacy, and social wellbeing. Additionally, there was a
significant positive correlation between human rights awareness and social wellbeing
among the students. The study also found a significant positive relationship between

legal literacy and social wellbeing among secondary school students.

A cross-sectional survey conducted by Rao et al. (2013) examined knowledge,
attitude, and practices regarding the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act
(COTPA) in Khammam, Andhra Pradesh. Survey was conducted on a sample of 322
community members using a structured schedule. The results showed that only 47.50
percent of the participants were aware of COTPA and indicated a need for a

coordinated effort to increase awareness among the vulnerable population.

Kumar and Gupta (2012) studied he attitude towards ragging among college
students of different professional courses. The objective was to examine the

perspective of male and female students in four professional fields namely;
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management, law, medical and engineering regarding ragging. A total of 200 male
and 200 female students were included, and the Attitude towards Ragging Scale was
employed for collecting data. The result revealed that there is no significant effect of

male and female students of professional courses on attitude towards ragging.

Lavanya and Patil (2012) analyzed legal literacy among secondary school
students. The main aim of the study was to assess and compare legal literacy among
secondary students (by gender, locality, school type). The study used quantitative
design. Stratified random sampling method was used to select 150 ninth standard
students from Chikmagalur Taluk, Karnataka. Questionnaire (40 questions, four parts:
traffic rules, education, social, and other legal issues) was administered to measure
legal literacy. The findings of the study indicated that 45.33 percent of students
displayed average legal literacy, 28 percent low, and only 26.66 percent high legal
literacy. Students were generally aware of certain legal areas but lacked knowledge
about topics like directive Principles of State Policy and child labour. The results
overall legal literacy among secondary students was average and not encouraging,

especially given contemporary challenges like child atrocity and juvenile crime.

Yadav (2012) examined the awareness about women’s legal rights amongst girl
students studying in different professional courses. The objective of the study was to
investigate the level of awareness among female students, who were studying different
professional courses, regarding women's legal rights related to social, general, political,
and economic aspects. A total of 300 students were selected from various institutions in
Jaipur city where professional courses were being offered. The researchers used an
awareness test and interview schedule for collecting data. The findings of the research
revealed that M. Tech. female students were more knowledgeable about women's
rights. On the other hand, B.Ed. female students had less knowledge about women's

rights compared to MBA, PGDCA, and MCA female students.
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Thambidorai (2010) presented a study on the general legal awareness among
the students of professional courses. The main purpose of the study was to assess the
general legal awareness among students of professional course, such as engineering,
medical, law, and teacher education. The study employed descriptive survey
method. Data were collected through a structured questionnaire developed to capture
features of legal awareness relevant to professional students. Sample consisted of
1000 professional course students’. The study found that Legal awareness among
professional course students was to be moderate and law students scored higher than
students from other disciplines. Female students generally exhibited greater
awareness of legal issues compared to male students. The result of the study that
legal awareness among professional students is not at the desired level, except for
law students. The recommendation of the study indicated that integrating legal
education modules or awareness activities into all professional courses to bridge
knowledge gaps and empower youth with critical legal knowledge necessary for

personal and professional life.

Sinha and Gupta (2004) conducted a study on tobacco use among students
in Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal, India. The prevalence of tobacco use, as well as
the knowledge and attitudes surrounding it, were evaluated among school staff
members in Uttar Pradesh. Cluster sampling method was employed, with the
probability of selection proportional to the number of students enrolled in grades
8-10. The adoption and implementation of tobacco prevention policies in schools
are critical components of a comprehensive approach to tobacco control. Result
indicated that school personnel in Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal were supportive
of the formulation and implementation of tobacco control policies both within and
outside of schools. The findings also indicated significant prevalence of tobacco

use among students in Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal.
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Summary of the national studies on legal education reviewed are given in

Table 2.

Table 2

Summary of National Studies on Legal Education

S1. oL
No. Author Year Findings
1. Deepankuran 2025 Prospective teachers had moderate level of awareness
and George of the POCSO Act 2012.
2. Thakur and 2025 Legal awareness level among graduate students was
Thapliyal found to be moderate, with most students familiar
with basic rights but lacking deeper understanding of
complex legal provisions.

3. Bhatetal. 2024 The level of legal awareness among university
students was generally low, most students lacked
thorough legal literacy and socio-economic
background had a notable influence on students' legal
awareness, with those from more privileged
backgrounds tending to have greater awareness.

4. Kundal and 2024 The persistence of gender bias despite increasing

Singh numbers of women in legal education and showed
enthusiasm for legal profession initially and distance
themselves later.

5. Abid and 2023 Majority of prospective teachers were aware of

Niranjana Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act but
only half of prospective teachers aware of terms used
in the Act

6. Joshiand 2023 Training module had a positive impact on increasing

Sharma knowledge about child sexual abuse among school

going teenagers. School going teenagers had

inadequate knowledge about child sexual abuse.




Review of Related” Literature 101

Sl
No.

Author

Year

Findings

10.

11.

12.

13.

Bahmani

Purohit et al.

Sunitha

Abid and
Niranjana

Neetu

Puneet

Shalini

2022

2022

2022

2021

2021

2021

2021

Students from both states had less awareness of the
POSCO Act than students from Urban Delhi NCR
area.

Onlya small number of participants were aware of
appropriate touch and inappropriate touch. The
majority of participants lacked knowledge about
private body parts and were unsure about how to
respond in case of abuse.

Students had high awareness on Nirbhaya/ Disha/
RTE, moderate awareness on POCSO/ harassment,
and low awareness on stalking/ trafficking. Only 50
percent acknowledged media's influence in
promoting legal awareness.

The majority of the prospective teachers at secondary
level have low level of Awareness on Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act. There exists
no significant difference in the awareness of Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act among
prospective teachers and secondary level with respect
to subject of specialization.

The prevalence of crimes against the girl child is
distressingly high, with one out of five girls under 15
years facing physical or mental abuse and sexual
abuse of girls was a significant concern.

The legal awareness of adolescents on Indian
Constitution was moderate to low. Female students,
private school students, and humanities stream
students exhibited higher legal awareness.

Students exposed to PBL scored significantly higher in
immediate assessments than those taught via
traditional methods. Focus group discussions and
faculty interviews emphasized higher engagement,
motivation, and deeper learning among the PBL
group, accompanied by the progress of critical
thinking, problem-solving, and lifelong learning skills.
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Sl
No.

Author

Year

Findings

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Rashid et al.

Pradhan et al.

Suveesh and
Rajan

Hanumappa
and Patel

Athuluru et al.

Choudhry et
al.

Nazarudeen

Prasheeda

2020

2020

2020

2019

2018

2018

2018

2018

Module on human rights was effective for teaching
human rights among graduate student.

Majority of (85 percent) of educational institutions
violated section 4 and 65 percent violated 6b of
COTPA Act.

Significant relationship between related demographic
variables (gender, religion, parents education, parents
occupation, and family type) and knowledge on child
sexual abuse and the overall level of knowledge about
child sexual abuse. Structured teaching programme
had significant effect on improving knowledge of
child sexual abuse among high school students.

Majority of library professionals had moderate level
of legal awareness on legal issues related to library.
Education qualification, designation, and work
experience had no relation with legal awareness of

library professionals.

The participants had limited knowledge about smoke-
free regulations, but were highly supportive of strict
implementation of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA).

The rate of child sexual abuse were alarmingly high
among both boys and girls in India.

Direct correlation between legal awareness and the
development of a culture of peace. Lack of legal
awareness led to an increase in criminal behaviour
among men.

Research gaps in areas such as women education,
educational management and administration, value
education, early childhood education, continuing
education, elementary education, human right
education, inclusive education, legal education, and

adult education.
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Sl
No.

Author

Year

Findings

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Singh

Atanu et al.

Devi and

Ranjithamani

Revathi

Sakila and
Prasad

2018

2017

2017

2017

2014

The secondary school students possessed an average
level of awareness and partially satisfactory
implementation of road safety rules and 24 percent
students indicated that satisfactory adherence to road
safety rules.

School students in a suburban area of West Bengal
had 16.60 percent current users of tobacco products
and 32.50 percent had tried tobacco product at least
once. The study also indicates that health education
intervention was helpful in increasing students’

knowledge and attitudes towards tobacco use.

There was significant difference in legal awareness
levels based on subject taught, science teachers had
higher legal awareness than arts teachers. Significant
difference was found based on school management:
private school teachers had higher legal awareness
than those in government schools. Significant
difference was found based on locality: urban teachers
had higher legal awareness than rural teachers.

Educated respondents who had completed post-
graduate studies had a higher level of awareness of
the duties and responsibilities regarding the Consumer
Protection Act 1986 compared to other educated
respondents. Male respondents were more aware of
Consumer Protection Act than female respondents.

The general level of legal awareness among higher
secondary students was to be moderate and many
students knew basic rights but lacked in-depth
knowledge of specific legal protections and laws.
Male students displayed slightly higher legal
awareness than female students, but the difference
was not statistically significant.
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Sl
No.

Author

Year

Findings

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Thamarasseri

Rao et al.

Kumar and

Gupta

Lavanya and
Patil

Yadav

Thambidorai

Sinha and
Gupta

2014

2013

2012

2012

2012

2010

2004

The majority of the secondary school students had an
average level of human rights awareness, legal
literacy, and social wellbeing. Additionally, there was
a significant positive correlation between human
rights awareness and social wellbeing among the

students.

Only 47.50 percent of the participants were aware
of COTPA and indicated a need for a coordinated
effort to increase awareness among the vulnerable

population.

There is no significant effect of male and female, and

students in professional courses on attitude towards

ragging.

Only 45.33 percent of students displayed average
legal literacy, 28 percent had low, and only 26.66
percent had high legal literacy. Students were
generally aware of certain legal areas but lacked
knowledge about topics like Directive Principles of
State Policy and child labour.

M. Tech. female students were more knowledgeable
about women's rights. B.Ed. female students had less
knowledge about women's rights compared to MBA,
PGDCA, and MCA female students.

Legal awareness among professional course students
was to be moderate and law students scored higher
than students from other disciplines. Female students
generally exhibited greater awareness of legal issues

compared to male students.

Significant prevalence of tobacco usage among
students in Uttar Pradesh and Uttaranchal.
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Conclusion

The review of related studies in legal education reveals a dynamic and
rapidly evolving field shaped by both international and national developments.
Internationally, legal education has been profoundly influenced by globalization,
technological innovation and the increasing need for cross-border legal competence.
Comparative studies highlight significant differences and convergences between
legal systems, such as the practical, skills-based approach. Research also
underscores the growing importance of skills-based and experiential learning, with
law schools worldwide expanding clinical programs, externships, and simulation-
based courses to bridge the gap between theory and practice. The integration of
technology, including online and hybrid learning, and artificial intelligence, is
transforming both the content and delivery of legal education, making digital

literacy a core competency for future lawyers.

Research studies, both internationally and nationally, have shown that legal
awareness among various sections of society and levels of students ranges from low
to moderate. This indicates a significant gap in knowledge about legal rights and
responsibilities among students. Consequently, both international and national
research highlighted the need for greater diversity, equity, and inclusion in legal
education, as well as the importance of integrating social justice, ethics, and
interdisciplinary perspectives into the curriculum. Emerging themes such as digital
transformation, the rise of new legal issues (e.g., cyber security, environmental law),
and the expansion of global and comparative law studies point to a future where
legal education is more adaptive, inclusive, and responsive to societal needs.
However, structured programmes have been found to be effective in increasing
awareness of legal aspects among participants. By targeting specific demographics

and tailoring initiatives to the needs of students, it is possible to improve legal
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literacy and empower individuals to make informed decisions. Although several
studies have explored various dimensions of legal awareness, there is a noticeable
gap in research concerning the design and development of self-learning materials
intended to enhance legal awareness among secondary school students. This absence
highlighted the need for a systematic approach to create instructional resources that
can promote independent and meaningful learning in this domain. Hence, the
investigator decided to develop a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
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Methodology is regarded as a fundamental aspect of any research project. The
effectiveness of research depends on the methodology utilised as well as tools and
techniques employed. The major objective of the study is to construct and validate a
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among
secondary school students. Methodology of the study in detail is presented below

under the following headings.

e Variables

e Objectives

e Hypotheses

e Design

e Instruments

e Sample

e Data Collection Procedure

e Statistical Techniques Employed
Variables

The study is experimental in nature and thus, the variables selected for the

study are:
Independent Variable

e Instructional Strategy using Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
Dependent Variable

e Legal Awareness

In addition to independent and dependent variables, the demographic

variables are gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools.
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Rationale for Selecting the Variable

Legal awareness is essential for an individual to live their life efficiently and
effectively. But unfortunately, about 70 percent of persons living in rural areas in
India are illiterate and even more are unaware of their legal rights and it has been
shown that even literate persons sometimes lack awareness of legal issues (Pathania,
2025). Students from Delhi and Haryana states show limited awareness of the
POSCO Act (Bahmani, 2022) emphasizing the need for increased awareness
programs and campaigns to spread legal knowledge. Legal literacy among the
general public and legal awareness among both male and female students are crucial
for fostering a legal culture that supports the effective functioning of legal
institutions in delivering social justice for women. Women in India need legal
awareness to participate in public life as well as to achieve empowerment and lack
of legal awareness among women can result in their exploitation and hinder their

involvement in nation-building efforts (Bahmani, 2022).

Crime against children in cyber space were increasing is a major threat to
society and it is crucial to have strict laws in place to regulate technology and to
implement measures to safeguard children from cybercrime (Rahul et al., 2022).
Lack of legal awareness among women can result in their exploitation and hinder
their involvement in nation-building efforts (Bahmani, 2022). Sohal (2021) reported
that private school students had greater knowledge of women's rights compared to
government school students as well as stressed the importance of enhancing legal
education in all schools to ensure that every student understands women's rights as
outlined in the Indian constitution. Crimes against girl children are frequent in India
that remain as a significant issue and people are not aware of the legal protections

available to keep girl children safe (Khanna, 2021).
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Rahman et al. (2020) indicated that educating modern students about the
potential risks associated with online activities, as well as the methods that
stakeholders can use to promote cyber security education in educational institutions
is a need of the hour. Lack of legal awareness can lead to an increase in criminal
behaviour among men and there is an imperative need of legal awareness among all
segment of society by conducting legal awareness program (Nazarudheen, 2018). By
improving understanding of legal language, individuals can make more informed
choices and gain greater awareness of their rights and responsibilities within a legal
framework (Rahayu, 2017). The road safety educational program could be an
effective tool to enhance the road safety of older elementary school students in
Cambodia (An & Yang, 2022). Therefore, legal awareness among the general public

and legal awareness among students are crucial for fostering a legal culture.

Kerala High Court highlighted the need to educate school students about the
POCSO Act and related laws and underscores the crucial role of teachers in
addressing the growing concerns surrounding child sexual abuse (Times News
Network, 2022). With the significant surge in the number of reported POCSO cases
in Kerala, it has become imperative to equip young minds with knowledge and
awareness to prevent such heinous crimes. On January 11, 2022, the Kerala
Government supported the High Court's suggestion to include awareness of the
POCSO Act in school curriculum abuse (Times News Network, 2022). The
government emphasized the importance of teaching students about the Act to ensure
their safety and well-being. This initiative aims to empower children with knowledge

of their rights and legal protections, creating a safer and more aware society.

The website of Kerala Police (https://keralapolice.gov.in/) reported that on

alarming rise in POCSO cases, with 1480 cases reported until April 2013. The
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year 2022 has witnessed the highest number of 4518 registered cases since 2016,
indicating an alarming trend that demands immediate attention. The figures from
the past five years, ranging from 2,704 to 3516 cases during the period 201 to
2021 highlighted the persistent nature of the issue. In light of section 43 of the
POCSO Act 2012, both the Central and State Governments bear the responsibility
of widespread dissemination of information about the act among the general
public, including children, parents, and guardians (The Protection of Children

from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, § 43).

Legal education in Indian schools, has traditionally neglected, producing
generations with low understanding of rights, duties, and constitutional framework
(Chauhan, 2025). Chambers (2013) emphasized that a comprehensive educational
approach could empower children with the knowledge and confidence to recognize
and resist sexual abuse. According to Purohit et al. (2022), an organized training
program should be implemented to raise awareness about child sexual abuse
among children, parents, and the public. Thus, the research evidences highlighted
an urgent need to enhance legal awareness and displayed measurable progress
made by legal awareness program. Hence, the investigator decided to construct a
self learning module to enhance the legal awareness of secondary school students.
Therefore, the independent variable is Instructional strategy using Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness., which include the areas such as The Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
(2006), The Motor Vehicles Act (1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and
Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of

Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
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Distribution) Act (2003), The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998), and The
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009) and the

dependent variable is Legal awareness.
Objectives
The objectives framed for the study are
Major Objectives
1. To construct a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing
Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala
2. To validate the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for
enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala

Specific Objectives

1. To analyze the Social Science textbooks of standard VIII, IX, and X of
Kerala state for the academic year 2021-2022 with respect to legal

aspects.

2. To find out the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students and for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and

type of management of schools.

3. To find out whether there exits any significant difference in the mean
scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the
subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of

schools.

4. To compare the mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness

among secondary school students for the experimental group



112 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

Hypotheses

1. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness

among secondary school students for the subgroups based on gender.

2. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on locale of

schools.

3. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on type of

management of schools.

4. There exists significant difference in the mean pre-test and post-test scores of

Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the experimental group.

5. Developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is effective for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.

Design

Research design assists the researchers in navigating the stages of the
research process, from conceptions through execution and analysis, producing
trustworthy and legitimate research findings (Creswell & Creswell, 2018).As the
main focus of study is to construct and validate a Self Learning Module for
enhancing the Legal Awareness among secondary school students, the study adopted
experimental research design. Additionally, for the purpose of need analysis, the
investigator employed content analysis and survey method. Even though the main
focus of the study is construction and validation of a Self Learning Module for
enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students, before the

experimentation the investigator examined Social Science textbooks of VIII, IX, and
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X standards of Kerala State to identify the legal aspects included in the content, by
using content analysis. Survey method was used to find out the existing level of
Legal Awareness among secondary school students. Thus, the present study was
carried out in four phases and the phases are described in detail under the headings
content analysis, survey phase, development of Self Learning Module on legal

awareness, and validation phase (experimentation).

Phase 1: Content Analysis

Content Analysis is the scientific study of the meanings, contexts, and
intentions within content, focusing on making valid, replicable, and objective
inferences about content based on explicit rules (Thomas & Elias, 2018). The first
phase focuses on the content analysis of Social Science textbooks for VIII, IX, and X
standards of Kerala state. Documents used in content analysis were 10 Social Science
textbooks of VIII, IX, and X standards published by State Council of Educational
Research and Training (SCERT), Kerala for the academic year 2021-22. As part of
content analysis, the researcher examined Social Science textbooks of VIII, IX, and
X standards to identify the legal aspects related to children. Content analysis helped
the investigator to identify the area to be included in the Self Learning Module on

Legal Awareness.

Phase 2: Survey Phase

The second phase of the study was survey. The investigator decided to
analyse the existing level of Legal Awareness of secondary school students before
developing Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness. Therefore, in the second
phase of the study, survey method was used to collect data from secondary school

students by using Legal Awareness Test (Abid & Niranjana, 2022).The survey was
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carried out on a sample of 783 secondary school students in Kerala state who follow
Kerala state syllabus. The survey helped the investigator to identify the existing
level of Legal Awareness among secondary school students, which served as a basis

for developing the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness.

Phase 3: Development of a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

The third phase focuses on the development of a Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
The module focussed on the legal aspects related to children. The investigator
himself being a trained and experienced person in legal aspects and also in
consultation with experts in the field of Law and Education selected the areas of Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness. The major areas identified for the
preparation of the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness are; The Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
(2006), The Motor Vehicles Act (1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and
Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act (2003), The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998), and The

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009).

Phase 4: Experimentation Phase

The main focus of this study is to construct and validate a Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary
school students. Hence, in the fourth phase of the study, the experimental method is

used to validate the developed module. The experiment was conducted on a sample
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of 31 secondary school students studying in VIII standard of Umbichi Hajee Higher

Secondary School, Chaliyam, Kozhikode, Kerala.
Design of Experimentation

Among the various experimental designs, in order to validate the developed
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness the investigator selected one group pre-test

post-test experimental group design. The design is represented as;

Gy 0 X O

Where, G is experimental group with pre-test O;, post-test O,

Process of Experimentation

Before experimentation, the developed Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness was validated by experts. For the expert validation of the developed Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness, the investigator discussed with subject experts
in the field of Education and Law to ensure the accuracy of objectives, content, and
activities included in the Self Learning Module. After collecting suggestions from the
experts, the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness was modified, thus
the content validity and face validity of developed Self Learning Module on Legal

Awareness was ensured.

The process of experimentation consists of various phases such as pre-

treatment phase, treatment phase, and post treatment phase.

Pre - treatment Phase. Prior to the experimentation, it is essential to determine
the pre-condition of dependant variable. For understanding the pre-condition of the
dependent variable of the study, Legal Awareness, the investigator conducted pre-test

of Legal Awareness for the experimental group selected for the study. Administration
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of pre-test helped the investigator to ascertain Legal Awareness among secondary
school students before experimentation. The Legal Awareness Test developed and
standardized by the investigator was administered to the experimental group of 31
secondary school students studying in VIII standard of Umbichi Hajee Higher

Secondary School, Chaliyam, Kozhikode, Kerala before the experimentation.

Treatment Phase. In this phase, the experimental group of secondary school
students received treatment based on the developed Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness. The prepared Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness was circulated
among the experimental group of secondary school students. The investigator
explained about the purpose and procedure of using the Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness to the experimental group. The researcher provided explicit
explanation of key concepts and offered detailed instructions for the activities in the
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness. Through careful supervision of student
participation, an experiential learning environment was fostered, enabling students
to acquire knowledge and skills through direct engagement. Investigator allotted
time duration of 20 days to the secondary school students in order to complete the
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness. The investigator monitored the progress
of secondary school students in using the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
at regular intervals. The investigator interacted with the students of experimental
group in specified intervals to ensure the proper use of the Self Learning Module on

Legal Awareness and also cleared the doubts raised by the students.

Post-treatment Phase. The last phase is measuring the dependent variable,
Legal Awareness, after the experimentation to know the whether the developed Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness is capable of enhancing Legal Awareness
among the secondary school students. The same instrument, Legal Awareness Test,

which was used during the pre-treatment phase to measure the dependent variable was
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administered as the post test to measure the Legal Awareness among secondary school
students after the experimentation.The response sheets were collected back after the
stipulated time and scored according to scoring procedure. The scores of pre-test and
post-test were subjected to statistical analysis for validating the developed Self

Learning Module on Legal Awareness.

The design of the study is summarized in Figure 1.

Figure 1
Design of the Study

Content ' "" Module | Experimentat

Analysis 4 Development | ion

Instruments

The instruments employed for the experimentation process and for

measuring the dependent variable, Legal Awareness, are discussed in this section.

e Legal Awareness Test (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)
e Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)

e Check List for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness (Abid &

Niranjana, 2022)
The details of instruments used are described here.
Legal Awareness Test (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)

In order to measure the dependent variable, Legal Awareness, the
investigator developed and standardized a Legal Awareness Test with the help of the

supervising teacher. The same Legal Awareness Test was used to measure the level
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of Legal Awareness among secondary school students in the survey phase and to
measure the variable before and after the experimentation as pre-test and post-test.
The procedure of developing and standardization of the Legal Awareness Test is

described below.

Planning of the Legal Awareness Test

Before deciding the components to be included in the Legal Awareness Test,
the investigator examined the secondary school Social Science textbooks of Kerala
state to identify the legal aspects related to children in the content. After analysing the
content of social science textbooks of VIII, IX, and X standards of Kerala state, the
investigator decided to include only those legal aspects which are not included in the
Social Science textbooks of Kerala state at secondary level in the Legal Awareness
Test. In addition to that, the review of available theory and related studies helped in
selecting legal aspects related to children to be included in the draft Legal Awareness
Test. The investigator himself being a trained and experienced person in legal aspects
and also in consultation with experts in the field of Law and Education, it was decided
to included selected legal aspects related to the children in the draft Legal Awareness
Test. Thus, the components of the draft Legal Awareness Test are; The Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act (1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006), The
Motor Vehicles Act (1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes,
The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (2003),
The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998), and The Right of Children to Free and

Compulsory Education Act (2009).The investigator also decided to construct 60
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multiple choice test items with respect to the selected components in the draft Legal

Awareness Test.

Preparation of the Legal Awareness Test

The investigator decided to prepare the draft Legal Awareness Test on the
basis of identified components such as The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act
(1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006), The Motor Vehicles Act
(1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes, The Cigarettes and
Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (COTPA) (2003), The Kerala
Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998), and The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act (2009).The items in the draft Legal Awareness Test were
written on the basis of the identified components of legal aspects related to children.

The details of components of draft Legal Awareness Test are described in this section.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act (2015). The
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 was a major child
related legislation and later amended in 2021.The act focusses not on penalising the

children but on ensuring their protection, guidance and rehabilitation.
e.g. The incident that led to the amendment of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015:

A) The increasing cases of violence against children
B) The Nirbhaya incident
C) Child marriage

D) The growing use of intoxicating substances among children
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The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act (2012).

The act was made to prevent sexual exploitation of children and amended in 2019.

e.g. According to the POCSO Act, individuals below what age are

considered as children?

