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INTRODUCTION

Arun Thomas M. “Merchants,markets and merchandise: Strategy of
english east India company trade in tellicherry 1725-1750” Thesis.
Department of History, University of Calicut, 2015.



INTRODUCTION

The present study entitled ‘Merchants, Markets &merchandise:
Strategy of English East India Company Trade inidredrry 1725-1750’ is
an enquiry into various economic aspects of theéofsof English East India
Company at Tellicherry and its implications upore ttransformation of
Tellicherry into a prosperous coastal town of tlast&rn world. It includes an
exploration into the prominence acquired by theigadous merchants,
markets, merchandises, contacts with overseas tsarkenetary system and
weights and measures system during the period wtddy. This study also
intends to understand the Company trade in Tellighéen the light of
commercial rivalry of other European mercantile pames. The English
Company followed a distinctive strategy for proagrimerchandises from
Tellicherry and its adjacent areas. With the suppmdr local rulers and
indigenous merchants, the Company assumed a prasiegn in the region
during the period under review. At the same timieeyt successfully
confronted the competition of French at Mahe anitcBat Cannanore. This
peculiar feature of the early history of the Engletivities in Malabar invites
a threadbare discussion of the growth of Englisimidation in the Malabar

Coast.

Malabar, the land of spices, was a destination tpoinadventurous
trading communities throughout the ages. The mogennd witnessed its
peak with the arrival of European mercantile conmansetting out to
establish direct contact with the spice produciogntries of the East. The
European companies tried to establish their set¢thégnin the suitable centers
of the region. After a long search for an apprdprigade centre, the English
East India Company selected Tellicherry in the laf"century. The

trajectory of its evolution to prominence beganhwitie arrival of French East



India Company in 1670. Later it was taken over by English East India
Company. This event marked the beginning of thestiamation of an

insignificant coastal market into a busy mart ofdpean trade. The demand
for the Malabar commodities in European and Asiaarkets tempted the
English to continue their trade in Tellicherry. Timeain reason for the
selection of Tellicherry as settlement was the labdity of good quality

pepper. Hence, the region around Tellicherry caméd called a ‘pepper
belt’. The other goods like cardamom, sandalwoatgey, turmeric etc. were

also exported from Tellicherry in considerable dtigss.

The coming of European companies witnessed thetgrofivmerchant
and mercantile communities in the coastal towns$ndfa. In this period, a
number of individual merchants and merchant graqgted as agents between
European companies and indigenous producers. etz was only an
insignificant coastal bazaar dominated by the Muasherchants at the time of
the establishment of English settlement. The inibges merchants of
Tellicherry played an important role in convertiitginto an international
emporium of trade. The English Company sought #ststance of the native
merchants to procure commodities which drasticaltgred the game in the
favour of the Company. The goods of hinterlandsewsarried to the port and
exported to foreign markets. Gradually it developeto a centre of
commercial importance connecting a hinterland aokland which was
decisive in determining the fortunes of the cithwu$, Tellicherry came to be
connected with most of the coastal cities of therldvat that time like
London, Mocha, Bombay, Calcutta and Canton. Graguallicherry grew
into the status of a major centre of English tradéhe eighteenth century.
The political course of events in the eighteenthtuwsy led to the partial

diminishing of the importance of Tellicherry.



It is interesting to note that Tellicherry faileal ¢onfigure itself into the
global trade network before the appearance of tiregean companies in the
scene. From the ancient time onwards, the regidfotdthunadu was visited
by the foreigners for procuring pepper and othercimendises. The port
town referred in classical accounts as ‘Naura’, wiestified as Cannanore.
Valapattanam, Matayi and Dharmapatanam were mesdidny travellers as
medieval trade centers. Matayi is situated on taekbof a large river, the
Taliparamba (KillaY: Ibn Batutha, recorded Matayi as a “large and \weilt
town situated on a bay navigable for large shipMatayi is described by
Duarte Barbosa as a Mappila centre, there wereebeny Jewish and Hindu
merchants engaged in various busifegalapattanam, situated on the south
bank of Valapattanam River, was the royal city @ldhunad as well as one
of the early ports of Ezhimala kingdom. Dimishqddbn Batutha mentioned
it as ‘Buddfattan® Ibn Batutha noted that it was under the rule ofaRa
Kawayl (Kolathiri)® During the medieval period, Cannanore had no
importance because of the presence of ValapattamahMatayi very near to
it. But during the time of Portuguese, it becamenaor trading centre of
Malabar. According to Tome Pires, “The Kingdom @&ranore is large and

has a large city and much trade and many pedple.”

The French settlement of Mahe, lies very near tticherry and was

referred to by early travellers. Ancient travelRimy refers to ‘Melizeigara’

Wilfred H. Scoff (ed.)The Periplus of the Erethrean Sé&ew Delhi, 1972, p. 204.

Genevieve BouchonRegent of the Sea: Cannanore’s Response to Posdague

Expansion, 1507-1528elhi, 1988, p. 9.

¥ Mahadhi Hussain (ed.J;he Rehla of Ibn Batuth&ited in M. Vijayalakshmi, “Trade
and Trading Centres in Kerala (AD 800-15Q0Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Calicut
University, 1997, p. 123.

*  M.L. Dames (ed.)The Book of Durate Barbos¥pl. Il, London, 1967, p. 8.

® S. Muhammad Husayn Nainafrab Geographers’ Knowledge of Southern India,

University of Madras, 1942, p. 29.

Ibid., p. 41.

Armando Cortesao (edJhe Suma Oriental of Tome Pires and the Book ohéisgo

Rodriguesyol. I, New Delhi, 1990, p. 7.



which is identified as Mahe situated between Nstrimlentified as Netra or
Mangalore) and Leuke (identified as Iring&lDuarte Barbosa refers to
‘Mailariavil’ between ‘Tirumingate’ (Thiruvangad)n@d Chombal. Mailariavil

is identified as Mayyazhi, the other name of Mahe.

In the modern period, the Europeans who visitedwstern coast of
India naturally established factories at these piies. All these port cities
had all geographical features required to situtselfias good international
ports. Among these ports, Dharmapatanam is situated/ near to
Tellicherry. Its geography allowed the supply ofiterland goods to the port
easy. Two major inland routes beginning from thesWw®e Ghats linked
Dharmapatanam to the region which produced gooditguaepper. The
English would have liked to build the factory atddmapatanam but for the
fact that it was then being contested by localraulend the pirates. Hence
when they got an opportunity to build a settlenantellicherry they decided
positively even though it lacked the features pb# city.

Calicut was the first settlement to be establishgdhe English East
India Company in Malabar. Since medieval periddaid been a busy mart of
foreign traders. The Portuguese were the firsthef Europeans to reach the
Malabar Coast and to enter into trade contract wiénZamorin. The English
also established factory at Calicut. During theetiof English established
their settlement at Tellicherry it became the cluieftre of operations in the
Malabar Coast. Later they appointed a resident @ic@, who became
subordinate to the Tellicherry factory. Logan giathat “Calicut would
probably had been selected as a more favourablé fgpotrade than
Tellicherry, but the Zamorins seem, not unnaturafigr their experience of

what had befallen then in the Portuguese periotiatblooked with jealousy

8

M.P. Sreedhara®apers on French Colonial Rule in Indi@alicut, 1997, p. 16.
9 .
Ibid.



on all foreign fortified settlements® The other port cities of the coast,

Calicut, Cannanore and Cochin were under the cooftq@owerful kings.

Tellicherry was an insignificant coastal market tcolled by the
Muslim traders until it was selected by the Fre@dmpany to establish a
settlement. The factory site situated within theitiey of local chieftain
named Kurungoth Nair, a subordinate of the Kolatldombay and Anjengo
were the other factory sites established by thdigingn the western coast of
India in the same period. These two centers wese isignificant coastal
territories like Tellicherry. This shows that thetBh followed the tactics of
selecting comparatively insignificant areas forittsettlement. Their earlier
factory at Surat, well-known for textiles productjowas under Mughal
control and occasionally faced attacks from thedttaa army. Therefore, the
Company authorities vacated it and selected Borfdyatheir settlement. The
British received this place as dowry from the Pguese king. In the
beginning, Bombay was a much less important plaaa Surat, but its trade
was growing as Bombay lay near an important weasaneg and had a good
harbour and defensible site. The island was detlayebe an asylum to all
merchants and manufactures who might be disposeplaie themselves
under the English protection. Subsequently, Bombay became the nerve
center of the English power in western India. Te#ps us to assume that the
strategy of selecting insignificant locations fettiement paid high dividends

for the Company in its plans of diversificationtire succeeding years.

Compared to other trade centers the main limitadiomellicherry was
the absence of river or road system linking it clise with the hinterlands.
Alexander Hamilton mentioned that, “It has no riverar it that can want its

protection, nor can it defend the road from thailitssof enemies, unless it be

10 william Logan,Malabar Manua) New Delhi, 2000, p. 390.
1 C.J. Hamilton,The Trade Relations Between England and India (268%5), Delhi,
1975, p. 42.



for small vessels that can come within some role&s lay half a mile off or to
protect the company’s warehousé”However, a few miles north and few
miles south of Tellicherry river transportation ifdies were available. The
Anjarakkandy River joining the sea five miles noahTellicherry was the
important river system that brought hinterland gotalthe port. The Eranjoli
River flowed in the north- south direction to on@ereast of the factory.
Moreover, Valapattanam River, the major river syste Kolattunad also was
used for carrying merchandise from hinterlandsaddition to these, two land
routes, Peria ghat route and Perambadi ghat roate #he main routes to
reach Dharmapattanam. Later these routes weredlittk@ellicherry. In due

course Tellicherry became the chief English settleinm Malabar.

The existing literature on Tellicherry highlightedly the English East
India Company as the earliest occupants of theofpactThey ignored the
French factory, mainly due to the lack of evidefit@/e get information on
the existence of the French factory at Tellichdrom the accounts of two
French travellersA Voyage to the East Indidy Gabriel Dellon was one of
the earliest travel accounts on Tellicherry. Delltad a leading role in the
establishment of French factory at TellicheftyAbbe Carre was the other
French traveller sent by the French Company toalnHis travel account is
titted The Travels of Abbe Carre in India and Near Edstthis he gives a
detailed description on French factory at TellichieHe traveled through
Malabar from 1672 to 1674. He gave us a detailemb@aat of political and

commercial matters of French settleméhits.

12 Alexander HamiltonA New Account of the East Indiegol. |, Edinburgh, 1727, pp.

296-297.

See for details, William LogarQp. cit., p. 349. Alfred Martineaul.es Origines de

Mahe de MalabarParis, 1917, p. 17.

4 Gabriel DellonA Voyage to the East Indidsondon, 1698, pp. 11-130.

15 Abbe CarreThe Travellers of Abbe Carre in India and Near E4§{72 to 1674Ed. by
Charles Fawcett, Vol. lll, London, 1948, pp. 70371
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Alfred Martineau’sLes Origines de Mahe de Malabaas one of the
major French works that focused on French Eas@ali@bmpany’s trade in
Malabar. Alfred Martineau’s work deals with the iemtaffairs related to the
French factory at Mahe. This work does not menéibaut the French factory
at Tellicherry but instead gives a reference toahgin of English factory at
Tellicherry in 1690-1695 incorrectly. John Bruce, the official
historiographer of the English East India Compamgntioned about the
French factory in hisAnnals of the Honorable East India Company.
According to him “the French had built a house alligherry, the factors had
kept up the trade at that port, without enteringp idiscussions with them
respecting the right to it.” William Logan in hisMalabar refers to the
existence of the French settlement at Tellichefhen he passes over to the
details on the English settlement at Tellicherrgcérding to William Logan,
“as to when the factory was established it is aertiaat this event happened
some time before the 94ctober 1699, the first date in the ‘General kett
Book’ of the factory extant on thé"@Vlay 1728 as mentioned in the factory
diary of this latter dat&® Sir George Birwood says that “the English had
established a factory at Tellicherry as early d3.A4683." Charles Fawcett,
who wrote English Factories in Indiaspeaks about the earliest English
factories in India. He argued that the origin ofgksh factory was in 1682.

He noted that the English Company took over thexteat French factory. At

16

Alfred MartineauOp. cit.,p. 17. The English established their factory dtidheerry on
1682. See, SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to JohhdCBB August 1682, Cited in Charles
Fawcett,The English Factories in Indja/ol. 1ll, London, 1954p. 395.

John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compaiyl. I, London, 1810, p.
487.

William Logan, Op. cit.,, p. 348; According to Walter Hamilton, “In 1683, eth
Presidency of Surat established a factory at Tadlicy for the purchase of pepper and
cardamoms.” See, Walter Hamiltomescription of Hindustan and the Adjacent
Countries Delhi, 1971, p. 292.

Birdwood, “Report on the Old records of the In@#ice”, Cited in A. Yeshuratnam,
“The East India Company and the Principal Rajas Mdlabar (1708-1805)”,

17
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the same time he does not go into the details ehdr factory® K.N.

Chaudhury also believed that the English factory Tallicherry was
established in 1682, but he did not mention thesterce of the French
factory”* However, the French failed to maintain Tellicheay permanent
settlement which was taken over by the English.tBatliterature on English

factory gives different references on the yearsbalelishment of the factory.
Aims and Objectives

The prime objective of this study is to locate ibblérry in the
eighteenth century world trade. How was Tellichelinked up with the
network of international trade, who were the player the trade exchange,
how was the exchange facilitated, what were thengodities of exchange,
who were the mediators of this exchange, patteftiseohinterland trade etc.
are some of the major areas proposed to be explorélie study. Thus, it
grows into an attempt to address various issuaseckto the trading activities
of the English factory at Tellicherry. Moreover, napetition between the
European companies to collect merchandises, l@=alitrom where the
companies collected, mode of transportation, dastin points etc. are also
given proper attention in this study. Such an @zerts expected to bring to
the forefront the capillaries of the internal tragktworks through which the
commodities of the hinterland was pumped into the pity as well as the
imports to the land and the existing markets ifedent parts of the region. In
addition to this, the study attempts to probe hbesé activities transformed
the landscape of the port town due to the commlenmtiaractions with the
Company. An understanding of the monetary systesagiied at that time as

well as the weights and measurement system becompesative at this point

20 Charles FawcetEp. cit, pp. 386-429.
#1 K.N. ChaudhuryThe Trading World of Asia and the English India Qamy 1600-
1760,Cambridge, 197&. 574.



as the transaction was carried out in the localigteng measuring system

which was unfamiliar to the Europeans.

Another important problem the study intends to addris the reason
for the selection of Tellicherry by the English Qmamny for the establishment
of the factory. A hitherto unknown locality has shup into prominence and
transformed itself into a vibrant centre of inté¢romal commerce under the
English. The dynamics of this transformation iS@oamong the unaddressed
issues of history. The problem is expededbe resolved on the course of the
study. Equally significant is the role of the ineigous merchants who co-
operated with all their efforts to help the Engligh establish themselves
firmly in the Indian soil. The dynamics of theirlagonship, the important
commodities of commercial significance, the problefrthe shooting prices
especially of pepper etc. also found their way ithie study. Another major
thrust area is the relation between the French alhéMand the English at
Tellicherry. The commercial rivalry between the tEoropean companies
had an important role in increasing the price gbg®¥ in the region. They
explored the possibilities of bringing down thecpriof pepper and seemed
successful for a while. But it is noticed that ewagainst their combined
efforts, the prices of the commodities stood hififis warrants an analysis of
the market strategy practised at that time, fog@isin the nature of the
relationships between the indigenous and Europearchants. The study
attempts to probe the role of principal mercharitdvalabar and analyses
their participation in the pepper, cardamom andiabvood trade. This will,
in turn, lead to a probe into the hinterland makgiatterns of hinterland
trade, trade routes and modes of transportatioms.study also enquires into

the overseas and coastal markets and trade ranited lwith Tellicherry.



Relevance of the Study

Tellicherry was a major European trading centréhef western coast
of India in the eighteenth century. Naturally they d®ecame the theme of
many scholarly studies. The existing works on Thbirry dealt with the
political and social aspects of English East InGampany at Tellicherry.
These studies are focused mainly on the politicaedsions of Tellicherry
factory like the factors leading to the establishineof factory, its
development, conflict with rulers, competition witlbther European
companies, invasions, and the conquest of Malagathé British and the
nature and functions of the newly established Guwent. These studies
neglected the economic aspects related to thecfhietiy factory and its
implications upon the later establishment of theti®r Empire in India.
Hence, a deviation is attempted in the presentystud endeavouring to
explore the early trading activities of the Telkehy factory with the
indigenous merchants. An attempt is also made tenstand the attitude of
English factors at Tellicherry towards the indigesanerchants, the nature of
the transactions and the means employed by thegyattbold of the maximum
guantity of spices from the coast. The resolutibhe differences between
the English factory and other European compani@ggeaon the coast is also

addressed at length in the present study.
Sour ces and M ethodology

The nature of the study warrants consultation otigal materials. The
primary source materials relating to the period exnstudy was consulted
from the Tamil Nadu State Archive. The major prignaraterial for the study
was the records of Fort St. George at Madras preden the Tamil Nadu
State Archive. These records include Consultatiohdellicherry factory
(1725-50), Diaries of Tellicherry factory (1725-5Qetters from Tellicherry
(1729-50), and Letters to Tellicherry (1726-50). Tsupplement the

10



informations from the archival materials, traveleguand some other books,
most of them pertaining to the period of study, eveonsulted. The travel
accounts of John Fryéf,Gabriel Dellor’® Abbe Carré* Charles Locktef’
Alexander Hamiltorf® Bartolomed®’ and Clement Downirf§ were highly
useful for this study. In addition to thi$reaties, Engagements and Sanads
Relating to India and Neighbouring Countriesf C.U. Aitchison® A
Collection of Treaties, Engagements and other Papé&itmportance Relating
to British Affairs in Malabarof William Logan® Letters from Malabarof
Jacob Canter Vissch&r,and The Dutch in Malabaof Gallettf? were also
consulted. These materials were collected fronmetbfit archival repositories
such as Tamil Nadu State Archive, Kerala State ikeghRegional Archive

Calicut and Internet Archives.

The secondary materials were collected from varieducational
institutions and libraries located in different fgaof Kerala. Data was also
collected from Cannimara Library at Chennai, Madthsversity Library,
Kerala University Library Thiruvananthapuram, C.HKM Library Calicut

University, Department of History Library at CaltcWniversity and some

22 John FryerA New Account of East India and Persia, in Eightérs, Being Nine Years

Travel,London, 1698.

2 Gabriel DellonQp. cit

24 Abbe CarreQp. cit

% Charles LockterAn Account of the Trade in Indiaondon, 1711.

% Alexander HamiltonQp. cit

* Fra Paolino Da San BartolomebVoyage to the East Indies: Containing An Accaiint
the Manners, Customs of the Natives with a Desorippf the Country Natives with a
Geographical Description of the Countrjdsondon, 1800.

% Clement DowningA Compendious History of the Indian Wars; With Acdunt of the

Rise, Progress, Strength and Forces of Angria tyrate London, 1737.

C.U. Aitchison (ed.),Treaties, Engagements and Sanads Relating to |adid

Neighbouring Countriesd/ol. X, Calcutta, 1864.

William Logan (ed.),A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and other ePajof

Importance Relating to British Affairs in Malabaalicut, 1879.

31 Jacob Canter Visscheretters from MalabarMadras, 1862.

% A Galletti (ed.)The Dutch in MalabariMadras, 1911.

29

30
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other regional libraries of Tellicherry. The infoatron from internet were

also used.

An analytical and empirical method, supported bydescriptive
approach is followed in the dissertation. Critieadalyses of the collected
primary and secondary materials are undertaken &kemthe study
meaningful. The work is divided into chapters whiochve been serially
numbered. The footnotes are given in one set ofenals for each chapter.
The footnotes of the page is given at the footawfhepage corresponding to
the footnote numbers in the text, providing theadgtof authority for the
consulting sources, authority for the statementspassage quoted, and
explanations in the text. The information suppletmgnthe study is given as
Appendices. A standard bibliography is attachetheend of thesis arranged

into primary and secondary sources on the basafpbBbetical order.
Review of Literature

A number of works related to the subject mattethaf present study,
written both by foreign and native scholars arelabée for the study. Several
books and articles on various aspects of Malabaletduring the period under
study are consulted to elicit evidences for thelwturhough many general
works on the English East India Company in Indearailable, only a few of

them discuss matters related to the Tellicherryofgc

Establishment of British Power in Malabar (1664-2Y,9written by N.
Rajendraf® is one of the major works which deals with thegiriand
development of English East India Company in MalaBar the completion
of this work the author mainly depended upon thegliSh East India
Company records of Surat and Tellicherry factodyisTwork gives a detailed

description of the origin of English factories aliCut, Tellicherry and other

¥ N. RajendranEstablishment of British Power in Malahakllahabad, 1979.
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factories in Malabar. The work begins with the bshment of English
factory at Calicut in 1664 and ends with the transif Malabar from the
Bombay presidency to Madras. The author discuskedestablishment of
early factories like Calicut, Valapattanam and Diapattanam. It also deals
with the Company’s conflict with other European @os/and local rulers of
Malabar. The Canarese and Mysorian invasion of Maland its impact also
received attention in this work. Above all the waliscussed the process of
consolidation of political power of English CompamyMalabar. The study
provides an overall picture of the matters relatedthe establishment of
British power in Malabar in a time frame of 140 gealhe main activity of

the Company in the region received only a supaificeatment in the study.

The History of Tellicherry Factorpy K.K.N. Kurup?* discusses the
establishment of English factory at Tellicherry rfrothe earliest period
extended up to the year 1794. The work deals wighhistorical and political
background relating to the Tellicherry factory. #iso describes the
relationship between the factory and local rulefsMalabar. The author
examines the fight between the English and thed¥rdor procuring pepper
and its impact on its prices. The author statesth®continuous attack of the
Canarese in 1730’s, the wars between the Englidi-aench companies and
Mysorean wars led to the disintegration of Kolathadum He also states that
the factory had significant role in the colonialparsion of the English
leading to the acquisition of political power in Mbar in the end of
eighteenth century. The thrust of the work wastmfactory administration
and other activities and its impact on society amiture. However, this work
helped considerably in understanding the politarad social implications of

the company administration on Malabar. In addittonthis work, he has

¥ K.K.N. Kurup History of Tellicherry FactoryCalicut, 1986.
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contributed a number of articles relating to thévaees of the English East

India Company which are valuable to the presertystu

Malabar in Asian Trade 1740-1806f Ashin Das Gupt& was an
attempt to locate Malabar in the broader framewairkhe Asian trade. The
author analyzes the English and Dutch companiadetin Malabar with the
support of the factory records of the two companrigsas examined the trade
centers, merchant community and their activitieMalabar Coast. It helps to
know about the trading centers and the merchantragnities in the Malabar
Coast. This work covers the period between 1740 B8@0. The study
attached more importance to the Dutch trade in {Dattan northern parts of
Malabar including Calicut and Tellicherry. Thoughmetauthor gives some
details of Tellicherry merchants including ChattGbetty, Muccolly Paqui
and Combem Allippy, he was unable to locate therwtherchants who were
equally significant like Suamy Putturah, a printipgerchant at Calicut and
‘bazaar merchants’ of Tellicherry. Moreover, theipeé covered by the study

begins from the year 1740 and is a general studlyeoMalabar Coast.

Malabar Manualis a work by William Logaif in three volumes. It is
an official administrative report of British in Madar. The first volume gives
a detailed description of the social, economic oidical system of Malabar.
The author gives a vivid account of the affairdMElabar from his extensive
knowledge and through acquaintance of the Malabhadeals with the
geography, roads, port and rivers of Malabar. Thiha also discusses the
revenue administration and tenancy system whicktediin Malabar at that
time. The early history of Malabar including therfaguese, the Dutch and
conflict for monopoly of trade, the Canarese wdre,Mysorean invasion and

the growth of English Company are also discusséeé. Work gives the clear

% Ashin Das Guptaylalabar in Asian Trade, 1740-1800ondon, 1967.
% william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit.
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picture of Tellicherry factory, and other mattefdvalabar are well supported
by Tellicherry factory records from 1725 and otkhecumentary evidences.
The study is designed as a general course on skayiof Malabar based on

original sources.

From Contact to Conquest: Transition to British &uh Malabar
1790-18050f Margarat Fren2’ provides a new perspective to the transition
from pre colonial to colonial rule in late "L&entury on Malabar. The work
also examines the period of the Portuguese, thelDtlie French, the English
and the Mysoreans in Malabar. It has provided fieplts relating to ports,
rivers and trade routes in Malabar. The study coinaeed on the
developments of the period between 1790- 1805 tbstantiate her

arguments.

