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O THNIRCOUCTION

(W M Wmi m} m ml STEOmast ins
are the teo mailn subsdivisions of Ononsot

ic ny (ehe study of nomes of strests, roads,
etc.), Hydronymy (the study of names of objects relsted to water) snd Oronymy (the seudy
of pames of hills, mountains ete.). Since the aforessid bramches sre only diffevent
phases of toponymy alesely related to esch other, it is better to study them as a whole,
mmmzmu@mmmmmmw.

L5 79 W festuces of LOpOnys iaal wm

. ence has s special significence in histocival stodies. Flace names
are just syabols mesnt for ldentifying plesces, In most cases common folk are the givers
of place names and in neming the pleces thelr objectives are limited and thers is no indie
eation for providing any clue o yosterity as to thelr content and seaning. Since it is
the work of the simple folk there is no room either for mekebelive or artificiality.

DN

Ou2+2+ I spite of their local varistions place names have certaisbasic chersctoeristics

‘ » ‘The linguistic content of place
napes gy underge changes due to & wariety of covess such &8 ethnic differences, varlstions
in time, language and individual taste. Pere toponymicel owidence
primary Soures for the Hissorisn. A toponymist must be swere of such pitfalls, he is
advised to have o cautious approachs npBred to that of the archacologist, the work of

& toponymist i oore difsdoult since the specialised techniques used by the former are not
available in this case. Jenoe in evaluating the work of the toponymist, special difficulte
des and problems involved in the collection of place nemes must be borme in mind.

csnnot be acvopted as




Celels Bven a iist of plece names of & parcioulsr sres will ensble the toponynist o
arrive at certain generalisstions thet will materially help his study. leither the
srchacologist nor the historien gan wlaim to have such an adventage. The toponymist
however, has his cwn limitationss It will be an erdous task for him to trace the
priginal form of ploce names and he may oo wrogg i€ he 18 not scrvupulous in observing
the established connons of liguistice. To guote H.b. Senkelia the famous historien
end toponyniste

This shows that such studies when not based upon the identificstion of amcient
place nemes d0 not yield the desdred pesult... After this identisiostion

is mm,um namos should be studied by g historden apd a st i of
Linguistics, Then only full justice cen be done to the subjeot.”

The importance of plece name studie
DE L

3 I8 clearly desoribed by p.T.Wain wright as guoted

kmﬂnmmm in £ull messure linguistic informetion of & kind that
is abasent An rehasology and usually blugred in the historicsl record.
They am supply falrly precise conclusions on the intensity of settlew
mente, linguistic Wm erigine and m%auiomhm with oxcasional
COMTANLS m m&a& and economic condicions.

DeZsds To get fruitfvl result, we have to do systematic study of place names. First we
should try to ascertein the suecessive forms through which the name has passed down the

cevburicsg .

ancient Sai i b on
in chese iines it will throw considerab
sation snd culures  If evidences gleaned from the three allied subjects of history

haeology snd topouyny can well be integrated, we can meke a mors objective dispassion=
ste study of mankinds

Ca3e Beginnings of Toponymical studies.

2?#?& %m W’ by g T Piw wy gy
SOTICT X%z}g .‘g
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It was in the mid decades of the
mansed. Aocording to S. Silvs who studied
nre da 1954, the Mmmm of toponymical stuldies £sll under

1. From the beglonings to 1041 AJD.
2« From 1861 BeDe = 1BB4 AlDs
3. After 1884 by

It was COTIP WILH LEY BUIZ (1968) who emphusised the signifie
cance of the subject and laid doun Ite Sirst pricciples. Silve says "He was the first
il undamencal principles thet place nsmes have a meaning and that moaning
plishes from the old forme of such names™  Fetersom, who studied the Dandsh
foruey|on please namss 4% alSonf the seme opinion, In 1822, Jodm Fook wehler and in
193¢ Henry f. SShool Creft studied Mmericen plase names. The Scholars who followed Gotfe

puruse the study meinly on the lines suggested by him.>

Os3s2+ During the second Stege, there wes rapid develogment in topoaymicel studiee in
this was lavgely due to the persistent lsbowrs of ealseny Ipdelogists like
who popularised the Ssoekrit studies in the west. J.7. Link, iv an sruicle
ing opinicn sbout this stage.