A) 15 years
B) 17 years
C) 18 years

D) 20 years

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act
(1986). The act was amended in 2016 intended to prevent child labour and to ensure

the protection of children working in hazardous environments.

e.g. According to the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and

Regulation) Act, 1986, children below what age are classified as “child”?

A) 12 years
B) 14 years
C) 18 years

D) 21 years

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006). The act is a crucial piece of

legislation aimed at tending child marriage and protect children’s health, education,

dignity and future opportunities.
e.g. What does “child marriage” mean?

A) When only the male is a minor
B) When only the female is a minor
C) When both are minors

D) When cither the male or the female is a minor
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The Motor Vehicles Act (1988). The act was amended in 2019 intended to
ensure road safety of passenger, and the amended act specially focused on the safety

of children.

e.g. Under the Motor Vehicles Act, individuals of what age can obtain a

licence to drive in public places in India?

A) 16 years
B) 20 years
C) 18 years

D) 19 years

Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes. The act was
amended in 2008 and a comprehensive measure to prevent by providing legal
framework and focusses on preventing sexual exploitation of children under 18 and

ensuring their safety in cyberspace.

e.g. What is the punishment for a person who attempts to insult or harass a

child online?

A) Imprisonment up to five years and a fine up to 10 lakh
B) Imprisonment up to seven years and a fine up to 10 lakh
C) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to X10 lakh

D) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to %15 lakh

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply
and Distribution) Act (2003) (COTPA). The act plays a crucial role in controlling
the consumption and sale of tobacco products in India. The COTPA Act mainly
deals with the provisions regarding minors and the prohibition of tobacco in school

premises.
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e.g. What is the punishment for selling intoxicating substances to children

below 18 years of age?

A) Imprisonment up to three years

B) A fine up to 10000 rupees

C) BothA & B

D) Imprisonment up to three years or a fine up to ten 10000 rupees or

both.

The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998). The act aims to prevent

and control the increasing incidence of ragging.
e.g. Which law is currently in force in Kerala to prevent ragging?

A) Kerala Ragging Act, 2009
B) Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998
C) Gaming Act, 1960

D) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009).
The act enacted in India in 2009 is an important piece of legislation aimed at

ensuring free and compulsory education to all children between the ages of 6 and

14.

e.g. According to Article 21A of the Indian Constitution, free and

compulsory education is guaranteed for children between which ages?

A) 4 to 12 years
B) 8 to 18 years
C) 6 to 14 years

D) 6 to 18 years
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The draft Legal Awareness Test included 60 multiple choice test items based
on the selected components of legal aspects related to children. The items were
scrutinized by experts in the field of Law and Education. After analysing the items
by the experts, some were removed, some items were added while some items were
revised on the basis of the suggestions received from the experts. Therefore, the
number of items in the draft Legal Awareness Test reduced to 55 multiple choice

test items.

The component-wise distribution of items in draft Legal Awareness Test is

presented in Table 3.

Table 3

Component-wise Distribution of Items in Draft Legal Awareness Test

S1. No. of
No Components Ttemns Item Numbers
1 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 13 17,19, 21, 24, 26, 27, 28,
Children) Act, 2015 29, 30, 32, 33, 34,55
2 The Protection of Children from Sexual 10 1,2,5,6,7,8,10,11,
Oftences (POCSO) Act (2012) 53, 54
3 The Child and Adolescent Labour 6 18, 46, 47, 48, 49, 51
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act ,1986
4 The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 5 35, 36, 43, 44, 45
2006,
5  The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 6 12,13, 14, 22, 25, 31
6  Information Technology Act, 2000 and 2 16, 37
Cyber Crimes
7  The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products 2 15,23

(Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation
of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply
and Distribution) Act (2003)

8  The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998 6 9, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42

9  The Right of Children to Free and 5 3,4, 20, 50, 52
Compulsory Education Act, 2009
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The copy of draft Legal Awareness Test is given in Appendix [ (Malayalam)

and Appendix II (English)
Scoring Procedure

The draft Legal Awareness Test consists of 55 multiple choice test items
with four options. The respondent has to select the correct answer from the given
options to each item in the Legal Awareness Test and has to record their response in
the separate response sheet provided. Each correct response has given a score of ‘1’
and for a wrong answer a score of ‘0’ has given. The total score obtained for each
sample for Legal Awareness Test is considered as the score of Legal Awareness of

secondary school students.
Try Out

The draft Legal Awareness Test was administered to a sample of 370
secondary school students in Kerala. While selecting the sample for try out, due
consideration was given to subgroups of the population such as gender, locale of
schools, and type of management of schools. Before administering the Legal
Awareness Test, the purpose of the test was explained to the students and guidelines
for marking the responses were given to the students. The response sheets of 370
sample of secondary school students that were complete in every detail were chosen

for item analysis.
Item Analysis

The investigator conducted item analysis of the items in draft Legal
Awareness Test to ensure the quality of the test items and to determine which
items should be included in the final test. In order to conduct the item analysis, the
investigator utilized the procedure outlined by Ebel and Frisbie (1991). The overall

scores on Legal Awareness Test of 370 secondary school students were calculated
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and arranged in ascending order. This assisted in the identification of both the
upper and lower groups, specifically, the upper 27 percent and lower 27 percent of
the entire sample. The upper group consisted of the 27 percent of respondents with
the highest total scores on draft Legal Awareness Test, totalling 100 secondary
school students, while the lower group consisted of the 27 percent of respondents
with the lowest total scores on draft Legal Awareness Test, i.e., 100 secondary
school students. After identifying the upper and lower groups, the number of
correct responses for each item within the upper and the lower groups were
calculated. The discriminating power (DP) for each item is determined by using

the formula,

Discriminating Power (DP) YD

Where,

U is the number of right responses of an item in the upper group
L is the number of right responses of an item in the lower group

N is the size of the sample of the upper or lower group (N=100)

The results of item analysis of draft Legal Awareness Test are given in Table 4.

Table 4

Item Analysis of Legal Awareness Test

Item No. Upper Group Lower Group Discrimination Power Selected/Rejected

Item 1 82 31 0.51 Selected
Item 2 59 16 0.43 Selected
Item 3 44 23 0.21 Rejected
Item 4 15 17 -0.02 Rejected
Item 5 57 15 0.42 Selected
Item 6 66 19 0.47 Selected

Item 7 &1 31 0.50 Selected
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Item No. Upper Group Lower Group Discrimination Power Selected/Rejected

Item 8 71 24 0.47 Selected
Item 9 90 61 0.29 Rejected
Item 10 70 16 0.54 Selected
Item 11 69 13 0.56 Selected
Item 12 97 52 0.45 Selected
Item 13 68 15 0.53 Selected
Item 14 63 15 0.48 Selected
Item 15 15 22 -0.07 Rejected
Item 16 46 18 0.28 Rejected
Item 17 75 24 0.51 Selected
Item 18 79 15 0.64 Selected
Item 19 60 19 0.41 Selected
Item 20 65 12 0.53 Selected
Item 21 60 14 0.46 Selected
Item 22 38 15 0.23 Rejected
Item 23 75 17 0.58 Selected
Item 24 65 24 0.41 Selected
Item 25 42 33 0.09 Rejected
Item 26 73 33 0.40 Selected
Item 27 70 13 0.57 Selected
Item 28 64 18 0.46 Selected
Item 29 58 7 0.51 Selected
Item 30 70 23 0.47 Selected
Item 31 71 45 0.26 Rejected
Item 32 69 20 0.49 Selected
Item 33 68 21 0.47 Selected
Item 34 69 19 0.50 Selected
Item 35 33 12 0.21 Rejected
Item 36 43 29 0.14 Rejected

Item 37 55 12 0.43 Selected




M efﬁ;u/é/i;gy 127

Item No. Upper Group Lower Group Discrimination Power Selected/Rejected

Item 38 63 15 0.48 Selected
Item 39 65 12 0.53 Selected
Item 40 57 10 0.47 Selected
Item 41 52 9 0.43 Selected
Item 42 53 9 0.44 Selected
Item 43 75 23 0.52 Selected
Item 44 69 8 0.61 Selected
Item 45 64 15 0.49 Selected
Item 46 74 23 0.51 Selected
Item 47 13 18 -0.05 Rejected
Item 48 67 12 0.55 Selected
Item 49 79 25 0.54 Selected
Item 50 80 14 0.66 Selected
Item 51 38 17 0.21 Rejected
Item 52 72 16 0.56 Selected
Item 53 62 18 0.44 Selected
Item 54 17 11 0.06 Rejected
Item 55 70 13 0.57 Selected

Finalization of the Legal Awareness Test

After the item analysis of items in draft Legal Awareness Test, the items
with discriminating power.40 and above were selected for the final Legal Awareness
Test. Hence, final Legal Awareness Test consists of 42 multiple choice test items on
the selected components. The final version of Legal Awareness Test (Malayalam
and English), Response Sheet, and Scoring Key are presented in Appendix III, 1V,
V, and VI respectively. The component-wise distribution of items in Final Legal

Awareness Test is given in Table 5.
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Table 5

Component-wise Distribution of Items in Final Legal Awareness Test

SI. No. of

No. Components Ttems Item Numbers

1 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 13 12,14, 16, 18, 19, 20,
of Children) Act, 2015 21,22,23,24,25,26,42

2 The Protection of Children from Sexual 9 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,41
Oftences (POCSO) Act (2012)

3 The Child and Adolescent Labour 4 13, 36, 37, 38
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986

4 The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 3 33, 34, 35
2006,

5  The Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 3 9,10, 11

6  Information Technology Act, 2000 and 1 27
Cyber Crimes

7  The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco 1 17

Products (Prohibition of Advertisement
and Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Distribution) Act

(2003)

8 The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act 5 28,29, 30, 31, 32
1998

9  The Right of Children to Free and 3 15, 39, 40

Compulsory Education Act, 2009

Validity and Reliability of the Legal Awareness Test

The validity of the Legal Awareness Test is ensured through content and face
validity. Content validity refers to the extent to which the items in a test are fairly
representative of the entire domain the test seeks to measure (Salkind, 2010). To
establish content validity, a systematic examination of the content in Legal
Awareness Test with respect to the identified components of legal aspects related to
children was conducted. The face validity of the Legal Awareness Test was ensured

with the help of experts in the field of Law and Education. The experts in the field of
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Law and Education attested the appropriateness of the developed Legal Awareness
Test for measuring the Legal Awareness of secondary school students with respect

to the selected components of legal awareness.

Reliability of a test is its ability to yield consistent result from one set
measure to another (Cohen et al., 2021). Reliability is the degree of consistency that
the instrument or procedure demonstrates (Best & Kahn, 2006). Reliability of the
Legal Awareness test was established by using of test retest method and Kuder-
Richardson (KR-20) value. The Legal Awareness Test was administered to a group
of 35 secondary school students and readministered the test to same group by giving
an interval of two weeks. The scores obtained by secondary school students for the
Legal Awareness Test were correlated with the scores of the retest. The obtained
correlation coefficient of .78 shows that the Legal Awareness Test in reliable.
Kuder-Richardson reliability coefficient is 0.92 (KR-20), further establishes the
internal consistency of the items in Legal Awareness test. Thus, the Legal

Awareness Test is reliable.

Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)

A module refers to self-contained, self-pacing, and self-learning instructional
unit, but the teacher has a positive role to play in its use (Sadiq & Zamir, 2014;
Lockwood, 1998; Utbo & Arenga, 2021). A module contains of materials and
instructions needed by the learners to accomplish the pre-determined objectives
(Primayana, 2022; Brown & Green, 2015; Clark & Mayer, 2016; Dirksen, 2016). To
develop a module for enhancing Legal Awareness of secondary school students, the
investigator made a comprehensive review of relevant literature and carefully
analysed the secondary school Social Science textbooks. The investigator also

sought advice from experts in the area of Law and Education. As there were no
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existing Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for secondary school students,
the investigator developed a new module by following the procedure of module
construction suggested by United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (UNESCO) (1998).

The different stages involved in the development of Self Learning Module
on Legal Awareness for secondary school students are designing the module,
construction of the module, try out, and expert validation. The stages in the

development of Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is presented in Figure 2.

Figure 2

Stages in the Development Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

Design Constuction TryOut Expert Validation

Designing the Module

The major objectives of the study are to construct and validate a Self Learning
Module for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala.
In the design phase, investigator determined the structure and sequence of the content
to be included in the module. The content for the module was organized with opinion
and advice from experts in the field of Law and Education. Review of related literature
helped the investigator to make an outline of the Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness by following the procedure suggested by UNESCO (1998).The UNESCO
(1998) guidelines for self learning module were aimed to support self-directed,
flexible, and effective learning, particularly in contexts where traditional classrooms
instruction may not be feasible. The guidelines outline the essential components and

design principles for creating high quality self learning material. Thus, the Self
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Learning Module on Legal Awareness was prepared based on the guidelines suggested

by UNESCO (1998) which includes the following components:

Learning Objectives. Every module begins with clearly stated learning
objectives. These objectives define what the learner is expected to know or be able
to do after completing the module. The objectives guide the selection of content,
activities and assessments, ensuring alignment throughout the module (Maile &

Cooper, 2018).

Content Organisation. The content in Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness is organised in a logical, sequential manner, often breakdown into
manageable units or sections. This structure allows learners to progress at their own
pace and revisit sections as needed. The content should be relevant, accurate and

presented in a way that is accessible to the target audience (Maile & Cooper, 2018).

Instructional Activities. Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness include a
variety of instructional activities designed to engage learners actively. These may
involve reading passages, answering questions, completing exercises or participating
in inquiry-based tasks. The activities are intended to reinforce understanding and

promote critical thinking (Maile & Cooper, 2018).

Self-Assessment and Feedback. Regular self-assessment opportunities are
integrated throughout the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness. These may be in
the form of quizzes, reflection questions or practical tasks. Immediate feedback is
provided to help learners identify areas of strength and those needs improvement,

fostering self-directed learning (Maile & Cooper, 2018).

Optional and Enrichment Components. In addition to required elements,
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness includes enrichment activities. These
components allow learner to explore topics in greater depth or apply their knowledge in

new contexts, catering to diverse interests, and learning needs (Maile & Cooper, 2018)
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Guidance and Support. Although Self Learning Modules are designed for
independent study, they provide guidance through clear instructions, examples, and
tips for effective learning. Some modules may also suggest ways to seek additional

help or resources if needed (Maile & Cooper, 2018).

Inclusivity and Accessibility. The design of Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness takes into account the diverse backgrounds and abilities of learners.
Materials are developed to be inclusive and accessible, ensuring that all learners,

including those with disabilities, can benefit from the module (Brown et al., 2024).

Evaluation and Quality Assurance. The guidelines emphasize the
importance of ongoing evaluation and quality assurance. Modules should be
regularly reviewed and updated based on learner feedback and educational research

to maintain their effectiveness and relevance (Brown et al., 2024).

Based on the above guidelines, the general pattern of each unit of Self

Learning Module on Legal Awareness is designed as follows.

a) Introduction

b) Learning Outcomes

c) Concepts and Activities
d) Instruction for activities
e) Review questions

f) Follow up activities

g) References

An outline of each unit in Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is

given in Table 6.
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Outline of Each Unit in Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

Title of the Unit

Concepts

Mode of Activities

The Juvenile Justice
(care and protection of
children) Act, 2015

Child, Child in Conflict with Law Classify Statements,

(CCL), Children in Need of Care

and Protection (CNCP),

Children’s Court, Juvenile Justice
Board, Child Welfare Committee,
Child Protection Institutions, and

offences against children

True or False Exercise,
Match the Following
and Identification
Exercise

The Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012

Child, different types of sexual
offences, sexual harassment,
sexual assault, aggravated sexual
assault, penetrative sexual
assault, aggravated penetrative
sexual assault, pornography,

storing sexual imagery,

punishment, and role of media

True or False Exercise
Classify the statements
by reading news
heading, Match the
Following and picture
analysis

The Child and
Adolescent Labour
(prohibition and
regulation) Act 1986

Child, difference between child
and adolescents, child labour,

world day against child labour,
conditions of employment, and

punishment

Prepare a newspaper
review, Age Group
Classifier: Child or
Adolescent, True or
False

The Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act,
2006

Child, child marriage, minor, and

offences of abetting child
marriage

Age Group Classifier:
minor or Marriageable
Age?, Identify right and
wrong statement,
Analysing situation

The Motor Vehicle
Act, 1988

Driving licence, learners license,
rider, pillion rider, passenger
safety, child restraint system, and
punishment for not wearing

helmet and seatbelt

Identification activity,
Picture analysis, News
paper review

Information

Child, cyber crimes against

Technology Act (2000) children, and punishment

and Cyber Crimes

News paper review
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Title of the Unit Concepts Mode of Activities
The Cigarettes and Child, prohibition in the vicinity =~ Reflection on tobacco
Other Tobacco of educational institution, and warning message

Products (Prohibition ~ punishment
of Advertisement and

Regulation of Trade

and Commerce,

Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act

(2003)

The Kerala Prohibition Ragging, prohibition of ragging, = Newspaper review,

of Ragging Act 1998  punishment, expulsion of the context composition,
offender, power to suspend a content classification,
student, and anti-ragging exercise, Petition
committee drafting and match the
following

The Right of Children  Child, primary education, child  Classification exercise,
to Free and right commission, right to free true or false
Compulsory Education and compulsory education, right
Act, 2009 to change school, admission, and

corporal punishment / mental

harassment

Construction of the Module

In the construction stage the investigator prepared the contents of the unit in
tune with the general pattern decided in the design of the module. The module

consists of nine units on the topics such as

1. The Juvenile Justice (care and protection of children) Act, 2015
2. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012

3. The Child and Adolescent Labour (prohibition and regulation) Act 1986
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4. The Prohibition of Child Marriage act, 2006

5. The Motor Vehicle Act, 1988

6. Information Technology Act 2008 and Cyber Crimes

7. The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement
and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and

Distribution) Act (2003) (COTPA).
8. The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998.
9. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009)

An illustration of one unit developed in tune with the components of unit is

presented here.

Unit 1 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

a) Introduction: In the introductory section, the focus is on safeguarding
CNCP (Children in Need of Care and Protection) and CCL (Children in Conflict with
Law) through one of India's key child-related legislations, the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. This legislation provides a comprehensive

framework for addressing the needs and rights of children in these categories.
b) Learning Outcome. The first unit includes five learning outcomes. Such as;
The learner;
e Recognizes that a person who has not completed the age of 18 years is

called a child.

e Differentiates children who have committed an offence against the law

and children who need special care and attention.
e Analyses the importance of the Children’s Court.

e Examines the role of child protection institution.
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¢) Concepts and Activities. The unit covers essential concepts such as:

e  Who is a child?

e Children in Conflict with Law (CCL).

e Children in Need of Care and Protection (CNCP).
e Juvenile Justice Board

e Child Welfare Committee

e Children’s Court

e Child Protection Institutions

o Offenses against children

This unit includes four activities designed to enhance understanding:

1. Classify Statements. Students will classify five statements related to
Children in Need of Care and Protection (CNCP) and Children in Conflict with Law

(CCL).

2. True or False Exercise. A paragraph will be provided, and students will

identify whether the statements derived from it are true or false.

3. Match the Following. Students will match different types of homes (e.g.,

shelter homes, observation homes) with their respective features.

4. Ildentification Exercise. Students will list key identification information

related to children.

d) Instruction for Activities. Prior to each activity, clear, and detailed
instructions are be provided. This ensures that students can understand the tasks
effectively and avoid any confusion. The possible answers to activities are given at

the end of module.
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e) Review Question and Answers. To assess progress, at the end of each
unit, review questions are prepared using multiple-choice, and objective-type test

items. The answers to review questions are given at the end of the module.

f) Follow up Activities. Follow-up activities are thoughtfully designed and
carefully selected for each unit to ensure that they effectively help students to gain

deeper insights and enhance their understanding of the concepts.

2) Reference. A list of references is included at the end of each unit to
encourage students to pursue advanced reading. These resources are thoughtfully
selected to provide deeper insights into the unit's topics, helping students expand their
knowledge and explore the subject matter in greater detail. Utilizing these references

enables students to enhance their understanding and foster academic growth.

Try Out of the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

After constructing the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness, pilot
study was conducted to test the appropriateness of the module for secondary school
students. The prepared module was administered to a sample of 34 secondary school
students studying in Farook Higher Secondary School, Farook College, for checking
the feasibility of the module. On the basis of feedback received from the students the
investigator modified the activities of the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
which made the module more understandable by clarifying the ambiguous activities

and words.
Expert Validation of the Module

For the validating the prepared Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness,
the investigator identified six experts in the field of Law and Education. The experts
analyzed the module and evaluated the module on the basis of Check List for

Assessing the Module on Legal Awareness prepared by the investigator. The experts
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provided interdisciplinary insights essential for the improving the constructed Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness. The assessment aimed to gather feedback on
the content of module, structure, applicability, and alignment with the intended
objectives. Further modifications were done in the constructed Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness on the basis of suggestions provided by the experts.
Thus, the face and content validity of the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
was ensured. The developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness (Malayalam

and English) are presented in Appendix VII and VIII.

Check List for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)

To evaluate the prepared Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness, the
investigator prepared a Check List for Assessing the Module on Legal Awareness.
The checklist was developed to systematically examine the learning objectives,
content, learning activities, and self evaluation questions in the Self Learning Module

on Legal Awareness. The details of development of checklist are;
Planning of the Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness

The first step in the development of checklist is the planning of the items to
be included in the checklist. Based on the review of related literature, the
investigator decided to incorporate the aspects such as appropriateness of learning
outcomes, organization of the content, quality of content, technical aspects,

assessment, and references.
Preparation of the Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness

After deciding the aspects of the checklist, the investigator prepared the
items in the Check list for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness. The details of
the items in Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness are provided in

Table 7.
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Table 7

Details of Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness

S1. No Aspects Number of Items
1 Appropriateness of Learning Outcomes 3
2 Organization of the Content 8
3 Quality of Content 7
4 Technical Aspects 5
5 Assessment 5
6 References 3
7 Error/deficiency found and Suggestions for Improving --

the Module.

Finalization of the Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness

The draft Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness was modified
by incorporating the changes suggested by the experts in the field of education. The

Checklist for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness is given in Appendix IX.
Validity of the Checklist

Validity is the essential aspect of any data gathering tool. Thus, the Checklist
for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness is given for expert analysis and based on
the positive feedback from experts regarding the nature of items included, the
checklist was modified. Thus, the content validity and face validity of the checklist

1s established.
Sample

The population for the study is secondary school students of Kerala state. The
sample for the survey phase comprised of 783 secondary school students selected

from 14 districts of Kerala state. While selecting the sample due representation was
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given to the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of

schools. The details of the sample selected for the survey phase is given in Table 8.

Table 8
Details of Final Sample used for Survey

Sample
Number of Students Total
Type Sub sample
Male 362
Gender 783
Female 421
Urban 285
Locale of Schools 783
Rural 498
Government 316
Type of Management of Schools 783
Aided 467

During the experimental phase, the sample comprised of 31 secondary
school students studying in VIII standard of Umbichi Hajee Higher Secondary

School Chaliyam, Kozhikode district.

Data Collection Procedure

The investigator approached the headmasters of selected schools in order to
get permission to collect required data. After getting permission from the authorities,
the required data were collected from students of selected schools in each district.
The Legal Awareness Test was administered to a total of 783 secondary school
students in 14 districts of Kerala state. Before administering the Legal Awareness
Test the investigator explained the procedure to fill up the details required in the
response sheets and also the method of marking their responses. Then the Legal
Awareness test was distributed. After the stipulated time of 60 minutes the response
sheets were collected along with Legal Awareness Test. The test was administered

to the whole sample in the same way.
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During the experimental phase, the plan for experimental study was given
in advance to the head of the selected school, Umbichi Hajee Higher
Secondary School Chaliyam, Kozhikode District. As per the schedule pre-test,
experimentation, and post test were conducted. The prepared Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness was experimented during the experimentation phase
to validate the module. The investigator explained about the purpose and nature of
the study and thus, the students got a clear idea of what is to be done. The
researcher provided explicit explanation of key concepts and offered detailed
instructions for using the module. Through careful supervision of student
participation, an experiential learning environment was fostered, enabling students

to acquire knowledge and skills through direct engagement.

The prepared module was subjected to evaluation by six experts in the fields
of Law and Education to ensure its relevance, effectiveness, and quality. Six experts
evaluated the prepared module to assess its quality, relevance, and alignment with its
intended goals. Each expert was approached individually and offered feedback after
receiving a detailed overview of the module's content, structure, and purpose. The
purpose of this assessment was to ensure that the units of module adhere to high

standards and effectively meets the requirements of its target audience.
Statistical Techniques Employed

The statistical techniques helped the investigator to analyse the collected data
quantitatively and interpret meaningfully. The statistical techniques used for analysis

are;
Descriptive Statistics

Mean, median, mode, standard deviation, skewness and kurtosis of variable,
Legal Awareness, were calculated to know the basic properties of the distribution of

scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students.
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One Sample z-test

One Sample ¢ test was conducted to find out the extent of Legal Awareness
among secondary students and for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools,

and type of management of the school.

Test of Significance of Difference between Means of Large Independent Sample

(z-test)

Test of Significance of Difference between Means of Large Independent
Sample (z-test) was carried out to find out whether there exists any significant
difference in mean scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students for the

subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools.

Paired Sample #-test

Paired sample #-test is used to test the significance of difference between
pre-test and post-test mean scores obtained for Legal Awareness among secondary

school students in the experimental group.