In addition to these, some other works also giveew details on
Tellicherry factory and English Company trade. Thegrks were also able
to provide some knowledge on the early history eflidherry factory.The
English Factoriesn India by Charles FawceftandThe English Factories in
India by William Fostet® are two significant works on the activities of the
English East India Company in India. These worksuéed on the early
English factories in Malabar. Besides, the autlgive a clear picture of the
beginning of trade in Tellicherry under the Freifitdst India Company. The
work also gave a clear evidence of beginning of lEhgfactory in
Tellicherry. Annals of the Honorable East India CompasfyJohn Bruc® is
another valuable work on the early history of Eslglin India. It contains

clear references to the English factory at TellicheJohn Bruce was an

3" Margaret FrenzFrom Contact to Conquest: Transition to British &uih Malabar

1790-1805New Delhi, 2003.

Charles FawcetOp. cit.

% Wwilliam Foster,The English Factories in Indj@xford, 1923.

40 John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compaxyl. I- 1l, London, 1810.
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official historian of the English East India Compgaand therefore he was able

to consult large number of valuable data on thdiEim@ompany.

Trading world of Asia and the English East Indiangmany, 1660-
17600f K.N.Chaudhuri, is one of the significant woiks the activities of the
English Company in India. This work discusses thegmms, policies,
actions, relations between the natives of AsiataedEnglish Company, etc.,
but then too, there is scope for empirically ormehtregional narratives
informed of the universal paradigms. Moreover, i€arry received only a

marginal attention which catered to the generahthef the study.

Seaport and Hinterland§ written by A.J. Sergent is one of the earliest
works that discussed the relation between the pand hinterlands. It
discussed various theoretical aspects related tds,pdinterlands and
forelands. It deals with different types of PortsdaHinterlands. He had
attempted the categorization of hinterlands basethe nature and available
commodity in the given locality. He argues that thevival of the ports
depends upon nature and available resources ¢fitkerlands. He has stated
that the products of the hinterlands had a conalderimpact upon the
development of the port. The work deals with hilsted products and its
influence to the development of pofthe Economics of Sea Transpaoit
Carlen O’ Louglin?® is another valuable study on this area. The work

discusses the sea transport on different partseoitorld.

In addition to these works, the Tellicherry factaryd its trade formed
the theme of discussion of a few doctoral dissiertat Trade and Politics in
Eighteenth Century Malab&tby Bonaventure Swai is a thesis submitted to

the University of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. Itassidered as one of the

*1 AJ. SargentSeaport and Hinterlandg,ondon, 1938.

2 Carlen O’ LoughlinThe Economics of Sea Transpdmndon, 1967.

*3 Bonaventure Swai, “Trade and Politics in Eightee@entury Malabar’, Unpublished
Ph.D. Thesis, University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzar@@9.
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most valuable theoretical works on the English Canyptrade in Tellicherry
and provides valuable information on Tellicherrgttay. The work deals
with the eighteenth century political and econochewelopment of Malabar.

It throws light on the hinterlands, indigenous nimts and Company trade.
The author presents the study as a debate on tlgéisliEnmercantilist
imperialism in India.The East India Company and the Principal Rajas of
Malabar (1708-1805F doctoral dissertation submitted to University of
Calicut by A. Yeshuratnam discuss the English Camijsarelations with the
rajas and other related activities of Company irlaidar. These two doctoral

thesis have provided useful information to the en¢svork.
Design of the Study

Apart from the Introduction and Conclusion, thesisds divided into
six chapters. The introductory chapter attemptsitoate the theme of the
study against the backdrop of the pepper polititsaiglobal context. An
attempt is made here to understand the relevantieeoéxploration into the
intricacies of the trading activities of the Engli€ast India Company in
Tellicherry. The strategy employed by the Compangnabling it to acquire
a dominant position in the Malabar Coast is alseemisufficient attention.
The introduction is also providing details on tleurges and methodology
followed in the study, review of the existing ligure relevant to the area of

study and aims and objectives of the study.

The first chapter is entitled “Situating the Tellerry Factory.” This
chapter gives an overview of the historical backgbof Tellicherry factory
including the political and economic structurestué times. The first part of
the chapter deals with the origin of Tellicherrgttay and fort, early troubles
and early trade of the Company. The next part isf thapter discussed the

competition of European companies with the arrofalhe French East India

* A. YeshuratnamOp. cit.
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Company at Mahe. It also gives an overview of ttaeld and politics of
Tellicherry that covered the whole period of thisdy. The Anglo- French
wars, Canarese invasion of Kolathunadu, internaiggles in Kolathunadu,
Austrian Succession war and its effect on Compaaget etc. are also
included in this chapter. An attempt is also maddiscuss the agreements of

the English Company with the French Company andl IBajas of Malabar.

The second chapter “Merchandise, Trade Routes atidr® of Trade
in the Hinterland” discusses the matters relatethétheoretical aspects of
ports and hinterlands. The formation of port anutdriand of Tellicherry are
discussed in the first part of this chapter. Thigollowed by an examination
of the hinterlands of Tellicherry and its implicais upon the growth of
Tellicherry as a trade centre. The third part a$ tthapter deals with the
hinterland markets and hinterland merchandises adlicherry. The fourth
part of this chapter discusses the inland tradéesoand modes of transport.
The fifth part deals with the exchange systems infehlands, cultivators,

inland merchants etc.

The third chapter “Indigenous Pepper Merchants #wedCompany”
discusses the role of merchants in the developwientllicherry settlement.
This chapter also addresses the issues relatéd tmérchants of Malabar of
pre- British Tellicherry. The main thrust of thisiapter is focused on the
English East India Company pepper trade with ingigess merchants of
Tellicherry and adjacent areas of Valapattanamiayaim and Kadathanad. It
also tries to study the role of principal pepperchants in detail. The English
Company depended on one principal merchant and wioghe time the
Company bought commodities from him. It also disessthe origin of the
bazaar merchants, the group of merchants settléelitherry market being
the principal pepper merchants of Compaltyis chapter tries to highlight the

relevance of pepper in the shaping of Tellichersy important trading
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settlement of Malabar. It also examines the inengagrices of pepper which
was attributed to the competition of English ane&rieéh Companies. An
attempt is also made in this chapter to understheddifferent mechanism

followed by the English Company to increase theifipin the pepper trade.

The fourth chapter is entitled “The Company andedtierchants.”
This chapter discusses the Company’s purchaseppigpdrom the merchants
of Calicut and Honovar. Naturally, this chapter hadliscuss the Company’s
pepper contracts with Hur Comoty, the principalragg Honovar and Suamy
Putturah, the principal agent at Calicut in def&lile third part of this chapter
deals with Company’s trade relation with the Coami@rchant Ezekiel Raby.
The fourth part of this chapter discusses the caoma merchants of
Tellicherry and their contracts with the CompankeTast part of this chapter
is devoted to the discussion of the sandalwood agrts and their trade

relations with the Company.

The fifth chapter “Trade Relations with Other MaKe tries to
discusses theoretically the relation of Tellichewyh other markets of the
world. This chapter tries to elaborate the shippiaglities of the English
East India Company and seasons of shipping. It@sbains a discussion of
the overseas and coastal trade routes from Teffighe different markets of
the world. An effort is made here to discuss thparhand export relation of

Tellicherry with the different markets of world.

The sixth chapter “Tellicherry Factory at its Heigtreflects upon the
changes that the city of Tellicherry underwent viita commencement of the
English trade. This chapter deals with the develpmof bazaar of
Tellicherry including the fort, factory, shops, whouses, hospital facilities,
arrack farm and all other matters. It also trieaddress the monetary system
that prevailed in Tellicherry, including the indigmus and European coins

that enjoyed legal tender in Tellicherry. This deaalso refers to the systems

19



of money exchange, money lending, and weights asalsares that existed at

Tellicherry at that time.

The concluding part is a critical engagement of ¥heous themes
discussed in the study. It tries to reflect upamitsues behind the selection of
Tellicherry for the establishment of the factorie trelation between the
indigenous merchants and Company, the nature of tthée practices
followed, the trade routes and the internal ancereel markets and the

structural transformation of the city.
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CHAPTER 1

SITUATING THE TELLICHERRY FACTORY

Arun Thomas M. “Merchants,markets and merchandise: Strategy of
english east India company trade in tellicherry 1725-1750” Thesis.
Department of History, University of Calicut, 2015.



CHAPTER I
SITUATING THE TELLICHERRY FACTORY

Malabar, lying on the southwestern coast of thaamadubcontinent,
well-known for spices, maintained relations witle tforeign countries from
ancient time onwards. The renowned English histofRobert Orme has
referred to spices of Malabar as “one of the powenfeapons attracted the
traders to Malabar” The Periplus of the Erethrean Seaf unnamed
authorship,Natural History of Pliny andGeographyof Ptolemy are foreign
accounts which mention this prosperous trade. Thend&s listed pepper
among the most precious things along with metalhe Sangam works
Akananury Purananuruand Patittupathurefer to the Greco-Roman trade in
Malabar. A verse in thdkananoorurefers to the thriving town of Muziris,
where the beautiful large ships of Yevanas, brigginld come splashing the
white foam in the waters of Periyar which belongsthie Chera King and
returns laden with Pepp&Paranar recorded the brisk trade of pepper carried

out at the port of Muziri8.

Malabar had trade relations with the Chinese.étgthrough the Bto

15" centuries. Medieval Arab traveller Sulayman says, “Chinesipsicame

Robert Orme,History of Military Transactions of the British Nab in Indostan
London, 1773, p. 7.

The importance of pepper is shown in the everhAlin 408-409. In the year, Alaric
attacked and destroyed Rome. That it continuedgh bsteem is shown by the terms
offered by Alaric for raising the siege of Rome. ¢hamanded 3000 Ib. weight of pepper
along with precious metals. In 451 AD, when Atitwaded Rome, he also demanded
pepper; See for more details, Edward Gibbbime History of Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empireyol. I, New York, 1962, pp. 271-272.

N.P. Viswanathan NaiAkananoorumal.), 149, 7: 11, Vol. 2, 1983, p. 397.

See for details, V.R. Parameswaran Pillai (eByrananooru(mal.), 343, Thrissur,
1969, p. 445.

Richard W. Frank and Barbare H. Chasin (ed&)ala Development through Radical
ReformsNew Delhi, 1999, p. 51.
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to Kollam and one thousand dirhams were collectechfeach of them®
Unniyaticharitam and Unnunilisandesam are two indigenous works
containing references to tHehinese contact with Malab&rThe Venetian
traveller Marco Polo mentioned that Malabar produtage quantities of
pepper and gingérGracid Orta, emphasized that, “there was greatadem
for the pepper of Malabar.Wang-Ta-Yuan, a contemporary of lbn Batutha,
while writing about Ezhimala Kingdom, stated thtte ground was poor but
provided the best pepper in MalabadtThe Arabs called this land ‘biladun
ful ful’ (or land of pepper). The Arabs acted asermediaries of trade
between the Europe and the East in the medievalodgeWwith the
establishment of the European power in Malabar Cahe Arab trade

declined.

The coming of Vasco da Gama opened a new epocherfeas trade
in Malabar. It witnessed the drastic changes ihooks of Europeans on the
East. It led to the commercial competition betwéle® Western European
powers in Malabar. The first European factory inlbbar was established in
1505 at Cannanore by the Portuguese. The Européznest in the East was
on merchandises like cotton, silk, opium and spiedsch were abundant in
the hinterlands of eastern countries. Thus, lotsEafopean settlements
established in Malabar Coast, were maintained pafly in order that
pepper and spices on which the profit was veryelargght be collected for
the European markets. Merchandises of Malabar ha&at gdemand in

European markets because of its good quality. Timsd spices for food

® S. Muhammad Husayn NainaArab Geographers’ Knowledge of Southern India,

University of Madras, 1942, p. 45.

M.R. Raghava Varier, “Socio-Economic Structure”R.J. Cherian (ed.Rerspectives
on Kerala History,Trivandrum, Vol. I, 1999, p. 107.

8 William Marsden (ed.)The Travels of Marco PoJd.ondon, 1818, p. 684.

® M.R. Raghava Variefp. cit.,p. 105.

Hsiai-Li, Wang-Ta-Yuan in Rock-hilCited in Genevieve BouchoRegent of the Sea:
Cannanore’s Response to Portuguese Expansion 1528 Delhi, 1988, p. 4.
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preparation, perfumes, and rituals. Pepper was ad gmgredient for

preservation of meat in the cold seasons for thefaan society. The amount
of pepper collected by different companies variadle basis of its demands
and their relation with the native rulers, from whahey obtained spices at

rates much below the market prices.

C.J. Hamilton wrote, “The pepper and spices of dndnd the East
Indian Islands can scarcely be regarded as obpgfctgreat value, or as
constituting great wealth, in the East itself. Bditile eastern spices could be
purchased for a few pence per pound in the cowntriewhich they were
grown, they could often be sold for twice as manilisgs per pound in the
16" and 17" centuries. A few cargoes of pepper and cloves wexée to pay
the whole cost of a trading expedition with a hamds profit into the
bargain.™ The principal export of the European companiessisbed of
pepper and other spices in which the margin betwleewost price in the east
and the selling price in European markets weraaafft to yield great profit.
Therefore, the European companies tried to eshaltheir settlements at
strategically significant places and signed agredseith local rulers. The
local rulers also tried to make alliance with therdpean companies. They
thought that the European companies’ alliance wdwdlp them during the
times of war with other rajas. In addition, the &uean companies provided
them with weapons, gunpowder and other presentthisncontext, the rajas
of the Malabar invited European companies to dtade centers in their

territories.
Political Situation of M alabar

The political situation in Malabar was highly vutable due to the

disintegrated kingdoms. There were four major digeasin this coast. In

1 C.J. Hamilton,The Trade Relations Between England and India (268%5), Delhi,
1975, p. 8.
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addition to this, large number of small kingdomdsted in the Malabar
Coast. Calicut was the most powerful dynasty ind@at ruled by Zamorin
Raja. Cochin and Travancore were the other two piolvestates of
southwestern coast of India. In the northern pairtdlalabar was Kolathunad
ruled by the Kolathiri Raja. Kolathunad was theddying between Perumba
River in the north and Puthupattanam River in theatls. Nevertheless, at the
time of establishing the Tellicherry factory, theol&thiri Kingdom was
broken up into large number of petty principalitidherefore, the territory
ruled directly by the Kolathiri was comparativelynall.'? The executive
power was divided among the five male members, the. Kolathiri, the
Thekkelamkur (Southern Regent), the Vadakkelamkiarthern Regent), the
Nalamkur (Fourth) and the Anjamkur (Fifth).

The Kolathiri was the major power centre of the ifgnwho had
control over the middle part of Kolathunad. Sinc&Qs, the English East
India Company records call him Chirakkal Raja argtarritory was known
as Chirakkal. The Thekkelamkur had separate chargiee southern part of
the kingdom with its headquarters at Puthupattaoarthe Kotta River. The
Vadakkelamkur Raja ruled the northern territorie&olathunad. During the
arrival of the English at Tellicherry, the Vadakkelkur Raja was the de-facto
ruler of Kolathunad. He provided permission to EsiglEast India Company
to establish a factory at Tellicherry. The Nalamkmd Anjamkur remained
constantly attended on the Kolathiri himself in ksurt and rendered him

assistance in times of ne¥d.

12 Gabriel DellonA Voyage to the East Indidsondon, 1698, p. 2; See for further details,
William Logan, Malabar Manual New Delhi, 2000, pp. 345-346; K.P. Padmanabhaba
Menon,History of Kerala Vol. Il, New Delhi, 1983, p. 203.

C.U. Aitchison (ed.),Treaties, Engagements and Sanads Relating to lmadlid
Neighbouring Countriesd/ol. X, Calcutta, 1864, p. 16; William Loga®p. cit, p. 346.

14 K.P. Padmanabhaba Men@®p. cit.,p. 205.
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Alexander Hamilton gives an account of disruptidnKmlathunad.
According to him, “About the year 1680, there wHnee princes of the blood
royal who conspired to cut him (the reigning Pritd@nithiri) and his family
off, to possess themselves of the Government ofisGak (Kolattiri); but
being detected, they were beheaded on altars dfustone. About two miles
from Cannanore, the altars were standing, whensl thare. They were only
square piles of hewn stone, almost three yards high four yards each
side.”” The Dutch administrator, Julius Valentijn Stein nv&ollenesse,
wrote: “it has been so much ruined by internal ehssons and wars that this
country, formerly so powerful, is no longer a chiehgdom except in

name.*®

Due to the fragmentation of the kingdom, there g®dra number of
semi-independent states within the boundaries datanad. Francis Day
noted the fragmented rival states of Kolathunadaasagonistic states.’
They were Kottayam, Kadathanad, Iruvazhinadu (linedu), Randathara
and Ali Rajas of Cannanore. Cotiote or Cotata ubgdEuropeans for
Kottayam, was under Puranad (foreign) Raja’s. TlgaRf Kottayam was
one of the first rulers to enter into agreementhwiinglish Company.
Kadathanad was another semi-independent territbriKadathunad, lying
between Mahe and Kotta River. It was under thesglction of the
Tekkelamkur or second ‘Rajasthanam’ of the KolatffiThe early European

records call it as ‘Boyanore’ or ‘Kadathuvayanadidja of Kadathanad was

15 Alexander HamiltonA New Account of the East Indial. |, Edinburgh, 1727, p. 295:
William Logan,Op. cit, p. 347; K.P. Padmanabhaba MerOp,cit.,p. 205.

16 A, Galletti, The Dutch in MalabarMadras, 1911, p. 66.

" Francis DayThe Land of the Permals or Cochin, its Past andsEn¢ Madras, 1863, p.

179; The various segments of Kolathunad perfornuedtfons similar to those of their

superiors but on a smaller scale. See for details,A. Krishna Ayer, “Lectures on

Enthurdogy”, Calccutta, 1925, Cited in BonaventiBeai, “From Kolattunad to

Chirakkal: British Merchant Capital and the Hingardl of Tellicherry, 1694- 1766” in

Journal Studies in Historyvol. I, No. I, January-June 1985, p. 91.

William Logan,Op. cit, p. 643.
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known as ‘Boyanore Raja’ (Vazhunnor). So the Euampaccounts denote
him as ‘Boyanore of Bargara’ (Vadakara). Ali Rajasva Mappila ruler,
known as ‘Azhi Raja’ (raja of the sea). He had aalénterritory in
Cannanoré? He reigned over Dharmapattanam (Dharmadam) Isthadd
Lakshadweep IslandSHe became an independent ruler in the beginning of

18" century and played an important role in the dispuh Kolathunad.

Randathara or Poyanadu was under the Achanmartse$at which
consisted of four houses of the Nambiars. It wasnésly an area under
Kolathiri Raja and included the places known asafaigkandy, Edakkad,
Chembilod, Eruveri, Makreri, Mavila and Muzhappimdu?? Iruvazhinadu
was ruled by six houses of Nambiars and by one éehaiisNairs. The six
Nambiars were Kunnumal, Chandroth, Kilakkedath, Karath, Narangoli
and Kariyad. The Kurungoth was also a part of thgimal territory of
Iruvazhinadu. Its ruler was called Kurungoth NZiGradually Kurungoth

increased its power and got separated from Iruwnazii.

The political condition of Kolathunad was conducit@@ European
mercantile ambitions. It had been so much ruinedhtgrnal dissensions and
wars that enabled European trading compatfigsthis context, Kolathunad
became the main focal point of European compar@ssequently, the
coastal areas of the region were visited by langmber of foreign ships in

search of fortune. As a result, the region witndsselonial competition

9 bid., p. 345.

2 Dharmapattanam or Dhammapattanam, it means ‘thee pof Charity’, and Island
formed by the junction of the Tellicherry and Argkkandy rivers north of Tellicherry.
See for details, S. Muhammad Husayn Nain@p. cit, p. 32; M.P. Kumaran,
Kolothupazhamdmal.), Trissur, 1998, p. 30.

2L See for details, C.U. Aitchiso@®p. cit, p. 17.

22 William Logan, Op. cit., p. 634; The Randathara Achanmars were vassals eof th

Kolathunad whose Raj was segmented both politic@lyvell as economically. See for

details, Bonaventure Swa&p. cit, p. 91.

William Logan,Op. cit.,p. 638.

24 Lakshmi Subramaniamjistory of India: 1707- 185MNew Delhi, 2010, p. 39.
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between the Western European powers, especiaffyDthch, the French and
the English. In this context, they tried to collectore pepper through
agreements with local rajas. The companies and i@aasionally changed
their allegiance to earn more profits. The retufnEaropean export was
mainly in customs duty and gold, silver, iron, lethth and other precious
goods to local rajas. In addition, the local rajaseived weapons and

gunpowder for use of war against other rajas armdfaan enemies.
Beginning of Commer cial Competition

The Portuguese established trade centers in diffgrarts of coastal
areas of Malabar and kept those settlements ingtibeginning of the second
half of 17" century. In the beginning of f7century, the Dutch and the
English tried to establish their permanent tradiegters in the region. The
English East India Company, formed mainly for Easteade, was the first to
go to Indonesian Islands, which was famous for peppd other spices. They
discovered that the products of Indonesian Islandald be profitably
exchanged for the cotton cloths of India. Therefdiey devoted their
principal attention to the development of tradenwitdia®® The English faced
commercial competition from the Dutch and this fiypéed to the withdrawal
of the English from the Indonesian Islands. Tharefahe rivalry between
these two powers in India became very intefidggke Spice Islands, here also
the English faced severe threats from the Dutch g2om. The English
succeeded in opening trade with Surat in 1612, wheyn were well received

by the native merchants.

Robert Orme blamed Indians for producing such bkdhwpices to

attract the foreigners and lure them into Indiadér. In addition, the spirit of

% C.J. HamiltonQp. cit.,pp. 15-16.
% Leena MoreEnglish East India Company and Local Rulers imata A Case Study of
Attingal and TravancoreTellicherry, 2003, p. 22.
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the English awakening was kindled by the successfuimercial attempts of
the predecessors like the Portuguese and the Dotdhe 1% and 16
centuries’’ When the English traders sought to establish ngadienters in
India, they faced opposition from the Portuguesaweler, in 1612, in a ‘Sea
off Swally’ the English succeeded in routing thepponents. In the year of
this victory, the English Company established factat Surat, the first
English settlement in India. Then they signed areament with the local
Governor, which permitted liberty of trade in thertp with further liberty of
trade to settle factories at Cambay, Ahmedabad Gogo?® The English
entered into a treaty with the Portuguese in 1&35he Malabar Coast, at
Cochin. As a result, pepper was exported by the Englislecty from
Malabar for the first timé? At the same time, the Surat factory of English

sent ships to the Malabar to procure pepper ardhoawm occasionally.

In 1654, the English and the Dutch signed treaty\Vééstminster’,
which resulted in peace between the two compahiessulted in a temporary
reduction of hostilities in Indian Ocean betweea #rmed merchantmen of
these two compani€S According to the treaty, the English obey the Butc
dominancy in archipelago and in return, the Dutbbyothe dominancy of the
English in India. Both parties accepted each osheuperiority and self-
determination in the Eastern trade. The same ykar BEnglish signed
‘Cromwell’s’ treaty with Portuguese which allowdtktEnglish ships to trade
with any Portuguese settlements in the East Indlds. fact, this treaty

sounded the death knell of Portuguese dominandedia and other Indian

*’ Robert OrmeQp. cit, p. 8.

% C.J. HamiltonOp. cit.,p. 16.

2 gSee for details, William FosteThe English Factories in India 1634-1630xford,
1911, p. 148; M.J. Kosh¥ncyclopedia of IndiaVol. XX, New Delhi, 1994, p. 59; It
was noted by Logan, that some British merchantsnse® have settled in Cochin
probably in 1635. See for details, William Log&p. cit.,p. 335.

% . J. HamiltonQp. cit, p. 36.

3 bid.
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Ocean settlements. These treaties helped conslgéhabfuture expansion of

the English power in the region of Indian Ocean.

