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Worship and Community Formation: A Case Study of the
Pediyattu Bhagavathi Temple

Dr. Biju Joseph Suchithra T. P

It is the study about how the reproduction of caste takes place at all levels of the
social structure. The Kadalundi Pediyattukavu Vavutsavam, which is associated with the
concept of Mother Goddess, and its related rituals are historically documented here.

This thesis explores the characteristics of the Mother Goddess concept that
prevailed in ancient Kerala. Then the upper caste-lower caste relations and socio-cultural
environments found during the ceremonies related to Pediyattukavu festival are the parts
of this study. Apart from the introduction, this thesis is divided into four chapters. The first
chapter on Kali Sankalpam in Kerala Culture explains Kali and worship in the Kerala
context. In the second chapter, The culture of the people of 'Kadalundi , the topography of
“Mannurdesam” and the cultural diversity associated with it are considered. The third
chapter deals with the features of vavutsavam, the main festival of Kadalundi Village.
'Pediyat Bhagavathy in connection with its Mythology, Rituals and Festival'. The fourth
chapter, "The Social Role of the Festival', explores the cultural milieu that has shaped the
Kadalundi Vavutsavam. It is clear from a close study of the so called rituals that caste
discrimination is reinforced within the social framework of Kadalundi.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Worships and rituals are understood as a symbolic system and through that, what
are its political and social implications. The division of labor and the caste discrimination
that occurred through it have significantly affected the socio-cultural structure.

. A study of the rituals of Pediyattukavu festival reveals that they re-enact and
perpetuate caste thinking.

o The distinction between the medium and the ideal found in festival ceremonies
indicates the ambiguity of caste consciousness. Aivarkali, a ritual art form staged
in the Jathavan Fort in connection with Pediyattukavu, has religious concepts
belonging to foreign religions.

o The caste system exists in various rituals are practiced here. Through the post-
festival Punyaha Karma, Chatur Varnyam perpetuates the pure concept of caste
relations.
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o The concept Brasht, connected with the custom of untouchability is re-enacted
through Jathavan, the son of Pediyattu Bhagavathi.

o A great concept of tolerance can be revealed when Jathavan gets into the group of
players for playing ‘Karakali’. More over here he tries to break the shackles of
caste system prevailed in the society. By banning toddy, not only the disobedience
between mother and son, but also the marginalisation as per the casteism can be
realised.

. A social evil of untouchability between low caste and upper caste people is
intensified through this. It is reflected even among different religious groups who
are the parts of coexistence. The festival reproduces this concept, depicting
Jathavan, a Brahmin when he is not permitted to get into the houses of upper caste
people. A cultural formation by coordinating various caste and religious people
has been made possible in the Mother Goddess concept of Pediyattukavu.

Worship and community formation: As a part of this research based on the study
about Pediyattu Bhagavathi temple, the concept of Mother Goddess in Kerala and it's
agricultural relationship, how the caste consciousness amongst the people made possible
by dividing them into upper and lower classes and even if women are glorified by imputing
God to them, by asserting untouchability, how much is the empowerment of women
hindered by the society have been explored.
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