Cohen’s d

Cohen's d is used to find out the effect size to indicate the standardised
difference between two means (for pre-test and post-test) of Legal Awareness

among secondary school students in the experimental group.
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Data analysis requires reviewing structured information to reveal fundamental
facts which includes examining the collected data from various perspectives to identify
new insights (Kumar, 2019). The present study is intended to construct and validate a
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness of
secondary school students in Kerala. The analysis of data was carried out on the basis
of the objectives of the study and the formulated hypotheses were tested by using
appropriate statistical techniques. In the present study, the analysis and interpretation
were carried out according to phases of research design with reference to the objectives
of the research. During the first phase of research, the investigator carried out analysis
and interpretation based on the content analysis of Social Science textbooks of
secondary level in Kerala. During the survey and experimentation phases, the collected
data were analyzed by using relevant statistical techniques such as descriptive statistics,
one sample z-test, test of significance of difference between means of large independent
sample (z-test), and paired sample ¢ test. The results of analysis and discussion are

presented under the following headings.

e Content Analysis

e Preliminary Analysis

e Level of Legal Awareness among Secondary School Students
e Mean Difference Analysis

e Effectiveness of Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
Content Analysis

Before constructing the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for
secondary school students in Kerala, the investigator decided to carry out the content
analysis of Social Science textbooks at secondary level to find out the legal

aspects included in the textbooks. The content analysis of Social Science
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textbooks at secondary level helped the investigator to avoid repetition of areas
on legal aspects related to children in the constructed Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness. The first specific objective of the study is to analyze the Social
Science textbooks of standard VIII, IX, and X of Kerala state for the academic
year 2021-2022 with respect to legal aspects. This section focuses on the analysis
and interpretation of Social Science textbooks of standard VIII, IX, and X of
Kerala state for the academic year 2021-2022. The 10 textbooks of Social Science
for VIII, IX, and X published by SCERT Kerala were considered as documents for

content analysis.

The details of content analysis are discussed in detail in the following

headings under this section.

e Content Analysis of VIII Standard Social Science Textbooks
e Content Analysis of IX Standard Social Science Textbooks

e Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science Textbooks
Content Analysis of VIII Standard Social Science Textbooks

Social Science textbook of VIII standard consists of two parts as Part I and
Part II. The content analysis of two textbooks of Social Science for standard VIII is

detailed under this sub section.

The details of content analysis of VIII standard Social Science textbook —

Part I with respect to legal aspects are given in Table 9.
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Content Analysis of VIII Standard Social Science Textbook - Part 1
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SL

No Chapters Topics Legal Aspects
1 Early e Paleolithic Age —Mesolithic Age —Neolithic Nil
Human Life Age —Chalcolithic Age
2 TheRiver e Indus Valley Civilization, Egyptian Civilization Nil
Valley —Mesopotamian Civilization —Chinese
Civilizations  Civilization
3 InSecarchof e Earth- Crust - Mantle — Core Nil
Earthls e Lithosphere- Igneous rock -
Results e Sedimentary rock — Metamorphic rock
e Weathering- Physical- Chemical Biological
4 Our ¢ Government-Parliament-State Legislature- Provisions on
Government  President and Vice President-Union council of ~ Constitutional
Ministers-Functions of Prime Minister-Supreme  Institutions
Court-High Court and Subordinate courts
5 Ancient e Megalithic Monuments-Sangam Literature- Nil
Tamilakam Social Life and Exchange system
6 Reading e Classification-Map reading - Nil
Maps e Essentials
7 Economic e Thoughts in Economics Nil
Thought e Basic Problems-Production-Distribution-
Consumption- Basic
e Problems.
e Economists- European Economic Thinkers-
Indian Economic Thinkers
Discussion

Table 9 shows the analysis of the seven units in the first part of the VIII

standard Social Science textbook and the results revealed that the legal aspects related

to children are not present in any unit. Among the seven units, only one unit addressed

constitutional institutions concepts such as the government, parliament, state

legislature, president and vice president, union council of ministers, functions of the

prime minister, supreme court, high court, and subordinate courts, which mention

constitutional aspects. Majority of concepts in various units are related to History,
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Geography, and Economics. Thus, it is evident that the Part I of VIII standard Social
Science textbook does not include any legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of VIII standard Social Science textbook,

Part-II are given in Table 10.

Table 10
Content Analysis of VIII Standard Social Science Textbook - Part 11

S1.

No Chapters Topics Legal Aspects

Towards the Sapta Sindhu Region-Gangetic Valley-

! Gangetic Plain Mahajanapadas-Foreign Relations

Nil

2 From Magadha The Mauryas-The Kushanas-The Nil
to Theneswar  satavahanas-The Gupthas-The Vardhanas

3 Blanket of the Atmosphere- Composition of the Nil
Earth atmosphere- Greenhouse effect- Global
Warming

Structure of the atmosphere

4 Economic Economic planning in India- Equity- Nil
planning in Growth- Modernisation- Self-reliance
India Decentralized planning-Five-year planning.

5  Water on Earth Water on Earth Nil

Source of Water-Threats to water-resources
Steps to protect water

6  Social Groups Social Groups-Primary and Secondary Examples of
and social Groups —Formal and Informal Control formal and
control informal control

like Law, Police,
Court and Prison

Discussion

Table 10 shows the content analysis of six units in the second part of the VIII
standard Social Science textbook and results revealed that only one unit, "Social
Groups and Social Control," includes legal aspects of both formal and informal control
groups such as law, police, courts, and prisons. The remaining five units do not address

any legal aspects. The other units are related to History, Geography, and Economics.
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Content Analysis of IX Standard Social Science Textbooks

Social Science textbook of IX standard is separated to Social Science I and
Social Science II and each textbook consists of two parts as Part I and Part II. The
content analysis of four textbooks of Social Science for standard IX is detailed under

this sub section.

The details of content analysis of IX standard Social Science I textbook -

Part-I are given in Table 11.

Table 11
Content Analysis of 1X Standard Social Science I Textbook - Part [

S1. No. Chapters Topics Legal Aspects

e FEastern Roman

e Empire —Holy Roman

e Empire—Arabian
Medieval World: e Empire-Ottoman

1 Nil
Centres of Power e Empire-Mongolian
e Empire-Mali
e Empire-Medieval America-
Fall of Feudalism
2 The East and the West: Trade and culture Nil
Era of Exchanges
3 Indian Constitution: Fundamental Rights -Directive Rights and duties of
Rights and Duties Principles-Fundamental Indian citizen and
Duties directive principles
of state policy
4 Medieval India: e Sultanate rule Mughal rule Nil
Concept of Kingship o Chola rule Vijayanagara rule
and Nature of o Maratha rul
Administration aratha rule
5 Society and Economy Economic system and society Nil

in Medieval India

Discussion

Table 11 shows the content analysis of the five units in the first part of the IX

standard Social Science I textbook and the analysis revealed the presence legal
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aspects only in one unit. Among the five units, only one unit addressed fundamental
rights and duties of Indian Constitution and directive principles of state policy. The
remaining four units focus on historical, economical or geographical topics without
incorporating any legal aspects related to children. Thus, it is evident that the Part |

of IX standard Social Science I textbook include only limited legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of IX standard Social Science I textbook —

Part II are given in Table 12.

Table 12
Content Analysis of IX Standard Social Science- I Textbook -Part I1

I\SIL. Chapters Topics Legal Aspects
1 India, the land  Sufi movement-Bhakti movement-Virasaiva Nil
of Synthesis movement-Cultural synthesis
2 Kerala: From e Perumal period e Cultural Nil
Eighth to e Swaroopams symbiosis
Icaérglﬂifenth e Land ownership ° SOCi?l .
Y e Agriculture and restrictions
e Occupational groups ¢ Language
Trade relati literature, art
¢ lraderelations and science
3 Electionand e Types of Election e System Close
Democracy e The Election e Political Parties ~ reference to
electoral

e Commission * Psephology system in India

e The election

Violence
against women
and children -

e Use of
intoxicants

4 Towards a °
Bright Future

Poverty
Unemployment

Problem of shelter

Insecurity of old age
people
Violence against women

e Juvenile crimes

. use of drugs
e Cyber crimes ) s 8
; ) juvenile crime
. Cr}mes against and cyber
children crimes

Discussion

Table 12 shows the content analysis of all four units in the Social Science I

textbook second part of the IX standard and results revealed that only two lessons,

“Election and Democracy” and “Towards bright future” includes legal aspects. The
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unit ‘Election and Democracy’ provide an idea on election commission and the process

of election in India as well as the unit ‘“Towards Bright Future’ explains very briefly on

violence against women and children use of drugs, juvenile and cyber crimes. The

remaining two units focus on historical topics without incorporating any legal aspects

related to children. Thus, it is evident that the Part II of IX standard Social Science I

textbook include only limited legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of standard IX Social Science 2 textbook —

Part I are given in Table 13.

Table 13
Content Analysis of 1X Standard Social Science 2 Textbook - Part 1
S1. No. Chapters Topics Legal Aspects
e Heat Budget e Forms of
Sun: The )
T t t
| Ultimate o e@pera ure . Con(.ie‘nsa‘ ion Nil
Source e Latitude e Precipitation
e Altitude
2 The Signature e Plates move e Earthquake Nil
of Time e Convergent margins e Tsunami
and divergent e Volcanoes
margins
3 National e National Income e Growth of Nil
Income e GNP-GDP-NNP knowledge sector
e Calculate the NI
4  Bythe Hands e Landforms Nil
of the Nature ¢ River erosion
5 Ocean and Man e Qcean e Tides Nil
e [slands e Ocean currents

e Peninsula
e Waves

¢ Climate
¢ Mineral deposits

Discussion

Table 13 shows the content analysis of the five lessons in Social Science 2

textbook first part and the results revealed that none of units address legal aspects.

All the units are concerned with the concepts in Geography and Economics. Thus, it
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is evident that the Part I of IX standard Social Science 2 textbook does not include
any legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of IX standard Social Science 2 textbook-Part

IT are given in Table 14.

Table 14
Content Analysis of 1X Standard Social Science 2 Textbook - Part I1

SI. No. Chapters Topics Legal Aspects

e Economic Growth

Economic e Economic development
Growth and . )
1 E . e Development Indices Nil
conomic

Development ® Challenges of development in India
¢ Sustainable development

2 For a Safer e Diversity in environment and Nil
Future Human adaptation

¢ Environmental protection

e Natural hazards and natural disaster
e Types of Natural disaster

¢ Disaster management

3 Population, e Population studies Nil
Migration, e Population density and growth
Settlements . )
e Migration
e Settlements
4 Economic e Economic system Nil
Systems.and e Price mechanism
Economic . ..
- e Economic policies
Policies
e WTO IMF
Discussion

Table 14 shows the content analysis of the four units in second part of the
Social Science 2 textbook for IX standard and results revealed that none of the
units address concepts related to legal aspects. All the concepts in the units are
related to Geography and Economics. Thus, it is evident that the Part II of IX

standard Social Science II textbook does not include any legal aspects
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Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science Textbooks

Social Science textbook of X standard is separated to Social Science I and

Social Science II and each textbook consists of two parts as Part I and Part II. The

content analysis of four textbooks of Social Science for standard X are detailed

under this sub section.

The details of content analysis of standard X Social Science 1- Part I are

given in Table 15.

Table 15
Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science I Textbook -Part I
SI. . Legal
No. Chapters Topics Aspects
Revolutions that e American War of ¢ French Revolution
evolutions tha
1 Influenced the Independence e Russian Revolution Nil
World e Latin American e Chinese Revolution
Revolution
) World in the e The First World War e Post-war World Nil
) i
Twentieth Century e The Second World War e Fascism and Nazism
3 Public e Significance of public administration Bureaucracy Nil
.. . i
Administration e Administrative Reforms.
British ¢ Land revenue System- Decline of textile industry-
4 exploitation and The revolt of 1857- Earlier national leaders drain Nil
Resistance theory
5 Culture and e Social reform movements Nil
. ) i
Nationalism e Newspapers Education Literature Art
6 Struggle and ¢ Regional struggles e Alternative Paths Nil
i
Freedom e National struggle
Discussion

Table 15 shows the content analysis of Social Science 1 textbook first part and

results revealed that none of the six units contain references of legal aspects. All the

units are related to the concepts of historical aspects, public administration, and
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freedom struggles. Thus, it is evident that the Part I of X standard Social Science I

textbook does not include any legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of X standard Social Science 1 textbook Part-

IT are given in Table 16.

Table 16
Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science 1 Textbook -Part 11

SIL . Legal
hapt T
No. Chapters opics Aspects
1 e Refugee problem and integration of princely states
e Constitution and general election
) e Linguistic reorganisation
India after o of states E i ol Nil
Independence of states Economic policy
e Advancement in science and education
e (Cultural scenario
e Foreign policy
2 Kerala e Arrival of the Europeans Nil
towards. e Earlier resistances
Modernity )
¢ Economic changes
e Socio-cultural changes
¢ National movement
3 The State and e State Nil
pqlltlcal e Functions of state
science .
¢ Origin of state
e State and citizen
¢ Political science
4 Civic e Importance Nil
Consciousness 4 Deermining factors
e Methods to foster civic consciousness
e Civic consciousness and morality
¢ Civic consciousness challenges
e Social science learning and civic consciousness
5 Sociology: e The difference between creative writing and sociology ~ Nil
What? Why?

e Sociology Methods of Study
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Table 16 shows the content analysis of second part of the X standard Social

Science 1 textbook and analysis revealed that none of the five units contain references

of legal aspects. All the units are related to the topics such as History, Political Science,

and Sociology. Thus, it is evident that the Part II of X standard Social Science I

textbook does not include any legal aspects.

The details of content analysis of X standard Social Science II textbook Part-

I are given in Table 17.

Table 17

Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science II Textbook Part I

I\Sli).. Chapters Topics Ai;%:ilts
Earth’s movements and their effects
Seasons and equinoxes
1 Seasons and Time Time‘ calculation: local time, standard time Nil
and time zones
International Date Line
GMT IST
2 Insearch of the Atmospheric pressure and its distribution Nil
source of wind Formation of winds
Planetary, seasonal, and local winds
Monsoon and its characteristics
Factors influencing India’s climate
3 Human Resource Human resource as an asset Nil
Development in Population distribution and density in India
India . .
Literacy and education
Health indicators and facilities
HDI
4 Landscape analysis Land revenue System- Decline of textile Nil
through maps industry- The revolt of 1857- Earlier
national leaders drain theory
5  Public Expenditure Social reform movements Nil

and Public Revenue

Newspapers Education Literature Art
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Discussion

Table 17 shows the content analysis of first part of the X standard Social

Science Il textbook and the results revealed that none of the five units contain

references of legal aspects. All the units are related to the concepts such as Geography

and Economics. Thus, it is evident that the Part I of X standard Social Science 11

textbook does not include any legal aspects.

IT are given in Table 18.

Table 18
Content Analysis of X Standard Social Science Il Textbook Part I1

The details of content analysis of standard X Social Science II textbook Part-

S1. No. Chapters Topics Legal Aspects
Remote sensing
1 Eyes in the Sky and GIS Nil
Analysis of information Layers
IRNSS
2 India: The Land of Northern Mountain region Nil
Diversities Himalayan rivers
Granary of India
Peninsular Plateau
Coastlines
Climate
3 Resource Wealth of Agriculture corps Nil
India Minerals
Transport
4 Financial institutions RBI and functions Nil
and services Financial institutions
Banks
Commercial Banks
Insurance
5 Consumer: Satisfaction Consumer protection Act Consumer

and Protection

1986, Consumer courts

protection Act 1986
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Discussion

Table 18 shows the content analysis of second part of the X standard Social
Science II and analysis revealed that the out of the five units, only one unit includes
legal aspects. The unit titled "Consumer: Protection and Satisfaction" provides a
detailed explanation of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986. All the other four units
are related to the concepts such as Geography and Economics. Thus, it is evident
that the Part II of X standard Social Science II textbook does not include any legal

aspects.

The content analysis of Social Science textbook published by SCERT
Kerala for standard VII1, IX, and X revealed that the content on legal aspects and
especially legal aspects related to children is insufficient in the textbooks. The
Social Science textbooks for secondary level published by SCERT Kerala have 10
parts with a total of 52 units, but only 5 units focus on legal aspects. Four of these
mainly discuss constitutional aspects, such as the Indian constitution, citizens'
rights and duties, the directive principles of state policy, the election process, and
systems like the police, courts, prisons, and the Consumer Protection Act of 1986.
Part of a one unit briefly explains on child-related legal issues like violence against
children, cybercrimes, juvenile offenses, and substance abuse. The result of the
study supported the previous studies of content analysis that contents related legal
aspects were insufficient across various subjects as reported by Al-Janabi et al.
(2024), Luo (2022), and Rashid (2020) but contrary findings was reported by
Haseena (2003). Thus, it is evident from the analysis that a more systematic
integration of legal awareness into the Social Science curriculum that to enable
students to develop a stronger understanding of legal concepts and their societal

significance is needed.
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Preliminary Analysis

After collecting data during the survey phase, to determine the basic
characteristics of the variable, Legal Awareness, a preliminary analysis of the scores
of Legal Awareness among secondary school student were conducted for the total
sample. In order to know whether the distribution of scores of Legal Awareness
follow normal distribution, the distribution of scores of Legal Awareness were
analyzed. The major statistical constants such as mean, median, mode, standard
deviation, skewness, and kurtosis of the distribution of scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students were calculated. The data and results of
descriptive statistical measures for the distribution of scores of Legal Awareness

among secondary school students were calculated and presented in Table 19.

Table 19

Statistical Indices for Distribution of Scores of Legal Awareness among Secondary

School Students

Variable N Mean Median Mode Star}da}rd Skewness Kurtosis
Deviation
Legal 783 13.66 13.00 15.00 4.20 0.423 0.84
Awareness
Discussion

Table 19 indicates mean, median, mode, standard deviation, skewness, and
kurtosis for the distribution of scores on Legal Awareness of secondary school
students. The value of mean, median, mode, and standard deviation for the scores of
Legal awareness among secondary school students are 13.66, 13.00, 15.00, and 4.20
respectively. The mean and median are proportionally equal and mode is slightly

higher than the mean and median. The value of skewness (Sk = 0.423) and kurtosis
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(K = 0.84) indicate that the distribution is not deviating much from normality and the

distribution is slightly leptokurtic in nature.

The histogram with normal curve of scores of Legal Awareness among

secondary school students for total sample is presented in Figure 3.

Figure 3
Histogram with a Normal Curve of Legal Awareness among Secondary School
Students
Histogram
a7 i i Wean = 13 66
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The histogram with normal curve also represents that the scores of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students are approximately normally
distributed. Since the distribution of scores of the variable, Legal Awareness, follow

normality, inferential statistics can be carried out.
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Level of Legal Awareness among Secondary Students

The second specific objective was to find out the level of Legal Awareness
among secondary students and for subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and
type of management of schools. One sample #-test was used to ascertain the level of
Legal Awareness of secondary school students as well as mean and standard
deviation obtained for the scores of Legal Awareness were analyzed. The reference
value (test value) used is 21, i.e., middle score of the Legal Awareness Test. The
minimum score obtainable in the Legal Awareness Test is zero and maximum score
obtainable is 42. One sample ¢ — test was carried out to verify the significance of
difference between the obtained mean score for the scores of Legal Awareness of
secondary school students with reference value. Data and results of one sample #-test
for scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students and for subgroups

are presented in Table 20.

Table 20

Data and Results of One Sample t-test of Legal Awareness among Secondary School
Students and for Subgroups Based on Gender, Locale of Schools, and Type of

Management of Schools
Group N Mean Std. Deviation Test vale t-value
Total 783 13.66 4.20 21 48.93%*
Male 362 13.29 4.33 21 33.91%**
Female 421 13.99 4.05 21 35.49%**
Urban 285 13.70 4.13 21 29.82%*
Rural 498 13.64 4.23 21 38.77**
Government 316 13.78 3.97 21 32.35%*
Aided 467 13.58 4.35 21 36.88%*

**Significant at 0.01 level
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Discussion

Table 20 shows that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores
of Legal Awareness of secondary school students are 13.66 and 4.20 respectively.
The mean score (M = 13.66) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of secondary
school students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness Test (21 middle
value on test). Thus, it is evident that the secondary school students are having a low
level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is (¢ = 48.93, p < .01) greater
than the tabled value of ¢ (2.58) required for significance at .01 level. This means
that there exists a significant difference between the mean score of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students and the test value (21). The mean score of Legal
Awareness among secondary students is less than the middle value of Legal
Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that the secondary school students are

having low level of Legal Awareness.

Table 20 indicates that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the
scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school male students are 13.29 and 4.33
respectively. The mean score (M = 13.29) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of
secondary school male students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness
Test (21 middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the secondary school male
students are having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is (¢
=33.91, p < .01) greater than the tabled value of 7 (2.58) required for significance at
.01 level. This means that there exists a significant difference between the mean
score of Legal Awareness among secondary school male students and the test value
(21). The mean score of Legal Awareness among secondary male students is less
than the middle value of Legal Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that the

secondary school male students are having low level of Legal Awareness.
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Table 20 depicts that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores
of Legal Awareness of secondary school female students are 13.99 and 4.05
respectively. The mean score (M = 13.99) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of
secondary school female students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness
Test (21 middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the secondary school female
students are having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is
(t=35.49, p < .01) greater than the tabled value of 7 (2.58) required for significance
at .01 level. This means that there exists a significant difference between the mean
score of Legal Awareness among secondary school female students and the test
value (21). The mean score of Legal Awareness among secondary school female
students is less than the middle value of Legal Awareness Test. Hence, it can be
concluded that the secondary school female students are having low level of Legal

Awareness.

Table 20 shows that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores of
Legal Awareness of urban secondary school students are 13.70 and 4.13 respectively.
The mean score (M = 13.70) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of urban
secondary school students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness Test (21
middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the urban secondary school students are
having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is (r = 29.82, p <
.01) greater than the tabled value of 7 (2.58) required for significance at .01 level. This
means that there exists a significant difference between the mean score of Legal
Awareness among urban secondary school students and the test value (21). The mean
score of Legal Awareness among urban secondary school students is less than the
middle value of Legal Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that the urban

secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness.
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Table 20 depicts that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores
of Legal Awareness of rural secondary school students are 13.64 and 4.23
respectively. The mean score (M = 13.64) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of
rural secondary school students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness Test
(21 middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the rural secondary school students
are having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is (¢ = 38.77, p
< .01) greater than the tabled value of ¢ (2.58) required for significance at .01 level.
This means that there exists a significant difference between the mean score of Legal
Awareness among rural secondary school students and the test value (21). The mean
score of Legal Awareness among rural secondary school students is less than the
middle value of Legal Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that the rural

secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

Table 20 reveals that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores
of Legal Awareness of government secondary school students are 13.78 and 3.97
respectively. The mean score (M = 13.78) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of
government secondary school students is less than the test value on the Legal
Awareness Test (21 middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the government
secondary school students are having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical
ratio obtained is (z = 32.35, p < .01) greater than the tabled value of ¢ (2.58) required
for significance at .01 level. This means that there exists a significant difference
between the mean score of Legal Awareness among government secondary school
students and the test value (21). The mean score of Legal Awareness among
government secondary school students is less than the middle value of Legal
Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that the government secondary school

students are having low level of Legal Awareness
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Table 20 depicts that the mean and standard deviation obtained for the scores
of Legal Awareness of aided secondary school students are 13.58 and 4.35
respectively. The mean score (M = 13.58) obtained for scores of Legal Awareness of
aided secondary school students is less than the test value on the Legal Awareness
Test (21 middle value on test). Thus, it is evident that the aided secondary school
students are having a low level of Legal Awareness. The critical ratio obtained is (¢
=36.88, p < .01) greater than the tabled value of 7 (2.58) required for significance at
.01 level. This means that there exists a significant difference between the mean
score of Legal Awareness among aided secondary school students and the test value
(21). The mean score of Legal Awareness among aided secondary school students is
less than the middle value of Legal Awareness Test. Hence, it can be concluded that

the aided secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness

The result of analysis of level of Legal Awareness indicated that secondary
school students are having low level of Legal awareness and for the subgroups based
on gender, locale of school, and type of management of schools. Results are
consistent with the findings of Bahmani (2022), Bahuguna (2019), Bhat et al.
(2024), Joshi and Sharma (2023), Pevtsova et al. (2016), and Yadav (2012).
Contrary findings are reported by Shiji (2021) and Sunitha (2022) that students had

high awareness on human rights and legal acts.

Graphical representation of mean comparison of Legal Awareness scores and
test value among secondary school students and for subgroups are presented in Figure

4
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Figure 4

Graphical Representation of Mean Comparison of Legal Awareness Scores and Test
Value among Secondary School Students and for Subgroups
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The graphical representation of one sample #-test shows that the level of
Legal Awareness among secondary school students and for subgroups based on
gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools. The graphical
representation also indicates that the secondary school students have low level of
Legal Awareness for total sample and subgroups based on gender, locale of schools,
and type of management of schools as the obtained mean scores of Legal Awareness

are less than the test value (21).
Mean Difference Analysis

The third specific objective is to find out whether there exits any
significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary
school students for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of
management of schools. The mean difference analysis was carried out to find out

whether there exists any significant difference in the mean scores of Legal
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Awareness among secondary school students for subgroups based on gender, locale
of schools, and type of management of schools. The results and discussion of mean

difference analysis are presented under the following sections.

e Mean Difference Analysis Based on Gender
e Mean Difference Analysis Based on Locale of Schools

e Mean Difference Analysis Based on Type of Management of Schools
Mean Difference Analysis Based on Gender

Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness among male and female
secondary school students were carried out using test of significance of difference
between means of large independent sample (z-test). The results of mean difference
analysis of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for subgroups based

on gender are presented in the Table 21.