In 1663, forts at Cannanore and Cochin came intohiéinds of the
Dutch Company from the Portugue$&hortly afterwards, the Kolathiri Raja
made a treaty of peace and friendship with the Ibared later a commercial
treaty was executed. The Dutch maintained goodioekwith the Ali Raja,
which made it possible for them to resist the hibstof the Kolathiri®® In
addition to this, the Dutch had one trade centr€aicut. At the same time,
the English led number of attempts to establishaetofy at Zamorin’s
country. Accordingly, in 1664, Surat Council of Hef sent two persons,
Charles Smeato and Robert Barber to Calicut orintvigation of Zamorirt*
Consequent to this visit, Zamorin permitted the lishgto construct a factory
at Calicut. In 1699, he allowed the Company to cedthe duty of pepper
from 10 fanam to 2% fanam per carfdyfter the reduction, the Zamorin
showed special consideration towards the English gave them more

privileges.

The English presence at Calicut invited hostiditifrom the Dutch.
The two nations were at war in Europe and obviquslis affected their
relations in India too. The Zamorin permitted theglish to engage in trade at
Calicut on the payment of a fixed rate of custortydiihe factory at Calicut
might have thought of procuring 100 tons of pepaenually*® They were
searching for another friendly port to expand tlide. Meanwhile, the Surat

Council received an invitation from Kolathiri Raja start a factory at his

% See for details, A. GallettiOp. cit; P.C. Allexander,The Dutch in Malabar
Annamalainagar, 1946; Francis D&p. cit, pp. 120-121.

% A. Galletti,Op. cit.,p. 143.

% Wwilliam Foster The English Factories in India 1661-1662xford, 1923, p. 357.

% william Logan (ed.),A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Other ePapof
Importance Relating to British Affairs in Malabénereafter Treaties), Calicut, 1879,
No. II, p. 1.

% william Foster The English Factories in India 1665-1669xford, 1923, p. 116.
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territory. Consequently, the English officials ¥l a number of coastal spots
in Kolathunad. Finally, in 1669, they obtained pession to establish a trade
centre at Kottakkunnu on the bank of ValapattanaveiR Alexander Grigby
had the leading role in negotiation with Kolathior establishing a trading
centre in his dominio’ The Dutch opposition to the English settlement in
Kolathunad was ineffective as the Prince of Kolatul supported the
English. The customs duty of 2% percent and ansufadidy of 200 Venetian

sequins were paid by them to the prifite.

The English factory at Valapattanam was situatezl moile away from
sea. John Fryer says that, “it is walled aroundhieyEnglish with mud, except
the two round points towards the land; whole fodiots and bastions are of
stone. The fort is a Tetragon from corner to cafigm 1670, the French
Company also opened factory at Valapattanam. Dellentioned the English
residency at Valapattanam was not safe; the tig@nse in at night. Once, a
tiger killed 3 English peopl& At the same instance, the English reported to
their Surat Council that some Moors (Mappilas)drie prevent the purchase
of pepper from Valapattanafi.In this situation, in 1673, Aungier, the
President of English Council at Surat, suggested ithwas better to close
down the factory at Valapattanam. At last, in 16#& English Company
decided to vacate the Valapattanam fact6fyThen, they went to
Dharmapattanam, which was geographically betten ttiee other areas.
However, they did not make it a permanent tradiegter due to some
reasons. At Dharmapattanam the English Companys daiged attack from

3 Ibid.

¥ K.K.N. Kurup, History of Tellicherry FactoryCalicut, 1986, p. 41.

39 John FryerNew Account of East India and Persindon, 1698, p. 57.

0" Gabriel DellonOp. cit, p. 78; John Fryer mentions that as hares, valtd tigers, and
wild elephants, were dreaded by travellers of #nesa. See for details, John Fry@p.
cit., p. 56.

*1 SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Council,J2dy 1670, Cited in Charles Fawcett,

The English Factories in Indja/ol. 1ll, London, 1954, p. 395.

Charles FawcetOp. cit.,p. 395.
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Malabar pirate$® Another major problem was the dispute over owriprsh

Dharmapattanam between rajas of Kolathuffad.

Dharmapattanam had suitable geographical featorestablish a fine
international seaport with the presence of tworavéherefore, it was easy to
transport hinterland goods to the port. There wem@ major inland routes
that begin from the Western Ghats to Dharmapattafidw@ documents of the
16" century refer to the import of Persian horsedis port, which were later
transported to Vijayanagara through land routeg medieval travellers lbn
Battutha and Diminshgi noted it as ‘DahfattdhThe Arabs and the Chinese
traders had trade contacts with this §itnh 16" century, Barbosa mentioned
of a prosperous and powerful ‘Moorish’ town ‘Trenatiam’ as the last place
which the king of Cannanore (Kolathiri) held agaialicut®’ This town

‘Tremopattam’ had been identified as Dharmapattanam

Another Portuguese traveller, Tome Pires mentidghad “inland and
upriver from these Moorish strongholds is the lackkd trading centre called
Kottayam.”® It was a prosperous hinterland of Kolathunad,anet as a
connecting point of major land routes of countryomie Pires states that

“‘Cannanore is the major port under Kolathiri, othgrorts like

*3 Malabar Pirates were a threat of travellers dmigssin Malabar coasts. They were

mainly settled in Kota River, Dharmapattanam, Vattgnam etc. These were Moors

settlements. In December 1682, Mitchell, the nevieCaf Calicut, was dangerously

wounded by pirates. This is one of the referennake records of this period. See for

details, SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Gilurl0 February 1683, Cited in

Charles FawcettDp. cit., p. 395; See for more details, John Fry@p. cit., p. 55;

Gabriel DellonOp. cit, p. 120; Abbe Carrélhe Travellers of Abbe Carre in India and

Near East: 1672 to 1674£d. by Charles Fawcett, Vol. Ill, London, 1948701.

See for details, William LogaMalabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 364.

S. Muhammad Husayn Nain&p. cit.,pp. 30, 32.

Genevieve Bouche@p. cit, p. 20.

*”M.L. Dames;The Boooks of Duarte Barbgs#ol. |, Delhi, 1989, p. 82.

*®  Armando Cartesao (edJhe Suma Orientaif Tome Pires and the Book$ Francisco
Rodriguezyol. I, New Delhi, 1990, p. 20.
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Dharmapattanam, have no more significarféélhe reason for these changes
was the incident in 1525, in which, with the ordéiKolathiri the Portuguese
burned Dharmapattanam port and its warehousesrasfiheir anti-Muslim
activities. However, Dharmapattanam was sustaisesl good strategic point.

So the native rajas tried to keep it under thein @antrol.
French Factory at Tellicherry

Like other maritime powers, the French people hadnbsufficiently
attracted to the trade with the Eastern world.864., the French ‘Compagnie
des Indes’ was formed. In 1668, they establishechtSiactory, the first
French factory in Indid’ In 1670, the French East India Company established
two trading centers; one at Valapattanam and theraat Dharmapattanam
situated in the territory of Kolathiri. In 1671 glrrench arrived at Tellicherry
and selected it as their trading center. Abbe Camate that, “In 1670 the
French launched a factory at Balipattanam and Dapattanam the next year
they established another settlement at Tellichetrfthe major reason for
vacating Valapattanam was said to be its long ncgtdrom sea coast. Gabriel
Dellon had the credit of shifting factory from Vpkttanam to Tellicherry. It
was mentioned by Robert Orme Historical Fragments of the Mughal
Empire that, “Bailepatan (Valapattanam) was inconvenmmtaccount of its
distance from the sea; so as a further token af finetection and friendship.
The French Council at Surat appointed and orderyddrt Dellon to remove
the French factory at Valapattanam to Tellichelythe beginning of 1670,
Dellon reached Tellicherry from Surat and then $ialdished a house here in
the month of June>® Dellon mentioned in his travel accounts, that ‘veéng

seated at Batiepatan, in place where we wantadaiher of conveniency, by

9 bid.

' G.B. MallesonHistory of the French in IndjaDelhi, 1986, p. 1.

*L Abbe CarreQp. cit.,p. 707.

52 Robert OrmeHistorical Fragments of the Mughal Empjrieondon, 1745, p. 174.
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reason of its distance from the sea side as sodheatvo ships called the
Strong and the Mary, had set sail in order to thegurn into France, we made
our applications to Prince Onitri, to assign usthkeomore commodious place
for our habitations, which having soon been grarigdhe means of some
presents, he himself settled us in a place call#tcAery, being part of his
own estate, situate about 4 leagues to the souBBatépatan, and two of

Cananore®

The establishment of French factory at Tellichefmghtened the
English and the Dutch companies. The English fgctGhief at Calicut
reported to Surat Director about the establishnoérd French factory near
Tellicherry and expressed his concerns over theease in the price of
pepper> The French faced much troubles from the Dutch ofgctat
Cannanore, ‘who moved heaven and earth’ to pretrentestablishment of
French factory. Now the Dutch were more powerfunthall the other
European powers in this region and with the suppbttie Arakkal Raja, they
were easily collecting hinterland goods. Howevée Kolathiri and other
princes provided the French everything possiblédtp thent® The French
authorities thought new factory at Tellicherry wasch more advantageous
for obtaining merchandise of pepper and cardamadimste was no doubt for
the selection of Tellicherry, because of its prakynoef pepper and cardamom
producing hinterlands. Dellon wrote on new settletitbat “there being not

another such a convenient place for, their purjrosiee whole Kingdom®

Abbe Carre wrote on French factory at Tellichehgtt “it has a fine

main building and big attached warehouses, whiehsduated on a high and

%3 Gabriel DellonQp. cit, pp. 117-118.

* SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Council, Ry 1670, Cited in N. Rajendran,
Establishment of British Power in Malahakllahabad, 1979, p. 30.

% H.K. Kaul (ed.)Travellers’ India an AnthologyNew Delhi, 1979p. 290.

% Gabriel DellonQp. cit.,p. 122.
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pleasant place, surrounded by great ditches likerteess. Facing the sea,
there is a large terrace, at the end of which Caryigaflag is flown in the
highest spot. On the land side there is a lovelydga which provides
vegetables all the year round. The people are elagifable and very friendly
to the French. Provisions come very cheap and unddnce. The place is
most healthy and pleasant, well peopled, and cdverih trees.®” The
seaside of Tellicherry port had a small market townhabited by
Mohametans. They had there a Mosque, which washereibuilt nor
maintained properly. On the seashore, there wererakehabitations of the
Moncovas (Muccuvas) and around it were very faomugds belonging to
some of the richest Nabers (Nambiars) of the cquiitThe French built
suitable houses and storerooms all in a fine endosituated on the best part
of the coast. It was much more advantageous fairahg merchandises, for
accommodation, and for easy access by sfiphe French built a mud fort at
Tellicherry. Dellon describes the French houseadlicherry that “there is a
house built according to the India fashion, of w@odl earth, upon a rising
ground, in the middle of an orchard, containingasetn 200 and 300 coconut
trees; and something lower there is a large endaofull of coconuts and
other fruit trees, surrounded with small ditéi.Later in the time of the
English, Alexander Hamilton mentioned that, “th@qad where the factory
now stands belonged to the French, who left the mailts of a fort built by
them, to serve the English Company when they &estled there, and for

many years they continued s3.”

" Abbe CarreQp. cit, pp. 705-706.

8 Gabriel DellonQp. cit, p. 121.

% H.K. Kaul,Op. cit.,p. 290.

0 Gabriel DellonQp. cit, p. 121; Abbe Carr@p. cit, p. 705.

1 Alexander HamiltonQp. cit, p. 296; John Pinkertoy General Collection of the East
and Most Interesting Voyages and Travels in alltBaf the WorldVol. VIII, London,
1881, p. 370.
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Due to the wars and clashes with other Europearpaaies in India,
the French Company decided to withdraw the unm@bli# settlements in
India. Therefore, the French Directors of Suratected Abbe Carre to
dissolve and leave Tellicherry factory. Abbe Cammte his resentment to
Director Guesto, impressing upon him the harm astahor that this order
would cause to the Company and to French nationekfgessed surprise
over the design in the French Directors for sendiregorder to close down
factories, which had been opened so quickly andpeesively in contrast
with the trouble, time and expense devoted by therdEuropean companies,
in order to get places for their trade in this dowf’ In this context, the
French decided to retain Tellicherry factory bugithtrade got declined

continually.

Due to the insufficiency of money the French Conya&acated a
number of factories in the western coast of Indighie last quarter of 17
century. Aniruddha Ray wrote that “due to the Ewanpwar, the position of
the French had declined in India and it appeareat the French had
abandoned their factory at Tellicheri¥. There is no doubt that the decline of
French trade was because of shortage of money.petiepremarks that the
French abandoned Tellicherry because it was totlycdslohn Bruce wrote,
“the French house at Tellicherry could not be rénto as to remove them
from that settlement® At the same time, the English Chief of Calicut
informed Surat Council that the French there wdwdde some extra expense,

they had ‘no trade’ no cash, and no goods tffefdexander Hamilton also

2 H.K. Kaul,Op. cit, p. 290.

®  Aniruddha RayThe Merchant and the State: The French in Indig&6L6739 Vol. Il
New Delhi, 2000, p. 652.

8 Charles Fawcet©p. cit, fn. 1, p. 396.

8 John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compaipl. 1, London, 1810, p.
529.

% SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Council, 88gust 1682, Cited in Charles
Fawcett,Op. cit, p. 395.
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pointed out the insufficiency of money in the Frerfactory at Calicut. He
says, “the French have a factory settled in 1698, they are not in a
condition to carry on a trade for want of money aretit.”®’ M.P. Sredharan
wrote “the French Company set up a ‘lodge’ in Gali;m 1701. Six years
earlier they had tried to set up a lodge in Te#ici with the permission of
the Kolathiri Raja, but they abandoned Tellichewlyen they obtained the
Calicut lodge from the Zamorirt® Later in the time of Francoise Martine, the
President at Surat Council (1674-1689), he senrédBaurreau, to revive the
French Tellicherry factory and he stressed the mapae of pepper trad@.

Nevertheless, he failed to restore the French fpetoTellicherry.
Establishment of English Factory

It was in April 1682, Chase and Mitchell, the twadlish Factors at
Dharmapattanam heard that the French at Tellicheady ‘fled with bag and
baggage’ on their ship President, leaving theitdigcthere unoccupied. The
two factors immediately went to the Prince of Khlatto whom the house
and ground belonged and got him to allow them toupg the premises
subject to the approval of the Surat Council of I&hgCompany’® The
English promised to pay the custom as done by tkadh at the rate of one
Venetian sequin (about Rs. 4) per candy on peflpEne Directors of the
French Council at Surat were annoyed with inocdopatf the factory. They
protested that they had no intention of givingpt they said their factors had
merely left because they all wanted to go to Fraarwe as there was no one

they could send there at the time, the place haa Ipait in charge of their

7 Alexander HamiltonQp. cit.,p. 306; John Pinkerto@p. cit, p. 374.

% M.P. Sredharan, “The French in Kerala” in P.Jei@n,Op. cit, p. 253.

" Holden FurberRival Empires of Trade in the Orient, 1600-186&w Delhi, 1999, p.
114.

0 SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to John Child, 28gast 1682, Cited in Charles Fawcett,

Op. cit, p. 395.

Charles FawceQp. cit, p. 395.
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Linguist. John Child, the English Company’s Prestdst Surat Council, gave
them a courteous reply.The French, however, said that the factory had bee
built at their expens€.Nevertheless, the French was unable to do anything

more.

The English Company had a view that the factoryldidoe useful for
purchasing good quality pepper and cardamom. Jdiild €ncouraged Chase
to stay on and continue negotiations with the KotatRaja for a constant
supply of peppef? Chase promised Child to get as much pepper, canaam
and cinnamon, at the cheapest price pos$iitewas noted by John Bruce
that, “the Presidency of Surat established a fgcrTellicherry, conceiving
that one thousand candies of pepper and cardamaht be obtained at this
port, superior in quality to those of Calicdf. Therefore, in 1683, John Child
and his Council decided to keep the Tellicherrytdac provisionally, at any
rate, so long as Bantam remained in the handseoDtiich. He informed the
Court of Directors of Company that the pepper, Wwhi@llicherry provided

was better than that obtained at Calicut and tistéoou duties were lowér.

The Court of Directors of English East India Compamas also
pleased on selection of Tellicherry. They appedoedave encouraged John
Child and other Company authorities in India tousemew trading privileges
from the native rulers of Malabar. In 1684, Johnl€Choted that the place
had proved advantageous to the Company as a ctmtrine supply of

excellent pepper as well as cardam@rim 1685, the Directors had suggested

2 Charles Fawcet©p. cit.,fn. 1, pp. 395-396.

8 SFR, Surat Consultations, 26 September 1682d @iteCharles FawcetDp. cit, p.
395,

™ \bid., p. 396.

> SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to John Child, 1Gaber 1682, Cited in Charles Fawcett,
Op. cit, p. 397.

% John BruceQp. cit, p. 511.

" Charles FawcetEp. cit.,p. 406.

" lbid., p. 415; N. Rajendra@p. cit.,p. 36.

37



improvements for the factory at TellicheffyAgain, in 1688-89, John Child
directed the Tellicherry Factors to strengthendggtthat the Company might
be certain of receiving an investment of calicqeepper and cardamorffs.
The selection of Tellicherry was a suitable altéusafor the English for their
misplaced factories of Spice Islands in Indonesihe preference of
Tellicherry had turned out beneficial for the Esgliand, later it became one

of the major English trade centers in the westeastof India.

At the same instance, the Dutch Factors at Caneaned to prevent
Tellicherry coming into the hands of the EnglistheTDutch feared the
presence of English near to them. They were alsodathat their settlement
and friendship with Kolathiri Raja and their comeial ambitions in the
Kolathunad would be affected. Thus, the Dutch s#it presents to the
Kolathiri Raja and requested him to deny Tellichdo the English, but Raja
informed the Dutch of his inability to take backs hivord® In September
1682, Chase and Mitchell reported to Surat Couhatl the Dutch were doing
everything by ‘bribes’ as well as by fair meansget the factory into their
hands® Therefore, the Surat Council provided all supportheir Factors to
keep Tellicherry factory. The English immediatelyilb a house in the
factory, on which six guns were to be mounted anelgame of ten or twelve
soldiers were to be stationed for its protectidnwés important to develop
friendship with the Kolathiri Raja, and to show tBempany’s intention of

enlarging trade in his countf§ The Kolathiri also expected them to pay the

" John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compawpl. I, London, 1810, p.
528.

8 John BruceQp. cit, Vol. Il, pp. 616-617.

8 SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Council, 88gust 1682, Cited in Charles
Fawcett,Op. cit.,p. 395.

8 |bid., 9 & 30 September 1682, 179, Cited in Charles Faw®gt cit.,p. 395.

8 John BruceQp. cit, Vol. Il, p. 529.
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same customs duty as the French did; that was enetian sequin per candy

on cardamoms and half a sequin per candy on p&pper.

As other European factories, the Tellicherry fagtalso had to face
stiff opposition from the local inhabitarftsSeveral members of the Kolathiri
family and the nearby chiefs resented the actionVatlakkelamkur in
assigning the factory site to the English. Henbe, English factory had to
face serious troubles from the local populace, @aflg the people of
Kurungothnadu. In 1704-05, one of the Princes kghan to the
Udayamangalam branch of the Kolathiri family supedrby the Kurungoth
Nair entered the Company’s warehouse at Tellichérhen, they committed
certain irregularities in the factory, which causedrious damages to

Company’s property’

The contemporary travellers also noted that theuKgoth Nair
disturbed the factory. Alexander Hamilton mentiongtht from 1703
onwards, the Company was at war with the Kurundsshr and his allies. He
noted “the fort of Tellicherry had a stone wall @nd it to keep out enemies
of the chiefs.®” Charles Lockter gives a similar account of Hamiltbat “the
people are at enmity with the English, whereforeonght to be cautious how
we venture among theni®The French Company supported Kurungoth Nair
in his war against English. In this situation, theglish was forced to build a

fort at Tellicherry. Alexander Hamilton states thie conflict was due to the

8 SFR, Letter, Calicut Factory to Surat Council, 88gust 1682, Cited in Charles
Fawcett,Op. cit.,p. 395.

% In 1689, the Court of Directors of the Englishn@many ordered the station at Attingal

to be fortified in the strongest manner. See fdaitke A Galletti,Op. cit.,p. 17; John

Bruce,Op. cit.,Vol. Il, p. 76

William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit.,p. 348.

Alexander HamiltonQp. cit, p. 297.

8 Charles LockterAn Account of the Trade in Indidondon, 1711, p. 277; Charles
Lockter, who visited Tellicherry in January 1706emtioned English factory at
Tellicherry and their prosperous trade. See forevdetails, Charles Lockte@p. cit,
pp. 274-276.
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refusal of the factory to pay the customs duesh® Kurugott Nair who
depended heavily on i But, Wiliam Logan questioned the view of
Hamilton that as the Company was so careful aotopensate the weavers

and others; they would not have omitted to paydumss to the Nait®
Fortification of Tellicherry

In this circumstances, the Company got permissoorfdrtification of
the factory from Vadakkelamkur Raja. It was report® the English
Directors that “the Raja of Tellicherry had offeredallow the Company to
take possession of that place and fortify it, exjiey that otherwise he could
no longer furnish them a proportion of pepper, frbeing unable to defend
his country.® The house site of the Poonathil Pothuval, a swéeteavers
and a hill belonging to Vallura Thangal, named Uitallaban kunnu were
selected for the fortificatiof? Under the leadership of Robert Adams, the
Chief of Tellicherrry factory made an agreementwiadakkelamkur Raja at
Thiruvangad pagoda (Sree Ramaswami Temple) on 2ugtl 7082 In the
agreement, Vadakkelamkur stated: “the fort of ThHirry has been built at
the request and entreaties made by me as a frlendcknowledge the love
and friendship which the Company bears towards ntkmay palace, | give
and take over the said fort with its limits to tBempany, where no person
shall demand, collect and plant. Our custom hou#iebw obliged to give us
what has been settledThe very establishment of factory led to the insee
in the power of English in Malabar and it helpednthto become a giant of

commercial politics in the region against the Freand the Dutch. Thus, the
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William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit.,p. 348.
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106.

40



fortification of Tellicherry became an importaniusa in the establishment of

the English supremacy in Malabar.

The English Company records states that every eodeavas made to
solve every issue harmoniously with Kurungoth Naiven though it was
unsuccessful. In 1715, the English commenced wainag Unnittiri and
Kelappan, the two local chiefs of Kurungothnadue Thctory over these
local enemies brought about the English superianityhe commercial politics
of the region. It was the base of their future sigoey of entire Malabar. It
was justified by Clement Downing that “Governor RdabAdams had some
qguarrels with the Nairs of Tellicherry; but the @owor by his own regular
conduct soon settled those disputés.In this context, Kurungoth Nair
understood and accepted the supremacy of Engligheirregion. Thus, he
signed an agreement with Robert Adams on 29 Segtebh®d9. According to
the treaty, the Nair gave full right to the Compdas collecting pepper from
Punnol and other places belonging to him, thereewer duty to be paid for
procuring pepper. He also surrendered the Maildintdhithe Company? It
was this victory of English Company that enableenthto play a foremost

role in Malabar politics.

The attempt of the French to retain their hold afliGherry was
unsuccessful. Then they obtained a number of offens local rulers of
Malabar for establishing a new trade centre. Alfidartineau wrote that, in
1701, the French got permission from the Kadathdejd for establishing a
magazine at Mahe, at the mouth of the ri/éfhe next year they got rights

for establishment of a factory at Punnol from Kamnéutty, the then

% Clement DowningA Compendious History of the Indian Wars; With acaunt of the

Rise, Progress, Strength and Forces of Angria tyrateé London, 1737, p. 23.

% william Logan,Treaties, Op. cit.No. VII, p. 3; C.U. AitchisonQp. cit.,No. XVIII, pp.
106-107; See for more details, Jonathan Duncarstdidcal Remarks on the Coast of
Malabar” inJournal Asiatic Researchegol. V, London, 1799, p. 25

9 Alfred Martineaules Origines de Mahe de Malabdtaris, 1917p. 17.
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Kurungoth Nair. The French presence at Punnol tftethe monopoly of
English trade at Tellichers§f This resulted in the commercial competition
between the English and the French. The Frencbriaet Punnol was noted
by traveller Charles Lockter in 1788In 1708, the French started efforts to
restore the factory at Calicut, whose chief wasemd to sent pepper and
cinnamon seedlings, if possible, to Frafi® few months later the French
Chief took up the offer which the Kadathanad Rad made to the French
Company’s factory at Mah®&! Since the abandonment of Tellicherry factory,
the French started number of factories in Northaddat. However, they failed
to establish a permanent settlement in Malabar Caad they abandoned

their factories at Punnol, and Mahe later.