Magmulier,
envessed the follow

e, amgm mwpﬁ mm names, m wimn
26 @ ecllectlion ﬂf um& from all continents

amm& m&m* e former's Albden wm Emmz m@b' in two m&ma
3.8‘?3.-?2 am *m @f MAN;W m &m oy Jﬂﬁ of plaves®of the

; , s sce names end thelr derivotions in the etihesss and fupense
a’&ﬁ %rl gimes, A Btwy @E ﬁwmm Wmmmmm mk minw out mm xmm | ﬂg;ma
ugla 'Geographicel date Jn Pepinis Ashiadhvayi' Joucoal.of Buis adeah Sietandasl. Soados
Pole XVI (1950),FPsd2eds

mﬁi@#ﬂ "’R}g&;ﬂ}ﬁ’&f of Csnara’ « Sournal sl sndhes. Slatordonl lescanch SRSISLl.
{1949}, P.50.




1. There is no place name without & meaning.

2. Plsce names seldom contedn myth, mryw humour «

3. The ordinecy plece names, atilesst among the Aryan's usually consiste of a modfe
fring slemsnt and an appellative element a8 & general designstion. Verious terms are
used by wricers to deseribe the component pacts of a name. Morris uees the terms,
*desoriptive slement' and "Ceneral element®, Sowe deseribe prefines, stems and
postfimess Cthers call thew ad adjectival slement and subjectival element. The

iptive element is generally & personal name of & word descriptive or commemcrative

original nemes are always descriptive in character. Thevefore difflculty in underw
standing the names of places indicstes that we have forgotten the meaning of the original

ry evidences are wanting, the analogaus name forms of Feglion cequpied

by che peapective races should be m@."

fimg Hﬁﬁ SoRu 333 (ALY

Dadede During the third stage, JQJ* Bpli weas the most dom

in basic peinciples of place name study. 3t was theough the effort

nt Seience with spécific rules and

of this scholar that toponymy emerged as an indeper
regulations.®

WWWMMMMaWWmWWmmﬂW BEYS
H.b, Sankalis, in 2 review of toponyny cut side mw""‘ This throw light ©o the sube
ial progress achieved in this ficke during recent yeers, learned societivs were




Plase Wanes

cion Bulletin published
i by Oncmestice throughout
i besides new

by the ICCS, Belgium, shows the wondersul development schicve
Flace lpmes Society has been founded in Mysore and researches in the £ield are progressing.

Oubs A criticsl Evalustion of the work done in this £ield in India
The progress sohileve ponymical studies in India has been rather
slow,. But for a few articles published in some journals, the subjest has not received
m attention of Indian Scholars. 5.8, Chatterji, in his mommental work The Sciads
ﬂminmh meﬂihm%asmwnm& the toronymical
s mmﬂ" ouite recently K. viswanat wm»mmmmmm

Cedels The contriiucion mede by scholars in Indie may be revieved lriefly here.
sala by Appeyys Dikshitar in Sanekrit referced

of Hecman Gundert deserves speclal mmmﬁ In his famous Maleyslam Dicticnary publie

shed in 1872, he hes made an sttempt to study gurtadn place names in Kerala.

aihe m i ‘ﬁ m ﬁ@zw mﬁmmm rcavid ;_} e Pﬁm by BT w&m ¢ SOINERIE

-y ( 19720, PE.40=Ls
I . Vol.t {

*ﬁ@m on some ancient scwth Indian Political and Geographical names’,
a1 Ressarch., Vol.¥, Part IT (University of Madvasl, Fale ,

jetionary (Mangale Purem, 1872).



e . Ware mainly responsibie for cresting
sn inteves OnYmAS uclies countey. The earliest article published in
an indian journal wes that of He Blochmenn, entitled ‘Contril Geography and
History of dengall, published in 1873, in the Jouwrnal of Asiacis Scolety of Sents .
y Radha, DBagdl, Banga, Barendra and
Mithila for his study. He has attempted to determine the age of place names on the
bagis of the relstlon betwesn the willages and thelr inhe ,  He has aptly obsecwved
that with the hely of toponyuwy we can widen our knowledge of the history and geogravhy of
gion and also derive useful informetions reyerding foreign invesions end
migrations of psople.

am@. another useful study 'Nemes of countriee epnding with stan® by ¥,P.5. sppeared in

Y A~ wﬁmas
wrdistan, Surjistan ete., whare no igto: hs,\y:m m tm light on an intercsting
ethoologicel fevt thet the sufiix "Stan’ seen in these nemes mey not be strictly of

Sanskrit origin.