Table 21

Data and Results of Comparison of Mean Scores of Legal Awareness among
Secondary School Students based on Gender

Variable Gender N Mean Std. Deviation t-value
Male 362 13.29 4.33
Legal Awareness 2.33*
Female 421 13.99 4.05

*Significant at .05 level

Discussion

Table 21 indicates that the obtained mean scores of Legal Awareness of
male and female secondary school students are 13.29 and 13.99 respectively. The
standard deviations obtained are 4.33 and 4.05 respectively. The critical ratio
obtained is (¢ = 2.33, p < .05) greater than the tabled value of 7 (1.96) required for
significance at .05 level. This means that there exists a significant difference in

mean scores of Legal Awareness among male and female secondary school
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students. Further analysis of mean scores of Legal Awareness indicated that the
mean score on Legal Awareness of male secondary school students (M = 13.29,
SD = 4.33) is less than the female students (M = 13.99, SD = 4.05). Hence, it can
be concluded that the female secondary school students are having high level

Legal Awareness than male secondary school students.

Results of mean difference analysis indicated that the female secondary
school students have higher Legal Awareness when compared to male secondary
school students. Results are consistent with the findings of Bhat et al. (2024), Rahi
et al. (2020), Remya (2012), and Yadav (2012) but contrary to the findings reported
by Mohammed (2002), Muhyiddeen (2003), and Revathi (2018).

Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on gender is presented in

Figure 5.

Figure 5

Graphical Representation of Comparison of Mean Scores on Legal Awareness

among Secondary School Students Based on Gender
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Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on gender also shows that
the mean score of Legal Awareness among male secondary school students is less

than the female students.
Mean Difference Analysis Based on Locale of Schools

Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness among urban and rural
secondary school students were carried out using test of significance of difference
between means of large independent sample (z-test). The results of mean difference
analysis of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for subgroups based

on locale of schools are presented in Table 22.

Table 22

Data and Results of Comparison of Mean Scores of Legal Awareness Among

Secondary School Students Based on Locale of Schools

Variable Locale N Mean Std. Deviation t-value
Urban 285 13.70 4.13
Legal Awareness 0.17
Rural 498 13.64 4.23
Discussion

Table 22 indicates that the obtained mean scores of Legal Awareness of
urban and rural school secondary students are 13.70 and 13.64 respectively. The
standard deviation obtained are 4.13 and 4.23 respectively. The critical ratio
obtained is (¢ = 0.17, p > .05) is less than the tabled value of ¢ (1.96) required for
significance at .05 level. This means that there exists no significant difference in
mean scores of Legal Awareness among urban and rural secondary school students.
Hence, it can be concluded that urban and rural secondary school students have no

significant difference in Legal Awareness.
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The finding exhibited that urban and rural secondary school students
have same level of Legal Awareness. Results are consistent with the findings of

Remya (2012) but contrary to the findings of Devi and Ranjithamani (2017).

Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on locale of schools is

presented in Figure 6.

Figure 6

Graphical Representation of Comparison of Mean Scores of Legal Awareness among
Secondary School Students Based on Locale of Schools
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Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on locale of schools
shows that the mean scores of Legal Awareness do not show significant difference

in Legal Awareness between urban and rural secondary school students.
Mean Difference Analysis Based on Type of Management of Schools

Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness among government and

aided secondary school students were carried out using test of significance of
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difference between means of large independent sample (#-test). The results of mean
difference analysis of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for

subgroups based on type of management of schools are presented in Table 23.

Table 23

Data and Results of Comparison of Mean Scores of Legal Awareness Scores Among

Secondary Students Based on Type of Management of Schools

Variable Management N Mean  Std. Deviation t-value
Government 316 13.78 3.97
Legal Awareness 0.65
Aided 467 13.58 4.34
Discussion

Table 23 indicates that the obtained mean scores of Legal Awareness of
government and aided secondary school students are 13.78 and 13.58 respectively.
The standard deviation obtained are 3.97 and 4.34 respectively. The critical ratio
obtained is (¢t = 0.65, p > .05) less than the tabled value of ¢ (1.96) required for
significance at .05 level. This means that there exists no significant difference in
Legal Awareness among government and aided secondary school students. Hence, it
can be concluded that government and aided secondary school students have no

significant difference in Legal Awareness.

The finding indicated that government and aided secondary school students
have same level of Legal Awareness. Results are consistent with the findings of

Muhiyudeen (2003) but contrary to the findings of Devi and Ranjithamani (2017).

Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on type of management of

the schools is presented in Figure 7.
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Figure 7

Graphical Representation of Comparison of Mean Scores on Legal Awareness
Based on Type of Management of Schools
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Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on type of management of
schools do not show significant difference in Legal Awareness between government

and aided secondary school students.
Effectiveness of Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

The major objectives of the study are to construct a Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness of secondary school students of
Kerala and to validate the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for
enhancing Legal Awareness of secondary school students of Kerala. Hence, to
validate the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness, the fourth specific
objective framed for the study is to compare the mean pre-test and post-test scores of
Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the experimental group. This
section of the analysis focuses to validate the developed Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students of
Kerala. The data collected through experimentation phase were anlayzed by using

paired sample ¢ test. The details of analysis are discussed in this section.
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Preliminary Analysis

After collecting data through the experimentation, the investigator conducted
the preliminary analysis of collected data to understand the nature of the distribution
of scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students in experimental group
for pre-test and post-test. As part of the preliminary analysis, important statistical
indices like mean, median, mode, standard deviation, skewness, and kurtosis of pre-
test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for
experimental group were computed. Statistical indices of pre-test and post-test
scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the experimental

group are indicated in Table 24.

Table 24

Statistical Indices of Pre-test and Post-test Scores of Legal Awareness Among
Secondary School Students for the Experimental Group

Standard

Variable Group N Mean Median Mode ... Skewness Kurtosis
Deviation

Legal Pre-test 31 1336 12.00 12.00 4.03 0.49 0.980

Awareness pogt-test 31 35.87 37.00 38.00 3.95 -1.34 1.08

Discussion

Table 24 shows that the mean, median, and mode of pre-test scores of Legal
Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students are 13.36, 12, and
12 respectively. The obtained values of mean, median, and mode are approximately
equal. The indices of skewness (Sk = 0.49) and kurtosis (kK =0.980) indicates that the
distribution is slightly positively skewed and slightly leptokurtic in nature but not
deviate much from the normality. Thus, it is evident that the distribution of scores of
pre-test scores of Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school

students are approximately normally distributed.

Mean, median, and mode of post-test scores of Legal Awareness for

experimental group of secondary school students are 35.87, 37, and 38 respectively.
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The obtained values of mean, median, and mode are approximately equal. The
indices of skewness (Sk = -1.34) and kurtosis (kK =1.08) indicates that the distribution
is slightly negatively skewed and slightly leptokurtic in nature but not much
deviating from normality. Thus, it is evident that the distribution of scores of post-
test scores of Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students

are approximately normally distributed.

The histogram with a normal curve of Legal Awareness for the pre-test and
post-test scores of Legal Awareness of experimental group of secondary school

students are presented in Figure 8 and 9 respectively.

Figure 8

Histogram with a Normal Curve of Pre-test Scores of Legal Awareness for
Experimental Group
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The histogram with normal curve of pre-test scores of Legal Awareness for
experimental group of secondary school students also indicates that distribution of

scores are approximately normally distributed.
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Figure 9

Histogram with a Normal Curve of Post-test Scores of Legal Awareness for
Experimental Group
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The histogram with normal curve of pre-test scores of Legal Awareness for
experimental group of secondary school students also indicates that distribution of

scores are approximately normally distributed.

As the distribution of scores of pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness
for experimental group of secondary school students are approximately normally

distributed, further analysis was carried out with the help of inferential statistics.

Comparison of Mean Scores of Pre-test and Post-test Scores on Legal

Awareness of Experimental Group

The second major objective is to validate the developed Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary

school students of Kerala. Thus, the fourth specific objective of the study is to
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compare the mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness among

secondary school students for the experimental group of secondary school students.

The pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness of experimental group of
secondary school students were calculated and descriptive statistics of scores of Legal
Awareness indicated that the distribution of pre-test and post-test scores of Legal
Awareness of secondary school students follow normal distribution approximately.
Since the pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness of the control group are

normally distributed, further analysis was done with parametric test.

Paired sample #-test was conducted to compare mean scores of pre-test and
post-test sores on Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school
students. Data and result of the test of significance of difference between mean
scores of pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness for experimental group is

given in Table 25.

Table 25
Data and Result of the Test of Significance of Difference between Mean Scores of

Pre-test and Post-test Scores of Legal Awareness of Experimental Group

Group Mean N  Standard Deviation R t-value  Cohen’s d

Post-test 35.87 31 3.95
Pre-test 13.36 31 4.03

13 23.92%* 4.30

**Significant at .01 level
Discussion

Table 25 shows that the critical ratio obtained (¢ = 23.92, p < .01) for mean
scores of pre-test and post-test scores on the Legal Awareness for experimental
group of secondary school students is greater than the tabled value of ¢ (2.58)
required for significance at .01 level. Further analysis of mean scores indicates that
the mean score of post-test scores on Legal Awareness (M = 35.87, SD = 3.95) is
substantially higher than that of the mean score of pre-test scores (M = 13.36, SD =

4.03) on Legal Awareness for the experimental group of secondary school students.
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The Cohen’s d obtained for mean scores of pre-test and post-test scores on
the Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students is d =
4.30. As the value obtained is greater than 0.80, the magnitude of effect size is
extremely large, indicating a highly significant and meaningful improvement in
Legal Awareness among secondary school students after the intervention. The large
magnitude of Cohen’s d suggests that the Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
had a profound impact, with the post-test scores of Legal Awareness, exceeding the
pre-test scores of Legal Awareness by more than four standard deviations, reflecting
minimal overlap between the two distributions. Thus, it is evident that the difference
in mean scores of pre-test and post-test scores on the Legal Awareness for
experimental group of secondary school students represents a substantial
improvement. Hence, it can be concluded that the developed Self Learning Module
on Legal Awareness is highly effective for enhancing the Legal Awareness of
secondary school students. The result of the study supported the research studies in
legal awareness as reported by Febrianty et al., (2025), Markova et al., (2023),

Zainuddin and Salle (2022), and Tjeppy (2021).

The developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is effective for
enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students. Therefore, it can be
concluded that those students who experienced Self Learning Module on Legal
Awareness exhibited higher awareness in the legal dimensions of The Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children) Act, (2015), The Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO) (2012), The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Act (1986), The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006), The Motor
Vehicles Act (1988), Information Technology Act (2000) and Cyber Crimes, The
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and

Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (2003),
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The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act (1998), and The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education Act (2009). Results are consistent with findings of
An and Yang (2022), MacIntyre and Carr (1999). Makela and Peters (2004), Rashid et

al. (2020), Shalini (2021), and Suveesh and Rajan (2020)

Graphical representation of comparison of mean scores of pre-test and post-
test scores on Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students

is presented as Figure 10.

Figure 10

Graphical Representation of Comparison of Mean Scores of Legal Awareness in

Pre-test and Post-test of Experimental Group
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The graphical representation shows that the pre-test and post-test scores on
Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students. The post-
test scores on Legal Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students
show a significant increase than the pre-test scores, suggesting that the developed
Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness effectively enhanced secondary school

students’ Legal Awareness.
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Conclusion

The content analysis of Social Science textbooks published by SCERT Kerala
for standard VIII, IX, and X revealed that the content on legal legislations related to
children is insufficient in the textbooks. The Social Science textbooks by SCERT
Kerala have 10 parts with a total of 52 units, but only 5 units focused on legal topics.
Four of these mainly discuss constitutional aspects, such as the Indian constitution,
citizens' rights and duties, the directive principles of state policy, the election process,
and systems like the police, courts, prisons, and the consumer protection Act of 1986.
Only part of one unit briefly explains on child-related legal issues like violence against
children, cybercrimes, juvenile offenses, and substance abuse. Hence, it is essential to

improve the Social Science textbooks by including legal dimensions related to children.

The analysis of level of Legal Awareness of secondary students indicated that
secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness for total sample
and for subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of
schools. Results of mean difference analysis indicated that the female secondary
school students have higher Legal Awareness when compared to male secondary
school students. The findings of the study suggested that there is no significant
difference in the mean scores of the Legal Awareness among urban and rural

secondary school students as well as government and aided secondary school students.

The statistical analysis also revealed that there exists significant difference in
the mean pre-test scores and post- test scores on Legal Awareness for experimental
group of secondary school students. The mean score of post-test scores on Legal
Awareness for experimental group is significantly higher than the mean score of pre-
test scores and the effect size is large. Thus, the developed Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness is highly effective for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary

school students.
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Legal education in India is often overlooked, leaving young citizens with
limited understanding of the Constitution and the nation's legal framework which
leads to vulnerabilities, as citizens are often exploited by the protection systems
(Chauhan, 2025). Developed and developing nations worry about students'
understanding of the law, as they frequently face legal issues in daily life (Bhat et
al., 2024). Students have limited awareness of important legal provisions and there is
no significant difference in legal awareness among boys and girls (Bahmani, 2022;
Pattil, 2012; Wagner, 2007). Research indicates a significant gap in legal awareness
among college students, potentially affecting their future personal and professional
lives due to their lack of understanding of the legal system (Bhat et al., 2024). Low
legal awareness hinders students from identifying unjust situations or understanding
their rights, reducing their capacity to advocate for themselves and others and
impacting their role as future responsible citizens (Pattil, 2012). In today’s
technologically advanced world, media significantly contributes to spreading legal
information, particularly among youth (Kumar, 2015). Exposure to legal topics
through print and electronic media, such as newspapers and social media provides
students with updates on significant legal cases, legislative changes, expert analysis
and commentaries, helping them better understand the law (Kozhukhova &

Zhiyenbayev, 2018).

Students require a comprehensive understanding of laws and rights related to
them to effectively participate in civic life as future citizens. Legal literacy
empowers students to make informed decisions, understand their responsibilities and
protect themselves from exploitation (Sadhwani, 2024). A well-informed student can

recognize injustice, seek legal remedies and contribute to a more just society. By
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improving their understanding of legal language, individuals can make more
informed choices and gain greater awareness of their rights and responsibilities
within a legal framework (Rahayu, 2017). Schools and educators play a crucial role
in fostering legal awareness by integrating legal education into the curriculum.
Shalini (2021) emphasized that problem based learning improves knowledge
retention, problem-solving skills, decision-making abilities, and lifelong learning
among the students than traditional methods. The community legal enrichment
programme has generated significant good outcomes in the community by
employing effective techniques and interactive teaching methods (Hadinata, 2023).
This underscores the need for increased awareness programs and targeted campaigns
to disseminate legal knowledge more effectively among the students. Therefore,
innovative strategies can be used to enhance the legal awareness of students at all
levels of education. Hence, the investigator decided to construct and validate a Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness of secondary

school students in Kerala.
Therefore, the research questions framed for the study are:
1. What gaps related to legal aspects exist in the social science textbooks of

Kerala State at secondary level?

2. What is the level of legal awareness among secondary school students in

Kerala?

3. How can a self learning module on legal awareness be structured to

enhance the legal awareness of secondary school students in Kerala?

4. To what extent does the developed self learning module enhance the

legal awareness of secondary school students in Kerala?



Jﬂumm‘y o /‘I?m/iizgs & Conelusion 179

Study in Retrospect

The various stages of the study such as restatement of the problem, variables,
objectives, hypotheses, design of the study, sample selected for the study,
instruments used, and statistical techniques employed are viewed retrospectively in

this section.
Restatement of the Problem

A person who is unaware about the rights and responsibilities will find it
difficult to lead a good societal life. Education has a very significant role in
inculcating a clear understanding about the societal norms, rights, and
responsibilities. Education also plays an important role in creating responsible
citizens, yet it falls short due to lack of legal awareness among the students.
Unfortunately, the components that can create legal awareness are comparatively
inadequate in our school curriculum and educational activities. Consequently, the
students who are a part of such an educational system often become victims of
exploitation. An aftermath of this problem is that, our young generation is
unable to understand the legal problems of day-to-day life and to respond legally.
Hence, an education without legal awareness can negatively impact societal life
of students. Our country has numerous laws for the protection of children, still,
how many of these are known to our students? In fact, the child's knowledge on
legal protection is very limited. Furthermore, according to the National and State
Crime Records Bureau, the number of crimes committed against children is
increasing on a daily basis. In such circumstances, it is apparent that children
should be given legal awareness which becomes relevant to lead a democratic

and responsible life. Awareness sessions and classes that are conducted once in a
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year are not enough for children to inculcate all about legal aspects related to
them. Therefore, it is necessary to enhance the legal awareness of students with
the help of innovative strategies which embrace more life related analogies.
Thus, the investigator decided to construct and validate a Self Learning Module
on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school
students in Kerala. Thus, the study is entitled as Development of a Self
Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness Among Secondary School

Students.

Variables
Independent Variable

e Instructional Strategy using Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness
Dependent Variable

e Legal Awareness

In addition to independent and dependent variables, the demographic

variables are gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools.
Objectives

The objectives framed for the study are
Major Objectives

1. To construct a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing

Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala

2. To validate the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students of Kerala
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Specific Objectives

1.

To analyze the Social Science textbooks of standard VIII, IX, and X of

Kerala state for the academic year 2021-2022 with respect to legal aspects.

2. To find out the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students and for the subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and
type of management of schools.

3. To find out whether there exits any significant difference in the mean scores
of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the subgroups
based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management of schools.

4. To compare the mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the experimental group

Hypotheses

1. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on gender.

2. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on locale of schools.

3. There exists no significant difference in the mean scores of Legal Awareness
among secondary school students for the subgroups based on type of
management of schools.

4. There exists significant difference in the mean pre-test and post-test scores of
Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the experimental
group.

5. Developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is effective for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
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Design of the Study

As the main aim of the study is to construct and validate a Self Learning
Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary
school students, the study adopted experimental method. The study was carried out in
four phases such as content analysis, survey phase, development of module, and
experimentation. As part of need analysis, content analysis of Social Science textbooks
of Kerala State at secondary level and survey method to analyze the level of Legal
Awareness among secondary school students were adopted. After development the Self
Learning Module on Legal Awareness, experiment was carried out to know the
effectiveness of the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
Design of Experimentation

The main aim is to construct and validate a Self-Learning Module on Legal
Awareness for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.
Among the various experimental designs, the researcher selected one group pre-test
post-test experimental group design.The investigator selected one group who
experienced Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing Legal

Awareness among secondary school students. The design of the experimentation is;
G: 01 X 0O

Where,
G is experimental group with pre-test O, post-test O,

Sample

The population considered for the study is secondary school students
studying in high schools of Kerala state who follow the Kerala state syllabus. A

sample of 783 secondary school students were selected for the survey phase from the
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14 districts of Kerala State and for the experimentation a sample of 31 secondary
school students studying in VIII standard were selected from Umbichi Hajee Higher

Secondary School, Chaliyam in Kozhikode District of Kerala state.
Instruments Used

Instruments used for experimentation and for measuring Legal Awareness are;

e Legal Awareness Test (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)
e Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness (Abid & Niranjana, 2022)

e Check List for Assessing Module on Legal Awareness (Abid &

Niranjana, 2022)

Statistical Techniques Employed
The statistical techniques used for the analyzing the data are ;

* Descriptive statistics

*  One Sample #-test

» Test of Significance of Difference between Means of Large Independent
Sample (z-test)

* Paired sample #-test

* Cohen’s d
Major Findings of the Study

The major findings of the study are:

1. From the content analysis of Social Science textbooks published by SCERT
Kerala for standards VII1, IX, and X revealed that the content on legal
legislations related to children is insufficient in the textbooks. The Social
Science textbooks by SCERT Kerala have 10 parts with a total of 52 units, but

only 5 units focus on legal topics. Four of these mainly discuss constitutional
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aspects, such as the Indian constitution, citizens' rights and duties, the directive
principles of state policy, the election process, and systems like the police,
courts, prisons, and the Consumer Protection Act of 1986. Only part of one
unit briefly explains on child-related legal issues like violence against children,

cybercrimes, juvenile offenses, and substance abuse.

2. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school students
indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M = 13.66, SD =
4.20) of Legal Awareness among secondary school students and the test value
(mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness Test. Hence, the secondary
school students are having a low level of Legal Awareness. Results of one
sample ¢ test also confirmed that the secondary school students are having low
level (t = 48.93, p < .01) of Legal Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that the

secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

3. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school male
students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M =
13.29, SD = 4.33) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school male
students and the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness
Test. Hence, the secondary school male students are having a low level of
Legal Awareness. Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the
secondary school male students are having low level (¢ = 33.91, p < .01) of
Legal Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that the secondary school male

students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

4. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among secondary school female
students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M =
13.99, SD = 4.05) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school female

students and the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness
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Test. Hence, the secondary school female students are having a low level of
Legal Awareness. Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the
secondary school female students are having low level (¢ =35.49, p <.01) of
Legal Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that secondary school female

students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among urban secondary school
students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M =
13.70, SD = 4.13) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school urban
students and the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness
Test. Hence, the urban secondary school students are having a low level of
Legal Awareness. Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the urban
secondary school students are having low level (¢ = 29.82, p < .0I) of Legal
Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that urban secondary school students are

having low level of Legal Awareness.

Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among rural secondary school
students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M = 13.64,
SD = 4.23) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school rural students and
the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness Test. Hence,
the rural secondary school students are having a low level of Legal Awareness.
Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the secondary school rural
students are having low level (¢ = 38.77, p < .0l) of Legal Awareness.
Therefore, it is evident that rural secondary school students are having low

level of Legal Awareness.

. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among government secondary
school students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M =

13.78, SD = 3.97) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school government



186 Self Learning Module for Enhancing Legal Awareness

10.

students and the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness
Test. Hence, the government secondary school students are having a low level
of Legal Awareness. Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the
secondary school government students are having low level (¢ = 32.35, p <
.01) of Legal Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that government secondary

school students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

. Analysis of the level of Legal Awareness among aided secondary school

students indicated a significant difference between the mean score (M =
13.58, SD = 4.35) of Legal Awareness of among secondary school aided
students and the test value (mid value of scale = 21) of the Legal Awareness
Test. Hence, the aided secondary school students are having a low level of
Legal Awareness. Results of one sample ¢ test also confirmed that the
secondary school aided students are having low level (¢ = 36.88, p < .0I) of
Legal Awareness. Therefore, it is evident that aided secondary school

students are having low level of Legal Awareness.

Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students for the subgroups based on gender indicated significant difference (z
= 2.33, p < 0.05). Therefore, male and female are not equal in the scores of
Legal Awareness. The mean scores on Legal Awareness of female secondary
school students (M = 13.99, SD = 4.05) is greater than the mean scores of
Legal Awareness of male students (M = 13.29, SD = 4.33). Hence, the
female secondary school students are having greater Legal Awareness than

the male secondary school students.

Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school

students for the subgroups based on locale of schools indicated no significant
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difference (¢ = 0.17, p > 0.05). Therefore, it is evident that there is no difference

in Legal Awareness among urban and rural secondary school students.

11. Comparison of mean scores of Legal Awareness of secondary school students
for the subgroups based on type of management of schools indicated significant
difference (¢ = 0.65, p > 0.05). Therefore, it is evident that there is no difference

in Legal Awareness among government and aided secondary school students.

12. Comparison of mean scores of pretest and post-test scores on Legal
Awareness for experimental group of secondary school students indicated
significant difference (¢ = 23.92, p < 0.05). The mean score of post-test
scores on Legal Awareness (M = 35.87, SD = 3.95) is greater than the mean
score of pretest scores on Legal Awareness (M = 13.36, SD = 4.03) for
experimental group of secondary school students. The Cohen’s d obtained (d
= 4.30) for mean scores of pre-test and post-test scores on the Legal
Awareness also indicates large effect size. Hence, it is evident that the
developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is highly effective for

enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.

Tenability of Hypotheses

The hypotheses framed for the study are tested on the basis of findings of the

study and the tenability of hypotheses are described in this section.