In 1721 Mollandin, the Chief of French lodge ati€at, informed their
Governor at Pondicherry that Calicut settlement wasg in bankruptcy.
Therefore, he requested to send money for payihghef debt. Then the
French Governor replied to him to search an attraatentre in Malabar for
establishing a centre for purchasing pepper. Aéoghg, on 2 April 1721,
Mollandin signed a mutual agreement with VazhunobrKadathanad®
According to this agreement, the French got monppmler pepper in
Kadathanad. Currently, the coast of Malabar asoargi of competition for
monopoly of trade, essentially affected the comméspiration of English
settlement at Tellicherry. The French settlemeritlahe was situated only a
few miles south of the riverside. In the words déxander Hamilton, “about

four miles to the southward of Tellicherry, is aahfrench factory lately

% K.K.N. Kurup,Op. cit.,p. 51; Alfred MartineauQp. cit.,p. 17.

9 According to him, “Panola is a town about 5 mieshe south of Tellicherry, where the
French have a factory, which supplies them largentjty of pepper.” See for further
details, Charles Lockte©p. cit, p. 276.

19 Holden FurberOp. cit.,p. 137.

191 Holden Furber noted that the French got invitatipom Boyanore in 1709, but
Martineau stated that it was in 1710. See for tgthlolden FurberOp. cit.,p. 137;
Alfred Martineau Op. cit.,p. 17.

102 Alfred MartineauOp. cit.,p. 30.
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settled at the mouth of a small rivéf® The conditions on the coast in the
1720s were vividly described in 1726 by William bes who spoke of the
French as coming ‘by an open violence’ to settid®ahe within three miles

of the English factory at Tellicherry?

On 23 March 1722, the English got one royal wrisinjom the
Kolathiri Raja. According to the grant, the tradeldarms within his land or
his predecessors’ territory from Canharotte dowth® river Puthupattanam
were all given to the English, except that was g@rno the Dutch and the
English were authorized to carry out their commelfcany other European or
any other stranger came to his country, the Endllsmpany could, in his
name, punish, prevent and drive aw®On 24 February 1724, this treaty
was renewed by Prince Regents of Kolathunad, Udaggalam Palace and
the Prince of Pally Palace. They signed two agre¢snm the presence of
Kolathiri Raja. As part of the first agreement, ydmangalam Palace and the
Prince of Pally palace confirmed the privileges nged under the royal
writings of Kolathiri Raja and those granted byithencle to the English
Company in dealing with all the articles cultivated Kolathunad country
from Canharotte to Puthupattanam. They agreediftlaatyone else, save the
Dutch Company, presumes to traffic, the English @any can, in Kolathiri
Rajas name take him and imprison the intrd8®in the second agreement,
Prince Regent promised to remain united with thgliEh and settled the

difference among themselv&s.

103

Alexander HamiltonQp. cit.,p. 298.

104 | etter, William Forbes to John Fletcher, 24 Sefiter 1726, Cited in Holden Furber
Op. cit,, p. 238 Topasses were the back foot soldiers, descended Fortuguese
marrying natives, called Topasses because they aar See for more details, Jacob
Canter Visschel,etters from MalabarMadras, 1862, Letter No. XV, p. 95.

195 william Logan, Treaties Op. cit, No. VIII, p. 6; C.U. AitchisonQp. cit.,No. XIX, pp.

107-108.

William Logan,Treaties Op. cit, No. IX, p. 7.

197 Ibid., No. X, pp. 7-8.
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The English understood that the present situatosouth has affected
their ambition in Kurugoth and Kadathanad. In tbiasion, due to some
misunderstanding between Kadathanad and the Fréecturned against the
French. In this context, Robert Adams encouraged assisted the
Kadathanad Raja to carry on his fight against thenéh. On 17 February
1725, the Vazhunnor made a resolution with Englisimpany regarding the
peace capitulation and settled the differences whhh Company. In the
resolution, the Raja stated that “I will not retainor give shelter, in
Kadathanad to any other Europeans. | will not gige permit to be given to
any other European, save English Company, the camtaand pepper of
Kadathanad® As per the treaty, the English Company obtainédlege of

collection of pepper and cardamom from hinterlanfdéadathanad®®

Establishment of French Factory at Mahe

In 1725, Vazhunnor attacked Mahe forcing the Fretwhetire to
Calicut and nearly a hundred Frenchmen were woumdadtion. Now, Mahe
was under the protection of English Governor ambgs. Then, a small
French squadron under the command of Pardaillamgacnder the orders of
the Government of Pondicherry, came opposite totthen of Mahe and
summoned the place to surrender. However, the gEin@overnor refused to
surrender; therefore the French withdraw from thlaice!*® In December
1725, the French arrived under the command of Redaand recaptured

Mahe!** Mahe de Labourdonnais, young French Captain uRdedaillan,

198 william Logan, Treaties,Op. cit, No. XIII, pp. 12-13; C.U. AitchisonQp. cit., No.
IXX, p. 108.

Jonathan Dunca@p. cit.,p. 25

119 Tellicherry Consultation (hereafter TC), I, DiaB2 November 1725.

11 G.B. MallesonQp. cit, p. 64; William LoganMalabar Manua) Op. cit.,p. 356.
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was the champion of this victofy? The French attack on Mahe was recorded
by the Directors of French Company, “with the vidw secure, on the
Malabar Coast, a post that would indemnify the Ehefflor the loss of
Surat.**® For this purpose, selection of Mahe was well sufte the French.
However, the establishment of this permanent se¢ife led to the clashes

between the French and the English on this coast.

In this occasion, Vazhunnor of Kadathanad was atwviln Kottayam
Raja and both were in good terms with English. Wi tactical intervention
of Robert Adams, the war was endétAt the same time, the Vazhunnor
continued war with the French against their intatiom in Kadathanad':> On
14 August 1726, the French army seized a smallyilpg between Mahe and
Kadathanad territory. In this occasion, Tellicheimgtory send hundred Nair
troops to assist Kadathanad Raja. However, Kadathamquested that they
needed money; they were already indebted to thédBnddams told them to
settle his accounts first of all. However, Kadatmwhnpreferred settling
disputes with the French than returning money éoBhglish**° There were a
number of clashes in which the English and the ¢hidroops were involved.
Kurungoth Nair realized his vulnerable politicalsgmn. Thus he decided to

enter into an alliance with the French.

The French Company now instigated the Kurungothr laicarry on
his efforts against the English. On April 1725, Malin, the French Chief at
Calicut, made a treaty with the Kurungoth Nair wj@ave Punnole to the

French with exclusive right of trading activitiekhe French produced an Ola

12 |n the skill and enterprise of the Captain, taptared town transferred its name from
Mayyazhi to the Mahe, the first name of Labourdasin@ee for details, G.B. Malleson,
Op. cit.,p. 66; William LoganMalabar Manual,Op. cit.,p. 404.

113 G.B. MallesonQp. cit.,p. 64; William LoganMalabar Manual Op. cit.,p. 356.

14 TC, I, Diary, 8 August 1726.

15 william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit.,p. 357.

118 bid.
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from the Kurungoth Nair who gave them permissiorstay and engage in

trade 1’

As Punnole was still possessed by the English, itheediate
purpose of the agreement was to make him an althefFrench Company.
The French promised Nair their help to recaptuee ltst territories. Thus,
Kurungoth Nair and Nambiar Chiefs of Iruvazhinademmed to favour the
French. It was very close to Tellicherry, which sad to the endless quarrels

between two European companies.

Hostilities resurfaced during the Thulappatfitithe annual hunting
festival of the Nairs. Between Tellicherry and Mdhg some hills covered
with brushwood which harbored wild pigs. Adams ated information that
on the 12 of October, Kurungoth Nair and the Frenténded to hunt on two
hills, called Punnol and Putinha, which had bedwerarom the Nair by the
English™° It was accordingly resolved to oppose the hunt @nduard the
hills in order to prevent the French from seizitgrnh?° On 12 October,
accordingly, the Nair and the French suddenly ké#ddhe people stationed
on the disputed hills. In the fight which ensuede dNair was killed on the
side of English, and one French man was killed len dther side. On the
following day, there was another fight in which oNair was killed on the
English side and three Nairs were killed on thenEheside. The affair ended
in mutual protests between the two companies, aralyf a conference was

arranged in December to settle the disptit&his war between the English

17 K K.N. Kurup,Op. cit.,p. 70.

18 “Thulam’ is third month of Malayalam calendar 6lger - November). ‘Thulapathu’
was a hunting festival of Nairs of North MalabaheThunting season opens on th& 10
or 11" of Thulam of each year. See for details, Williamghn,Malabar Manua) Op.
cit., p. 171.

19 TC, Il, Diary, 10 October 1726.

120 TC, II, Consultation, 12 October 1726.

2L TC, Il, Diary, 13 October 1726.
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and the French was the first fight between theseEwropean powers in the

Indian soil }??

To protect their trade, the English resolved tdsagsadathanad with
money. In addition, they made use of the friendsbfipPrince Regent of
Kolathiri and Iruvazhinadu Nambiars. On 6 DecembéR6, an agreement
was signed by the Company with Koylatu Nambiarg, ¢ime Iruvazhinadu
Nambiar against Kurungoth Nair. The Nambiar prowhise remain on the
English side and to provide all help to the Compagsginst the Kurungoth
Nair. They further promised not to meet, or to $peaKurungoth Nair and
others, without first consulting the English. Therhbiars hoped that the
English would behave in the same manner to tHé@n 14 June 1727, there
were report of the French opening fire upon Engtiskitions at Putinha and
Moylan, and the Kurungoth Nair trying to embroiletlfCompany with the
French and some Nambiar chiefs. At the same timeyuikgoth Nair tried to

disturb English trade and their merchafifs.

The fighting of English factory at Tellicherry wamt supported or
approved by Bombay Presidency or the Court of Darscof London. They
advised the factory to live amicably with the Frdenfactory, to reduce
expenses, and to come to an understanding with rigatti Nair and the
French?® The Secretary of State was also moved to sendhangrance to
the French Ministry against the French insults a&lidherry, and the

authorities of French Company was ordered to banmity with the English

122 The French and the English companies confrontech eother in India under the

influenced number of European wars like Austriacc@ssion War and Seven Years
War. See for further reference, G.B. Malles@p. cit.; S.P. SenThe French in India
New Delhi, 1971

William Logan,Treaties, Op. cit.No. XV, p. 14.

124 see for details, TC, II, Diary, 1 July 1727,

12 TC, Il, Diary, 14 June 1727.
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settlements in Indi¥° Finally, the companies arranged mutually satisiact
and advantageous terms, and these were embodethviotagreements duly
executed in April 17282’ These agreements resolved the difference between
the factories related to the Kurungoth Nair's daméii gave security to both
factories from the intrigues of Kurungoth Nair aother local rulers of
Kolathunad. It provided the surrender of desergard for fixing fair prices

for pepper?® Then, the French signed peace treaties with threngoth Nair

and Iruvalinaad Nambiaré® Thus peace and security reigned to the south of

Tellicherry.

As time passed by, the Tellicherry factory becamglih East India
Company’s major trade centre of southwestern cofstdia. In the second
quarter of 18 century, a new political situation emerged in Nbaladue to
the presence of European companies. In the noribars, the Portuguese
had a settlement at Goa and they had a small facbmMangalore. The
English Company had factories at Carwar and HonoVae presence of
Dutch at Cannanore challenged English ambitiorptochasing pepper from
northern parts of Kolathunad. In the south of Galidthe same situation
prevailed. The Dutch at Cochin entered into Ponaadi nearby regions. The
French at Mahe was main challenger to the Engbsthay got the support of
Kurungoth Nair and at the same time English reakigipport from
Vazhunnor, the opponent of the French. In thisexinthe English East India
Company signed a mutual agreement with French 28.1They maintained
cordial relations with local rajas of Malabar witie signing of peace treaties

with Zamorin, Kolathiri, Kadathanad and Kottayam.

126
127

William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit.,pp. 358-359.

See for detail, William Logar reaties,Op. cit.,No. XVII, pp. 8-10.
128 hid.

129 |pid., p. 10.
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Canarese Invasion

The Canarese invasion of Malabar in 1730s was aruiwr the
ambitions of Tellicherry factory. The invasion wéd by Bednur King
Somasekhara Nayak I, who belonged to the IkkeryaRdamily.** In
January 1732, the Canarese invaded northern pdrt&oathunad and
destroyed Kolathiri army and reached Eli Mala (Bxkila)*** Gradually, the
Canarese moved to the south and reached Valapaitawhich was a
principal pepper post of Tellicherry factory, brbigsufficient quantity of
pepper. On 10 May 1732, the Canarese attackedaptdred Madayi, which
was under Mappila’? On 21 October 1732, the Canarese army had crossed
the river Valapattanam and prepared to attack a@siege Cannanoré’The
Canarese invasion also affected economic and gallitisystems of
Kolathunad. It was the first major threat to thegish East India Company in

Malabar.

The English feared the attack of Canarese on Tellry. On 21
November, John Braddyll, the Chief of Tellichemyote to Fort St. George
that, there is nothing to stop Canarese to Teltighi€* The English believed
that the Prince Regent of Kolathunad made a muinaerstanding with
Canarese against the Mappilas of Cannanore, whayalvdisturbed the
Kolathiri. At the same time, the Tellicherry factagot an Ola from Kolathiri
Raja which informed his agreement with Canaresee@¢iRagonath. As per

this agreement, the Prince could hold the countnyhnof the Valapattanam

139 The Ikkeri or Keladi or Bednur rulers had obtaimmlitical power with the breaking up

of the Vijayanagara dynasty since the battle ofkbh in 1564. See for further details,
William Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 362; A. GallettiQp. cit, p. 68.

181 TC, V, Diary, 16 January 1732; William Logavialabar Manuaj Op. cit, p. 363.

182 TC, V, Diary, 11 May 1732.

133 Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), Il, JohBraddyll, Tellicherry Factory
(hereafter TF) to Robert Cowan, Bombay Counciléhéer BC), 23 October 1732.

134 LFT, II, John Braddyll, TF to George Moreton, E8t. George Council, 21 November
1732.
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River as far as Neelesweram as a tributary to Bednd they had given right
of building three forts in Kolathunad, which weredesweram, Madakkara
and Cavai. It was also stated that the southeritameyr of river Valapattanam
was to be under the direct rule of the Prince Regdre Canarese also agreed

to provide all assistance to the Prince Regeninagais rebellious subject®>

In December 1732, the Canarese army attacked morgbarts of
Aggar, which caused great annoyance and damagketinbabitants. The
inhabitants left their dwellings and moved to otpé&aces for safety. It also
affected the Company’s pepper trade in Aggin addition to this, the
Canarese stopped the Tellicherry factory’s ricearhfrom the Canarese port
Mangalore*®” In the beginning of January 1733, Stephen Law aevtot the
Bombay Council that the Canarese army in conjunatrdh that of the Prince
Regent, has camped about two miles from Cannamomsisted of 20000
men, with a plan to attack Cannanore very shokb.expected the Canarese
would proceed to subdue the other powers in thisicg*®In January and
February 1733, the combined army of Prince Regedt@anarese attacked
Cannanore, but they were repulsed with huge losse Tanarese had
frequently solicited the English Company to medace with the Mappilas,
Prince, and themselves, but they had differentasts which led to continue
the war. Therefore, the English Company tried tkena grand alliance of

local rulers including the Zamorin and King of Katam against Canarese.

135 LFT, Il, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BQ, ecember 1732.

13 LFT, Il, Stephen Law, TF to Thomas Rout, the Masif the Dolphin Cruiser, 14
January 1733.

137 LFT, Il, John Braddyll, TF to Richard Boulton,ethiCommander of the ship King
George Galley, 6 March 1731; LFT, Il, Stephen Law, to Robert Cowan, BC, 2
January 1733.

138 |pid.
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The Mysore King also agreed to join the allianagd arovided 1000 horses
and 5000 foot soldiers?

On 7 April 1733, the English came to know that @enarese General
had received a large supply of money, and that ff¥@es with 3000 foot
soldiers had joined him on the way from Bedhlin May, the Company
sent their representatives with the leadership afHHoward, the head
Linguist at the Tellicherry factory, to Bednur foreeting Canarese General
Ragonath for mediating between Bednur and Cannanowé was not
successfut** At the same time, the Canarese army continued #ieje of
Cannanore. In the opposite side, with the requdsbtiayam Raja, about 500
horses and 2000 foot soldiers of the Mysore foozese to Kottayam for the
protection of Thaliparamba Pagod¥.In June, Mappilas of Cannanore
requested the English to mediate a peace with timed®Regent. The Prince
Regent accepted the request and formed a coabifiddalabar rulers, the

Company, and the Mysore to expel the Canat€se.

Besides, the Canarese were also troubled by thehDiatctory at
Cannanore. In August, the Dutch attacked the Capaed Koodaly. The
Dutch Council at Batavia sent four ships with asidarable number of forces
to Cannanore against the Canar&één November, the Canarese attacked
Cannanore, but they were repul$étThe Canarese also besieged Koodaly,
but the Mappilas repulsed them with the help of Ehech*®In February
1734, with the mediation of the Dutch the Mappaitmgeed to surrender

%9 bid., 13 March 1733.

149 Ibid., 8 April 1733.

1 1bid., 19 May 1733.

142 1bid., 29 May 1733. The Kottayam Raja, foreseeing heilshbe the next attacked. He
had a large sum of money and gold in the Pagodehafiparmba (Sri Rajarajeswara
Temple). See for detaildid., 3 April 1733.

43 bid., 20 June 1733.

144 bid., 15 September 1733.

15 LFT, 1ll, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,2&cember 1733.

14 bid., 9 January 1734.
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Koodaly to the Canares&’ Then, the Canarese planned to attack Kottayam.
For that purpose Ragonath visited the Prince Regethtsolicited his consent

for setting up his camp on the Dharmapattanam dsi&nh

Moreover, the English Company also had some ammsiti@n
Dharmapattanam Island, which was undoubtedly a&bsite for improving
the Company trade. However, at that time there avegntroversy among the
local powers Kolathiri, Kottayam Raja and Ali Rahout the ownership of
Island. The Company believed there was a possilihiat the Regent might
transfer the Island to the Canarese. They alse\wmsdi that there was a chance
of handing it over to the French by the KottayamjaRaln these
circumstances, the Factors of Tellicherry on Ma@4lébtained the right on
Islands of Dharmapattanam through a secret agraemh&tephen Law with
the Prince Udeyavarman of the Palli palace of Kuitat*® In the end of 1734,
the Arakkal Beebi transferred the Dharmapattanaandls to the English

because she feared that the French or Canaresd tagel it*>°

In December 1734, the Prince Regent had propos&date a grand
alliance of the rulers of Malabar against Canard$e Chief accepted the
Regents proposal and directed him to help the @apanntil the Kottayam,
Kadathanad and Iruvazhinadu Nambiars were forcedaimbine against
Canaresé>' In the end of January 1735, the Canarese madeamitem for
attacking Kottayam after making their lodgement tbe low grounds at

Dharmapattanam. The Chief directed the Prince ¢mtirmuance of his good

“TLFT, I, Stephen Law, TF to the Court of Diretofor the United Companies of
Merchants of England Trading to the East Indiespndam (hereafter ‘the Court of
Directors’), 23 February 1734.

18 LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,Rbruary 1734.

149 TC, VI, Diary, 26 February 1735; TC, VII, Contation, 26 February 1735; LFT, Ill,
Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC, 17 August 1Z3@. Aitchison,Op. cit, May
1734, No. XXII, p. 110; William Loganfreaties Op. cit, No. XXI, XXII, pp. 19-20.

130 william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 364.

151 TC, VII, Consultation, 8 February 1735.
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offices for preventing the Canarese atth®On 3 February, the Canarese
army consisted of more than 4000 men who crossgdrakkandi River and
they captured the low grounds of the Dharamapatastands and prepared
to make more invasions to Kottaydm.Some parts of Dharmapattanam
Islands remained with the Kottayam Raja. On 7 FatyuVira Raja of
Kottayam (Padinjare) agreed to transfer his portbrsland to the English
Company*>* In the evening on the same day, the English with lielp of
large troops had taken control of Dharmapattan&ithen, the Canarese

General agreed to leave the Islamd.

With the acquisition of Dharmapattanam the Engtrséd to organise
an alliance with rulers of Malabar against the Casa. In March 1735, the
Chief visited the French factory for getting supgpof French against
Canarese, but he was disappointed with the attidideench factory, but in
November the French supported Kottayam in theicitof the Canarese’
At the same time, the French tried to increaseititernal conflict in the
Kolathiri family against the Prince Regent and Emglish Company. Besides,
the French had maintained a good relationship wite Canarese by

advancing money and receiving rice from them.

On 29 February 1736, the combined army of Kolatdureand
Kottayam attacked the Canarese force at Edakkad,wswe forced to
withdraw without much loss on either sittfé The alliance decided to support

each other until the Canarese were expelled framctuntry. On 1 March,

152 bid., 30 January 1735.

133 bid., 3 February 1735.

134 |bid., 7 February 1735. On 9 February, Kottayam Rajmesigagreement with the
English. See for details, William Logafireaties Op. cit, No. XXVIII, p. 17; William
Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit, p. 364.

15 TC, VII, Diary, 7 February 1735.

16 TC, VII, Consultation, 7 February 1735.

157 LFT, IV, Stephen Law, TF to John Horne, BC, 1#Bimber 1735.

18 TC, VIII, Diary, 12 January 1736.

159 bid., 29 February 1736.
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the Canarese army arrived at Aggar, where a sgfft fbetween them and
Nairs followed, but they were forced to retire wittuch loss?° On 3 March,
Stephen Law decided to keep the present advantagedjover the Canarese
and met the Prince and other country powers andnpth to annoy the
Canarese camp at ‘Kadalaf On 7 March, the Canarese surrendered their
Madakkara fort to the Compan$? At the same time, Prince Cunhi Homo of
the Palli Palace of Kolathiri allowed the Englistor@pany erect a fort at
Madakkara and got the sole right over pepper amdacaom produced in
those parts. In return, the Company agreed to grate Kolathiri vessels
from the Canarese. The prince also empowered tihep@oy to erect another
fort on the point of Edakkad, for the better seiyuaf Company’s trade in
Randathara®®

The Company also tried to stop the supply of foodhe Canarese
through a negotiation between Stephen Law and tiielDOn 15 March, the
Dutch Chief at Cannanore took steps to stop thelgupf food to the
Canarese'® On 17 March, the alliance attacked the Canarese db
Kadalail® At the same time, Stephen Law tried to includeDéch in their
alliance. On 29 March, he visited Cannanore anditbth agreed to give
300 men to assist the English and their allidfit@&n 30 March, the allied
forces besieged Kadalai fort. In this attack langenber of Canarese were

killed including Canarese General Gop#ijiLater, the Canarese surrendered

180 1bid., 1 March 1736.

161 1bid., 3 March 1736.

%2 |pbid., 7 March 1736.

183 TC, VIII, IX, Diary, 5 July 1737; C.U. AitchisorQp. cit, No. XXIII, p. 110; William
Logan,Treaties Op. cit, No. XXXI, p. 28.

184 TC, VI, Consultation, 15 March 1736.

185 TC, VIII, Diary, 17 March 1736.

186 1bid., 29 March 1736; William LogarMalabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 367.

187TC, VIII, Diary, 1 April 1736; William LoganMalabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 367.
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their remaining forts of Madayi, Taliparamba, Mataland Ayconny to the

Nair's army one by on&®

The English Company wished to end clashes with @amarese.
Hence, they wrote to the Raja of Bednur detaillmg teasons of his breaking
with him. In addition, the Chief offered to negatiderms of peace between
Bednur and the Prince Regent of Kolathiti. In February 1737, the
Tellicherry factory representative Lynch visitedetiCanarese Governor
Surappayya and signed a mutual agreement with Surappayya authorised
all earlier grant to the Company. The Governor edr® the re-opening of
the English factory at Honovar and empowered taexjce from Mangalore
without payment of ‘adalamy.” The Governor assigrted monopoly of
pepper and cardamom in the entire Kolathiri kingdéon the English
Company. The treaty barred the Canarese cominghéo sbuth of the

Valapattanam River, or erecting their forts thEfe.