wed an article entitled, "Cn the Nemes
A suecisl signi-

Oudade Tn 1279 Coloncl R.B. mun GoTeSy publis
fmea:mwmmmnimmmv }

tive £ield work of oral evidence. The information collested is oncyclopsedic and ihe
trestment is very systematic. A musber of old plage nenmes sre analysed inte prefixes
and suffixes and grouped under different heads enabling us to eheck the early forms of

mm:. ‘Contribution of Geography and His
Egrougny F o ilm3; Wuﬂim&&

ging in miw SN RN NG AR

W&fbﬁn%m of Countries a3
238,




approach is different sm that of the traditional-

Celofie 0 1902, ¥y Ypdmepebhe Mencn, published an srticle named "dleoursive notes on
Malabar and its place nemes’ in the ng 7 ol Yo 35 the £irst of its kind
setemptod by & Melayald soholar. He hes taken the whole of Kerala as the uait of
andl Maleyelam and gertain nemes like Putuvaipu, Bzhikkers, Kadakhars eto. In spite of
the grest iaterest shown by the author his sprrosch wes meither objective nor scientific.
iy gecme that he has given undue imy } to legends, hearsey end tribel custons and
putitions. e about the name Neralem is an interesting oqe

where he expresses the fdes that the name hes changed its form ‘chera’ to ‘Xera' by the
influence of

OadeTe The firet study of inseripticmal place names wee condusted

1902.3°  He hee studied wani (807 A.D) Sengl (935 A.D) Rhenda (972 5.0) snd some othes
plates of Sombey Presidency and identified a mumber of places mentioned in them. The
changes noted by him in these nemes will help us in the study of Dravidien place names.

Ancther notsble vork is the arcicle entitled 'Dravidien and Solordan place nemes’
»-mzmwmwmm Ho collected certain plece nemes from maps of
sapur districts, Prom the snslysis, he has pointed out that the

8 Rao. in bis article.entitled 'The place names of Mysove® (1918} shows

pe pemes in Mervers', JASE, Vol.I¥, Pt.l, FP.136w47.

1&&}# ‘ Ty
vol. oot t&mah WAWm

‘e plices memtioned in the weanl Floves', 32 vol.oxd (1902}, F.217.
diar m& Rolaxrian Flase names®, ﬁé& Vol. eIz uﬂs} PP 01w34

*ohe P3 of i
m“i f&m;; yy ZEQwiRE ,




iscusses aore than sixty Nanneda
hich is helpful in the compsrative study of the rravidisn place
_ tha Fonymical studies will yvield important oluge to the historian
regarding the origin, ond growth of buman habitations end the seivetions mm migrate
iong of people. This study is noted for its intensity snd wide cowers

OxB. Studies in inter relation of place nemcs.

Since 19215 for a pericd of ten years intensive comparative studies on Toponymy
flourighed in India and Ceylon. Thorough . '

yalpanam is & pure mu mﬁﬂ Mamjm dessives it in @

it Yalpans Fationam hes & 3 wersion ’fslmmmwm

Pplage name sufflx pay and argues that it has B

: also has studied & good number of place names of Ceylon and




CueBale MOrgsaburus Jormans iz & Serivative of Seanekrit @m.??

Rama is alasc snother derivetive of sSanslrit Orame in his opinion. Fandy is a place nam
suffix seen in Ceylon, whigh la expl 82 & Sinhalese word by him. It is interesting

note that Rovil kKendy., o famous place in the Borth Melabar has an eguivalont
kovil ko *}3

ies the plave names in Ceylon and analyses tham. chetty, kaliager,
in sthnological cstegoriss reflected in these mewes. He pointe
1iai, Mulla, Malai., Mole, Menal, Radal, Zulem, Alem,

heninayegan®  apd D.C. siresr have anelysed the inter relations in
place names between India and the whole of sSouth Bast asian Co untries .3

CsS5eSe o 1928 L.V, Ramasweny Iyer wrote an article on travidisa place namés seen in Persiam
slmmsm He mm that "neavidisn rece and langvage, like the Aryan mey have had its
origin somewhare in Central Asia and then spread co India pricr o the advent of Axyans®. a3

or inTRaRstuEge, A5 place mames in the Jaffma Peninsula®, CALR, Vol.II, P.54,
134 1917 »18), Pulale

1, CALR 11, Pal7i.

zamxmw, ?ML place names in Ceylon

yagas *The jdentificeticn of Bageram', INS, Vol.X, P«6TeTl.

dic place names in the Plateay of Fersion's




VO VR W L SRR W ks 2y Y ey in his work ' The ravid
A & *

Os5eb+ Vasudeva S mmlu” N, Raghavan, K H.Ceorge and T.K. Joseph have all contributed
to the comparative study of Dwavidian place names.

Cebe A spurt of activity in the fisld.

Cebale S.Ks Chattaril in 1926 hes attewmpted a very sericus and deep study of Pengali place
names hringing into time light the significance of toponymy in analysig the evolution of
. Hg observes that mutilation has made it difcicult to regogstruct many of the
poeriptions in Pengell from Sth A.D. are available, this Qifficulty is solved to a certain
extent. Current local <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>