Hypothesis 1

The first hypothesis states that there exists no significant difference in the
mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the
subgroups based on gender. Findings revealed that there exists significant difference
in mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for subgroups

based on gender. Hence, the hypothesis is rejected.
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Hypothesis 2

The second hypothesis states that there exists no significant difference in the
mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the
subgroups based on locale of schools. Findings indicated that there exists no
significant difference in mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school

students for subgroups based on locale of schools. Hence, the hypothesis is accepted.
Hypothesis 3

The third hypothesis states that there exists no significant difference in the
mean scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students for the
subgroups based on type of management of schools. Findings showed that there
exists no significant difference in mean scores of Legal Awareness of secondary
school students for subgroups based on type of management of schools. Hence,

hypothesis is accepted.
Hypothesis 4

The fourth hypothesis states that there exists significant difference in the
mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school
students for the experimental group. Findings revealed that there exists significant
difference in mean pre-test and post-test scores of Legal Awareness among secondary

school students for the experimental group. Hence, hypothesis is accepted.
Hypothesis 5

The fifth hypothesis states that Developed Self Learning on Legal Awareness
is effective for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students. The
findings highlighted that there exists significant difference in the mean pre-test
scores and post-test scores of Legal Awareness among secondary school students,

and the effect size is significantly large. Hence, hypothesis is accepted.
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Conclusion

The content analysis of Social Science textbooks by SCERT Kerala for
standard VIII, IX, and X revealed that the content on legal legislations related to
children is insufficient in the textbooks. The Social Science textbooks by SCERT
Kerala have 10 parts with a total of 52 units, but only 5 units focused on legal topics.
Four of these mainly discuss constitutional aspects, such as the Indian constitution,
citizens' rights and duties, the directive principles of state policy, the election
process, and systems like the police, courts, prisons, and the consumer protection
Act of 1986. Only part of one unit briefly explains on child-related legal issues like
violence against children, cybercrimes, juvenile offenses, and substance abuse.
Hence, it is essential to improve the social science textbooks by including legal
dimensions related to children. The result of the study supported the various research
studies in content analysis in social science textbook as reported by Kort (2018), Al-

Janabi et al. (2024), and Akcan and Bakir (2023).

The analysis of level of Legal Awareness of secondary students indicated
that secondary school students are having low level of Legal Awareness for the total
sample and subgroups based on gender, locale of schools, and type of management
of schools. The result of the study supported the various research studies in legal
awareness as reported by Bahmani (2022), Bahuguna (2019), Bhat et al. (2024),

Joshi and Sharma (2023), and Pevtsova et al. (2016).

Results of mean difference analysis indicated that the female secondary
school students have higher Legal Awareness when compared to male secondary
school students. The findings of the study suggested that there is no significant
difference in the mean scores of the Legal Awareness among urban and rural
secondary school students as well as government and aided secondary school

students. The result of the study supported the research studies in legal awareness as
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reported by Bhat et al. (2024), Muhiyidheen (2003), Rahi et al. (2020), Remya
(2012), and Yadhav (2012).

The statistical analysis also revealed that there exists significant difference in
the mean pretest scores and post- test scores on Legal Awareness for experimental
group of secondary school students. The mean score of post-test scores on Legal
Awareness for experimental group is significantly higher than the mean score of pre-
test scores and the effect size is large. Thus, the developed Self Learning Module on
Legal Awareness is highly effective for enhancing Legal Awareness among
secondary school students. The result of the study supported the research studies in
legal awareness as reported by An and Yang (2022), Maclntyre and Carr (1999),
Makela and Peters (2004), and Rashid et al. (2020). Based on the findings, it has
been concluded that the developed Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness is

effective for enhancing Legal Awareness among secondary school students.



Chapter - 6

o Educational Implications
of the Study

o Suggestions for Further
Research




Low legal literacy among the citizens is a significant factor in law violations,
hence, legal literacy is crucial for the country's progress and civilization, as it
prevents a primitive world and ensures the protection of the law (Kerala State Legal
Services Authority, 2013). By taking into the social realities, in order to achieve
sustainable development of society, it is imperative to intensify and modernize legal
education among youth (Turkulets et al., 2021). The present study intended to
construct and validate a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for enhancing
Legal Awareness of secondary school students in Kerala. This chapter discusses the

educational implications of the study and suggestions for further research.
Educational Implications of the Study

On the basis of the findings of the study the investigator proposes following

implications to enhance legal awareness of secondary school students.

Refining Social Science Textbooks

> The Social Science textbooks at secondary level published by SCERT Kerala
includes very little information on legal dimensions related to children.
Therefore, it is imperative that the Social Science textbooks at secondary level
be improved by incorporating legal dimensions related to children. Hence, the
investigator recommends that the curriculum committee can include more legal
information pertaining to children in the Social Science textbooks at secondary

level.

> The limited information of legal aspects related to children in Social Science
textbooks may hinder the development of children as responsible citizens. If
legal aspects are included in Social Science textbooks is helpful for students to

be equipped with essential child related legal aspects from their adolescence
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period itself. Hence, it is necessary to enrich the curriculum and provide rich
learning opportunities in order to teach legal aspects related to children in a

more robust and captivating manner.

> The legal legislations related with children can be included in textbooks by

incorporating real-world examples and instances from daily life.

> Textbooks are an outstanding instrument for shaping an understanding of laws
and civic responsibility. Thus textbooks can be enriched by incorporating
modules that explain the principles and applications of law. The lessons which
describe how students should behave in situations that happen in new social

environments can be intervened to content.

Enhancing Legal Awareness

> The results of the research suggest that in an era that is characterised by
increasing violations of children's rights, alarming rate of juvenile delinquency,
and lack awareness of fundamental laws, it is advisable for educational
institutions to actively mold students who are knowledgeable about legal

concepts and their responsibilities.

> The findings of the study highlight the importance of enhancing legal awareness
among secondary school students as they possess a low level of legal awareness.
Legal understanding is crucial in shaping students into responsible citizens. The
results of the research indicate an urgent curriculum reform is required, because
there are relatively few learning materials that improve legal awareness among

secondary school students in the current education system.

> Legal awareness education should be incorporated into the school curriculum
using textbooks, classroom discussions, and school-based activities. Case

studies can be utilized to make them aware of the need for legal awareness in
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real-life situations. Introducing short legal news stories or case reports could
enhance legal awareness. Activities such as workshops, camps, simulated legal

aid programs, and interactions with legal experts can also be arranged.

> Legal education initiatives are to be viewed as a continuous educational exercise.
Teachers in schools and students in teacher training institutions can participate in
legal awareness campaigns, workshops, seminars, etc. as part of enhancing legal
awareness. Governmental and non-governmental organisations can work together

to conduct legal awareness campaigns in schools.

> Students' legal awareness can be enhanced by establishing a legal awareness
cell in educational institutions. Both inside and outside of the classroom
activities and academic activities can be provided by this cell. Students can
learn about contemporary legal issues through this platform. Regular contacts
with legal experts, judges, social workers, police officers, and other officials
can be facilitated using this platform. In order to help students in educational
institutions with legal matters, the cell can communicate with authorities and

non-governmental organisations.

Addressing gap in Legal Awareness among Subgroups

> The findings of study indicated gender differences in legal awareness
emphasizing that the legal awareness must move beyond simple information
sharing and evolve into initiatives that empower students to think critically
about justice and their civic duties. Schools and colleges can highlight the
value of legal awareness through interactive sessions and awareness
campaigns that keep the discussion active throughout the academic year.
Special attention can be given to boys by creating meaningful learning
opportunities that build sensitivity toward gender equality and shared social

responsibility. They can be encouraged to participate actively in legal
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awareness programs and engage with legal institutions to understand their
role in promoting fairness. Educational activities such as debates, mock court
sessions, and community campaigns must be organized to ensure equal
involvement of all students. By creating an inclusive curriculum and
encouraging extracurricular involvement related, male and female can be

empowered to understand and actively engage in legal discussions

> A unified approach to enhance legal awareness is effective across different
regions of Kerala state. Measures need to be undertaken to deepen and
sustain legal awareness through locally relevant and contextual ways as the
secondary school students in rural, and urban schools possess low level of
legal awareness. Activities that promote legal knowledge can be conducted
in rural areas with the help of village communities. Campaigns can be
organised to address crimes such as cybercrime, child sexual exploitation, and

for raising awareness about legal rights related to children.

> A unified approach for enhancing legal awareness is effective across
different types of schools in Kerala as students in government and aided
secondary schools possess a low level of legal awareness. Enhancing
collaboration among institutions governmental and non-governmental
institutions for organising legal awareness programs would be useful. The
overall performance of legal awareness throughout the educational system

will improve when all institutions collaborate to raise legal understanding.
Furthering Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness

> From the results of the study, it is evident that the legal awareness of
secondary school students in the experimental group was enhanced. Thus, the
self learning module on legal awareness can be implemented to entire

secondary school students in Kerala state. Self learning module on legal
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awareness enables students to build legal awareness on their own and progress

according to their individual learning pace.

The module encourages students to read newspapers with a focus on legal
aspects, fostering an interest in child-related legislation. Self learning module on
legal awareness promotes understanding of legal concepts through clear
language, practical activities and real-life examples supported by visual news
content. The module is helpful for students to continue learning beyond the
classroom setting and encourage them to connect legal knowledge with daily
experiences. The module also make students aware about the importance of
newspaper reading and independent study. The developed self learning module
on legal awareness involves a variety of skills such as identifying the nature of
news, nature of violation of child rights, source of the news etc. Teachers can
provide proper support to their children to develop an independent way of

reading newspapers.

Teachers need to be trained in order to make legal awareness, therefore,
modules on legal awareness related to children can be incorporated into the

teacher education curriculum.

Teachers can make efforts to provide first hand information and experience by
including academic visits to nearby court and police stations. Teachers can
help students to analyze the issues related to children that appear in

newspapers and promote them to take decisions on the matters analyzed.

Integrating legal awareness within social science curricula encourages students to
see law as a living, practical subject, not just a set of abstract rules. This approach
aligns with best practices in India and internationally, where legal education is

often woven into civic, human rights, and digital citizenship education.
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> Special legal awareness programmes can be provided to secondary school

students to prevent the young generation from becoming victims of harassment

and to promote a more inclusive society.

>

>

>

vV V V V

>

>

Suggestions for Further Research

The suggestions for extending this research are as follows

Self Learning Modules on legal awareness to enhance Legal Awareness of
students at primary, higher secondary, and higher education level can be

developed.

A survey of on legal awareness of teachers, parents, and students at various

levels of education can be conducted.

A study can be conducted to find out the effectiveness of new instructional

strategies for enhancing legal awareness of students at all levels of education.

Relationship between legal awareness and legal behaviours among students

can be carried out.

Legal awareness on digital platforms among students can be studied
Correlational studies on legal awareness and social variables can be carried out
Cross cultural studies on legal awareness among students can be carried out

A curriculum for legal education for students can be designed for primary

and secondary levels of education

A comparison of developed self learning module on legal awareness with the
legal literacy guide to CBSE students prepared by Kerala State Legal

Services Authority can be carried out.

Factors affecting legal awareness of secondary school students can be explored.
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Appendix I1
FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

LEGAL AWARENESS TEST
(Draft-English Version)

Fasalul Abid C.M. Dr. Niranjana K. P.
Research Scholar Assistant Professor
Instructions:

This is a test designed to assess your legal awareness. It consists of 55 questions. For

each question, four options are given, marked A, B, C, and D, of which only one is correct.

Read each question carefully and put a tick mark (v") on the letter corresponding to the correct

answer onthe separate answer sheet provided. The information collected through this test will

be kept confidential and used only for research purposes.

L.

According to the POCSO Act, individuals below what age are considered as children?

A) 15 years
B) 17 years
C) 18 years
D) 20 years

If the management or staff of an educational or religious institution commits a penetrative
sexual assault on a child in that institution, what is the punishment?

A) Imprisonment for life and fine
B) Imprisonment up to 7 years and fine
C) Imprisonment up to 3 years and fine

D) Imprisonment up to 1 year and fine

What is the punishment for conducting screening procedures during admission in an

educational institution?

A) A fine of 35,000

B) A fine of 310,000
C) A fine of 320,000
D) A fine of 325,000

Which commission functions at the state level for the protection of children’s rights?

A) Child Welfare Committee

B) Juvenile Justice Board

C) Commission for Protection of Child Rights
D) Child Protection Commission



10.

11.

When a child is suspected to be a victim of sexual abuse, which of the following actions

should the police not take?

A) Record the child’s statement at the child’s residence.

B) A woman police officer should record the statement.

C) The woman police officer should wear uniform while taking the statement.
D) Should not keep the child at the police station during the legal process.

In which year was the POCSO Act enacted?

A) 2010
B) 2011
C) 2012
D) 2013

Which section of the POCSO Act deals with public awareness about the Act?

A) Section 42
B) Section 43
C) Section 44
D) Section 45

If an offence under the POCSO Act is committed by a child, under which the action will be
taken?

A) Right to Education Act, 2009
B) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

C) POCSO Act, 2012

D) Indian Constitution

If a student faces ragging, whom should the complaint be reported to?

A) Class Teacher

B) Head of the Institution
C) Police

D) School Leader

If the head of an institution fails to report an offence that occurred there, what punishment
can be imposed?

A) No punishment

B) Imprisonment up to 3 months

C) Imprisonment up to 6 months

D) Imprisonment up to 1 year

In which of the following situations does an act amount to sexual harassment?
A) Using sexually explicit words in front of a child.

B) Showing sexual gestures or objects to a child intentionally.

C) Touching any part of a child’s body with sexual intent.
D) A, B, and C are correct.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Under the Motor Vehicles Act, individuals of what age can obtain a licence to drive in
public places in India?

A) 16 years
B) 20 years
C) 18 years
D) 19 years

Children below what age must use a special restraint system in cars, since regular seat
belts are not suitable for them?

A) 18 years

B) 16 years

C) 14 years

D) 12 years

Suppose you are caught by the police for riding a scooter while under 18 years of age.
What actions will be taken?

A) Your guardian will face imprisonment of up to three years and a fine of 325,000.
B) The vehicle’s Registration Certificate (R C) will be cancelled for 12 months.

C) The person who rode the vehicle will not be eligible to obtain a driving licence until the
age of 25.

D) A, B, and C are applicable

Selling narcotic or intoxicating products within what distance from a school is a
punishable offence?

A) 90 metres

B) 100 metres

C) 91.44 metres
D) 101.44 metres

Operation P-Hunt is an initiative related to which area?

A) Protecting children from drug abuse

B) Preventing sexual assault against children

C) Ensuring child safety on roads

D) Preventing online sexual exploitation of children

According to the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, who is considered a child?

A) A person below 16 years of age
B) A person below 17 years of age
C) A person below 18 years of age
D) A person above 18 years of age

When is the World Day Against Child Labour observed?

A) January 12
B) June 12

C) July 12

D) December 12



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

What does the term “child in conflict with law” mean?

A) A child who is below 18 years of age on the date of the offence
B) A child accused of committing an offence

C) A child proven guilty of an offence

D) A, B, and C are correct

According to Article 21 A of the Indian Constitution, free and compulsory education is
guaranteed for children between which ages?

A) 4 to 12 years
B) 8 to 18 years
C) 6 to 14 years
D) 6 to 18 years

Which of the following terms refers to a minor who has committed an offence under the
law?

A) Delinquent

B) Anti-social

C) Child in conflict with law
D) Accused

What is the punishment for two-wheeler riders who fail to wear a helmet while riding?

A) A fine of 31,000 and suspension of licence for 3 months
B) A fine of *500 and cancellation of existing licence

C) A fine of 32,000 and suspension of licence for 3 months
D) A fine of 22,500 and cancellation of licence

What is the punishment for selling intoxicating substances to children below 18 years of
age?

A) Imprisonment up to three years

B) A fine up to 10000 rupees

C)Both A & B

D) Imprisonment up to three years or a fine up to ten 10000 rupees or both.

Which of the following does not fall under the category of “Children in Need of Care and
Protection”?

A) Children without a home, accommodation, or means of livelihood.
B) Children facing mental or physical challenges.

C) Children who have committed offences.

D) Children without parents.

What is the term used for a person who rides a two-wheeler?
A) Rider

B) Driver

C) Pillion rider

D) Pillion driver
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Heinous offences committed by children between the ages of 16 and 18 should be tried
by:

A) Juvenile Board

B) Sessions Court

C) Children’s Court

D) A, B, and C are correct

If it is found that a child between 16 and 18 years of age has committed an offence, the
place where they are kept till the age of 21 is called:

A) Juvenile Home
B) Special Home

C) After Care Home
D) Place of Safety

If a person who has custody or control of a child acts cruelly toward the child:

A) Imprisonment up to one year or a fine up to one lakh rupees
B) Imprisonment up to two years or a fine up to two lakh rupees
C) Imprisonment up to three years or a fine up to one lakh rupees
D) Imprisonment up to four years or a fine up to one lakh rupees

The officer appointed in every police station to handle cases related to children is called:

A) Juvenile Police Officer

B) Juvenile Justice Officer

C) Special Police Officer

D) Child Welfare Police Officer

When parents or guardians are unwilling to take back a child who has committed an
offence, the place where the child is kept is called:

A) Children’s Home

B) Observation Home

C) Juvenile Home

D) After Care Home

Find the incorrect statement among the following related to obtaining a driving license:

A) Medical fitness is required to obtain a license.
B) A certificate proving eyesight strength is mandatory to obtain a license.

C) Educational qualification up to Plus Two (12" standard) is mandatory to obtain a
license.

D) A, B, and C are correct
The place where Children in Need of Care and Protection are accommodated:

A) Special Home

B) Observation Home
C) Children’s Home
D) Juvenile Home
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The incident that led to the amendment of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015:

A) The increasing cases of violence against children.

B) The Nirbhaya incident.

C) Child marriage.

D) The growing use of intoxicating substances among children.

Is it permitted to take children in a police vehicle?

A) Yes, they can be taken.

B) No, they cannot be taken.

C) The police can decide depending on the situation.
D) B and C are correct.

According to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, those below what age are
considered minors?

A) 17 years
B) 18 years
C) 20 years
D) 21 years

The year in which the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act came into force:

A) 2000
B) 2001
C) 2005
D) 2006

What is the punishment for a person who attempts to insult or harass a child online?

A) Imprisonment up to five years and a fine up to X10 lakh.
B) Imprisonment up to seven years and a fine up to 10 lakh.
C) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to %10 lakh.
D) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to X15 lakh.

Which law is currently in force in Kerala to prevent ragging?

A) Kerala Ragging Act, 2009

B) Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998
C) Gaming Act, 1960

D) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

What does the term “ragging” mean?

A) Physical or mental harassment of a student in an educational institution
B) Any act that causes fear, shame, or discomfort to a student

C) Teasing or making insulting jokes about a student

D) A, B and C are correct

Where do the activities that constitute ragging usually take place?

A) Only inside the campus

B) Only outside the campus

C) Both inside and and outside the campus
D) Only in the hostel
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Suppose senior students force you to do something in the name of fun that you are

unwilling to do. What should you do next?

A) File a complaint at the police station

B) Inform the school authorities first, then report it to the police
C) Complain to the head teacher or principal

D) Complain to the ward member

If a student is punished for committing ragging, what consequences can follow?
A) Permanent expulsion from the institution

B) Denial of admission to any other institution

C) May join another institution after three months

D) Imprisonment up to two years and a fine up to 310,000

According to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, who is considered a child?

A) Male and female below 21 years of age
B) Male and female below 18 years of age
C) A male below 21 years and a female below 18 years
D) A male below 18 years and a female below 21 years

What does “child marriage” mean?

A) When only the male is a minor

B) When only the female is a minor

C) When both are minors

D) When ecither the male or the female is a minor

If a person above 18 years engages in a child marriage, what is the punishment upon
conviction?

A) Imprisonment up to 3 months or a fine up to 350,000 or both
B) Imprisonment up to 6 months or a fine up to 350,000 or both
C) Imprisonment up to 1 year or a fine up to one lakh or both
D) Imprisonment up to 2 years or a fine up to one lakh or both

According to the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, children below
what age are classified as “child”?

A) 12 years

B) 14 years

C) 18 years

D) 21 years

Bachpan Bachao Andolan works in which field?
A) Road safety

B) Education

C) Child welfare

D) Child labour

According to the Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986,

individuals between what ages are called “adolescents”?

A) 12 to 21 years
B) 14 to 18 years
C) 18 to 21 years
D) 12 to 18 years
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Which of the following statements about working hours for adolescents under the Child
Labour Act, 1986 is incorrect?

A) Adolescents must be given at least one hour of rest after three hours of work.
B) They can work at any time between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.

C) They must not be made to work overtime.

D) They must be given one full day off every week.

According to Article 21A of the Indian Constitution, which right is guaranteed to children?
A) Right to Equality

B) Right to Free and Compulsory Education

C) Right to Property

D) Right to Freedom

What is the punishment for violating the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act?

A) Imprisonment up to 2 years

B) Fine up to 350,000

C) Either imprisonment up to 2 years or fine up to 350,000
D) Both imprisonment up to 2 years and fine up to X50,000

In which year was the Right to Education Act implemented?

A) 2005
B) 2009
C) 2011
D) 2012

Which of the following actions are punishable offences under the POCSO Act?

A) Publishing the child’s name or address

B) Publishing the details of the school where the child studies

C) Publishing the child’s photograph

D) Options A, B and C are correct

Identify the incorrect statement regarding the media’s responsibilities under the POCSO Act.

A) The child’s name can be published that clearly identifies them

B) Family details of the child must not be published

C) The child’s photograph must not be published

D) Reports must not harm the child’s dignity in any way

Where are children who are found guilty of offences sent for education and rehabilitation?
A) Observation Home

B) Special Home

C) Juvenile Home
D) Children’s Home
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Appendix IV

FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

LEGAL AWARENESS TEST
(Final-English Version)

Fasalul Abid C.M. Dr. Niranjana K. P.
Research Scholar Assistant Professor
Instructions:

This is a test designed to assess your legal awareness. It consists of 55 questions. For

each question, four options are given, marked A, B, C, and D, of which only one is correct.

Read each question carefully and put a tick mark (v") on the letter corresponding to the correct

answer on the separate answer sheet provided.

The information collected through this test will be kept confidential and used only for

research purposes.

L.

According to the POCSO Act, individuals below what age are considered as children?

A) 15 years
B) 17 years
C) 18 years
D) 20 years

If the management or staff of an educational or religious institution commits a penetrative
sexual assault on a child in that institution, what is the punishment?

A) Imprisonment for life and fine

B) Imprisonment up to 7 years and fine
C) Imprisonment up to 3 years and fine
D) Imprisonment up to 1 year and fine

When a child is suspected to be a victim of sexual abuse, which of the following actions
should the police not take?

A) Record the child’s statement at the child’s residence.

B) A woman police officer should record the statement.

C) The woman police officer should wear uniform while taking the statement.
D) Should not keep the child at the police station during the legal process.

In which year was the POCSO Act enacted?
A) 2010
B) 2011

C) 2012
D) 2013



10.

11.

Which section of the POCSO Act deals with public awareness about the Act?

A) Section 42
B) Section 43
C) Section 44
D) Section 45

If an offence under the POCSO Act is committed by a child, under which the action will be
taken?

A) Right to Education Act, 2009
B) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

C) POCSO Act, 2012

D) Indian Constitution

If the head of an institution fails to report an offence that occurred there, what punishment
can be imposed?

A) No punishment

B) Imprisonment up to 3 months
C) Imprisonment up to 6 months
D) Imprisonment up to 1 year

In which of the following situations does an act amount to sexual harassment?

A) Using sexually explicit words in front of a child.

B) Showing sexual gestures or objects to a child intentionally.
C) Touching any part of a child’s body with sexual intent.

D) A, B, and C are correct.

Under the Motor Vehicles Act, individuals of what age can obtain a licence to drive in
public places in India?

A) 16 years

B) 20 years

C) 18 years

D) 19 years

Children below what age must use a special restraint system in cars, since regular seat
belts are not suitable for them?

A) 18 years

B) 16 years

C) 14 years

D) 12 years

Suppose you are caught by the police for riding a scooter while under 18 years of age.
What actions will be taken?

A) Your guardian will face imprisonment of up to three years and a fine of 325,000.

B) The vehicle’s Registration Certificate (RC) will be cancelled for 12 months.

C) The person who rode the vehicle will not be eligible to obtain a driving licence until the
age of 25.

D) A, B, and C are correct.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

According to the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, who is considered a child?

A) A person below 16 years of age
B) A person below 17 years of age
C) A person below 18 years of age
D) A person above 18 years of age

When is the World Day Against Child Labour observed?

A) January 12
B) June 12

C) July 12

D) December 12

What does the term “child in conflict with law’ mean?

A) A child who is below 18 years of age on the date of the offence
B) A child accused of committing an offence

C) A child proven guilty of an offence

D) A, B, and C are correct.

According to Article 21 A of the Indian Constitution, free and compulsory education is
guaranteed for children between which ages?

A) 4 to 12 years
B) 8 to 18 years
C) 6 to 14 years
D) 6 to 18 years

Which of the following terms refers to a minor who has committed an offence under the
law?

A) Delinquent

B) Anti-social

C) Child in conflict with law
D) Accused

What is the punishment for selling intoxicating substances to children below 18 years of
age?

A) Imprisonment up to three years

B) A fine up to 10000 rupees

C)Both A & B

D) Imprisonment up to three years or a fine up to ten 10000 rupees or both.

Which of the following does not fall under the category of “Children in Need of Care and
Protection”?

A) Children without a home, accommodation, or means of livelihood.
B) Children facing mental or physical challenges.

C) Children who have committed offences.

D) Children without parents.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Heinous offences committed by children between the ages of 16 and 18 should be tried by:

A) Juvenile Board

B) Sessions Court

C) Children’s Court

D) A, B, and C are correct

If it is found that a child between 16 and 18 years of age has committed an offence, the
place where they are kept till the age of 21 is called:

A) Juvenile Home
B) Special Home

C) After Care Home
D) Place of Safety

If a person who has custody or control of a child acts cruelly toward the child:

A) Imprisonment up to one year or a fine up to one lakh rupees
B) Imprisonment up to two years or a fine up to two lakh rupees
C) Imprisonment up to three years or a fine up to one lakh rupees
D) Imprisonment up to four years or a fine up to one lakh rupees

The officer appointed in every police station to handle cases related to children is called:

A) Juvenile Police Officer

B) Juvenile Justice Officer

C) Special Police Officer

D) Child Welfare Police Officer

When parents or guardians are unwilling to take back a child who has committed an
offence, the place where the child is kept is called:

A) Children’s Home
B) Observation Home
C) Juvenile Home

D) After Care Home

The place where Children in Need of Care and Protection are accommodated:

A) Special Home

B) Observation Home

C) Children’s Home

D) Juvenile Home

The incident that led to the amendment of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015:
A) The increasing cases of violence against children.