A few months later, the Canarese once again enteoéathunad and
reached the Taliparamba River. On 30 August 148¥ Chief, Lynch and the
Prince Regent met Surappayya at Madakkara and csigneew agreement
that decided the boundary of Bednur and KolathuHadlhe terms of
agreement were not fully acceptable to the BednaogKHence, the Company
vessels refused the supply of rice from Mangalanm. At the same time, the
Governor Surappayya was replaced and Ragonath ppasnéed as Governor
of Mangalore, but it was not agreeable to the Comipén December 1737,
Ragonath invited the Company Chief to Madayi. Thhie€ sent his

188 TC, VIII, Consultation, 4 May 1736.

189 william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 368.

9 TC, IX, Letter, Richard Lynch, Tellicherry to teen Law, TF, 15 February 1737;
William Logan, Treaties Op. cit, No. XXXIII, pp. 21-22.

"1 see for details, TC, X, Consultation, 1 Septeni®87; William Logan Treaties Op.
cit., XXXVI, XXXVII, pp. 24-26; William Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 372.

55



representative to Madayi. Ragonath wished the Camnparemain neutral in

the war about to commence against Maldfsar.

The Canarese repeated their attacks on Kolathumacinder of times.
In the end of December 1738 and beginning of JgnLag9, fight between
the English and the Canarese at Madakkara occluagaih!” Hostilities
ended in February 1740, through a peace treatydagtwthe Company and the
Canarese. It was the repetition of treaty of Felyd&'37. In addition, the
Company got permission to export a definite qugndit rice without duty
from Mangalore, and they omitted the clause stapphe Canarese from
making conquests to the south of the ValapattanawerR Since this
agreement, the Canarese did not make any furtbeble to the Tellicherry

factory!™
Internal Disputesin Kolathiri Family

The Kolathiri family at this time was marked by anmber of internal
clashes. One prince named Occkoo, turned againsthiio and the English
Company. The Company defended the attack of Ocekabprotected their
principal merchant Chattoo Chetty. The PresidenBombay Council was
pleased to approve the protection the English gav€hattoo Chetty by
sending an officer and a party of men to defendhbisses and effects from
the robberies of Occkod” Then, Occkoo tried to make alliance with
Kadathanad. For that purpose, on 6 November 1789mdwde an attempt to
reach Vadakara by sé&.He was captured by the English and sent in custody

172 TC, X, Consultation, 29 December 1737.

173 Letters to Tellicherry (hereafter LTT) lll, Stegh Law, BC to William Jaynson, TF, 8
January 1739.

174 william Logan, Treaties Op. cit, No. XLII, XLIIl, pp. 29-31.

5 TC, XI, Consultation, 17 September 1739.

178 TC, XI, Diary, 6 November 1739.
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to Madakkara fort. His followers revolted in thdéfdient parts of the country

against the Company and KolatHif{.

In the south, a fresh issue emerged between theclreand
Iruvazhinadu Nambiars, on the question of ‘pattafra Nair called Polatche:
whether to pay pattam to Nambiar or to the Frefitie Iruvazhinadu and the
French claimed the said Nair as their own vas%arhe French obtained
assistance from the Kadathanad Raja and the Enghksisted Nambiars
through the Prince Regent. Therefore, the Frenale wepulsed. Then both
companies signed a mutual agreement on 8 Janudryeste was restored in
Malabar*’® The Tellicherry factory diary dated 23 July 174@arded that the
English Company had a grant from Kolathiri Rajapemering them to hoist
their flags at anytime and anywhere in the kingdoomsisting of seven
provinces. They were Pallartuta Nadu, ChoulsaroNeelesweram, Alerta
Nadu, Edevadu Nadu, Cartua Nadu and Porove N&du.

In March 1740, the news came from Europe of a pigbd&rench
assistance to Spain in the Anglo-Spanish #5@n 13 November 1741, the
French General M. De Labourdonnais with two lafdgesarrived at Mah&?
He informed the English about the impending warkaulathanad® A few
days later, three other French ships reached Mati@maother at Calicut. The
French captured number of posts at Kadathdffaélt the same time, the
French factory and Labourdonnais kept good relatath the Tellicherry

factory. Labourdonnais informed the Chief of Tdikery factory of his

Y7 bid., 7 November 1739; William LogaMalabar Manuaj Op. cit, p. 374.

18 TC, XI, Diary, 30 August 1739.

19 TC, XI, Consultation, 11 January 1740; Williamdam, Treaties, Op. cit, No. XLI, pp.
27-28.

180 TC, XI, Diary, 23 July 1740.

181 1bid., 23 July 1740.

182 TC, XIII, Diary, 13 November 1741.

8 TC, XIlI, Letter, Mahe De Labourdonnais, MaheWblliam Wake, TF, 15 November
1741.

184 TC, XIII, Diary, 16 November 1741.
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wishes to relinquish companies’ forts in lruvazlinaand Kurungothnadu,
which only increased clashes between both factamesMalabar rulers. The
English accepted the proposal and signed an agrgetaedemolish the
following forts and withdraw them. Consequentlye tBnglish demolished
forts in Andollan Mala, Putinha, Tere Malla, PoaelMala, Muicarra Cunnu
and Muicarrakkandy. The French withdrew factorigent Peringathur,
Cannamala, Chimbora, Poitera, Bilay and Majftaflhe companies also had
taken joint actions against the Iruvazhinadu Namnsbéand Kottayam Raja if
they had attempted to disturb the peace. Theylasiotaken some measures
on keeping the prices of pepper. Another provisibagreement was that in
disputes between the French and Kadathanad RajaEtigdish had to
arbitrate. Similarly, the French would act in disggibetween the English and
the Kolathiri'® After signing this treaty, Labourdonnais sailediéhJanuary
1742 for the Island of Mauritiu$’

Austrian Succession War and its Effectson M alabar

In 1744, Austrian Succession War broke out in Eardpgetween
England and France. In the early stages, the Frieadigreat losses in the sea
therefore the war had little impact on the Comparsgttlements in Malabar.
In July 1746, a French war ship arrived at Mahel, tae English heard about
the French troop’s preparations of war. Subsequetité Tellicherry factory
made an alliance of Malabar rulers except Ali R&fan September 1746, the
French under the leadership of Labourdonnais cegtéiort St. George”’
Another English fort, St. David defended the Fremdtacks. The news of

185 |bid., 23 December 1741; William Logafreaties,Op. cit, No. CVII, pp. 89-90;
William Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 377.

18 TC, XIIl, Diary, 25 December 1741; William Logahteaties, Op. cit, No. CVIII, pp.
90-92; William LoganMalabar Manuaj Op. cit, p. 377.

187 TC, XIII, Diary, 13 January 1742.

18 TC, XVI, Diary, 17 July 1746.

189 |bid., 24 September 1746.
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these incidents from Coromandel Coast acceptedritiech factory at Mahe
with every demonstration of joy. At Tellicherry etlienglish feared the French
siege of the factory, therefore stocked food, Irgad other necessary items

in the factory**°

The native rulers the Prince Regent, Bednur RajeesiNaram Raja
and Achanmar of Randathara offered their assistdaocéhne English. The
French and the English recruited many peoples & atmy. The French
factory at Mahe recruited 1500 troops from the lgezople and maintained
close relations with Ali Raja of Arakkal, who hopddat Labourdonnais
would attack the English at Tellicherry and capttime fort. The English
troops camped out between Tellicherry and Moylarisféto be ready at a
moment’s notice. At the same time, the English paosd Fort St. George
from the French and the English successfully deddrfébrt St. David. During
this time, the Tellicherry factory also had send 3@poys to help Fort. St.
David '**

In the end of February 1747, the French fleetsheddVahe, but they
had sailed away without even attacking TellichéffifOn 24 October 1748,
the English and the French signed peace treaty [Ai€happelle’ by which
the Austrian Succession War concluded in EuropeisTkhe French fleets
returned to Madra$® It assured the return of peace at the Company’s
Malabar settlements. The English Chief invited Brench Factors of Mahe
with whom cordial relations had been establishdte War economically and

politically affected Malabar. In the wartime theigar of pepper was

190

William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit, p. 383.
1 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 19 August 1747.

192 TC, XVII-A, Diary, 4 March 1747.

193 See for details, Holden Furb@p. cit.,p. 150.
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continually reduced and at the end of war the caeibiactions of factories

had succeeded in reducing the price of pepper t6®per candy>*

By the end of the first half of i%century, the English Company
established itself as the major political powerMalabar, especially in the
Kolathunad. In July 1748, Thomas Byfield, the ChoéfTellicherry factory,
secured from the Kottayam Raja the exclusive rightrade pepper in his
country. The Company and Raja agreed to help etdr o the time of war
with enemies® With the end of Anglo- French war, the Tellichefactory
turned towards the Prince Regent. The Prince Reggrded to expel a
number of persons from his country, who creatediies to the Company.
He also dismissed the custom master of his cowandyreplaced the former
custom master on the direction of the Company. layM749, Thomas
Byfield, signed a mutual agreement with the PriRegent® In September
1749, with the signing treaty with the KadathanaaalRthe Company got
right for procuring pepper on payment of the usuetoms duties. The Raja

also agreed the protection of Company’s tradesrchintry:®’
Summary

The Malabar region was well known throughout thesafpr its good
quality pepper. The Europeans in the age of colienia competed for
establishing trade monopoly in Malabar throughrtteendly relations with
the local rajas. They skillfully managed the natragas and other Europeans
and entered into treaties to uphold their trade apoty in the region. The
political situation of the region helped them tdeba establish trade there.

Initially, the English secured permission from tHAamorin of Calicut to

19 TC, VIII, Consultation, 6 January 1749.

195 C.U. Aitchison, Op. cit, 31 July 1748, No. XXIV, pp. 110-111; William Lag,
Treaties Op. cit, No. XLVII, p. 46.

19 see for further details, William Logafteaties Op. cit, No. XLIX, L, pp. 48-49.

97 TC, XIX, Diary, 5 September 1749; William LogaFreaties Op. cit, No. LIlI, p. 50.
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carryout trading activities at Calicut. Later, fing Kolathunad more
comfortable they resumed trading operations at pdtanam. Finally they
settled down at Tellicherry on a vacated French.pbhey succeeded in
reducing the influence of other European compafies the Kolathunad
region. At the same time, they maintained friendlations with the French
Company factory at Mahe, a few miles away from i€eérry. The joint

efforts of both the companies were able to bringvshooting price of
pepper. Actively interfering in the internal paisi of the region they were
able to elevate themselves to be dominant in poavetl in transforming

Tellicherry in to a thriving port city.
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CHAPTER- Il

MERCHANDISE, TRADE ROUTES AND
PATTERN OF TRADE IN THE HINTERLAND

Tellicherry was the most important seaport in thelddar Coast which
became the part of the world trade, with the advehtthe European
companies in the late ‘f?century. The main reason for the selection of
Tellicherry by the French and then by the Engligtswthe availability of good
guality pepper and cardamom that had been in gteatand in European
markets. The story of the growth of Tellicherry kxps the indispensability
of a prosperous ‘hinterland’ lying adjacent to thert. There existed an
organic connection between the cultivators, mertshamd Company that
resulted in the exchanging commodities. The excseof effective inland
trade routes helped merchants to carry commoditees hinterland markets

to the bazaar.
Theories of Port and Hinterland

The growth of a port city depends upon the volurh&ade it carried
out with the outside world. A port city invites tlatention of the outside
world through the good quality of commodities ibpides to the outsiders.
This pointed to the necessity of a flourishing @rtand for the success of a
port city. As explained by Atiya Habib Kidwai, “th&te of port means the
area of land on which the ports exists and watehanbour on which it
depends for existencé.Seaports are located in the mouths of seas where
ships and boats load and unload passengers angesaigmes Bird defined

seaport “in terms of its function as a place wheeeh way exchanges

! Atiya Habib Kidwai, “Conceptual and Methodoloditssues; Port and Port Hinterland”

in Indu Banga (ed.Rort and their Hinterlands in India (1700 AD -195@elhi, 1992,
p. 10.
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between land and sea transport regularly take pfathe economic and the
geographic historians have generally called thesamic and inland systems

as ‘hinterland’ and ‘foreland’.

The hinterland lying adjacent to the port is theaafrom which the
commodities of export reach the port through thdedrroutes. A hinterland is
essential for the survival of the port. A.J. Satgenggested a simple
definition to the hinterland when he stated “itais area within the service
purview of a port.® Hinterland is a geographic and economic area from
where the port receives its merchandise for ex@ord distributes the
merchandise imported from overseas countries oeldod. Like the
hinterland, the foreland also had a key role indaeelopment of any port. In
general the port extends economic interactions éatwthe hinterlands and

forelands.

K.N. Chaudhuri pointed out that “the location o&perts in the Indian
Ocean, as in any other port of the world, was #seilt of a contact between
geographical features, historical developments andconomic
considerations®” Most of the seaports of Malabar were commerciatspo
which had a significant role in commercial acte#tifrom the early time
onwards. It has been described by Bal Krishnawasntierfully fertile, vastly
rich in natural resources and productive of manyieti@s of valuable
commodities which merchants from all over the easl the west came to
seek at its numerous portsMargaret Frenz wrote on Malabar ports that “the
ports located along the Malabar coastline diffemfrone another in their

geographical features and have been of varyingfgignce over the centuries

N

James BirdSeaport and Seaport Terminalgyndon, 1971, p. 13.
8 A.J. SargentSeaport and Hinterland$,ondon, 1938, p. 154.

K.N. Chaudhuri;Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean- An Bomic History from
the Rise of Islam to 175B8lew Delhi, 1988, pp. 161-162.

Bal Krishna,Commercial Relations between India and England {16057) London,
1924, p. 20.
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to the trade around the glob&.The region was famous for its spices,
particularly pepper, cardamom, cinnamon, gingerpove&l turmeric,
sandalwood and timber. Therefore, it got considerabportance throughout

the ages.

In 16" century Duarte Barbosa noticed that “hinterlant&aathunad
were famous for its good quality peppé€rTellicherry was one of the
gateways of Kolathunad that assisted the trandfexommodities between
oceanic and inland systems. Since the advent ofigengast India Company
the major part of export from the region was cdtebby Tellicherry factory.
Due to the commercial significance of the regiore tEnglish faced
commercial competition from the Dutch in Cannanaral the French in
Mahe. The renowned Economic historian Ramesh Chalddtt wrote in his
Economic History of IndidTellicherry, Mahe and Dharmapattanam formed a
circle, the commerce of the circle was of greatangnce and principle of
commerce was pepper, sandalwood and cardamb@eetr these issues the

region witnessed great commercial competition betwenlonial powers.
Hinterlands of Tellicherry

The hinterlands and its relation with the port @ important factor
for the development of Tellicherry factory or anthe&r European settlement
of the world. The Company’s commercial influencesrevnot limited to the
port or coast they had controlled but had also reldd pressure on the
hinterlands. Tellicherry had wide range of hintads extended to include the
fertile agricultural lands of Malabar, Canara andofge which ensured a

regular supply of commodities particularly spicesdxport.

®  Margaret FrenzFrom Contact to Conquest: Transition to British &uh Malabar

1790-1805New Delhi, 2003, p. 8.

M.L. Dames (ed.)The Book of Duarte Barbos¥pl. I, London, 1967, p. 210.

Ramesh DuttThe Economic History of India/ol. I, Delhi, 1976, pp. 153-154; See
also, Francis Buchana®y Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mgso
Canara, and MalabarVol. I, London, 1807, p. 517.
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Albert L. Seaman divided hinterland into three idist regions. The
first area is the local non-competitive tributamga The second area is the
port’s hinterland proper. The last area represehés great competitive
hinterland.? Another scholar James Bird explained these as ifate
hinterland, primary hinterland and secondary or petitive hinterland® The
immediate hinterland or local non-competitive ttdny area is the port area
itself and the port city. The coastal area of Takirry was famous markets of
copra, dried fish and salt. Primary hinterland @per hinterland included the
immediate hinterland and the area where port atydassume a commanding
role in the life of the area. In addition to poityc the areas of Aggar,
Dharmapattanam, Kottayam, Kathiroor, Kuthuparamiajrungothnadu,
Ancharakkandy and Vengad were the primary hintedanf Tellicherry.
These areas supplied to Tellicherry factory thgdat share of pepper trade.
The secondary hinterland or great competitive hiauel is the area from
which majority of commodities is directed to theimaort. The areas of
Mysore, Coorg, Wynad, Sreekandapuram, Koodaly, Mealia,
Valapattanam, Irikkur, Vadakara, Calicut and Pomnaere the secondary
hinterlands. In these areas the English Compangdfacsevere competition

from other European companies in Malabar.

The English Company secured rights for conductiagleé from the
Kolathiri Raja and other local rulers of MalabautBhe antagonistic nature
of ‘little kingdoms’ of Kolathunad created tensiolassCompany in procuring
merchandise from the states of Kolathunad. Theofdllahe into the hands of
the French led to the competition of both compame&olathunad. As a

result of this competition the English were compelto confine their trading

®  Albert L. Seaman, “Seattle as a Port CityJaurnal Economic Geographyol. II, No.

I, Clark University, 1935, pp. 21-22.
10 James BirdQp. cit.,p. 125; Atiya Habib KidwaiQp. cit,p. 20.
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activities to the area over the river Valapattangiengad, Dharmapattanam,

Kottayam and Koodaly, from where the Tellicherrgttay procured peppét.

The major share of the exported pepper and cardarfmom the
Tellicherry port was procured from Kottayam countiypn 1730, John
Braddyll, the Chief of Tellicherry factory adviseéd Robert Cowan, the
President of Bombay Council that “usually the fagtdepended on Cotata
country (Kottayam) about one third of usual pureha$ Malabar.”? The
inland trade routes, Peria and Perambadi, go throlug middle of Kottayam
country, which easily carried goods from hinterlandrkets to the port. In
addition to this, the merchants of Kottayam had dyaelations with

Tellicherry factory, and acted as agents of the famy.

The important hinterland markets of Kottayam coymtere Kottayam
Angadi, Vengad, Dharmapattanam, Kathiroor, Kuthapdra, Pinarayi,
Nettur, Kandamkunnu, Sivapuram, Pazhassi, MattannGhavasseri,
Cannavam, Manathana, Muzhakkunnu, Iritty etc. Katta Angadi was the
capital of Kottayam country which lies 6% miles MoEast of Tellicherry. It
was the most important hinterland bazaar of Tedicyy and carried out
flourishing trade from early time onwards. This ‘Mala’ bazaar is situated
not far from the palaces of Kottayam rajas. It wasneeting place of
Tellicherry and Cannanore routes. It was a restepta travelling merchants

to ‘Peria’ and ‘Perambadi’ ghat routes.

Dharmapattanam was one of the principal hinteldaof Tellicherry.
It is an island formed by the junction of the Amjkkandy and Tellicherry
rivers just north of Tellicherry town. In the meds time it was a major mart

of Kolathunad. Logan stated that “the English factat Tellicherry, secured

" Tellicherry Consultation (hereafter TC), Il, Caitation, 21 August 1730.
12 Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), I, JohBraddyll, Tellicherry Factory
(hereafter TF) to Robert Cowan, Bombay Counciléhéer BC), 19 February 1730.
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their largest share of the trade in the excellegpper produced in the
Randathara Achanmars territory, in the Kottayaraga@omain and in that of
the Iruvazhinadu Nambiars, tapped by the river eogwg at
Dharmapattanam:® The other nearby areas also produced large quanitit
pepper. The Company merchants brought these gopdsed or by land
imported to Tellicherry. In 1734, the Company getstual right on
Dharmapattanam, and the Company collected rent fnene. It was also
renowned for coconuts and salt pans, so the Compaligcted duty on
coconuts, paddy and s&ftThe Company and their merchants brought goods
from eastern hinterland markets via AnjarakkandyeRto Dharmapattanam

port. Then it was carried through land or sea romtgellicherry.

Randathara or Anjarakkandy was another major peppeducing
hinterlands of Tellicherry, the land lying betwd@harmapattanam Island and
Cannanore provided good quantity of peppeiThe English factory at
Tellicherry, with its outworks on Dharmapattanamiansl, secured to
Company the largest share of the trade in the Ixtgbepper produced in the
Randathard® At the time of Canarese invasion, the English Camyphad the
fear of the Canarese attacking Randathara thabp#ne country Northward,
from whence English Company gathered most of theprper'’ In January
1736, the English expressed their fear of Frenctryeto Randathara.
Therefore, the English Chief directed Captains lips Victoria Grab and
King George Gally to seize thetfi.Therefore, the French cancelled their

attempt and returned to Mahe.

13 william Logan,Malabar Manual,Vol. I, New Delhi, 2000, p. 10.

14 See for details, TC, X, Consultation, 24 July8.73
5 william Logan,Op. cit.,p. 634.

* bid., p. 11.

" TC, VI, Consultation, 8 January 1733.
8 TC, VIII, Consultation, 28 Januaty36.
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Aggar, well known for pepper, was one of the ndahgsterlands of
Tellicherry. Aggar port is at the mouth of a sn&tleam, the bar of which,
however, cannot be crossed even by small ¢fafhe English Company
principal merchant Chattoo Chetty settled at Agésr.had warehouses here
for storing pepper. Once Chattoo Chetty reporteat the country Aggar
where he resided most years had produced from 1®Q®00 candies of
pepper?® After his death his family was divided but one hi§ nephews
Chattoo of Aggar continued his business with thean@any. Vengad was
another major hinterland of Tellicherry producingeit pepper. The bazaar
of Vengad was lying on the side of Anjarakkandi &ithat helped to carry

goods of bazaar to Dharmapattanam.

Kuthuparamba lies eight miles east of Tellichemytbe Coorg Road.
It is another major hinterland of Tellicherry. Kayam which is only a mile
from Kuthuparamba on the Cannanore road contamsdat of the Eastern
and Southern palaces of the Kottayam royal faflilywas a meeting place
of Peria and Perambadi routes. It was connectéd toinor trade centres like

Merubambayi, Naravoor, Panunda, Kandankunnu, Néeete.

Mattannur, a well-known hinterland and market, ligsmiles East of
Tellicherry on the Coorg road. It was also conngetgh Cannanore through
Koodaly. It was an important Angadi from very eatiiyjes onwards. W.H.
Schoof has identified Ptolemy’s ‘Mastanour’ as Matiur> Mattannur was
connected with Irikkur, major sandalwood and peppativated area through

Irikkur River. It was bounded on north by Irikkurivier and south by

¥ william Logan,Op. cit.,p. 70.

2 TC, V, Consultation, 28 January 1732.
2L A. Sreedhara MenorCannanore District Gazetteerg hiruvananthapuram, 197.
727.

Mattannur Nagarasabha& Nagarasabha Vikasana Rekhak#&lannur District, Vol.
165, 1996, p. 5.
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Manakkay River? Iritty, which is situated at the foot of the Petzadi Ghat

lies on the Tellicherry- Coorg route. The merchaadif minor angadies like
Vallithode, Koottupuzha, Aralam etc. were carriedritty bazaar. These are
the hilly areas, pepper and forest goods were I\aiggaried to main markets.
There were large numbers of local routes that cotedeminor angadies and

Coorg through the forest.

Kottiyur is the seat of the famous Sri Tricharamaiiemple dedicated
to Lord Siva. With the presence of important pitgrcentres, it had been a
market place especially in the festival season® Téllicherry-Peria route
was passing through Kaottiyur. It lies in a distamée40 miles to the east of
Tellicherry. It was a most suitable place for ty@or$ation of goods because
of the presence of Kottiyur River which originatesm the Coorge forest.
Manathana is another important minor hinterland eficherry, lying on the
branch route from Peria Churam at the foot of tliaP Ghat to Iritty.
Wayanad was another major hinterland of Tellichesityated on 2558 feet
above the sea levéf This hilly region has produced the best quality

cardamom, which was carried through Peria pas&licchierry port.

Iruvazhinadu was the nearest territory of Tellichieiactory, which
provided sufficient quantity of pepper. The near@sgadies of Tellicherry
like Eranjholi, Panoor, Panniyannur, Kariyad, Kaeity Mokeri, Puthur etc.
were hinterland markets of Iruvazhinadu. The Fre@ompany had procured
pepper and cardamom from hinterlands of southerts pd Kottayam and
Iruvazhinadu. The merchants of Panoor, one of threipal pepper produced
area sold their pepper to the French Company. Welsigning of treaty with
Kurungoth Nair the English Company secured thetraglpepper purchase in

Moylan and other markets of Kurungothunadu. Moyktyated on the south

2 Ibid.
24 gSee for details, A. Sreedhara Menomp, cit.,p. 730.
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of Tellicherry, was the nearest market of Tellicggown. Punnole and Kallai
were important hinterland markets of Kurungothn&diCharles Lockter
noted that, “Panola is a town about five miles e south of Tellicherry,
which supplies great quantities of pepp@rKallai was a small port in the
inside bar of the Mahe River, which could be erdebg ‘thonis’?’ Pepper
and other spices from Kurungothnadu were carrie&athai port and then

send to Tellicherry by coastal or by the land.