B) The Nirbhaya incident.

C) Child marriage.

D) The growing use of intoxicating substances among children.

Is it permitted to take children in a police vehicle?

A) Yes, they can be taken.

B) No, they cannot be taken.

C) The police can decide depending on the situation.
D) B and C are correct.



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

What is the punishment for a person who attempts to insult or harass a child online?

A) Imprisonment up to five years and a fine up to 210 lakh.
B) Imprisonment up to seven years and a fine up to 10 lakh.
C) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to 310 lakh.
D) Imprisonment up to ten years and a fine up to X15 lakh.

Which law is currently in force in Kerala to prevent ragging?

A) Kerala Ragging Act, 2009

B) Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998
C) Gaming Act, 1960

D) Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

What does the term “ragging” mean?

A) Physical or mental harassment of a student in an educational institution
B) Any act that causes fear, shame, or discomfort to a student

C) Teasing or making insulting jokes about a student

D) A, B and C are correct

Where do the activities that constitute ragging usually take place?

A) Only inside the campus

B) Only outside the campus

C) Both inside and and outside the campus
D) Only in the hostel

Suppose senior students force you to do something in the name of fun that you are
unwilling to do. What should you do next?

A) File a complaint at the police station

B) Inform the school authorities first, then report it to the police
C) Complain to the head teacher or principal

D) Complain to the ward member

If a student is punished for committing ragging, what consequences can follow?
A) Permanent expulsion from the institution

B) Denial of admission to any other institution

C) May join another institution after three months

D) Imprisonment up to two years and a fine up to 310,000

According to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, who is considered a child?
A) Male and female below 21 years of age

B) Male and female below 18 years of age

C) A male below 21 years and a female below 18 years
D) A male below 18 years and a female below 21 years
What does “child marriage” mean?

A) When only the male is a minor

B) When only the female is a minor

C) When both are minors

D) When either the male or the female is a minor



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

If a person above 18 years engages in a child marriage, what is the punishment upon

conviction?

A) Imprisonment up to 3 months or a fine up to 350,000 or both
B) Imprisonment up to 6 months or a fine up to ¥50,000 or both
C) Imprisonment up to 1 year or a fine up to one lakh or both
D) Imprisonment up to 2 years or a fine up to one lakh or both

According to the Child and Adolecent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986,
children below what age are classified as “child”?

A) 12 years B) 14 years C) 18 years D) 21 years

According to the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, individuals
between what ages are called “adolescents”?

A)12to 21 years B) 14 to 18 years C) 18 to 21 years D) 12 to 18 years

Which of the following statements about working hours for adolescents under the Child
Labour Act, 1986 is incorrect?

A) Adolescents must be given at least one hour of rest after three hours of work.
B) They can work at any time between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m.

C) They must not be made to work overtime.

D) They must be given one full day off every week.

According to Article 21A of the Indian Constitution, which right is guaranteed to children?
A) Right to Equality

B) Right to Free and Compulsory Education

C) Right to Property

D) Right to Freedom

In which year was the Right to Education Act implemented?

A) 2005
B) 2009
C) 2011
D) 2012

Which of the following actions are punishable offences under the POCSO Act?

A) Publishing the child’s name or address

B) Publishing the details of the school where the child studies

C) Publishing the child’s photograph

D) Options A, B and C are correct

Where are children who are found guilty of offences sent for education and rehabilitation?
A) Observation Home

B) Special Home

C) Juvenile Home
D) Children’s Home
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FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

LEGAL AWARENESS TEST

RESPONSE SHEET

NAME OF the SCROOL: ... e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s

Gender: Boy/Girl Class: VII/IX/X
Locale: Urban/Rural Type of Management: Govt./Aided
I\SI:;. A B C D I\SI:) A B C D
1 22
2 23
3 24
4 25
5 26
6 27
7 28
8 29
9 30
10 31
11 32
12 33
13 34
14 35
15 36
16 37
17 38
18 39
19 40
20 41
21 42




Appendix VI

FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

LEGAL AWARENESS TEST

SCORING KEY

13:)'. B C D I\SI:) A B C D

1 4 22 4
2 23 v

3 v 24 v

4 v 25 v

5 4 26 4

6 4 27 v

7 v 28 4

8 v 29 v
9 v 30 v

10 4 31 4

11 4 32 v

12 v 33 v

13 4 34 v
14 v 35 v
15 4 36 v

16 4 37 v

17 v 38 v

18 v 39 v

19 v 40 v

20 v 41 v
21 v 42 v
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2. 99210W HAUBHA0WA Hexilgl (Child Welfare Committee - CWC)
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Dear learner,

The knowledge and experiences you gain during childhood play a vital role in your
physical and mental development. Childhood is a phase in which you require the utmost
care, protection, and guidance. In order to safeguard children’s health and ensure their
physical as well as mental well-being, several laws in India focus on empowering children
through proper education and protection. Important legislations such as the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act, 2006, the POCSO Act, 2012, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, 2015 aims to ensure the safety and rights of children. Unfortunately,
violations against children have been increasing across the country. National Crime
Records Bureau reported that children were involved in 1,47,764 cases in 2018, 1,48,090
in 2019, 1,28,531 cases in 2020, and 1,49,404 cases in 2021.

Let’s have a look at the newspaper cuttings given below.
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The newspaper cuttings shown above highlight various issues related to children,
such as crimes against children, cases of missing children, and instances where children
are involved in committing offences. Dear friends, we hope you are eager to learn about the
laws that protect children and to understand how these laws work in ensuring your safety?
As responsible citizens, it is essential for us to know the steps to be taken, if the rights of
children are violated. This module helps you to explore the answers to these questions and
understand how the child-related laws in India safeguard children in their daily lives







Unit1

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act - 2015

p
1.1 Introduction
1.2 Learning Outcomes
1.3  Section 2 (12): Who is a Child?
1.3.1 Child in Conflict with Law, Child in Need of Care and Protection
1.3.2 Activity
1.4 Children's Court
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1.5 Child Protection Institutions
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1.7 Summary
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1.10 References
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1.1 Introduction

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 is a crucial
legislation enacted in India to ensure the welfare, protection, and rehabilitation of Children
in Need of Care and Protection and Children in Conflict with the Law. This unit explains the
important provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act, including the definitions of child, child in
conflict with the law, child in need of care and protection, the role of the Children’s Court,
Place of Safety, and major offences against children. According to Section 2 of the Juvenile
Justice Act (2015), a child is defined as any person below the age of 18 years. This unit
provides essential information on the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, highlighting its key
provisions aimed at safeguarding the rights and best interests of children. Understanding
these provisions will strengthen students’ awareness and confidence in the mechanisms

available for child protection.
1.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;
1. Recognizes that a person who has not completed the age of 18 years is called a child.

2. Differentiates children who have committed an offence against the law and children

who need special care and attention.
3. Analyses the importance of Children’s Court.

4. Explains the role of Child Protection Institutions in the Juvenile Justice Act.

1.3 Section 2 (12): Who is a Child?

The Juvenile Justice Act, 2015 clearly distinguishes between Children in Conflict
with the Law and Children in Need of Care and Protection. The Act also lays down the legal
procedures to be followed for children, depending on the nature and seriousness of the
offences committed by them. Section 19(1) explains the role and procedures of the
Children’s Court in dealing with such cases. Further, Sections 19(3) and 20 of the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015 describe the different types of institutions established for the care,

rehabilitation, and protection of children

According to Section 2(12) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)

Act 2015, a child is defined as a person who has not completed 18 years of age.



The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 is one of the most
important laws in India related to the protection and welfare of children. For the effective

implementation of its provisions, the Act recommends two major institutions:
1. Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
2. Child Welfare Committee (CWC)

By becoming aware of the important provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015—
which play a crucial role in safeguarding the rights of children—students develop greater

confidence and a clearer understanding of child protection mechanisms.

1.3.1 Section 2 (13): Child in Conflict with the Law, Section 2 (14): Children in Need

of Care and Protection.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 clearly defines
Children in Conflict with the Law and Children in Need of Care and Protection. The tragic
Nirbhaya incident in Delhi (2012) led to significant amendments in the Juvenile Justice Act,
culminating in the 2015 version of the law.

According to Section 2(12) of the Juvenile Justice Act, a child is a person who has
not completed 18 years of age.

Under Section 2(13), a Child in Conflict with the Law (CCL) is a child who is alleged
or found to have committed an offence. This includes:

e Children who have not completed 18 years on the date of the offence,
e Children accused of committing an offence, and
e Children who are subsequently found guilty of committing an offence.

Children who require special care, protection and support are defined as Children in
Need of Care and Protection (CNCP) under Section 2(14) of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015.
The institution where such children are placed is known as a Children’s Home.

The following categories of children are considered to be in need of care and protection:

a. Children who do not have a home or any means of livelihood.
Children who are orphans and live or roam on the streets.
c. Children who live with parents, guardians, or others but are forced to live in fear.

d. Children who suffer from illnesses or are subjected to physical, mental, or emotional
exploitation.

e. Children who have gone missing and are later found in different places.




1.3.2 Activity

Read the following statements and classify children as CCL (Child in Conflict with
Law) / CNCP (Child in Need of Care and Protection).

Your classmate who works with fireworks due to difficulties at home

Statements

CCL/
CNCP

Your classmate steals a mobile phone from his neighbour’s home

Your classmate who is facing mental and physical challenges

On the way to school, you noticed that three students in your class driving a

two-wheeler in a reckless manner

Your friend has beaten the young man who misbehaved with his sister.

1.4 Children's Court

Children’s Courts play a vital role in ensuring a child-friendly atmosphere during
court proceedings and in protecting the dignity and well-being of children. These courts
also help in speeding up the disposal of cases involving children, ensuring timely
justice.Children who have committed offences below the age of 18 are tried before the
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB). However, certain serious offences committed by children aged
16 to 18 years—such as murder, rape, aggravated sexual assault under the POCSO Act,
kidnapping for ransom, and acid attacks causing grievous injury—are considered heinous

offences.

Read the newspaper article given below.
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1.4.1 Activity
Find Out the Correct and Wrong Statements

1. A child studying in class 8 A and another child studying in class 8 C had a fight on the
playground during the interval. During the fight, the child studying in class 8 C had a
serious injury to his eye and later lost his sight completely

2. Since the serious injury was caused by the actions of a child studying in class 8 A, this
child should be tried in Children's Court.

3. The child in class 8 C, who has completely lost his eyesight due to the injury, will be
tried in a Children’s Court as the plaintiff

4. Allthe children who witnessed the beating on the ground will be tried as witnesses.

.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................

1.5 Child Protection Institutions

According to the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, a
place where children who require special attention, protection, and care are kept safely is
known as a Children’s Home. In Kerala, several Children’s Homes have been established
separately for boys and girls. These institutions provide special care and support in all
areas, including education, health, counseling, and overall well-being.

A place where a child accused of committing an offence is kept during the period of
inquiry is known as an Observation Home. The child remains in the Observation Home until
the inquiry or trial before the Juvenile Justice Board is completed, and is provided with
basic facilities and care.

After the trial, if the child is found to have committed an offence, he or she may be
shifted to a Special Home for rehabilitation. In cases where a child aged 16-18 years is
convicted by the Children’s Court for a serious or heinous offence, the child is placed in a
Place of Safety. The child may remain there until the age of 21, after which he or she may be
transferred to a regular prison, depending on the severity of the offence and the court’s
directions.




Children’s Courts ensure that children placed in any of these institutions receive
essential services such as education, counselling, behaviour modification therapy, skill
training, and measures for improving their psychological and emotional well-being.

1.5.1 Activity

Match the following

Children’s Home Residence for children found guilty of an offence

Observation Home | Residence for children in need of care and protection

Special Home Residence for children acused to have committed an offence

1.6 Offences against children

Section 74: No publication of identifying information of children

No person shall publish, in print or visual media, the name, address, educational
institution, photograph or any other identifying information of a child accused of a crime, a
child in need of care and protection, a child victim of a crime, or a child witness. The
publication or disclosure of any information that may reveal the identity of a child is a
punishable offence. Such violation may lead to imprisonment for a term which may extend
to six months, or a fine which may extend to two lakh rupees, or both.

Section 75: Cruelty to Children

A person who has the custody or control of a child assaults, abandons, wilfully
neglect shall be liable to imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with
fine which may extend to one lakh rupees.

1.6.1 Activity

List the identifying information of a child studying in class VIII.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................

1.7 Summary

The Juvenile Justice Act 2015 is a comprehensive text that explains various aspects
related to the welfare and protection of children. The activities to identify children who
need special care and children in conflict with the law are explained in this unit. The main



institutions that protect children, the characteristics of children's courts, crimes against
children, etc. are explained in this unit.

1.8 Review Questions

1. Whichincident led to the amendment of the Juvenile Justice Actin 2015 ?
a) Abhayincident
b) Nirbhaya incident
c) Punjabincident
d) Kashmirincident

2. According to the JJ Act (2015), individuals below what age are considered as children?

A) 15years
B) 17years
C) 18years
D) 20years

3.  Which place houses children who need special attention and care?
a) Observation Home
b) Special Home
c) Children's Home

d) After Care Home
1.9 Follow-up Activities
a. Visit the Children's Home in your locality and prepare a report.
b. Collect the details of Nirbhaya Case.

1.10 References

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act. (2015). Government of India.
http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2148

Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum.Lakhsmi Books.
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2.1 Introduction

The POCSO Act, 2012 was enacted to prevent the sexual exploitation and abuse of
children. It is the responsibility of both the government and society to protect children’s
mental and physical well-being. To address the increasing incidents of sexual violence
against children, it is essential to create awareness among children and parents about the
key provisions of the POCSO Act.

Under the POCSO Act, 2012, a child is defined as any person below the age of 18
years, and both boys and girls are included under the scope of this Act. The unit helps to
identify different types of sexual violence against children and its punishments. This unit
also helps to clarify the responsibilities that the media must follow under the POCSO Act
2012.

2.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;

1. Recognizes the meaning of child under POCSO Act .

2. Differentiates sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography.

3. Recognizes that using children for pornographic films is punishable under POCSO
Act.

4. Analyses the punishment for sexual violence against children.

5. Examines the role of the media in matters related to children according to POCSO
Act.

2.3 Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses Act (POCSO) 2012

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted
to prevent sexual violence against children in India. The Act came into force on 14"
November 2012, on Children’s Day. The POCSO Act provides legal remedies for sexual
offences against children, specifies procedures and punishments for various sexual
crimes, and mandates the establishment of special courts for the trial of such offences, in
addition to ensuring overall protection of children.

According to Section 2(1-d) of the POCSO Act, a child is any person below the age
of 18 years. The Act covers sexual exploitation of both boys and girls under 18 years as a
punishable crime.

The POCSO Act defines and prohibits the following offences

e Sexual harassment
e Sexual assault




e Penetrative sexual assault
o Aggravated penetrative sexual assault
e Use of children for pornographic purposes

If a child becomes aware that a sexual offence is being committed or is about to be
committed, the child has the right to inform the relevant authorities. Parents, teachers, or
persons in charge of an institution who receive such information must report it to the
nearest police station. Failure to report a crime committed by a person under one’s control
can result in imprisonment of up to one year, a fine, or both. During the investigation of
sexual offences, the Act requires that a female police officer (not below the rank of Sub-
Inspector) conduct the collection of information regarding sexual harassment. During such
proceedings, the female officer should not wear a uniform to maintain a child-friendly
atmosphere. If a child commits an offence under the POCSO Act, legal action is taken as
per the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. To raise awareness about crimes under the POCSO Act,
Section 43 emphasizes the importance of public education and sensitization programs for
children, parents, and society.

2.3.1 Activity
Read the following statements and mark them as True/False

No. ‘ Statement ‘ True/False

1. | Section 43 of the POCSO Act states that public should be made aware
of provisions of the POCSO Act

2. | Aperson below the age of 16 is considered as child as per POCSO child

3. The POCSO Act came into force in 2012

4, If a child commits an offence under the POCSO Act, action should be
taken as per the provisions of Juvenile Justice Act 2015

5. | When questioning a child about matters related to sexual harassment,
a female police officer should wear uniform

2.4 Offences and Punishment

Section 11: Sexual Harassment

The following acts are considered sexual harassment under Section 11 of the
POCSO Act, 2012:

e  Speaking any words or making sounds to a child with sexual intent.
e  Showing a sexual gesture or object to a child.

° Touching a child’s body in a sexual manner.

10



° Displaying any body part to the child for sexual purposes.

e  Showing pornographic material to a child.

° Stalking a child through electronic media with sexual intent.

° Threatening to share images or videos of a child’s body through electronic media.
e  Seducing or offering rewards to a child for pornographic filming

Sexual harrassment of a child is punishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to three years and a fine under Section 12 of POCSO Act.

Section 7 — Sexual Assault

Section 7 of the POCSO Act states that if a person touches the private parts of a
child below the age of 18 years with sexual intent, it constitutes sexual assault. Under
Section 8, a person committing sexual assault is punishable with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to five years and a fine. The minimum sentence for sexual assault shall
not be less than three years of imprisonment.

Section 9 — Aggravated Sexual Assault

Under section 9 of POCSO Act, aggravated sexual assault occurs under the
following circumstances:

. Any person responsible for protecting a child—such as police officers, teachers, or
persons in educational or religious institutions—who commits sexual assault on a
child under 18 years.

o Any act of sexual assault on a child below 12 years of age.
. Sexual assault committed more than once on the same child.
. Sexual assault committed knowing that the child is pregnant.

Section 10 of POCSO Act states that a person committing aggravated sexual
assault is punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years and a
fine. The minimum sentence shall not be less than five years of imprisonment.

Section 3: Penetrative Sexual Assault

According to Section 3 of the POCSO Act, penetrative sexual assault occurs when a
person inserts his private part into the private part of a child below the age of 18 years. This
offence is considered punishable even if committed by someone else on behalf of another
person.
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Under Section 4, the punishment for penetrative sexual assault is imprisonment for
life and a fine. The minimum sentence for this offence cannot be less than 10 years of
imprisonment.

Section 5: More Aggravated Penetrative Sexual Assault

According to Section 5 of the POCSO Act, the following actions are considered as
more aggravated sexual assault:

. Sexual assault committed by persons responsible for the protection of a child, such
as police officers, or persons in educational or religious institutions, on a child below
the age of 18 years.

. Sexual assault on a child below the age of 12 years, whether committed once or
repeatedly.

. Sexual assault committed knowing that the child is pregnant

Under Section 6, more aggravated sexual assault is punishable with imprisonment
for life, a fine, or even the death penalty in the most severe cases. The minimum
punishment shall not be less than 20 years of imprisonment.

Section 13: Pornography

Section 13 of the POCSO Act states that it is an offence to use a child below the
age of 18 years for pornographic purposes, which arouse sexual desire. This includes:

. Exhibition of the child’s genitals
o Depiction of the child’s sexual activity, whether real or simulated
. Use of electronic media or any other medium for such purposes

If the offences is committed for the first time, the punishment is imprisonment for
not less than five years and a fine. In case of a repeated offence, the punishment increases
to imprisonment for not less than seven years and a fine.

Section 15: Storing Sexual Imagery

Section 15 of the POCSO Act states that it is an offence to store sexual images or
videos of a child below the age of 18 years for commercial purposes. A person found guilty
of this offence may be punished with imprisonment for up to three years.
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2.4.1 Activity 1
Find out the category of sexual offences against children from the titles of

newspaper articles given below.

Nature of the
Offence

Newspaper Articles
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2.4.2 Activity 2

The following are different offences under the POCSO Act and their corresponding
punishments. Match the offences with the correct punishments.

Sexual Harassment Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to seven
years and a fine

Sexual Assault Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to life and
afine

Aggravated Sexual Assault Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to three
years and a fine

Penetrative Sexual Assault Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to life and
afine

Aggravated Penetrative Sexual | Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to five
Assault years and a fine

Storing Sexual Imagery Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to five
years and a fine

Pornography Punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to three
years and a fine
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2.5 Role of the Media

Section 23 of the POCSO Act specifies the procedures to be followed by the media
when reporting cases involving children:

. No report shall be published that harms the dignity or privacy of a child.

. Information may be published only if it benefits the protection of the child’s interests
and permission is obtained.

. The media must not publish any details that can identify the child, including the name,
address, photograph, family details, school name, or any similar information.

. Violation of these provisions is punishable with imprisonment for a term not less than
six months and not exceeding one year, or a fine, or both

2.5.1 Activity

The children in the picture below are shown in an unidentified manner. Why is the
picture displayed in this way?

Do you know?

. Police officers should not wear official uniforms while talking to children and
collecting information as part of a POCSO case

14



Children should not be kept in the police station under any circumstances
Children should not be taken in a police vehicle

If the victim of the crime is a girl, the medical examination should be conducted in the
presence of a female doctor.

The presence of the child’s guardian or a trusted person should be ensured during the
medical examination.

The child should not be confronted with the accused during the trial.
The presence of a trusted person should also be ensured during the trial in court.

The trial should be conducted in a closed courtroom (in-camera trial) to protect the
child’s privacy.

Emergency medical care must be provided to child victims within 24 hours of the
incident.

Compensation should be provided to child victims for the harm suffered.

In addition to punishments under the POCSO Act, sexual violence against children is
also punishable under relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), such as
Sections 354 (A, B, C, D), 376, 509, etc

2.6 Summary

The POCSO Act, 2012 is a landmark law designed to protect children from sexual

exploitation and abuse. This unit explains the various sexual offences against children and

the corresponding punishments under the Act. It also highlights the responsibilities of the
media in reporting cases of child sexual abuse, ensuring the privacy and dignity of the child.
The unit emphasizes that society must not tolerate any form of sexual abuse against
children and encourages awareness, prevention, and strict enforcement of the law

2.7 Review Questions

1.

What is the punishment for members of an educational or religious institution who
sexually abuse a child in the institution?

a) Death penalty
b) Lifeimprisonment and fine
c) 10yearsimprisonment and fine

d) Double life imprisonment
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2. Inwhich year did the POCSO Act come into force?

a) 2010
b) 2011
c) 2012
d) 2013

3. What is the punishment for the head of an institution for failing to inform the
authorities about a crime committed in the institution?

a) Imprisonment up to one year

b) Imprisonment up to three years
c) Imprisonment up to five years
d) Imprisonment up to seven years

2.8 Follow-up activities

Prepare a list of POCSO cases registered in Kerala till 2023

2.9 Reference

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. (2012). Government of India.
http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2079

Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum.Lakhsmi Books.
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3.1 Introduction

This lesson introduces the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 and
the Amendment Act, 2016. Children are an essential part of every society. Yet, many are
compelled to work for basic survival at a very young age. Understanding the Child Labour
Prohibition Act is therefore crucial for all children. According to the International Labour
Organization (ILO), many children continue to work in hazardous conditions. In this context,
World Day against Child Labour Prohibition Act plays an important role and June 12 is
observed globally as the Child Labour. This law aims to prevent children from being illegally
employed and to protect those who may be working in hazardous sectors. The purpose of
observing the World Day against Child Labour Day is to recognise the factors that push
children into labour and to create awareness among the public. This unit discusses the
major issues related to child labour.

3.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;

1. Recognises the importance of the Day Against Child Labour
2. Distinguishes between children and adolescents

3. Lists hazardous occupations

4. Identifies the time limits for adolescent work

5. Examines the punishment for employing a child in violation of the Act.

3.3 World Day against Child Labour: Meaning and Importance

Society aims to nurture children—its most valuable resource—into healthy,
educated and responsible citizens. However, in many parts of the world, children continue
to be exploited and child labour in factories and hazardous environments remains a serious
concern. As per the directives of the International Labour Organization, June 12 has been
observed as the World Day against Child Labour since 2002.

The major goals of the International Labour Organization include:

. Eliminating child labour completely from the world by 2025
. Ending slavery and human trafficking
3.3.1 Activity

Some news reports related to child labour are given below. Read them carefully,
understand the importance of World Day against Labour and prepare a short note.

18



SNIORIGUR
2022- sl snuoeienlel aileyrb dlm dleesuileassnzoien
ERUUY O DIGRIET
BENIIWNUDBODBEMo

. ) NSOmIMNIETT

“Children shouldn't work in fields, .
but on dreams” VoIS F6TD 12
sruoeisnel aileyru
Alnaoal
©1221@lB6RM ).
wodezle:mow ailaoyem,
QlEDilaleaI® o llamem,
GRUBIW MWo,

TLET3UBO af)TDIETT?