Valapattanam was one of the major hinterland mar&étTellicherry,
situated in the Kolathiri domain. From the eariyéi onwards it had been a
leading trading centre of Malabar. It was the fiEsaglish and French
Company settlement in Kolathunad. From that timevands they procured
merchandises especially pepper from there. Atithe of the development of
Tellicherry factory, it continued as ‘Northern’ bamland of Tellicherry.
Hence, the merchants of this place were address€bmpany records as
‘northern merchants’. Ballorate Callandra was thengipal northern
merchant of Tellicherry factoR? The presence of a navigable river enabled
the merchants to carry merchandises of hinterldaadgalapattanam easily

through the river.

Irikkur and Sreekandapuram were two important markéuated near
the Valapattanam River. These Muslim populatedgdagere mentioned by

medieval travelleré’ The Indian Atlas mentioned these places as ‘Eumdoc

% William Logan (ed.),A Collection of Treaties, Engagements and Other ePaof

Importance Relating to British Affairs in Malabénereafter Treaties), Calicut, 1879,
No. lll, p. 2; C.U. Aitchison (ed.)Treaties, Engagements and Sanads Relating to India
and Neighbouring Countrie¥,ol. X, Calcutta, 1864No. XVII, p. 106.

% Charles LockterAn Account of the Trade in Indipndon, 1711, p. 276.

27 See for details, William LogaMalabar Manual Op. cit, p. 93.

% gSee for details, TC, Xll, Consultation, 16 Jaguer41.

% The medieval travellers Dimishgi and Ibn Batuataentioned Sreekandapuram as
‘Jurfattan’. See for further details, S. Muhammagsklyn NainarArab Geographers’
Knowledge of Southern Indigniversity of Madras, 1942, p. 41.
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and ‘Surrukandapurani® The English and the Dutch companies procured
major part of their sandalwood from the merchaiitikkur. Javarra Canna,
Ballipy Cutty Assen and Ballapilagata Cutussa wheeprincipal sandalwood

agents of English Company at Irikkur.

In the time of the arrival of the French at Mahe #nglish Company
supported Vazhunnor of Kadathanad. As per the yredt 1725, the
Tellicherry factory got all right of collection gdepper and cardamom from
Kadathanad®® The hinterlands of Kadathanad were also renownad f
agricultural products. These merchandises wereechmo Vadakara port,
which was one of the major ports of Malabar Coabkke capital of
Kadathanad. Its hinterlands had abundance of pepper cardamoms.
Alexander Hamilton mentioned that this country proes pepper and best
cardamom in the worl® In 1749, with the signing of an agreement the
Company renewed their right for procuring of pepged cardamom from the
hinterlands of Kadathanad.

The English got commercial privileges from the Zam® of Calicut in
1664 and 1668’ In the early phase, the Tellicherry factory fuongéd as a
subordinate centre of Calicut factory. The politipawer of Tellicherry rose
only after the establishment of fort, but the Compeontinued their purchase
of merchandises from Calicut. This was clearlyestdiy Alexander Hamilton
in his account® It was one of the medieval marts of Malabar, whigts also

still continued. The Tellicherry factory collectedost of the merchandises

% See for details, William LogaMalabar Manual Op. cit, p. 13.

3 william Logan, Treaties,Op. cit, No. XIll, pp. 12-13; See also, C.U. Aitchisadp.
cit., No. IXX, p. 108.

John PinkertonA General Collection of the East and Most InterggtVoyages and
Travels in all Parts of the Wor]d/ol. VIII, London, 1881, p. 371; Alexander Hanitt,
A New Account of East Indigsdinburgh, 1727, p. 298.

¥ TC, XIX, Diary, 5 September 1749; William LogaFreaties Op. cit, September 1749,
No. LIII, p. 50.

William Logan,Treaties Op. cit, No. Il, September 1699, p. 1.

% Alexander HamiltonQp. cit, p. 306; John Pinkerto@p. cit, p. 374.
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that produced from Calicut. Due to the politicalygs of the Zamorin Calicut

remained an open market for the English and thedireompanies. The price
of merchandise in Calicut was always higher thé&aeioMalabar markets. The
high price of pepper in Calicut led to the smugglof pepper to Calicut. In

the period of 1735-36 it was Rs. 90 in Calicut &uthe same time it was Rs.
72 or 73 at Tellicherry. Therefore, the mercharssied pepper overland to
Calicut market from northern parts of the Malalvanjch they bought for Rs.

733°

Beypore lie to the south of Calicut, which is atied on the mouth of
the river by the same nam€Through this river teak and other timber and
planks were carried from hinterland forests to Begp It resulted in the
development of ship building industry in Beypordorg with timber some
other commodities like coconut, ghee, arrack, cmat and bamboo were

brought through coastal route to Tellicherry.

Tannore (Tanur) was one of the earliest Europetites®nts situated
28 miles South of Calicut. From the Portuguese tonwards it was a port
town under a petty kingdom known as ‘Vettathunad' Tannore. The
travellers mentioned that the inhabitants of thentowere rich Muslims
merchants and fisher foff.In the 17 century traveller John Fryer mentioned
in his travel accounts on Tannore town that “he skwble row cottages
opened their shops of wares, which was confingaefmper, turmeric, ginger,
toddy, arrack, cardamom, tobacco efi.At the same time, the English

collected merchandise to Tellicherry factory fronanhore like pepper,

% TC, VIII, Consultation, 21 Januaty36.
37 A.P. Ibrahim KunjuStudies in Medieval Kerala Histor§hiruvananthapuram, 197p.
2

% Gabriel DellonA Voyage to the East Indidsyndon, 1698, p. 143.
39 John FryerA New Account of East India and Perdiandon, 1698, p. 52.
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turmeric and gingef® Isooph, the principal merchant of Tannore, enténéxl

number of contracts with the English Compéhy.

Ponnani was another Muslim populated seaport toimated 36 miles
away in the south of Calicut. It also provided psppyinger, turmeric and
coconuts to the English factory at Tellichetfyhe rich inhabitants engaged
in trade with distant lands of Surat, Mocha, Madaasl Bengaf® Swamy

Putturah was the leading merchant at Ponfiani.

Generally the rulers of Malabar had not entered tndde activities
directly. An exception to this was Ali Raja of Camore, who engaged in
maritime trade with Arabia, Lakshadweep and Maldiwe their ships and
was renowned as ‘the prince of merchant.” They wemgortant carriers of
pepper, cardamom, timber, coconut, coir and ridartdlung markets in India
and abroad since the end of thé"I2ntury* Besides these exports from
Malabar, Mysore and Canara, they additionally tngszed a whole range of
merchandises that circulated in the Indian Ocegions®® But Ali Raja was
disappointed due to the presence of the Europeanp@ay’'s monopolising
each centres of Malabar Coast, which lost him iritm@e and hinterland

trade of North Malabar. Ally Raja attacked Companyrincipal pepper

9 TC, IV, Diary, 11 September 1730; LFT, I, Johragdyll, TF to the Court of Directors
for the United Companies of Merchants of Englanddiiig to the East Indies, London
(hereafter ‘the Court of Directors”), 7 Februan317

“LLFT, II, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BG, $eptember 1733.

2 See for details, TC, Il, Diary, 30 January 1727.

3 See for details, Walter HamiltoBescription of Hindustan and the Adjacent Countries
Delhi, 1971, p. 297.

* TC, XIV, Consultation, 16 August 1742.

%5 Ruchira Banerjee, “A Wedding Feast or Politicaé#a?: Commercial Rivalry between
the Ali Rajas and the English Factory in Northeraladbar in the Eighteenth Century”
in Rudrangshu Mukherjee and Lakshmi Subramanias.)deblitics and Trade in the
Indian Ocean WorldNew Delhi, 1998, p. 85.

*® Ibid.
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merchant Chattoo Chetty many times. All these adoosas the Company

provided their support to the said merchént.

In 1676, Ally Raja borrowed some money from Englisictory at
Calicut. In 1725 it grew into a huge debt. The Campasked him to clear
these debts a number of tinfdHowever, Raja was unable to refund the
money as he was in financial troubles. Hence heaiiesd) the possibility of
entering into a contract with him for pepper, or thasis of four chequeens
(about Rs. 13) per candy towards paying the ddie. Gompany accepted his
offer.* In another occasion, which was in November 1748 RAja offered
some quantity of amber grease as part of his Yébte records also noted
that the factory bought Ponnani rice from the tesiref Cannanore. In
addition to this, many times the Company boughtppepcoir, amber grease

and other merchandise from Ally Raja.
Hinterland Merchandises

Pepper: One of the main reasons for the coming of Europmanpanies to
Malabar was the desire to procure pepper. PeppsrtiieaChief produce of
Malabar, which was collected in such abundancegaod quality, and due to
this reason Canter Visscher wished to call thisntyuas the ‘mother of
pepper.®? Pepper was produced mainly in the lowlands, buh ar more
abundance in the elevated tracts and along thedmill mountains. It was not
cultivated in open fields, but in the close neigiiomd of trees, as the plant
requires support. The French traveller Gabriel @elMrote that “the shrub
which bears the pepper is always planted near dtieess, which keep it

*"TC, Il, Diary, 6 June 1727; TC, lll, Diary, 22 Ap1728.

*8 TC, I, Diary, 20 November 1725.

49 TC, Il, Consultation, 31 October 1727.

% Letters to Tellicherry (hereafter LTT), X, Willia Wake, BC to Thomas Byfeld, TF, 6
December 1748.

®L  TC, Diary, 18 January 1740.

52 Jacob Canter Visscharetters from MalabarMadras, 1862, Letter No. XX VI, p. 153.
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upright. The colour of pepper is green at first, tauns red when it comes to
maturity, and after it has been dried in the stiiThe dried pepper was
essential ingredient of different foods and medisinDellon mentioned that
“The Indians preserve pepper with sugar whilssigieen, and make also a
pickle of it with vinegar, which they call ‘achag, name they give to all their

pickle made with vinegar?

The finest pepper lands in Kolathunad helped thgli&im to improve
their trade prospects. Therefore, the English tteedather and export more
and more pepper from Tellicherry. When the Engliginrived at
Tellicherry, President of Surat Council John Childformed Company
authorities that “the pepper provided at Tellichewas better than that
obtained at Calicut™ After entering into agreements with the local sajae
Company procured pepper from the merchants of Koted, Calicut and
Canara. Every year the English purchased thousaincEndies of pepper and

exported it to the foreign markets.

Cardamom: Cardamom was the second important exported iterm fro
Kolathunad. It was mentioned by Gabrial Dellon fl{te cardamom grows
in the Kingdom of Cannanore near a certain mousjaaout Six or seven
leagues distant from the sea side, this being thepace in the world where
it grows; this spot of ground produces vast yeelyenue to the owners®In
the 17" and 18 centuries cardamom grew only in the Western Gbéts

Malabar. Canter Visscher also pointed out that,e“Dblst cardamom found in

3 Gabriel Dellon,Op. cit., p. 67; See for further details, Francis Buchar@m, cit., pp.

520-521.
> Gabriel DellonQp. cit.,p. 67.
®  Surat Factory Records (hereafter SFR), Vol. VpI148, Cited in N. Rajendran,
Establishment of British Power in Malahakllahabad, 1979, p. 38.
Gabriel DellonOp. cit.,p. 67. Garcia da Orta mentioned that “cardamorog/gn the
foothills of Wayanad Ghat and interior region betweCannanore and Calicut.” See for
details, Garcia Da Ort&olloquies on the Simples and Drugs of Indial. |, London,
1896, p. 286.
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Colastri kingdom, which is more delicate in tastart the other species, is the
only kind which the East India Company bought fapatation to Europe
and elsewhere® The records of the Tellicherry factory stated thiag
cardamom mainly grown of the hills, called Peria \Wayanadu, were
esteemed superior to any otR&lhese hills produced annually more than the
Company’s demantf. The factory records also stated that Cunhisueoéimet
cardamom merchants of Company procured all cardampmduced from
Peria® The records also speaks that cardamom was celtiviatthe estates.
In December 1730, Symoyne stated, “the quantitigsestate produced in
times past was from 60 to 65 candies but the ptesssson would not afford
more than 20 to 25 candie8"In the beginning of 19 century Francis
Buchanan stated that “in the"™.8entury approximately 50 to 100 candies of

cardamom harvested in Wayanadu per y&ar.”

The European companies collected cardamom frorm#irehants and
exported to the other parts of the world. With éséablishment of Tellicherry
factory the import of cardamom to Cannanore wasuged and it was
transferred mainly to Tellicherry. The Tellicheffigctory records stated that
“the Dutch and the French more especially, useduatlerhand means of
purchasing the Peria cardamom, but are generabpgdointed because they
come through Kolathiri Prince Dominanc®.It had great demand in London,
Paris, other European towns, Persia, Mocha, S8atbay, Coromandal,
Bengal and Chinese ports. Canter Visscher wrote“tha English Company

send cardamom to Surat, Persia, Mocha, CoromamdiaBangal, where the

" Jacob Canter Visschédp. cit.,Letter No. IX, p. 57.

® Symond mentioned that the cardamoms of Wynad wersidered the best on the
coast. See for details, A.R. SymonAs, Introduction to the Geography and History of
India, and the Countries Adjacemadras, 1843, p. 233.

*  TC, XI, Consultation, 28 April 1740.

0 bid., 31 July 1740.

®. TC, IV, Consultation, 23 December 1730.

%2 Francis Buchana@p. cit.,p. 512.

8 TC, XI, Consultation, 28 April 1740.
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Mussulmans use it in their food and particularlyandish of rice called

‘brinsje’.”®*

Sandal: The 18" century traveller Symond mentioned that Telliciiésr the
principal mart in India for sandalwo&d It was used for perfumes, ceremonial
functions, burning of dead bodies etc. Dellon nwred that the Kings and
other great men made use of it in their buildiffjshe hinterland forests of
Tellicherry had not widely grown sandalwood, whialas imported from
Coorg, Seringapatanam and South Canara regionseTdaane to Tellicherry
through Irikkur and Calicut. The scarcity of sanohathe Malabar forests was
noticed by Buchanan. He mentioned that “the fewdref sandal wood may
be seen, as in other parts of Malabar, but theodaas little or no smell, and
cannot be sold® The sandalwood of Malabar had great demand irigore
markets especially in Canton and Macao. The recofdeellicherry factory
speaks that sandalwood was largely exported frofticiierry to foreign

markets.

Ginger: Ginger in Malayalam is ‘inchi’, and dried ginger walled as
‘chukku’, one of the important cultivated items Mfalabar. At the time of
Portuguese, they collected and exported up to 6@@@ies of ordinary ginger
each yeaf® Buchanan gives the details of making chukku fée.s&ccording
to him “the ginger is scraped with a knife to remdke outer skin and spread

out on mats, and dried eight or ten days; whes iteady for sale® The

®  Jacob Canter Visschédp. cit, Letter No. XXVI, pp. 156-157.

% A.R. SymondQp. cit, p. 233.

% Gabriel DellonQp. cit.,p. 149.

" Francis Buchana@p. cit, p. 541.

% Genevieve BouchonRegent of the Sea: Cannanore’s Response to Posgague
Expansion 1507-152&ew Delhi, 1988, p. 20; Tome Pires stated thatentban 2000
quintals of ginger were produced in Kolathunad. 8wedetails, Armando Cortesao
(ed.), The Suma Oriental of Tome Pires and the Book ohé&isgo Rodriguesyol. |,
New Delhi, 1990, p. 7.

Francis Buchanam@p. cit, p. 469.
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Tellicherry factory procured major part of theirpexted ginger from Calicut.

In 1746, the price of ginger at Tellicherry was B8.per candy’

Turmeric: Turmeric was another important cultivated hintedlgoroduce,
which was extensively grown in the counties of Klalenad and Calicut. It
was also planted every year like ginger, in itstroBuchanan gives
description of making dried turmeric. According lon, “after the harvest,
turmeric is boiled a whole day in water. The pieites are large are then split
and for few days the whole is exposed on mats ¢ostm.”* It has yellow
colour on drying and used as powder. The Malabapleecalled it ‘manjal’,
and it has been an important ingredient in theilydaod items especially for
preparation of a dish, which is called ‘curry’. Had great demand in the
markets of Red Sea, Persia and Europe, used itdy® and for reducing
poisons of vegetables and non-vegetables. As geiCttmpany records of
1746, the price of turmeric at Tellicherry and €alj was Rs. 29 per candf.
In the south, Canter Visscher mentioned its pred@ducats (about Rs. 40)
per candy and the Dutch Company collected fromaQaland Cannanore

generally 200 candies in one seabn.

Coconuts: Coconut was one of the principal merchandises italvi Coast.
The dried coconut is called ‘copra’ which is chyetxported to Bombay,
Surat, Persia and Red Sé&oconut oil is the best oil for food preparation
and used as fuel in the lamps. Coconut palm pratiigaor known as toddy

(‘kallu’), the traditional wine of Malabar, whichas distilled from the young

0 On 13 January 1746, William West, the Englishraget Calicut informed to the
Tellicherry factory Chief that he had contracted i® candies of ginger at Rs. 30
candy. See for details, TC, Diary, 13 January 1746.

Francis Buchanam@p. cit, p. 469.

2 0On 13 January 1746, William West informed to tellicherry factory that he had
hopes that contract for 10 candies of turmericsatd® per candy being the very lowest
prices. TC, Xl, Diary, 13 January 1746.

3 See for details, Jacob Canter Visschag, cit., Letter No. XXVI, p. 156.

" As per the records of 16 November 1732, in Calinarket the price of copra at 8%
narrodies (Rs. 24%2) per candy. TC, VI, Diary, 16&&ber 1732.
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sprigs of coconut. It has a white colour, and aetveed delicious taste. The
Tellicherry factory brought toddy from TellicherryCalicut, Beypore,
Parappanagadi and TanndPeVinegar is another item that was produced
from this liquor. The palm leaf of coconut treeused for construction of

houses.

Coir: The ‘coir’ is rope which was manufactured from fiieous bark of the
coconut, which was also an important export iteromfr Tellicherry.
Alexander Hamilton noted that coir “which are thbrés of the cask that
environs the nut spun fit to make cordage and eafaefishing, and several
other uses® It was imported to Tellicherry from Maldives, Laiadweep,

Calicut and Kapad’

Jaggery: The Portuguese Jaggery called by natives of Malabadagara’
was a kind of sugar. Jagara was produced from tadthr retaining its
sweetness through certain special measures. linm@asted to the Tellicherry
factory from Calicut® It was made by sweet toddy boiling for some time,
when it become sugar, not quite so good as thathwisi drawn from cane,

but which is nevertheless much used among the canpaople of Malaba?’

Arrack: Arrack was a traditional liquor of Eastern courgridhree types of
arrack were brought to Tellicherry, the Malabamek; Goan arrack and the
Batavian arrack. Beypore was the major centre wicirin Malabaf’ The

Tellicherry factory bought Batavian arrack from th@nds of Ezekiel Raby,
the Dutch agent at Cochin and Goan arrack bought fPortuguese factory at

Goa.

S See for details, LTT, VII, George Jenkinson, Bagoto John Geekie, TF, 25 November
1743.

% Alexander HamiltonQp. cit.,p. 297; John Pinkerto@p. cit.,p. 370.

T LTT, IX, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to TF, 20 Ak747.

8 As per the factory records of April 1737, theeraf jagara at Rs. 8 per candy. See, TC,
IX, Diary, 30 April 1737.

9 Gabriel DellonOp. cit.,p. 63.

8 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 1 1741.
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Rice and Paddy:The method of rice cultivation in Malabar was deadinto
three, mundakan, punja and virippu. Among thesentialkan’ is major the
cultivation, sown in the month of August and reapedanuary. The ‘punja’
is sown in January and reaped in April. This c®gmall but profitable. The
'virippu’ is a dry crop, which is grown on high dignds® The rice field is
called as ‘kandam’ or ‘vayal’ and is entirely wagdrby the rain. The farmers
called as ‘kudiyan’ paid rent called ‘varam’ to ithiand lords®? The factory
bought rice from Tellicherry bazaar merchants lidgatoo Chetty, Combem
Allippy, Badamala Putturah and Baunibeltu Cunfiffdn Some occasions,
the factory bought rice from rajas of Malalfaand from the merchants at
Calicut like named Muta Chetf§.In addition to the purchase of rice from

native merchants, the factory brought rice from&anMadras and Bengal.

Areca: Areca was seen throughout whole parts of East $ndis nuts were

used for chewing mixed with betel leaf and limearkais Day mentioned of
the use of areca nut in the ceremonial occasiats'@h ceremonial visits, as a
sign that it is time for a visitor to take leavbey are presented in slices,
mixed with chunam and cardamoms, folded up in albeaf, and secured by

a clove.® |t was also exported to the Coromandel, Bombay3urat’’

8 See for more details, Gabriel DelloBp. cit, p. 61; Francis DayThe Land of the

Permals or Cochin, its Past and its PreseMadras, 1863, pp. 562-564; Francis
BuchananQOp. cit, p. 518; S. Subbarama Aiydconomic Life in a Malabar Village
Bangalore, 1925, pp. 41-42.

8 See for details, Francis Buchan@mp. cit, pp. 518-520.

8 TC, IX, Consultation, 28eptember 1736.

8 On 11 July 1740, third King of Kottayam requestedthe English Company to be

advanced 2500 bales of rice. The Company accepéerbuest of Raja agreed that the

sum of Rs. 1000 be now advanced him out of the Goryip treasury. See for details,

TC, Xl, Diary, 11 July 1740; Consultation, 11 Jaly40.

In December 1727, the Company bought rice amogni076 Calicut fanams, from

Muta Chetty. See for details, TC, lll, Diary, 6 Retber 1727.

Francis DayQp. cit.,p. 547.

8 Its price was 3 to 4 rix dollars (Rs. 6-8) pendp See for details, A. GallettThe
Dutch in MalabarMadras, 1991, p. 41.
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Betel: Betel is a plant which grows like the pepper plamtsl required the
help of other plants to keep it upright. Its leaktsimilarities with the pepper
leaf. The leaf of the Betel was most extensivelgdudy the people of
Malabar and other parts of Asia. It was chewed withnam, and the areca
nut® It was also used in some ceremonies like the bé@uinof education of
students. The betel of Malabar had great demandweaasl distributed all

across India by the coastal fl&2t.

Ghee: Ghee is produced from the milk. The Tellicherrytéag collected it
mainly from Calicut and Tellicherr}f The factory records speak that the
Company purchased large quantities of ghee fromldhal merchants of

Calicut for the Company garrison, which was kepjans and cask®.

Bamboo, Rattan and Mat: Bamboo and rattans were mainly imported from
Calicut. Bamboo was used for the masts of vessels, houssirgyiweaving
etc.® Mat was used for covering cardamom and other spit#ritten
accounts show that thousands of mats were disghtch&ellicherry factory
for embalming in one time from Calicut. The Compamcord dated 9
February 1747, speaks of the sending of 14000 todksllicherry factory for
embalming pepper by the Calicut factry.

8 See for more details, Francis D&p. cit.,p. 545.

8  see for details, Claude Markovits (ed)History of Modern India 1480-19500ndon,
1994, p. 17.

% LTT, IX, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to George Mey] TF, 17 April 1747,

% TC, VI, Diary, 9 February 1733; TC, VII, Diary9Danuary 1735.

92 See for more details, Francis D&p. cit.,p. 547. On 14 November 1748, the Calicut
factory sends 2500 bamboos to Tellicherry factbiiylT, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to
Thomas Byfeld, TF, 14 November 1748.

% LTT, IX, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to George Dry] TF, 9 February 1747. See also,
Ibid., 19 February 1747; LTT, X, Alexander Douglas tooftas Byfeld, TF, 8
November 1748.
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Timber and Planks: Teak, black wood, sapanwodtanijhili, jacktree and

mango tree were some of the timber items from dledliry that enjoyed high

demand. The Company records speak that timberkglgroon mast, mast,
yards and other kinds of timber were exported tanBay, Surat, Gombroon,
Madras and Bengal. The English Company collectetbér and planks

mainly from Calicut and they were used for buildisigps, houses and also
factory purpose$ The factory collected large number of mast fronidDa

for ship building®®

Salt: From the very beginning coastal people of Malabadensalt from the
sea water and then it was sold to hinterland pedjtiehe time of English

factory at Tellicherry, the coastal areas of Maftabaspecially

Dharmapattanam produced salt. In 1734, the En@lisimpany got right on
Dharmapattanam Island since the Company receivedran salt traders. As
per the records the Company received Rs. 71.2 fiomee salt pans at
Dharmapattanar. The records of factory mentioned the merchants Ifzom

Allippy and Niratti Cunhi Callandra purchased dattm the Company and
paid rent to the Compariy.