OAIOTCT R
@h0WFale o8 agrrilay
Slagcreluilela)]
Sgleomaslengle.ns
allgpeiwoiaag
aflsnzemae) stuoeicuel afleyey QOO HHINY
le; @6 audauooilmles
MuoMaam@Dy @moallylajey oo’ eeloe sndelsalel afloyey
armuGieiuld.e @)5leas dlne: gow dlairvenileng
‘ﬂ (alowominne aldl@malie
L ; @nolwao
aeaallold eoelon @lglens
MIo@HHIBME ngNaI6NTT gm ANIEIGCUE] m'ltsmwmsmm.ﬁs)gdqj
nidaua o snioelecel aleian dlima @O CETUIWUDSHDEMo
BIETNIS USRI ERUBRia MSOMOMISN afE}o (UBaUNI}
Baf)afTDERIOS @RYANIIM [IIRe celnss enbeiealel ailloya dlme
2002 ep@eioenT 6 12 enioeicaiel @Raldlenmoy
nlleyry dmaom] @ral@lenamd
Aol ojal

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

3.4 Difference between Child and Adolescent

According to the Child Labour Act, children and adolescents are defined based on
age. A child is a person who has not completed 14 years of age. An adolescent is someone
who has completed 14 years but has not yet completed 18 years. This distinction is
important because the Act places different rules and protections for each group to ensure
their safety and well-being.

The following is a conversation between Ali, a Class 8 student and Anil, a Class 10
student. Read it carefully

Ali ¢ How many children are there in your class, Anil?
Anil . Forty. How many are there in your class?

Ali ¢ Forty-five.

Ali : How old are you, Anil?
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Anil . I’m 15 and most of my classmates are also 15.
Anil : How old are you, Ali?

Ali : I’m 13 and the children in my class are also 13.
Arun, who was listening to them, suddenly asked:

“Our teacher often talks about different laws. The term child is defined
differently in each law. Is it the same in the Child Labour Act?” Let us ask to the
teacher”.

Teacher : “Thatis a good question. Yes, different laws define the term child differently. In
the Child Labour Prohibition Act, people up to 18 years of age are placed into
two groups:

Adolescents —those above 14 years and below 18

Children —those below 14 years

The Act completely bans the employment of children.”
Ali ¢ So, are all the students in my class children?
Teacher : Yes, thatis correct.
Anil : Thenthe students in my class should be called adolescents?
Teacher : Correct. Now both of you clearly understand the difference.
3.4.1 Activity

Collect the names and ages of four friends from your home or neighbourhood and
classify them as children or adolescents.

Number Name ‘ Age ‘ Child | Teenagers ‘

1.

2
3
4.
5
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3.5 Conditions of Employment

Section 3: Hazardous work

Section 3 of the Child Labour Prohibition Act states that children below 14 years
cannot be employed in any occupation. It is not an offence if a child helps family members

in non-hazardous work, provided it is done only after school hours or on holidays.

Section 3(A): Conditions for Adolescents

Section 3(A) states that adolescents cannot be employed in any hazardous

occupation. Prohibited work includes:

. Work in mines
. Work involving flammable or explosive materials
. Any other hazardous occupation

3.5.1 Activity

Read the newspaper article below and answer the questions.

Protector of Children

Kailash Satyarthi and his organisation

Bachpan  Bachao  Andolan  are
renowned for rescuing lakhs of children
from child labour. Satyarthi,

completed bachelor’'s and master’s

who

degrees in engineering and worked as a
left his job to
dedicate his life to freeing children from

college professor,

exploitation. He has rescued more than
one lakh children from labour and has
ensured their education. In recognition
of his efforts, he received the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2014.

Which award did he receive?
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Who is the person mentioned in the article?

What work did he do to receive this award?
Which organisation did he establish?
Which hazardous areas are mentioned in relation to adolescent labour?
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3.6 Section 7 & 8: Working Hours and Holidays for Adolescents

Adolescents (14-18 years) may work only in non-hazardous occupations. Their
working conditions are regulated as follows:

As explained earlier, only adolescents above 14 years of age are permitted to do
non-hazardous work. The Child Labour Prohibition Act specifies the working hours of
adolescents under Section 7 and their weekly rest under Section 8.

. Adolescents shall not be required or permitted to work for more than three hours
continuously in a day.

. If they must continue working after three hours they should be given at least one hour
of rest.

. The total working hours including any overtime shall not exceed six hours in a day.
o They shall not work between 7 p.m. and 8 a.m.

. Adolescents shall not be required or permitted to do overtime.

. They shall not work in more than one establishment on the same day.

. They must receive one full day of rest every week.

3.7 Section 14: Punishment

According to Section 14 of the Child Labour Prohibition Act, Any person who
employs or permits a child or adolescent to work in violation of the Act shall be punished
with imprisonment for up to two years or with a fine of up to fifty thousand rupees or with
both.

3.7.1 Activity

Read the following statements and classify them as True or False according to the
working hour regulations for adolescents.

Ideas ‘ True/False

1. One full day off should be given in a week for adolescents.

2. Adolescents are allowed to work seven hours continuously in a day.

3. Adolescents are permitted to work from 8 am to 10 pm.

4. Adolescents can work in different establishments on the same day.

5. One hour of overtime work is permitted for adolescents.
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3.8 Summary

The Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 plays a
vital role in protecting children and adolescents in India. It seeks to prevent child labour,
regulate adolescent employment and promote the welfare and development of young
persons. The Act prohibits child labour, regulates permissible work for adolescents,
prescribes working hours and ensures their safety. It also provides strict penalties for those
who employ or exploit children in violation of the law.

3.9 Review Questions

1. Onwhich date is the World Day Against Child Labour observed?

a) May12
b) July12
c) June12

d) August12

2. According to the Child Labour Act, up to what age is a person considered a child?

a) 7
b) 12
c) 14
d 18

3. According to the Child Labour Act, up to what age is a person considered an

adolescent?
a) 10
by 14
c) 18
d) 21

3.10 Follow-up activities

Find out and record the theme of the World Day Against Child Labour for the years
2020, 2021 and 2022
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3.11 Reference

Child and Adolescent Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act. (1986). Government of
India. http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/1848

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) amendment Act, 2016.
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/THE%20CHILD%20LABOUR%20%28PRO
HIBITION%20AND%20REGULATION%29%20AMENDMENT%20ACT%2C%2020
16_0.pdf

Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum. Lakhsmi Books.
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4.1 Introduction

Although the number of child marriages declined after the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act came fully into effect in 2006, it has not been possible to eradicate the
practice entirely. It is necessary to create awareness about the Child Marriage Prohibition
Act among children and parents through curriculum and awareness activities to completely
eliminate Child Marriage. This unit helps children to classify and identify concepts such as
Child and Minor in the Child Marriage Prohibition Act and to know the definitions of the
same. This unit enables children to recognize the legal consequences they may face if they
participate in child marriage, as well as the penalties imposed on those who promote or
facilitate such practices.

4.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;

1. Identifies who is a child under the Child Marriage Prohibition Act.

2. Defines child marriage.

3. Identifies who is a minor in Child Marriage Prohibition Act.

4. Examines the potential penalties that may be imposed for involvement in child
marriage.

5. Examines the crime for instigation in child marriage.

6. Differentiate Child and Minor.

4.3 Child

Section 2(a):Minor; Section 2(f): Child

Section 2(a) of the Child Marriage Prohibition Act, defines the age of a child.
According to this provision, the Act prescribes different age thresholds for boys and girls: a
boy below 21 years of age and a girl below 18 years of age fall within the definition of a
“child.” However, under the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, a girl below the age of 14
years and a boy below the age of 18 years were included in the definition of a child. The
Child Marriage Prohibition Act of 2007 prescribed the legal age of marriage as 21 for boys
and 18 for girls. Under Section 2(f) of the Act, any boy or girl below 18 years of age is
classified as a minor.

Carefully read the conversation between Annie and Ananthu concerning the legal
age of marriage in the passage given below.




Ananthu : Annie, how old are you? Annie: 15 years old

Anni : How old are you, Ananthu? Ananthu: 16 years old

Anni : We are both minors, aren't we? Ananthu: Minor? What does minor mean?

Annie : Boys and girls below the age of 18 are considered minors.

Ananthu : Now | understand clearly. Does that mean people above the age of 18 can
marry?

Annie : I don't know, should we ask the teacher

The teacher : There is a legally prescribed minimum age for marriage in our country.
According to the Child Marriage Prohibition Act of 2006, boys under 21
years of age and girls under 18 years of age are not permitted to marry in
India. The Act also defines any boy below 21 and any girl below 18 as a
child. Do both of you clearly understand the current legal age for marriage
in India? If so, you may now return to your class.

4.3.1 Activity

How many people are there in your house? Record their details below.

Serial Marriageable
Members

Number age?

4.4 Child Marriage

Friends, are you aware of the conditions under which a marriage is considered
legally valid? Under Section 2(b) of the Child Marriage Prohibition Act, a marriage is
deemed a child marriage if either the bride or the groom is a minor. Pursuant to Section 3 of
the Act, such a marriage is declared void. The Act unequivocally states that if either party is
a child, the marriage will be rendered invalid as a child marriage.

Furthermore, if any party to the marriage commits an offence under this Act and if
either individual is below 18 years of age, they will be penalized under the corresponding
provisions of the POCSO Act. (The POCSO Actis discussed in detail in Unit 2.)
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4.4.1

Read a situation related to the violation of the Child Marriage Prohibition Act.

(13

The police have filed a case against the parents, the groom and those who
facilitated the wedding of a 17-year-old girl in Kozhikode district. The matter
was unraveled during an investigation initiated after the Child Protection
Officer received a phone call. The case has been registered under the Child
Marriage Prohibition Act. Police officials stated that provisions of the
POCSO Act will be added, if required, following the gir's medical
examination. The District Child Development Officer further confirmed that
additional individuals will be named as accused and that strict action will be
taken in connection with the incident.

b1

Activity

Find out the marriages which are to be declared void under Section 3 of the Child

Marriage Prohibition Act from the following.

Serial Nature of Marriage Valid

Marriage between a boy who has completed 18 years of age
and a girl who has not completed 20 years of age

2. Marriage between a girl who has completed 21 years of age
and a boy who has not completed 21 years of age

3. Marriage between a boy who has completed 21 years of age
and a girl who has completed 18 years of age

4. Marriage between a boy and a girlwho has completed 18
years of age

5. Marriage between a girl who has completed 17 years of age
and a boy who has completed 21 years of age

4.5 Offence of Abetting Child Marriage

Section 9: Punishment for the offence of inducing child marriage

Act are non-bailable. As per Section 9, if a person who has completed 18 years of age
interferes in any way in child marriage, he/she shall be punished with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to two years or with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees or

As per Section 9 of the Child Marriage Prohibition Act, all the provisions under this

with both, on conviction.
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Section 10: Abetment

Section 10 outlines the offence of abetting child marriage. The individuals who take
part in such ceremonies are unaware that they are involving themselves in a grave criminal
act. Child marriage is treated as a serious offence. Under Section 9 of the Child Marriage
Prohibition Act, arranging, assisting, facilitating, encouraging, or giving instructions for a
child marriage constitutes a punishable crime. Upon conviction, the penalty may include
imprisonment for up to two years, a fine of up to one lakh rupees, or both.

Section 13

If the Magistrate receives information suggesting that a child marriage may occur,
he/she may issue an order prohibiting the solemnization of that marriage.

4.5.1 Activity

Suppose a girl below the age of 18 years is married. identify all individuals who may
be held liable and subjected to punishment for abetting or facilitating the marriage.

4.6 Summary

The Child Marriage Prohibition Act 2006 is a crucial piece of legislation aimed at
protecting the rights and welfare of children. The meaning and scope of the terms ‘child’,
‘child marriage’ and ‘minor’, as well as the provisions for punishments and abettment are
explored through this unit.

4.7 Review Questions

1. Inwhich year did the Child Marriage Prohibition Act come into force?

a) 2002
b) 2004
c) 2006
d) 2008
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2. According to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, individuals below what age
are referred to as minors?

a) 17
b) 18
c) 20
d)y 21

3.  Whatis the prescribed age threshold for a boy and a girl for a marriage to be deemed
legally valid?

a) 18foraboy, 21 for a girl
b) 21 foraboy, 18 foragirl
c) 21 forboth boy and girl
d) 18 for both boy and girl

4.8 Follow-up Activities

Prepare and present a speech on the topic of Child Marriage Prohibition and Laws
on 14" November 2023, Children's Day.

4.9 Reference

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. (2012). Government of India.
http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2079

Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum. Lakhsmi Books.
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5.1 Introduction

Every day, countless lives are lost on the roads due to traffic accidents, with two-
wheelers accounting for approximately 80 percent of these incidents. Children are
particularly vulnerable, often falling prey to accidents because of their lack of maturity and
insufficient knowledge of traffic regulations. At the school level, it is essential that,
alongside the regular curriculum, students are educated about traffic and road safety rules.
Teachers, parents and the wider community should work collectively to cultivate a
responsible traffic culture among children, guiding them through lessons and real-life
experiences during their journeys to and from school. It is important for children to
understand that a valid license is mandatory to operate vehicles on public roads and that
adherence to safety measures is crucial for the protection of all passengers. This unit helps
children to understand the traffic rules they need to be aware of.

5.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;

1. Recognizes that a person must be 18 years of age to be granted a license to drive
vehicles.

2. Analyses the necessity of wearing helmets and seat belts.

3. Examines the penalties for driving vehicles without a license.

5.3 Driving License

The age requirements for operating motor vehicles are laid down in Section 4 of the
Motor Vehicles Act. Section 4(1) mandates that an individual must have attained 18 years
of age to lawfully drive on public roads. A learner’s licence may likewise be obtained only
upon reaching the age of 18. As per Motor Vehicles Act 3(b), any holder of a learner’s
licence must be accompanied by a qualified individual capable of providing driving
instructions while the vehicle is in motion. Additionally, vehicles driven by learners must
display an ‘L’ board, featuring a red letter ‘L’ on a white background. In accordance with the
Motor Vehicle Rules, the letter must measure 10 centimetres in height and 9 centimetres in
length, enclosed within a square of 18 centimetres. There is no formal educational
qualification required for obtaining a driving licence; any person possessing adequate
eyesight and medical fitness is eligible to apply for and, upon issuance, operate motor

vehicles.
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5.3.1 Activity

List the things that a person who has obtained a learner's license should keep in

mind while learning to drive a vehicle.

5.4 Passenger safety

Road safety laws and regulations have been formulated to ensure the safety of

passengers. Both passengers traveling on two-wheelers must wear helmets. The person
riding the two-wheeler is called the 'rider' and the person sitting behind is called the 'pillion
rider. Passengers traveling in other vehicles must wear seat belts to ensure their safety.
Make it a habit to wear seat belts whether in the front or back.

5.4.1 Activity

Read the paper reports and posters given below and list the precautions for the

safety of passengers.
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The conditions for traveling safely by wearing helmets and seat belts are explained
in the above-given Motor Vehicles Act. The penalties for violating safety norms are as
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follows.

= Passengers who drive two-wheelers without wearing a helmet will have to pay a fine of

Rs. 1000 and their license will be cancelled for three months under Section 194 D of
the Motor Vehicles Act.

= |f a passenger does not wear a seat belt for their safety under Section 194 B(1) of the
Motor Vehicles Act, a fine of Rs. 1000 will have to be paid.

= |faminor drives a vehicle under Section 199 A(1) of the Motor Vehicles Act, legal action
will be taken against the parents or the owner of the vehicle.

5.5.1

As part of the legal action, a case will be registered against the parents or the owner

of the vehicle and an investigation will be conducted.

The parents or the owner of the vehicle will have to pay a fine of Rs. 25000.

Imprisonment for up to three years.

Cancellation of the vehicle registration for one year.

The license will not be issued to the child who drives the vehicle until he/she
completes the age of 25 years.

Activity

Based on the news reports given below, what are the legal steps to be taken if a
child under the age of 18 is caught driving a vehicle?

@OV IdDNWIGIO® AI6NE]
6305laja: 25-QIRIAIeE
OOATMDM D > EIG@IT 8BISH]

UEsolon
RTIBGEAAMIo
SBRIUDUCOMB6Y
0GOS :

exo¢leanasy o
Wandomlwosman
olmymmY gugoimo
0]l &nszElowIess
25 umuaen seel
TUMS mmdsopm
™ egosoilafwl. &gl @odlay
Wisoloa) omlnlesand sy
UBNHUCTD S5 0F62IQ Mo D
MYs C&0¥lean0s myuilasymd
NPT neflalesy 6dhosoil
(2am) nflullaflgyend.
2019-e106mf eamilmoy
B0OW MoBMe. alMIWELO
Gaoeflnd’ assanmaidleunow

o dhigl IS0 Gaoas)
GMU0Te aflSldh)Siewonioym),.
.e05m) 2021 Moo o om
@al agoegsiailajoemesslels
. @vlsomalaimumos somoal
@R d.sl.e.Q) eiclan;m
@, @oiaag alwDaom
eiomlcd Husslwoy,
DM@ BOIUBNHEOD
anoens quisolnm ol
MSeSaumd 0F salg)
SOV CHoFIean0
S agd.sl.e. al.epyd.
MUIEDAS A OB
QDM Gal@)B BSEY )P
srEleeles’ mogl. qusled aicles
m S5l@aan. domuleald quy
SOSENMIBN 0NN MEIRGMIW
mlemmieaiaslosssymol audlos
MV BOUMIENY. E)SlH0No ]
MOHNTENMBS MO AN I
M} MOORODINIENT EBIEFIBLO

35

alOBISNIS, UInNM
@R ISSOIIT3 aEla)
aaailad 1.90e895]1
Mai§ai@lnNo®o B:0S®
afluil.ng@id asanme aaslgjmd
Tou@mREes srudeimd.

Mai§al@lano®o
BHISIBERMMND) I7OUMBS
NUIRIONH B:)SlotNlo (I8
Qo3 @®6YaNS8QIdL6)

(UINMEBRUB (U6TTl )3
NOBBHIMOUDIo
MOYOTOREEUBHS) 6305186003
M@BBMAUBIe HONFIY
MO@BEIMNOUEI0 (Vorle6E:, RC
696M® MaHS al@laNI@o
M@BEH6ME (UEY0. OfISIe alOMIo
QilgoeRe MIWIREMEEIBHE)
MBS lBlnNI@e MTBEH0D
SYIeeTmam} QIGIE). Mi3eeil ojowd
malessend cuidlgl.)




5.6 Summary

This unit has explained the essential factors that directly affect the safety of
children that are related to the Motor Vehicles Act. By including information related to
licenses, passenger safety, and associated penalties, this unit provides the knowledge and
understanding necessary to interact responsibly on public roads. This unit highlights the
importance of age restrictions and training requirements for children who want to obtain a
driving license. This unit also emphasizes the importance of appropriate mechanisms to
ensure the safety of passengers, especially children. By ensuring penalties for violations of
the Motor Vehicle Act, it plays a crucial role in preventing irresponsible behavior on public
roads.

5.7 Review Questions

1. What is the age limit for obtaining a license to drive a vehicle on public roads?
a) 25
b) 21
c) 20
d) 18
2. What is the punishment for riding a two-wheeler without wearing a helmet?
a) Rs. 100 fine and cancellation of license for 3 months
b) Rs. 500 fine and cancellation of license for 3 months
C) Rs. 1000 fine and cancellation of license for 3 months
d) Rs. 500 fine and cancellation of license for 3 months

5.8 Follow-up activities

Conduct a comparative study of the road accidents that occurred in Kerala during
the years 2021 and 2022, examine how many people died and how many were injured?
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Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act. (2019). Government of India. http://www.indiacode.nic.
in/handle/123456789/9574

Motor Vehicles Act. (1988). Government of India. http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/
123456789/2058
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6.1 Introduction

Information technology has caused significant transformations in society. It has
fundamentally altered the education sector. Nevertheless, there are circumstances where
it is essential to make sure that information technology is utilized appropriately. According
to the NCRB (National Crime Records Bureau), there is a significant increase in crimes
against children in cyberspace. The number of reported crimes from 2017 to 2021 has
doubled, rising from 21,916 in 2017 to 52,094 in 2021. In this situation, it is essential to
inform each student as well as the general public, parents, and teachers. Every student
should have a clear awareness of cyber laws and the cyber crimes occurring in society
against children. This chapter aims to persuade children that it is essential to prevent
sexual exploitation of children under 18 in cyber space and to enhance their safety in
cyberspace.

6.2 Learning Outcomes

The learner;
1. Recognizes that a person under 18 is considered a child under IT Act.

2. Analyzes the punishment received for exploiting children in cyberspace.

6.3 Cyber Crimes Against Children

According to the Information Technology Act 2000, a child is defined as a person
who has completed 18 years of age. The IT (Information Technology) Act is intended to
prevent exploitation in cyberspace. This Act explains the actions and punishments for the
sexual exploitation of children in IT cyberspace. According to the Information Technology
Act, any act involving the display or facilitation of sexual content featuring children below
the age of 18 is strictly prohibited. This includes activities such as insulting children,
recording or sharing sexual scenes involving minors.

Under Section 67(a) of the Information Technology Act, any person who publishes,
or advertises sexual content involving a child below 18 years of age is liable for
punishment.

According to Section 67(b) of the Information Technology Act, anyone who collects,
requests, views, downloads, advertises, disseminates, or transmits text, images, or digital
content depicting sexual activities involving a minor is considered to be in violation of the
Act.

Section 67(c) of the Act states that it is an offence for any individual to exploit,
persuade, or induce a child or multiple children to participate in explicit sexual activities
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with a person of sound mind, particularly in circumstances that would cause distress to an
adult.

As per section 67(d) of the Act, aiding or abetting any form of online abuse involving
children comes under this act.

Section 67(e) states that recording explicit sexual acts involving oneself or others
with a child through any electronic medium comes under this act.

6.4 Punishment

The act of viewing, distributing, or possessing child pornography is a serious
criminal offence, punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to five years and a fine that
may extend to 10 lakh. The Kerala Police seeks public cooperation as part of ongoing
efforts to prevent cyber-enabled sexual exploitation of children. Citizens are advised to
immediately notify the Hi-Tech Crime Inquiry Cell, Cyber Dome, or Cyber Cell if they
observe any online groups or platforms circulating child pornography or related content.

6.4.1 Activity

Identify and write the activities related to Operation P-Hunt from the paper cuttings
given below,
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6.5 Summary

This unit emphasizes the need for comprehensive measures to protect children
from cybercrimes. It also draws attention to the harsh reality of sexual exploitation faced by
many children in the digital environment. The unit also highlights that, even though , the
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internet serves as a valuable resource, it has also become a platform for serious offenses
against children and points out certain laws against such practices.

6.6 Review Questions

1. According to the IT Act, a person below which age is considered as a child?
a) 14 C) 18
b) 17 d) 21
2. According to the IT Act, which section defines sexual violence against children?
a) 67(a) C) 67(c)
b) 67(b) d) 67(d)
3. Under what name has the Kerala Police launched an operation to prevent the sexual

abuse of children in cyberspace?

v

a) 6300GOUM 66 21T C) 60a]|G0aUM ail-a0

v

b) 6300|GOaUM 2R)QIOHM@B d) 80a]G0aUM a¥l-a0

6.7 Follow up activities:
Prepare an article on the uses and challenges of emerging social media.
6.8 References

Information Technology Act. (2000). Government of India. http://www.indiacode.nic.
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Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum. Lakhsmi Books.
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7.1 Introduction

The consumption of drugs, alcohol, and tobacco products has risen considerably.
Scientific evidences demonstrates that smoking in public spaces is detrimental not only to
the health of the individual but also to that of others. In the contemporary context, where
the consumption and promotion of drugs exert profound societal impacts, it is the
collective responsibility of the public to safeguard children from substance abuse and
protect them from tobacco products. Drug use undermines not only individuals but also
the nation as a whole; if an entire generation succumbs to addiction, the destruction of a
generation will leads to the destruction of the nation.

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply, and Distribution) Act, 2003 was
enacted with the objective of regulating the use and marketing of tobacco products. In the
contemporary scenario, where drug mafia increasingly targets students, this curriculum
provides essential information to educate children, with the support of teachers and
parents. The lesson also highlights key provisions of the Act, including the prohibition of
selling tobacco products to individuals under the age of 18 and the restriction on the sale of
such products in the vicinity of educational institutions.

7.2 Learning Outcomes
The Learner:

1. Recognizes that an individual below the age of 18 is considered a minor according
to the COTPA 2003 Act, a child.

2. Examines prohibition on sale of intoxicating substances in the vicinity of
educational institutions.

7.3 Section 6(a): Tobacco Products shall not be Sold to Children Below
the Age of 18

Section 6(a) of the COTPA 2003 Act prohibits the sale or supply of tobacco
products to any individual under the age of 18. Furthermore, smoking in public places is
strictly forbidden. Under Section 118(i) of the Kerala Police Act, any person who supplies
intoxicating substances or other health-harmful products to a child below the age of 18
may be subject to legal prosecution.

7.4 Section 6(b): Prohibition in the Vicinity of Educational Institutions

Section 6(b) of the COTPA 2003 Act prohibits the sale of intoxicants within 100
yards (91.44 meters) of any educational institution. Intoxicating substances must not be
displayed in a manner that makes them readily accessible to individuals under the age of
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18. In shops licensed to sell tobacco products, a signboard must be displayed, indicating
that the sale of intoxicants to persons below 18 years of age is punishable by law. The
signboard is required to measure 60 cm x 30 cm.

7.5 Punishment

Under the provisions of the COTPA 2003 Act, selling intoxicants to children below
the age of 18 is punishable with imprisonment for a term of up to three years, a fine of up to
Rs. 10,000, or both.

7.5.1 Activity

alolamg) nueqyled
M69W)as njemlawben
aJ&lel 9 aimenud

Have you ever noticed the
following type of signboards displayed
in commercial establishments? Discuss
the rationale for displaying such

signboards.