Trade Routes

The trade routes, land and water were essentialpeoants of
development of any trading settlements of the mwadliperiod. These trade
routes connected hinterland markets to the tradetjements and the ports.

The region of Kolathunad was well known for its @ggn and commercial

% It is a red dye-wood. At Calicut in January 17#6yas at Rs. 33 per candy. See for

details, TC, XVI, Diary, 13 January 1746.

See for more detail, Francis D&yp. cit.,p. 550.

In November 1748, the Company contracted withalicGt merchant for a poon mast,
which had 85 feet long and 28 inches diameter at IR80. LTT, X, Alexander
Douglas, Calicut to Thomas Byfeld, TF, 9 Novembg4a

TC, XIX, General Account of Rent and RevenueBlodrmapattanam in the year 1749-
50.

% See for details, TC, XlII, Diary, 7 May 1742.
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economy supported by the network of trade. Goani® fthis area was carried
to the port and then transhipped to foreign coestihrough coastal and
overseas route. In the return journey to the hiels the merchants carried
mainly sugar, salt, cloths and treasures for pueltd merchandises. The two
modes of transportation networks- river line anwtlaoute traffic created the

linkage between the port and its hinterlands.

The hinterlands and their relation with the porsvaa important factor
in the development of Tellicherry factory. In tharlg phase, the Company
officials couldn’t directly enter into the hintenlds, but on their directions the
agent of the native merchant procured merchandeséise Company. From
the very beginning of the Christian era trade erglea existed between ports
of Kolathunad and Mysore through the hinterlandsTellicherry. These
routes were used by ‘Umanans’ for salt trade infits¢ century AD? Later,
these routes were used by traders of Vijayanagaradrse trade. Gradually
these became major trade routes which connectad pbiKolathunad and
Mysore. With the presence of English factory, tpargation facilities through

land and water increased considerably.
Land Routes

The two land routes, Peria ghat route and Perangbead route were
main land routes that connected hinterlands tachatry port. In addition to
this there were large numbers of land routes camgedocal markets with

main markets, and these main markets with Telligher

The Peria pass was one of the major trade routéolathuandu. It
played an important role in the development of i€le#rry trade. The term
‘Peria’ came from the ‘Peria Peak’ in Wayanad gWwaich is the highest

point on that range of ghats, the distance is caetpat 40 miles. The Peria

% M. KumaranKolothupazhama(mal.), Thrissur, 1998, p. 46.
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ghat forms the grand communication line from Tékioy to Wynaad® It
also connected Tellicherry with its hinterlandsliKottayam, Kuthuparamba,
Wayanad, Coorg and Seringapatanam. Barbosa saysntt" and 16'
centuries, many horses were imported to Kottayarmrketgdrom Persia and
Arabia. These horses were taken to Vijayanagaratjtr the pass in Wynad
by its traders by giving gold coir8 It is probable that there existed a land
route between the seashore and Kottayam and freentbeMysore through

Peria ghat.

It was originally required as an alternative rotbe the passage of
troops from the coast to Mysore, which avoided risk of passing through
the land of Coorg Raja. This route was mainly usgdnerchants who carried
cardamom which was produced in Coorg and Waynatletticherry** So
we can assume that the development of this rouperdked largely on the
demand for cardamom. At the time of opening of aarxdm season principal
merchants sent their people to Peria and Wayangracuring cardamom
from the inland merchants and cultivato?The finest pepper producing
country of Kottayam lay at the head of the Periaspdhe merchants also
used this route for carrying return goods like sugalt, dried fish, rice and

cloth from Tellicherry to hinterland markets.

The Perambadi ghat route leads from Tellicherrpugh Coorg to
Seringapatanam and Mysore. This route was usedrdasporting pepper,
sandalwood, cardamom and other goods which weneghtao Tellicherry.
In their return journey loads chiefly of salt, sugad dried fishes were taken.
We get clear evidence on sandalwood which was mgnbcured from

Mysore and Coorg countries, which was carried tgho®erambadi route.

19 The Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for Bfitidia and its Dependenciegpl.
XXIV, July to December, 1827, London, 1827, p. 443.
101 M.L. DamesQp. cit.,p. 210.

192 TC, XI, Consultation, 28 April 1740.
103 TC, IV, Consultation, 23 December 1730.
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The merchants carried this sandalwood as oxentladarkara and Irikkur
River banks? Then it was carried to Valapattanam through Rived then

was carried to Tellicherry through the coastal eouh addition to this, the
merchants of Irikkur used land route for carryingrainandises to Tellicherry.
At Kuthuparamba this route joined with Peria route.the 19" century

William Logan noted that “The highway from Telliglg to Coorg and
Mysore was particularly kept in good conditiot® The European
companies’ records mentioned that the journey betweCoorg and

Tellicherry or Cannanore took five to six ddys.

In addition to these land routes, some other robtesght hinterland
goods to Tellicherry. The Kuttiyadi Ghat road, leadfrom the head of the
navigable waters of the Kotta River into North Wgineonnected Vadakara.
The merchants of Kadathanad brought cardamom fragyanad and carried
to Vadakara port. Then they exported it to Tellrehighrough coastal route.
The coastal areas of Malabar were populated byhmaetalass from the early

time onwards. Therefore each coastal town wereeaxied with others.

There was a land route, running parallel to coastate connecting the
entire Malabar coastal towns, which was also usgdnierchants. The
merchants of northern parts of Kolathunad used tantke of Valapattanam to
Tellicherry. The land route from Calicut to Tel&rry was also used by

merchants and other travellers. The sea route kdu€#o Tellicherry was not

194 LFT, VII, Thomas Byfeld, TF to Gentleman Superdes appoint by English East India
Company, 4 May 1749; TC, XVIII, Diary, 4 May 1749.

195 A, Sreedhara Meno@p. cit.,p. 40.

19 TC, XVIII, Diary, 11 May 1749. The Dutch recordsentioned that journey between
Cannanore and Seringapattanam took five to six.dsgs for details, Binu John, “The
VOC and the Prospects of Trade between Cannanode Mysore in the Late
Seventeenth Century” in K.S. Mathew and Joy VarKews.), Winds of Spices,
Thalasserry, 2006). 216.
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safe in some occasions due to the attacks of pirateKotica'®’ In such

situations, travellers selected land routes with shpport of soldiers. Abbe
Carre has given an account of pirates of Kotta Rie mentioned that his
journey from Calicut to Tellicherry would have takenly two days journey
by sea, but the coast was full of Malabar Pirafdserefore, the English

Company Chief at Calicut advised him to go by r&4d.

In some occasions price of pepper in Calicut mavkast higher than
Tellicherry and Mahe. In such occasions, the mershaf Tellicherry and
Mahe carried goods to Calicut. In their return joay they carried sugar and
other available goods to northward. The reason thiey selected this land
route was to prevent these activities of Englisll &rench companies.
Another strong reason for merchants selecting tante was that the Raja of
Kadathanad levied duty on ships passing through gka under his

jurisdiction.
Water Routes

The existence of water transportation facilitiesttltonnected the
hinterland with the port city was an important tacof expansion of English
Company trade at Tellicherry. The networks of wateutes were highly
significant in trading activities due to the ladkgmod transportation facilities
through the land route. Therefore, the merchantbade days preferred water
routes more than the land route for carrying golmds1 hinterlands to the
trading centres. So the water routes of hinterlamei®e an important factor in

port-hinterland relations of Tellicherry.

107 Kotica or Kotta River is situated south of Vadakdt was a centre of Kottakal Kunjhali
Marakkar, made his name famous. See for detailjawi Logan, Malabar Manua)
Op. cit, p. 12.

198 Apbe CarreThe Travels of Abbe Carre in India and Near Ea§i7a to 1674Fd. by
Charles Fawcett. Vol.lll, London, 1948, p. 701.
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William Logan has noted that “the chief traffic thie country was by
water and not by land"® An important factor regarding Tellicherry was the
lack of direct river connection with this factorut its major hinterland
markets had direct exposure to rivers like Valagyattn, Dharmapattanam
and Vengad. The merchants used river routes as ageland routes for
carrying merchandises to the markets and portsy €batrolled commercial
transactions in the hinterlands. The use of wadates reduced cost of
transportation considerably and enabled the peppmtucers themselves to
be present at the coast to sell their gdd8Besides, Malabar is blessed with
large number of rivers, most of them originatingnfrthe Western Ghats and
flowing through the agrarian lands before reaching Arabian Sea. The
navigable rivers passing through the hinterlandsTeflicherry are the

following:

Anjarakkandy River: Anjarakkandy River rises in the thick Kannoth fdres
and lands on the western face of the Wayanad Giya¢ss and after a course
of about 40 miles divides into two branches andstfarms the island of
Dharmapattanam at its junction with the S€dahe river flows through the
agricultural villages of Kannavam, Kandamkunnu todga west to
Vemmanal. The land on either side of the river waskly populated and
crops such as paddy, coconut, pepper, etc. werengrd It is navigable to
boats at all seasons to a place called Vengad sdisiance above
Anjarakkandy. With the acquisition of Dharmapattaniszland, the Company
secured largest share of the trade in the exceflepper produced in the
territories of Randathara, Vengad, Iruvazhinadu Kottayam. The pepper
from these areas was brought to Dharmapattananughrthis river. Later,
the English Company built an outpost at Vengadcthvas in the very heart

109

William Logan,Malabar Manua] Op. cit.,p. 80.
Margaret FrenzOp. cit.,p. 64.

William Logan,Malabar Manua] Op. cit.,p. 14.

112 gSee for details, A. Sreedhara Men@m, cit.,pp. 12-13.
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of the finest pepper producing country in MalabaThus it is clear that large
scale cultivation in this area is a profitable @i as far as the English
Company was concerned.

The main tributary of Anjarakkandy River is Dharratpnam Puzha,
which takes its origin from the eastern limits allicherry village and flows
through the paddy fields in south-western directiafter flowing about 7
miles, it joins Edakkadavu or Anjarakkandy RiveranéDharmapattanam
Island, about two and half miles north of Telliatyer* The command of the
traffic on this river was considered so importdrdttDharmapattanam Island
at its mouth, acquired by the Company in 1734-3&s Wweavily fortified and
garrisoned from the Tellicherry factory, and it weasen proposed to give up
the Tellicherry factory altogether and to buildennone on Dharmapattanam
Island!*™

Tellicherry River: Tellicherry River otherwise called Ponnayam Rixs&zomne
of the small rivers. It originates in Kannoth fdres the western face of the
Western Ghats. After flowing about 14 miles in asteely direction, it
empties itself into the Arabian Sea at Mannoyedualone and half miles
north of Tellicherry*'® Except a small stream on the right bank of therriv
there are no tributaries of importance for thiserivThe above mentioned
tributary starts from the hills at Muriyad above otwmiles east of
Kuthuparamba and join the main river above Kundaglabout three and half
miles above it fall into the Arabian SEZ.It was of importance as affording
protection to the English factory at Tellicherry tre northern and eastern
landward sides. It was frequently called the Kogdaiver from the fort of

113

William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit.,p. 14.

“Dharmadam Gramapanchayath” Gramapanchayath Vikasana RekhakBhalassery
Block, Kannur District, Vol. 145, Thiruvananthaporal996, p. 6.

William Logan,Malabar Manuaj Op. cit.,p. 14.
116 A Sreedhara Meno@p. cit.,p. 13.
17 bid.
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that name, commanding the bay at its mdttThe river flows through the
villages of Cheruvanchery, Mudiyanga, Mokeri, Pda@d etc. finally join to
the Arabian Sea in Tellicherry. The total lengthtlod river is about 18 miles
and its drainage area is 24 sq. miles.

Mahe River: Mahe River is another major navigable river of aitands of
Tellicherry. This river rises in the heavy foresfsthe Wayanad Ghats and
after a course of about 34 miles falls into the aed&rench settlement of
Mahe, of the portion of which it forms the northenmnd eastern boundary for
a distance of about two miles. Mahe River was rached the ‘English
Channel’, because it separated British ruled Tre#licy from the French ruled
Mahe. It is navigable for country craft of a snsle for a distance of about
half a mile and for boats as far as Parakkadavuesbthmiles away from
Tellicherry**® This river has no tributaries except a large nunifesmall
feeder streams, all coming from the village lingtseither side of this river. It
flows through the villages of lyyangod, IringanndChekkiyad, Kacheri,
Kunnummankara and Aliyur before it joins the Arabi@ea. Pepper, which
was produced in the interior parts, usually wasmako Kurungoth Kallai
market via Mahe River in small boats. The Mahe Rivas a drainage area
about 90 sq. mile¥’

Valapattanam River: The Valapattanam River is the major water route in
Kolathunad domain, which is connected with numiesmall streams. This
river had three large branches; most of them weasegable for merchants.
The origin of river is from western ghat and flowtadough agricultural lands
and touched with the hinterland markets like Sradkguram, Irikkur, Iritty
etc. Among this Irikkur, was most important hingertl market from there
much pepper, sandal and timber were dispatchedalapdttanam. In the
early time onwards Valapattanam had been the gegdte of timber trade in

18 william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit.,p. 15.
119 M.P. KumaranQp. cit.,p. 42.
120 A Sreedhara Meno@p. cit.,p. 13.
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Malabar. The Company’s sandalwood merchants Jaarma, who settled
at Irikkur, and other merchants carried this comityollom Coorge by forest
routes to Irikkur, and then it was carried throulgé river to Valapattanafi’
The Dutch Company agents also procured sandalwomad 1rikkur and
imported to their factory at Cannandr@.For carrying merchandises the
merchants used county boats like ‘thonis’ and ‘gaatams™*

Thaliparamba River: The main branch of Thaliparamba River is navigable
in all seasons for country boats like ‘thonis’ afwhangadams’. It was
connected with Thaliparamba bazaar, after passazgdr the main branch of
the river joined by one from the east, and the twgether spread out into an
extensive sheet of watéf? Then it flowed to Pazhayangadi, one of the
medieval bazaars, and then it joined with Valapaita River. The length of
Thaliparamba River from its source to mouth wasuabd miles.

The Tellicherry factory depended highly on coastatle for import of
merchandises from other Malabar ports like Vadak&alicut, Tannore,
Ponnani, Manjeswer, Mangalore and Honovar. Theofgctmported rice
from Canarese ports Honovar and Mangalore. Fronbéugnning of 1740s,
the factory purchased pepper from these portstieimport of pepper and
rice from Canarese ports the Company used manchiMalapattanam was
major trading posts of Kolathiri domain, the Compaand merchants
dispatched merchandise to Tellicherry by thonis andnchuas. From
Vadakara, the capital of Kadathanad imported peppnly through coastal
route by thonis?®

121 gee for details, TC, XllI, Consultation, 1 Marth42.

122 TC, XIlI, Diary, 21 March 1743.

123 “Irikkur Gramapanchayathih Gramapanchayath Vikasan Rekhakekkur Block, Vol.
142, Thiruvananthapuram, 1996, p. 6.

124 see for details, William Logaialabar Manua) Op. cit, p. 12.

125 TC, XI, Diary, 28 April1740.

126 \We have get number of evidences on sent pepper ¥adakara to Tellicherry by
‘thonies’ to Tellicherry. See for details, TC, IDjary, 7 February 1728.
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The rulers of Kolathunad collected ‘chungam’ ot tak from the traders
of land routes. Even at the end of thé"Xentury there existed seven toll
centers in Cannanore and Irikkur route- Chuva, @ieelCadalay, Aypoya,
Irrekur, Herme and Padiydf’ In the Peria route nine toll centers existed. The
Perambadi route was shorter than Peria route, batsafer than Perambadi.
In the river routes, this was collected mainly ¢ tkadavus®?® The river
custom duty was known as ‘kavadda’, which was ctdle¢ by the custom
masters and they issued a certificate for bringmegchandises to the river,

which must be shown to the Custom Master of nesaia!?°

Mode of Transportation

The transportation of commodities through the lemates was carried
out by head load of coolies, oxen caravans, cattpatck-bullocks. The same
mode of transport was used for carry import goodsnf port city to
hinterland markets. The size of an oxen load wamally one candy, which
Is approximately 250 Kg. But it varied on the basfishe nature of routes and
size of the oxen. Articles were brought to the retgkafter covering it in
gunny bags and mat bags. Transportation of commsdihrough the land
routes had been very difficult in the rainy season.

The Tellicherry factory records graphically narrdtee difficulties
faced by the merchants in transporting merchandisesed by oxen load
from hinterlands to the market. One such incidetdted to the loading of the
Company ship Doddington was narrated in the fact@yords*® The
‘Thalassery Rekhakal’ also mentioned that rice amohe other merchandise

127 bid.

128 See for details, V.K. KuttuKurumulaku Nattiloode Oru Charithrayathraimal.),
Thalassery, 2014, p. 29.

129 0n 5 April 1746, by an Ola the King of Kottayamote to the Chief of Tellicherry
factory that when pepper had brought from Vengadrilegr to pay the duties of
Cavadda and take a certificate from the Custom &astC, XIV, Diary, 5 April 1746.

130 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 10 May 1749.
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were brought from Coorg to Tellicherry on the bafkoxen™! The oxen
were largely used for bringing merchandises frontdrlands to markets and
warehouses. William Logan mentioned about a roadravhfpack bullocks’
carried items of trad&”?

In the case of river route, the goods were trarisdoin local boats
like ‘thonies’ and ‘changadams’ from production w8 to hinterland
markets and then it was carried to Tellicherry. Thenies and manchuas
were also used for carrying merchandises from ryeadastal areas like
Valapattanam, Cannanore, Vadakara, Calicut and &won@ne thoni carried
more than 1500 Kg. of pepper or other merchandise.

The Hinterland markets and Trading System

There were two kinds of local markets, one wasigakc market’ and
the other was ‘regular local market’. The periodiarket or weekly market
was known in Malabar as ‘Chantha’ summoned oncae week, which was
visited by local merchants, town merchants anddhévators. These two
types of markets functioned as the focal pointdochl trade. The regular
local market was also known as ‘bazaar’ or ‘angsidi®harmapattanam
Bazaar, Koodaly Bazaar, Moylan Bazaar and Kottaysmyadi etc. were
examples of local bazaars of Tellicherry. The otimajor hinterland bazaars
of Tellicherry were Kathiroor, Kuthuparamba, Mattan, Punnol,
Ancharakkandy, Kadalayi, Chavasseri, Irikkur, Seeelapuram etc. Most of
the angadis were developed on the banks of riard,trade routes helped
them to move goods from hinterlands to the sitee &hgadis which situated
in the banks of rivers had a suffix ‘kadavu’, whisfas local boating service

131 Scaria Joseph (edJhalassery Rekhakalmal.), Kottayam, 1996, Letter from Kiristhan
Joosa to Jimissa Ishtivin, No. 1177 J, pp. 551-552.
132 william Logan,Malabar Manua) Op. cit.,p. 79.

133 On 7 February 1728, the Raja of Kadathanad st 8andies of pepper in five
‘thonies’ to Tellicherry. (31¥4 candies= 7812 Kg.thbni= 1565 Kg.), See for details,
TC, lll, Diary, 7 February 1728.
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centre. The major merchants had their own locatsfa dispatch of goods
to markets. The kadavu areas were centers of dawgléraders.

Different types of trading systems existed in thiatdrlands of
Tellicherry. There was an ‘advance booking’ of sgicpepper and coconuts
before its harvest. The Company and merchants @gigngond and this bond
will end after the delivery of goods. The ‘advandmabking system’ existed
in Malabar from pre-British period onwards. It wasentioned by Jan
Kieniewicz, as “the ‘advanced payment’ practiced by traders in
Malabar.®**In the case of pepper trade in the beginning pppe season the
Company summoned meeting of principal merchantsligmussion. After the
discussion with principal merchants they fixed erend quantity of goods.
Then the Company advanced money to the merch&m®s.the same time,
the agents or principal merchants went to the lbeakhar and fixed price of
commodities with local merchant® This system was commonly known as
‘pattam’. But in some cases the Company advanceaeynéor commodities
especially in the case cardamoms, without agreeingtipulating any price
till they were delivered®’

The Tellicherry factory records show that usualiere were three
stages in purchasing merchandise from the producemters. The first stage
was dealings of local merchants with the cultivatof crops or collectors of
forest goods. The second stage was dealings betlweahmerchants with
principal merchants of Company in coastal townd. iBdortunately we have
got only few references on the local merchants lmzéhe Company records
mentioned only names of principal merchants whodieett trading contract

134 Jan KieniewiczPepper Gardens and Market in Pre-colonial Malapaited in Binu
John,Op. cit.,p. 221.

135 See for example, TC, XIlI, Consultation, 24 Adrii41; TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 15
April 1748. At Mahe, the French also followed samethod of the English for procured
pepper. TC, XV, Diary, 24 January 1744,

1% K.N. Chaudhury, “Markets and Traders in Indiaidgrthe Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries” in Sanjai Subrahmanyam (et¥jpney and the Market in India 1100-1700,
Delhi, 1994, p. 269.

137 TC, XI, Consultation, 28 April 1740.
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with the Company. Usually the local merchants contmt directly sell
commodities to the Company. The story of the hiatet merchant named
Nanbola, inhabitant of Manathana about ten leagistance from Tellicherry
and bordering on the Kottayam country is a cagmint. In September 1730,
he sent his representative Cacart Tupy with theradf 50 candies of pepper
into the English warehouse at so reasonable raksa5 per candy, but the
direct contract was unsuccessful. However, he jezl@n Chattoo Chetty,
the principal merchant of Company to take the @mttupon himself. The
offer of Chattoo Chetty was accepted; the amounh@faforesaid pepper was
advanced to him at the rate of Rs. 65 per cdftyhe local merchants’
bartered pepper, ginger and cardamom from thevetdiis and collectors of
forest goods for rice, cloths, sugar and salt doeoh tsold it to the principal
merchants of Company® The local merchants regularly visited production
centers and brought merchandise. Then they sdia tihe town merchants,
who were the agents of European factories. Theal thiage was dealings
between the principal merchants and Company.

Summary

This chapter tried to understand the issues relaiethe ports and
hinterlands and attempted to explain it theordgcarhis is followed by an
examination of the hinterlands of Tellicherry arsl implications upon the
growth of Tellicherry as an international centretde. The discussion of
different commodities of interest and its modegsrahsportation was carried
out in this chapter. A discussion of various hilsied markets as well as the
dynamics of exchange was also given due considerati

138 TC, IV, Consultation, 11 September 1730.

139 K.S. Mathew, “Trade and Commerce in Kerala” id.’Cherian (ed.)Perspectives on
Kerala History, Thiruvananthapuram, 1999, pp. 217-218; See allbydé Markovits,
Op. cit, p. 17.
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CHAPTER IlII

INDIGENOUS PEPPER MERCHANTS AND
THE COMPANY

The coming of European companies led to the graktnerchant and
mercantile communities in the coastal towns of dndi general and Malabar
Coast in particular. In this period, a number ofiiwdual merchants and
merchant groups acted as agents of European coegpartie assistance of
local merchants was inevitable for the companied amas engaged in a
trading process between hinterlands and coastalsokrancis Day has noted
that the European factories made contract withveatierchants and procured
commodities at a given priceThese local merchants collected commodities
from the cultivators at whatever price they suceegenh finalising and then
supplied to the companies against the price alrdagy in advance. The
local merchants tried to derive maximum profit bwrghasing the

commodities at the fixed price.
Indigenous Merchants — An Overview

From the early time onwards the region includingdlideerry had
connection with foreigners. The coastal towns liKkarmapattanam,
Cannanore, Madayi and Valapattanam were the mddiengoriums?
Therefore merchants flourished in these towns.aflt be assumed that the
descendants of these medieval merchants madecalhaith the English East
India Company and became intermediaries betweerptbéucers and the
Company. They maintained good relations with then@any. The origin,

growth and decline of European settlements in Malakere influenced by

1 Francis Day,The Land of the Perumals or Cochin, Its Past arsl Present

Madras, 1863, pp. 169-170.