Other laws to control the use of intoxicants:

° Kerala Police Act,2012
° Juvenile Justice Act,2015
° Excise Act

o NDPS Act,1985
7.6 Summary

The COTPA Act, 2003 plays a significant role in regulating the consumption and sale
of tobacco products in India. The Act primarily addresses provisions related to minors and
the prohibition of tobacco use within school premises. It underscores the importance of
safeguarding children from the harmful effects of tobacco and ensuring a smoke-free
environment in educational institutions.
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7.7 Review Questions

1. As per COTPA ACT, 2003, it’s punishable to supply tobacco products to a person
below the age of

a) 21
b) 20
c) 19
d) 18

2. Within what distance from school premises is the sale of intoxicating products legally
prohibited?

a) 90 metre
b) 100 metre
c) 91.44 metre

d) 101.44 metre
7.8 Follow up Activities

Prepare a two-minute video script aimed at raising community awareness regarding
the harmful effects of tobacco use.

7.9 References

Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA). (2003). Government of India.
http://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2048

Kambisseri, S. (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum. Lakhsmi Books
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8.1 Introduction

Ragging refers to the practice of subjecting newcomers or junior students in
educational institutions to humiliating or abusive behaviour. In order to ensure a safe and
supportive learning environment, many countries have enforced stringent anti-ragging laws
and guidelines. In India, every student must be familiar with the directives of the Hon’ble
Supreme Court for the prevention of ragging, as well as the Kerala Prohibition of Ragging
Act, 1998. There has been a growing emphasis on preventing and mitigating the harmful
consequences of ragging.

This unit aims to equip students with the ability to define ragging and to understand
the legal mechanisms established for its prevention. It also provides guidance on
promoting awareness regarding ragging and the procedures for reporting incidents.
Furthermore, the unit elaborates on the prohibition of ragging, the occurrence of ragging
both within and outside college premises, the punishments prescribed for such acts, the
steps to be taken when a student becomes a victim of ragging, and the responsibilities of
the head of the institution.

8.2 Learning Outcomes

The learners;

1. Defines the concept of ragging.

Identifies the existing law that prevents ragging in Kerala.
Explains the meaning of the term prohibition of ragging.
Examines the punishments applicable for engaging in ragging.

Analyses the procedures to be followed if a student is subjected to ragging.

o a ;M w0 DN

Examines the responsibilities of the head of the institution when ragging occurs in
an educational institution.

8.3 Ragging: Meaning and Definition

Section 2(b): Ragging

According to Section 2(b) of the Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998, ragging
refers to any form of unruly behaviour towards a student in an educational institution that
causes, or is likely to cause, mental or physical harm, fear, embarrassment, or distress.
The following actions fall within the scope of ragging:

° Ridiculing a student Insulting a student

° Deceiving a student
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° Engaging in acts involving deceptive or humiliating jokes
° Harassing a student
° Forcing a student to do something against his/her will

Any act that physically or mentally harms a student is considered the criminal
offence of ragging. As per the directives of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, activities such as
initiating interactions that create fear or anxiety in a student, causing mental distress
through written or verbal means, obstructing academic activities, and financial exploitation
are also included within the ambit of ragging in educational institutions.

8.3.1 Activity

Identify the actions that fall within the ambit of ragging from the three newspaper
reports provided below.
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8.4 Section 3: Prohibition of Ragging

The law for the prevention of ragging in Kerala was enacted in 1998, known as the
Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998. Under this Act, ragging is strictly prohibited both
inside and outside educational institutions. The term educational institution refers to any
establishment that imparts knowledge and training.

As per Section 3 of the Act, ragging is forbidden in all areas of the institution
including classrooms, hostels, college buses and other transportation services, canteens,
playgrounds, and any other premises connected to the institution. Any form of ragging
occurring either within the campus or in areas associated with the institution is punishable
under the Act.

8.4.1 Activity
Write examples of situation involving ragging that may occur:

INSIdE EdUCATIONAL INSTITULION = 1aeeeiieeeeiiteee ettt e et e ettt eeetaaessetaaeseetansessetanesserannaseees

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8.5 Punishment

Section 4: Punishment for Ragging

According to Section 4 of the Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998, any person
who engages in, encourages, or propagates ragging inside or outside an educational
institution shall be liable to imprisonment for a term extending up to two years and a fine
up to 10,000 rupees.

Section 5: Expulsion of the Offender

As stipulated in Section 5, any student convicted of the offence of ragging shall be
permanently expelled from the educational institution. Additionally, he/she shall be
prohibited from securing admission to any other educational institution for a period of three
years.

A situation illustrating expulsion of offenders is given below:
(11

Ragging in a college: One student arrested and six students suspended. A case
was registered against third-year students for forcibly shaving the beard of a
first-year student. Following the complaint, one student was arrested, produced
before the court, and remanded to custody. Six others were suspended and
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prohibited from entering the campus until further orders. Based on the court’s
findings, the arrested student was permanently expelled from the institution
and barred from joining any other educational institution for three years.

29

Section 6: Power to Suspend a Student

Under Section 6 of the Act, students, parents, guardians, or teachers may submit
complaints of ragging to the head of the institution. Upon receiving a complaint, the
institutional head must inquire into the matter within seven days. If the allegation is found
to be true, the student involved shall be suspended, and the complaint must be forwarded
to the police station within whose jurisdiction the institution is located.

If the complaint is found to be baseless, the complainant must be informed in
writing. Failure of the head of the institution to act on the complaint shall be considered as
abetment of the offence, making the head liable to imprisonment for a term extending up to
two years and a fine up to 10,000 rupees.

8.6 Anti- Ragging Committee

To ensure effective prevention of ragging, the Hon’ble Supreme Court has
mandated the following measures in educational institutions:

° An Anti-Ragging Committee must function in every institution.

° The Committee shall include representatives from the police, local media, NGOs,
teachers, parents, first-year students, and non-teaching staff.

° The head of the institution shall oversee and supervise the activities of the
Committee.

8.6.1 Activity

° Categorize and list the punishments applicable when a student is subjected to

ragging, and; if the head of the institution fails to take necessary action despite
receiving the complaint.

If the head of the institution fails to
If a student is subjected to ragging: take necessary action despite receiving
the complaint:




8.6.2 Activity

° Assume that you have been subjected to ragging. Prepare a written complaint in the
space provided below:

Name/Signature

8.6.3 Activity

e When the head of the institution receives information that ragging has occurred in an
educational institution, arrange the steps to be taken in the correct order by marking A,
B, C, D against the appropriate actions.

Suspend the student involved in the unlawful act

If found untrue, inform the complainant in writing

Report the incident to the police

Conduct an inquiry and ascertain the facts within seven days

8.7 Summary

Stringent measures have been introduced to prevent and control the increasing
prevalence of ragging in higher education institutions. To enhance student awareness, the
definition, fundamental concepts, and related provisions concerning ragging have been
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widely disseminated. The prohibition of ragging is being enforced through strong anti-
ragging legislation and regulatory guidelines. Punishments associated with ragging have
been reinforced to ensure the protection and wellbeing of all students. Institutional
authorities have been entrusted with the responsibility of preventing ragging and adopting
effective precautionary strategies. The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act, 1998 has proven
instrumental in cultivating a respectful and secure campus environment that supports the
holistic development of students.

8.8 Review Questions

1. Which law is currently in force to prevent ragging in Kerala?
a) Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act
b) Prohibition of Ragging Act
c) Anti-Ragging Act
d) Ragging Act
2. In which year was the law to prevent ragging implemented in Kerala?
a) 1997
b) 1998
c) 1999
d) 2000
3. To whom should a student submit a complaint if subjected to ragging?
a Class Teacher

(=)

Police

O

d School Leader

)

) Head of the Institution
)

)

8.9 Follow-Up Activity

Collect newspaper reports related to ragging, prepare a collage, and display it in the
classroom.

8.10 References

Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act. (1998). Government of Kerala. http://www.indiacode.
nic.in/handle/123456789/9312

Kambisseri.S (2017). Kuttakrithyangal Niyamavum Sikhsayum. Lakhsmi Books.
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9.1 Introduction

The Right to Education Act was enacted by the Indian Parliament on 4 August 2009.
It mandates the provision of free and compulsory education to all children aged 6 to 14
years in India. With the insertion of Article 21A into the Constitution, education was
recognized as a fundamental right. When this Act came into force on 1 April 2010, India
became one among 135 nations in the world to ensure education as a fundamental right of
every child. The Act clearly specifies the age range that defines a “child,” prohibits the
collection of donations or capitation fees during admission, and protects children from
corporal punishment and mental harassment. This unit elaborates on the significant
provisions of the Right to Education Act.

9.2 Learning Outcomes

The learners;

1. Identifies the basic definitions used in the Right to Education Act.
2. Evaluates the provisions of free and compulsory education.
3. Analyzes the legal prohibition of corporal punishment and mental harassment in

educational institutions.

9.3 Basic Definitions

Child: A boy or girl between the ages of 6 and 14 years.
Primary Education: Education from Class 1 to Class 8.
School: Any recognized institution providing primary education.

Child Rights Commission: A State-level statutory body constituted to

safeguard and monitor the rights of children.

9.4 Rightto Free and Compulsory Education

According to the Right to Education Act, every child aged 6 to 14 years is entitled to
free and compulsory education in a neighborhood school until completion of primary
education. The Act ensures equitable and quality education for all children in India,
irrespective of gender, caste, religion, language, or socio-economic status.

Local Self-Government Institutions hold a major responsibility in the
implementation of this Act. Their key duties include: maintaining a proper registry of all
children from birth to 14 years and ensuring their schooling,ensuring education up to 18
years for children who require special consideration, Improving schools by providing
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adequate physical infrastructure and learning resources, arranging transportation facilities
for children residing in areas without schools.

Circumstances where denial of primary education is strictly prohibited Education
shall not be refused to:

o Children belonging to socially and educationally backward groups.

o Children from culturally or economically marginalized communities.
o Children from geographically or linguistically disadvantaged regions.
o Children of parents with low annual income.

Children Not Enrolled or Dropouts

Suppose your friend, who is above six years of age, has never attended school or
discontinued schooling before completion. Do you know the provisions available for
continuing their education?

Such a child has the right to be admitted to an age-appropriate class. Moreover, the
child is also entitled to special training and support required to bridge learning gaps. Even
after attaining the age of 14, the child shall be eligible for free education until the
completion of primary education.

Right to Change School

If a child studying in a particular school is unable to complete his/her studies, what
provisions are available?

How does this Act support such students?

o The child has the right to be transferred to any school for the purpose of completing
their education.

o The child has the right to secure transfer to an institution either within the state or
outside the state.

o A Transfer Certificate (TC) must be issued to any child who requires a school
transfer.

o Delay in issuing the TC shall not become a ground to deny admission to the child in
another school.

o Disciplinary action shall be taken against the head of the institution responsible for

delay in providing the TC.
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9.4.1 Activity

Read the following statements carefully and mark them as True/False

No.

Statements True/False

1 Free and compulsory education is for Classes 1 to Plus Two

2 A child studying in Class 5 in a school in Kerala has the right to change
schools for further studies in a state outside Kerala

3 The Right to Education Act guarantees education only to children
between 6 and 14 years of age

4 A child who stopped studying in Class 4 cannot join an age-appropriate
class after two years

9.5 Admission of Students: Procedure

Key Provisions

. No capitation fee of any kind shall be demanded while admitting a child to a school.
. No screening test of any kind shall be conducted on the child during admission.

. No form of screening shall be conducted on the parents or guardians of the child.

] Any educational institution collecting capitation fee shall be liable to a penalty

which may extend up to ten times the amount charged.

] If any child is subjected to screening for admission, the following penalties shall
apply:
1. A fine up to 25,000 for the first violation.
2. A fine up to 350,000 for each subsequent violation.

. Proof of age for admission may be established using a birth certificate or any other
relevant document.

. No child shall be denied admission to a school due to insufficient proof of age.

. Once admitted, no child shall be detained in the same class or expelled from

school until completion of primary education.

o Children shall not be subjected to corporal punishment or mental harassment.
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9.5.1 Activity

Read the statements below and indicate whether they are True or False.

True/

No. Statements
False

1. Screening tests must be conducted for the child and parents during
admission.

2. Capitation fee may be collected during admission as per the preference of
each educational institution.

3. Admission shall be denied if the birth certificate is not produced.

4.  Children who are academically weak will be retained in the same class in
the next academic year.

9.6 Summary

The Right to Education Act (RTE), implemented in India in 2009, is a landmark
legislation aimed at ensuring free and compulsory education for every child between the
ages of 6 and 14. The Act recognizes education as a fundamental right and focuses on
eliminating all barriers that prevent children from accessing quality schooling.

A major provision under this Act is the establishment of bodies such as Admission
Commissions at the state and district levels to safeguard child rights in the education
system. This inclusive approach aims to bridge socio-economic disparities and promote
equal learning opportunities for all children, regardless of their background. Overall, the
RTE Act plays a vital role in protecting children’s rights and providing them with non-
discriminatory access to quality education.

9.7 Review Questions

1. What type of education does the RTE Act guarantee to children between the ages of
6 and 14?

2. At the school level, primary education refers to classes ........... 1 (o I

3. If an educational institution is fined I50,000, what type of violation has been

committed according to the RTE Act?

9.8 Follow-up Activity

Prepare a comparative table showing the number of students enrolled in Class 1 in
Kerala and Bihar during the academic years 2022-23 and 2023-24.
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9.9 References

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act. (2009). Government of
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Answers to Review Questions

N\ [ )
Unit 1 Unit 6
1. Nirbhaya Case 1.18
2. 2015 2. Section 67(b)
3. Children’sHome 3. Operation P-Hunt
Unit 2 Unit7
1. Life Imprisonment and fine 1.18
2. 2012 2.91.44 meters
3. Imprisonment up to one year Unit 8
Unit 3 1. Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act
1. June 12 2. 1998
2. 18 3. Head of the Institution
3. 14 Unit9
Unit4 1. Free and compulsory education
1.2006 2. From Class 1to Class 8
2.18 3. Screening test heldmore than once as
3.21 for boy, 18 for a girl part of school admission
Unit5
1.18
2.%1000 fine and cancellation of license
for 3 months
/L J
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Answers for Activities

UNIT 1

Activity 1.3.2

Statements

Your classmate who works with fireworks due to difficulties at home CNCP
Your classmate steals a mobile phone from his neighbour’s home CCL
Your classmate who is facing mental and physical challenges CNCP

On the way to school, you noticed that three students in your class driving a

. CCL
two-wheeler in a reckless manner

Your friend has beaten the young man who misbehaved with his sister. CCL

Activity 1.4.1
e Achild studyingin Class 8 must be tried before the Children’s Court — Correct Statement.

e The child who sustained injuries in the incident as well as the children who were withesses
to the incident, must also be examined before the Children’s Court — Correct Statement

Activity 1.5.1

Institution Purpose

Children’sHome Residence for children in need of care and protection

Observation Home Residence for children accused to have committed an offence

Special Home Residence for children found guilty of an offence

Activity 1.6.1

Name of the child, name of the father, details of the institution where the child

studies, photograph, etc.
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UNIT 2

Activity 2.3.1

No. ‘ Statement ‘ True/False

1. Section 43 of the POCSO Act states that public should be made aware

of provisions of the POCSO Act True

2. | Aperson below the age of 16 is considered as child as per POCSO child False

3. | The POCSO Act came into force in 2012 True

4., If a child commits an offence under the POCSO Act, action should be True
taken as per the provisions of Juvenile Justice Act 2015

5. | When questioning a child about matters related to sexual harassment, False

a female police officer should wear uniform

Activity 2.4.1

Nature of the
Offence

Newspaper Articles

S5leesls an@le ERMSTIVIN 6&080; MMIAS FIAMSAE 6MISAS “CalI6m

2dadle’ )
Child pornography
(Kerala Sees Rising Obscene Interest in Children; ‘Porn Mafia’ Targeting Our Young
Ones)

Arrest | MUWOOOIRROS @OIREENIe o MSIM} Gald® 10 LIPSO
afloullg flesnd womo; awy @M allslailod

Middle-Aged Man Arrested for Attempting to Assault 10-Year-Old Girl Walking With
Her mother

Sexual assault

Pocso Case | @pemiaslow aaeiouilenoal] allulls jlag; o000
58,000 @oogylad Sexual assault

58-Year-Old Man Arrested for Sexually Abusing Boy in Kollam

al@lmempeodleom miaygladnla) mloaiuwl maiem alladlg fla aigend

@ooqiod Aggravated sexual
) assault
School Peon Arrested for Repeated Sexual Abuse of 15-Year-Old Girl on Campus
MMM (UfDald>al@IEUBIM; B:i5leeins @R(FlElall@esrud (lal@lqfla) 15 €ald Collection of
@Ol sexually explicit
materials

Statewide Crackdown: Fifteen Arrested for Circulating Child Sexual Abuse Material

ailayodiflaas maniad cooulad munma (»13duwm.; Il
@Oavglod Sexual harassment

Man Arrested for Public Nudity in Front of a Student on the Road
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Activity 2.4.2

Sexual harassment Imprisonment up to three years and fine
Sexual assault Imprisonment up to five years and fine
Aggravated sexual assault Imprisonment up to seven years and fine
Penetrative sexual assault Imprisonment for life and fine

Aggravated penetrative sexual assault Imprisonment for life and fine

Possession of sexually explicit material Imprisonment up to three years and fine
Pornographic depiction Imprisonment from five years to life and fine
Activity 2.5.1

e Information that reveals the clear identity of the child must not be published.

UNIT 3

Activity 3.3.1

e International Child Labour Prohibition Day has been observed since 2002. It is observed
annually on June 12.

e Theaimisto eliminate child labour.

Activity 3.4.1
No. Name Age Child ‘ Adolescent

1 Faizan 13 4 —

2 Hashimi 17 — v

3 Fisha 14 4 —

4 Asha 15 — v

5 Tamanna 12 4 —
Activity 3.6.1

Read the news report and answer

1. Whois the person mentioned in the article?
- Kailash Satyarthi

2.  Which award did he receive?

- Nobel Peace Prize
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3. What work did he do to receive this award?
- Rescued numerous children from child labour
4. Which organisation did he establish?
- Bachpan Bachao Andolan
5.  Which hazardous areas are mentioned in relation to adolescent labour?

- Mines and firework factories

Activity 3.7.1

Ideas True/False
1. One full day off should be given in a week for adolescents. True

2. Adolescents are allowed to work seven hours continuously in a day. False

3. Adolescents are permitted to work from 8 amto 10 pm. False

4. Adolescents can work in different establishments on the same day. False

5. One hour of overtime work is permitted for adolescents. False

UNIT 4
Activity 4.3.1
Serial Marriageable
Members

Number age?
1. Father 45 - Yes
2. Mother 40 - Yes
3. Elder Brother 20 Yes -
4. Sister 18 - Yes
5. Younger Brother 15 Yes -

63




Activity 4.4.1

S:lr(:al Nature of Marriage Valid | Invalid

1. Marriage between a boy who has completed 18 years of age i v
and a girl who has not completed 20 years of age

2. Marriage between a girl who has completed 21 years of age v i
and a boy who has not completed 21 years of age

3. Marriage between a boy who has completed 21 years of age v i
and a girl who has completed 18 years of age

4. Marriage between a boy and a girl who has completed 18 ) v
years of age

5. Marriage between a girl who has completed 17 years of age ) v
and a boy who has completed 21 years of age

Activity 4.5.1

Parents who conduct the marriage, the groom and anyone assisting the marriage are
all liable for punishment.

UNIT 5

Activity 5.3.1

e Aresponsible instructor must accompany the learner while driving.

e The vehicle must display an “L” board.

Activity 5.4.1

e Wear a helmet. Wear aseatbelt.

e Ensure the safety of children.

e Pillion riders on two-wheelers must wear helmets.
e Rearseat passengers in cars must wear seat belts.
e Drive at a controlled speed.

Activity 5.5.1

e Driving licence will not be issued until the age of 25.
e \Vehicle registration will be cancelled for one year.

e Legalaction will be taken against the vehicle owner.
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UNIT 6

Activity 6.4.1
e Severalindividuals were arrested for circulating child pornography.
e Agroup involved in distributing nude images of children was apprehended.

e Kerala Police Cyber Division seized laptops and mobile phones during investigations.

UNIT 7

Activity 7.5.1

e Prevent drug use among children. Create a supportive environment for children’s
personality development. Eliminate circumstances where children are exploited by
others.

UNIT 8

Activity 8.3.1

e Cuttingaclassmate’s hair Unlawful confinement Physical assault
e Makingthe student crawl holding a shoe Brutal beating

e Injuring the ear

e Forcingto clean the floor

e Makingthe studentimitate riding a bike Forcing to clean the toilet
e Threateningand harassment Threatening to cut nerves

e Threatening to push from the top of a building

Activity 8.4.1

Inside the Institution

e Within the school between seniors and juniors

e Atthe school canteen

Outside the Institution

e Intheschoolbus

e [nthe hostel
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Activity 8.6.1

e Expulsion from the school and denial of admission in any other institution for three
years

e Imprisonment up to two years and a fine up to 310,000
Activity 8.6.2
Letter Format
From
Name of Student
Class
To
Headmaster (Name of School)
Sir,

On the morning of 18.08.2023, when | reached school, two students from Class
10.B asked me to stand up from the bench and forced me to sit as if there is no bench.
Other students laughed and mocked me. | request that strict action be taken against them.

Name:
Signature:

Activity 8.6.3

Suspend the student involved in the unlawful act

If found untrue, inform the complainant in writing

Report the incident to the police

> | O m| O

Conduct an inquiry and ascertain the facts within seven days
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UNIT 9

9.4.1 Activity
No. Statements True/False
1 | Free and compulsory education is for Classes 1 to Plus Two False
2 | Achild studying in Class 5 in a school in Kerala has the right to change
. . True
schools for further studies in a state outside Kerala
3 | The Right to Education Act guarantees education only to children
True
between 6 and 14 years of age
4 | Achild who stopped studying in Class 4 cannot join an age-appropriate False
class after two years
9.5.1 Activity

Statements

1. | Screening tests must be conducted for the child and parents during

admission.

False

2. | Capitation fee may be collected during admission as per the preference of
each educational institution.

False

3. | Admission shall be denied if the birth certificate is not produced.

False

4. | Children who are academically weak will be retained in the same class in
the next academic year.

False
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Appendix IX

FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

CHECK LIST FOR ASSESSING MODULE ON
LEGAL AWARENESS

Fasalul Abid C.M. Dr. Niranjana K. P.
Research Scholar Assistant Professor
Instructions:

I have prepared a Self Learning Module on Legal Awareness for my
research purpose. I request you to go through the units, assess the units and give
your suggestions for its improvement. Assessment criteria for validating the
module on legal awareness are given below. Carefully read each unit on the basis
of criteria and rate how far the units meet the stated standards. Each item is
followed with three options i.e., Poor, Acceptable and Good. Put a tick mark in the
appropriate column beside each criterion item. Briefly indicate the error/deficiency
found and give your suggestions for improving the sub modules.

Criterion PoorlAcceptableGood

Appropriateness of Learning Qutcomes

1. Conformity with content

2. Appropriate to level of students

3. Correctly stated and worded

Organization of the Content

1. Logically and systematically arranged

2. Arranged from simple to complex

3. Content match with learning outcomes

4. Learning experiences/activities confirms to
learning outcome

5. Inclusion of real-life situations or analogies

6. Simple Language

7. Motivational elements included

8. Clarity in instruction




Criterion

PoorAcceptableGood

Quality of Content

1. Contextualized to level of students

2. Free from factual errors

3. Based on 21* century needs of learners

4. Enable students to arrive at appropriate
decisions

5. According to the comprehension level of
students

6. Relevant content

7. Interesting activities

Technical aspects

1. Attractive

2. Clarity in pictures and illustrations

3. Easy to handle

4. Readable font size

5. Appropriate vocabulary (level of students)

Assessment

1. Sufficient activities for formative assessment

2. Opportunity for summative assessment

3. Assessment aligned with learning outcomes

4. Active engagement of learners through
assessment activities

5. Answers to check the assessment questions

References and additional readings

1. Enlisted references

2. Accuracy in citation

3. Opportunity for additional reading




Error/Deficiency Found and Suggestions for Improving the Module

Sub Brief Description of Specific Suggestions for Improving
Module Errors/ Deficiencies Identified Error / Deficiency
No.

Signature:

Name:
Designation:

Official Address:

Date:




Appendix X
FAROOK TRAINING COLLEGE

LIST OF EXPERTS

1)

3)

S)

Adv. Rajeshkumar G.
Member,
Child Welfare Committee

(Juvenile Justice) Malappuram,

Kerala

C.P. Jamshid Rahman
Advocate, Roll No. K/199/06
Tirur/Parappangadi

Mob: 9995 415 007

Dr. Ismail Thamarasseri
Associate Professor

School of Distance & Online
Education

Mahatma Gandhi University,
Kottayam, Kerala

2)

4)

6)

Adv. Nazeer Chaliyam
Former Member &
Acting Chairperson
Kerala State Child Rights
Commission

Dr. Noushad P. P.

Professor

School of Gandhian Thought and
Developmental Studies

M.G. University, Kottayam

Dr. Muhammed K.V.

Assistant Professor

School of Pedagogical Sciences
Mahatma Gandhi University,
Kottayam, Kerala