See for details, S. Muhammad Husayn Naidaab Geographers’ Knowledge of
Southern IndiaUniversity of Madras, 1942; Genevieve BouchBegent of the
Sea: Cannanore’s Response to Portuguese Expanktfy,-1528 Delhi, 1988.
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these merchants. With the opening of French factdryfellicherry large
number of merchants migrated to this settlementeAlarre, who visited
French factory at Tellicherry, gave an account leé tich merchants of
Tellicherry® The dissatisfaction of these merchants was ortieeofeasons for

the ruin of the French factory.

The English Company from the very beginning triedrtaintain good
relations with merchants. They had trading settl@sat Valapattanam and
Dharmapattanam. After the establishment of Englatiory at Tellicherry
many merchants migrated to this new settlementrtier to establish good
relations with merchants as well as local ruleng, Company provided a lot
of money in advance to them. In 1725, the Superadr8ombay Council
understood that these credits were now outstanidirigpth Tellicherry and
Calicut factories. Robert Adams, the Chief of Takerry, gave details of
these debts to the Company and his observatiorseoung the prospects of
recovering the debfsHe observed that most of these merchants were atead
ruined due to the wars except Chattoo Chetty. Toerethe Company had no

hopes of recovering these debts from the aboveiomeat merchants.
Principal Pepper Merchants and Company

At Tellicherry there were large numbers of nativeramants who rose
to prominence during this period and acted as tbm@any merchants. The
principal merchants were the chief agents of then@any as per records.
Usually the Company made contract with merchantth whe help of
Company'’s Linguist before the harvest of commosditi/hen the Company

needed commodity urgently they usually approacheg @ the principal

#  He wrote that the rich and principal merchantshaf country were repelled by the

continual disorders and bad behavior of the officef the French factory at
Tellcherry. See for details, Abbe CarrEhe Travels of Abbe Carre in India and
Near East: 1672 to 1674&d. by Charles Fawcett, Vol.lll, London, 1948,704.

: Tellicherry Consultation (hereafter TC), |, Coltation, 20 November 1725.
Ibid.
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merchant of Tellicherry or other subordinate centefr Tellicherry factory.
The principal merchants in turn entered into carttravith hinterland
merchants. The hinterland merchants bought commeditom cultivators

directly.

At Tellicherry, Chattoo Chetty remained as the q@pal pepper
merchant of English Company till his death in 178&ddianon Chattoo
Chetty was his complete name, who earlier livedazaar of Nadamell at
Codalli, later moved to Aggar from where Compangqored the major part
of their pepper. At Aggar, he had his own estatd aarehouses to store
pepper. Chattoo Chetty had number of other mershanassist him in trade.
Chattoo Chetty seems to be the most favoured merdiahe Company and
was acknowledged as a man of integrity and an hdnesd who always
favoured the Company interédn the Tellicherry factory records it is stated
that “he has ever demonstrated honourable anéhtamtions and has actually
a handsome landed interest, and capable of doingnoie service in
procuring the pepper, than any other person whaiawhis country.” In his
period, the Company mainly depended upon ChattatZko collect pepper
from Malabar. Chattoo Chetty helped the Companyphiychasing other
necessary items like cardamom, rice and M@ms.number of occasions he
faced attacks from Moors and Ali Raja’s people, whaded his place Aggar
and attacked his houses and estates. On all thesesions the Company
supported him with money and militalyOn 6 August 1739, the Chief
received information about the death of Chattoo ttgheThe Company
deputed Domingo Rodriguez to enquire into the fpigses of repaying the
debt of Chattoo Chetty and reported that he iseatgland lord and was

TC, Il, Consultation, 6 June 1727; TC, VI, Coratibn, 2 March 1733.

" TC, X, Consultation, 23 December 1737.

8 See for details, TC, VI, Consultation, 1 Novemt&B2; TC, VII, Consultation, 10
May 1736.

® TC, XI, Consultation, 17 September 1739.
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indebted only to the Company. The heirs later iated that they would come
to the factory and adjusted their accounts as saorthe ceremonies are

overl®

Even before the death of Chattoo Chetty the Compaay in the
lookout for other merchants for the collection apper from the parts of
Iruvazhinadu and Kadathanad. In this circumstariept&n Law, the Chief of
Tellicherry factory, in consultation with the Conmga Linguist had
recommended that there were no better persons tappeopriated to this
service than some of the Moors who had their fawiln that district. He also
reported that some of them had found to be pretipcual in their
transactions and able to collect great quantityeyTtvere Nelearate Tupee,
Mucatum Portu Paqui, Baunibeltu Cunhipi, Batala Pagnd Combem
Allippy.** These Moor merchants, later known as bazaar metsshbecame
the principal agents of the Tellicherry factory frathe death of Chattoo
Chetty. The Company records denoted them as ‘ouchraats’. They were
settled in Tellicherry bazaar, therefore the Comypealled them as ‘bazaar
merchants.” The Company usually called the meetofgsazaar merchants
and some other merchants including Cacart Tupy oftagam. In such
meetings the price of pepper was fixed after disioms. The bazaar
merchants decided price and contract with the Comppa a common

platform but they had separate accounts for thatracts.

In addition to the principal merchants, the Compeegords speak of
the existence of other pepper merchants with wh@rCiompany entered into
contract for the supply of pepper. It speaks ofdaegory of ‘Northern’ and
‘Southern’ merchants. The northern merchants wemlgnthe merchants of

Valapattanam, Aggar and Dharmapattanam. Balloratla@ra and

19 TC, XI, Diary, 11 August 1739.
1 TC, IX, Consultation, 3 Januaty36.

98



Maddaicarem Callandra were the main Valapattanannchmats of the
Company. The factory records of Tellicherry wrob®at Ballorate Callandra
that “he being one of the most substantial and fahcof Company’'s
merchants* Chattoo of Aggar, Baccadem Chandu and Neyen BEllesttian
were other northern merchants of Tellicherry fagtoBamoyne, Comben
Namby and Cunhiseu were the Company's agents atayah. Ballipy
Cuttiasen, Assem Cutty and Javarra Canna were @angcfrom Irikkur. Ally
Mamy, Amguem Piddie Cunhusa and Ticandy Cunhiallgrev major
merchants of Kadathanad dealing with English Comparhe southern

merchants were merchants of Calicut and Ponnani.
Conflicting Interests and its Impact

By the late 1720s a new scenario emerged in thiengaof spices due
to the presence of other European companies. Thepaaes began to
compete for securing maximum quantity of spicesciwhed to rise in prices
for the commodities. To face the situation the Camp resorted to the
strategy of entering into agreements with the locaghs. As part of
agreements with the local rajas the English Compatyred right on pepper
trade in the Kolathunad, Kottayam, Randathara, drhnadu,
Kurungothnadu, Kadathanad and Calicut. The Frenomgany had no
permanent or strong settlement on the coast &letablishment of factory at
Mahe in 1725. Up to the coming of French at Mahe, English Company
had a Linguist there, who procured pepper from Mah@ Vadakara. Due to
the political problems in the region the Englishieié to collect sufficient
guantity from Kadathanad. The Company records shwat in November
1725, they tried to increase collection of peppemf Kadathanad. Domingo
Rodriguez, the English Company Linguist at Mahéornmed English about

possibilities of purchasing 300 candies of peppemfthe region, through

12 TC, XlI, Consultation, 16 January 1741.
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some other merchants wiling to dispose of smalbmities.”* On 10
November, the Company contracted with Kadathangd #®a 250 candies of
pepper at 18% Venetian sequins per caldpt Calicut and Ponnani,
Francois Dias, the Linguist of Company bought laggantities of pepper
from different merchant$® At the same time, the Company bought 200
candies from Cochin and 154 candies of peppereatate of Rs. 64 per candy

from Tellicherry merchant®.

The establishment of a permanent settlement of dArdfast India
Company at Mahe affected the English Company tatd€ellicherry. The
English wrote in their factory Diary that “the FamCompany had gained
great credit by their victory at Mahe, since peppece rose to 26 ibrahims
and as this judged there can be no pepper comesfmow Kadathanad
country.”'” The merchants of Kottayam and Kadathanad ententd i
contracts with the French, they offered higher gtiican the English which
led to the increase in prices of pepper all ovetaldar. This new trend of
competition created the situation of spiraling eraf pepper in Malabar. On 1
December, a Moor merchant come to Tellicherry nglito supply with 40
candies of old pepper, but he demanded at 19 \asetivhich was about Rs.
95.'® The principal merchants of Tellicherry also denmehdigh rate for

pepper.

In January 1727, the Bombay Council ordered théichelrry factory
to provide the quantity of pepper available forpdieh to London. At the
same time, there was no pepper stock in the waselsoaf Tellicherry and

new pepper was just coming in, the price even pedkapt up at 16.75

3 TC, I, Diary, 9 November 1725.

" bid., 10 November 1725.

' Ibid., 12 November 1723pid., 17 November 1725.

18 TC, I, Consultation, 19 November 1725.

' bid., 29 November 1725. Ibrahim was one peculiar conmtutated in Malabar,
which had the value of Rs. 2.5 to 2.8. See foritetAppendix No. 1, p. 253.

' Ibid., 1 December 1725.
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venetians per candy. Therefore, the Company aimedraracting with the
hinterland merchants, but it was also a failuretheesy had demanded high
prices. After prolonged negotiations Chattoo Che#igreed to supply 500
candies pepper by the end of the month at 16.76tizers per candy’. A few
days later, the Company made contract with hinfiy candies of pepper at
17 venetians per candyAt the same time, the Bombay Council dispatched
the ship Devonshire to Tellicherry which broughtarig 1000 candies
pepper! Hence, the Company required another great quantiiich was met

by the supply of Ally Mam§? and merchants of Calicit.

In June, the Bombay Council expected to collectOl@@ndies of
pepper from Tellicherry by the end of Septembere Thief immediately
contacted Chattoo Chetty, but he was reluctanhterento new contract due
to the political disturbances from Ali R&jaA few days later, Chattoo Chetty
offered 400 candies of pepper in loan to Compartyiasisted 17 venetians
per candy. The Company unanimously agreed the axirdénd obliged to pay
whole amount of it by the end of October or otheenrirom that time to allow
interest, one percent per month.In September, the Bombay Council
intimated the Tellicherry factory that their eadyder of 1000 of candies of
pepper was to be attend®dccordingly, Chattoo Chetty delivered the 400

candies pepper and in November these pepper wasosBombay by ships

9 TC, Il, Consultation, 3 January 1727.

2 |pid., 30 January 1727.

2L Letters to Tellicherry (hereafter LTT), I, Wilka Phipps, Bombay Council
(hereafter BC) to Robert Adams, Tellicherry Factdhereafter TF), 13 January
1727.

22 TC, Il, Diary, 25 January 1727.

2 bid., 30 January 1727.

# TC, Il, Consultation, 6 June 1727; LTT, |, Wiltia Phipps, BC to TF, 10
September 1727.

» TC, Il, Consultation, 16 June 1727.

% LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TR) $eptember 1727.
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named Victoria and Bombay Ketéh.Again in November, the Company

brought 400 candies of pepper from Chattoo CHétty.

In April 1728, the Bombay Council directed the Taerry factory to
observe the price of pepper contracted for thed¥frefhey had no doubt that
their factory’s prudent management would be ablgrmcure quantity and
directed even cheaper than 15 venetians per cantheltime?® The Bombay
Council planned to purchase 1000 candies of peppédctober as they lost
hope of a supply from Anjengo due to some troutthese® Luckily the
Company got 31% candies old pepper from Kadathdra@d as part of
payment of his debt A few days later, Raja again sent 61v4 candieslabf o
pepper and another 13% of old and new mixed togéthedl amounting to 75
candies’? The Chief informed the impossibility of procurireg the limited
price of 15 venetians per candy as formerly dikcte the same time, they
expected fall in price this seasdiiThe general opinion of most of the people

of Malabar entertained that pepper price would vigen the season breaks
34

up.
Treaty of 1728

Gradually both companies acknowledged that the hidd of pepper
affected their future commercial and political atitsis in Malabar. On 23
January 1728, Tremisott, the French Chief wroteoggsition to Tellicherry
in order to settle on means of the mutual traniguibf each other& The

English agreed to French proposition and told tlenéh that “fifteen

" Ibid., 8 November 1727.

2 TC, I, Consultation, 6 December 1727.

29 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to John Branddyle, TEQ April 1728.
% Ibid., 5 April 1728; TC, Ill, Consultation, 24 April 182

L TC, Ill, Diary, 7 February 1728.

% bid., 15 February 1728.

% TC, lll, Consultation, 24 April 1728.

¥ bid., 6 May 1728.

% TC, lll, Diary, 24 January 1728.
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venetians per candy was much sufficient, more ttret they could not
offer.”*® On the basis of this mutual understanding, thei§mdjixed the price

of pepper to 15 venetians per caridydence the French assembled their
merchants to agree on the price for pepper anddfthet they were not able
to procure at less than Rs. 60 per candy. Theyeatk#iie English approval to
begin their purchase which as they assured coulghossibly be obtained at
an easier rate. The English told them they mightagoordingly*® The
respective companies arranged terms mutually aatmfy and advantageous,
to keep down the price of pepper and signed ayt@atL7 March 1728’ The

inconvenience of the treaty was later recogniseth®yBritish?°

Subsequently the English entered into contract @hlattoo Chetty to
supply 500 candies of pepper at the rate he dermabeimg Rs. 61 On 6
July 1728, the Company received offers for 40 camdiach from Muccolli
Paquf? and Cana Chettyat the rate of Rs. 61 per candy. This was followed
by the sudden increase in the price of pepper.t€hakhetty reported his
inability to supply more pepper under Rs. 62% pendy.** Later, the
Company made contract with Brahmin merchant for &idies of pepper to

be delivered in August at the rate of Rs. 62%; pedy.”

In 1729, the production of pepper in Malabar waghbr than previous

years and the rate of the commodity also stood imwy With the direction

% bid.

37 Ibid., 15 February 1728.

¥ Ibid., 19 February 1728.

% |bid., 17 March 1728. Alfred MartinealLes Origines de Mahe de Malah&Paris,
1917, pp. 300-304; William Logan (edA Collection of Treaties, Engagements
and Other Papers of Importance Relating to Britstiairs in Malabar (hereafter
‘Treaties), Calicut, 1879, No. XVII, pp. 8-10.

0 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TF6 ®arch 1728.

*L TC, lll, Consultation, 6 May 1728.

*2lbid., 6 July 1728; See also, Ashin Das Guptalabar in Asian Trade 1740-1800,
Cambridge, 1967, p. 19.

*TC, Ill, Consultation, 20 July 1728.

*lbid., 29 July 1728.

 bid.

103



from Bombay, the Tellicherry factory purchased 1@@@dies of pepper at the
rate of Rs. 57 per candy. In September 1729, Jaiaddyll, the Chief of
Tellicherry wrote to Courts of Directors of Londtimat “the crop providing
more plentiful than usual and factory believed theyld have secured double
the quantity on the like terms, if Company requitédBut the Bombay
Council gave no direction to Tellicherry factory pwocure peppet’ In
November, the Chief informed the Bombay Councilt tthee rate of pepper
was very cheap and therefore the Company couldupgomore pepper for a
cheaper raté® In December, the Chief informed the Bombay Coutiuilt
more pepper was to be procured and it would beyrégdhe first of April
1730%° Then the Bombay Council directed purchase of peppdar as 1000
candies by April 1730, at the rate of Rs. 60 pedgeor under’

Within few months the price of pepper started simgoup but the
Company expected that the merchants of Kadathaidaabdl insist on Rs. 65-
66 per candy for pepper, nor do the merchants difalfam insist on less. The
merchants of Kadathanad exported their pepper tewuand sold there at
the rate of Rs. 69 per candy. Although the Freraded troubles, their ship
Duked Chartie loaded at Mahe and sailed to Pondigheith about 1300
candies of pepper, public and privaté\t Mahe, the French bought pepper at
the rate of Rs. 65 per candyAt the same time, the Tellicherry factory
received order from the Bombay Council to collergke quantity of pepper

and they expected after the end of monsoon twosswipuld come from

46

Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), I, JolBraddyll, Tellicherry Factory

(hereafter TF) to the Court of Directors for theitdd Companies of Merchants of

England Trading to the East Indies, London (heezdthe Court of Directors’), 23

September 1729.

" Ibid.

* LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, Bomb@guncil (hereafter BC), 26
November 1729.

*°Ibid., 12 December 1729.

" LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Direcso 31 January 1730.

®LLFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BCJ&ne 1730.

%2 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Direcso 7 February 1731.
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Britain. The factory found there was no sufficiestbck of pepper in the
warehouses and they expected a higher rate toiddqanew purchas#’ In

May, they made enquiries on the quantity of peppekattoo Chetty could
supply. He would not engage himself for above 18Qdees at the rate of Rs.
66. The merchants of Kadathanad insisted on Rpe68andy, and the whole
amount to be advanced them on contracting as wes itianner with the
French. Therefore, the Company decided to waitoftg or two months for

the arrival of new crop of peppgt.

In July, after the repeated request of the Comp&hattoo Chetty
agreed to deliver 120 candies at rate of Rs>@6few days later, Chattoo
Chetty informed the Company that for further sugplan increased rate of
Rs. 68 per candy was required. The Linguist explater means to procure
pepper but realising the fact there was scarcityepper, they decided to
procure 170 candies of pepper at the rate of Rpeé&andy? In addition to
this, the Company bought 150 candies from CaliEahnore and Ponnarii.

As per the direction from Robert Cowan, the Predicd Bombay
Council, in January 1731 the Company told Chattdwety and other
merchants to supply sufficient quantity of peppmr Bombay in two ship¥
Again in February, Robert Cowan directed to provi@@0 candies of pepper
after loading the two ships. The Chief immediateliyected the Calicut
Linguist to send 150 candies of pepper from the gamy warehouses. Then
the Company contracted with Chattoo Chetty, forQL6@ndies of pepper at

the rate of Rs. 65 per candy, but merchants ofagatn and Tellicherry were

23 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BCJ&ne 1730.
Ibid.

® TC, IV, Consultation, 1 August 1730.

% bid., 19 August 1730.

* LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Direcsp 7 February 1731; TC, IV,
Diary, 4 September 1730hid., 11 September 1730bid., 29 September 1730.

% TC, IV, Consultation, 9 February 1731.
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unwilling to contract for any large quantity of pep.>® The Company
understood pepper could not be purchased that rsa@astarge quantities
fewer than Rs. 65 to 66 per candy. John Braddik, Chief assured to
Bombay Council, that they should take the most entidand effectual
measure$? In March, Braddyll wrote to Bombay Council thatetlfrrench
seemed busy with their agents in all places so theyot mind price, which
was Rs. 67- 68 per candyln June, Braddyll wrote to Bombay Council that
the present season the French exported 1500 casfdiepper from Mah&

At the same time, the Company contracted 1000 eanai Rs. 65 and 800
candies at Rs. 63% per carfdythe Chief assured his Superiors that pepper
was daily coming to the warehouses and had no dafytrtocuring near 2000

candies in all the month of Octotfér.
Canarese Invasion and Company Trade

The Canarese invasion into the northern parts datkanad had not
affected trade at Tellicherry in its early phase.January 1732, Chattoo
Chetty informed the Company that he had much aB00tcandies of pepper
in warehouses. The Company thought they could aonit at Rs. 70 per
candy and asked him for more quantity at lower.tafhen the Company
offered Rs. 66 per candy for 1000 candies but bistied for a higher rate. At
last he contracted to deliver 1000 candies at Rpes candy before Aprif
In February 1732, the Bombay Council directed ® Tellicherry factory to

make provision of 1800 candies of pepper out ofpifesent crop for the ships

% LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BCM@arch1731.
" bid., 10 February 1731.

®. |bid., 6 March1731.

%2 bid., 3 June 1731.

% |bid.

® |pid., 2 August 1731.

% TC, V, Consultation, 28 January 1732.

% Ibid.
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expected next seas8hGradually the Canarese invasion partially affected
business of merchants of Valapattanam and ChattioettyC Due to the
Canarese invasion the English did not enter in eogtract for pepper.
Chattoo Chetty also reported that due to the imvasif Carnatic armies’ in

the region of Valapattanam led to general scadfifyepper:®

At the same time, the Company learnt from the eativthe
favourableness of the season in Malabar to promisery plentiful crop of
pepper. The Company told Chattoo Chetty that he thvasafest and proper
person to see what quantity and at what price haldvsupply®® But due to
the Canarese invasion Chattoo Chetty had to delag ko make his last
contract for 1000 candies pepper. Then the Compafoymed him, their
present requisition of pepper. He replied that lagl 00 candies in his
warehouse, which he could not deliver under theepdf Rs. 75 to 76 At
the same time at Calicut there was a very trifliuantity of the old pepper

and that too at so high a price as Rs. 77% pernycand

During discussion between Chattoo Chetty and theiamy, held in
the month of February he persisted on Rs. 70 padycéor 1000 candies he
promised to supply. At last he agreed to supplyOlé&dndies at the rate of Rs.
69% per candy by 10 Aprif After contracting with Chetty the English
frequently attempted to make a further contract pefpper from other
merchants, but found it impossible without givingery high price€> On 8

April Chief assured to Robert Cowan, they were endeng to make another

" Ibid., 19 February 1732.

8 |bid., 28 January 1732.

% TC,V, Diary, 5 July 1732.

0 TC, V, Consultation, 29 July 1732.

L TC, V, Diary, 22 October 1732.

2 LFT, II, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC2 February 1733; TC, VI,
Consultation, 14 February 1733.

8 LFT, Il, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BQ, Bebruary 1733.
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contract with Chattoo Chetty.Few days later, the Company made contract
with Chattoo Chetty for 1500 candies pepper at R4 the candy’ The
Company did not care to enter into new contractth vihattoo Chetty,
because he was in huge debts. The Company purckasskr quantities of

pepper from several other merchants of Telliche®aljcut and Tannor€.

The principal pepper markets of Malabar presentednsiderably new
situation after January the same year. Low yielthexnew season showed the
possibilities of low turnout in procuring peppemhel production for the year
was estimated to be one third of the last yearslpetion. In this situation,
the merchants demanded very extravagant pricethéar contract.” Even in
the hinterlands price was high, it was at 20 fangersmaunds, which is Rs.
80 the candy. The Chief wrote to Bombay that dudh® uncertainty of
sufficient quantity of pepper it would be impossilib exceed 2400 candies of
pepper by the time of departure of homeward sHips. Mahe, the French
delivered above Rs. 120000 in advance for peppértlay had raised the
price of pepper up to Rs. 80 per caddin this situation, Chattoo Chetty
informed the Company authority that as pepper wasce and dear, he would
not be able to supply for less than Rs. 84 per ydfidhe Company
understood it would be impossible to buy up anysaerable quantity even
more than 700 or 800 candies, and indeed Compasafrvaid of giving such
an extravagant rate for it. They knew that it wosltject them to terrible
consequences in futuf&éln this context, the Company searched for pepper

from other regions. At the same instance, Chiefigfrmation that above

™ lbid., 8 April 1733.

> lbid., BC, 19 May 1733.

® Ibid., 15 September 1733; LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF tob&t Cowan, BC, 31
October 1733.

" Ibid., 27 December 1733.

8 bid., 9 January 1734.

 LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF to William Wake, Anjeadractory, 23 January 1734.

8 LFT, lll, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,Rdbruary 1734.

8 bid., 17 January 1734.
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2000 candies of pepper was ready belonging to thel&l Raja at a place
called Ancola lying between Merjee and Anjadivad ahat it might be

purchased at about 22%2 pagodas per candy. The @Gfoehed the Bombay
Council that he or his factory is not authorizecctmtract for such quantity,
nor would send vessel to transport it. He thougivais advisable for securing
it for the next year’s purchase, and to preverdeihg carried away by the

French or the private merchants of Berfgal.
Decline of Chattoo Chetty’s Trade

The factory records showed that the Company’s palcmerchant
Chattoo Chetty faced troubles connected with higsleBy the end of 1734,
Chattoo Chetty began to insist for advance moneyionew contracts. This
attitude of Chattoo Chetty wondered the Companye Tlompany observed
that earlier Chattoo Chetty was capable of contrgdior larger quantity of
pepper without expecting any money in advance. Chenpany wanted to
know more about the reasons for his inability t@my without going for
advances. The problem was identified as the disumib his family and
division of their capitals, which plunged him inbde In December 1734,
Chattoo Chetty approached the Company for an adgvamount of Rs. 10000
for the purchase of pepper from the several petigers of Tellicherry. The
Company agreed to supply him with Rs. 6000 and M#tetians rating the
latter at 90 fanam®¥ In January 1735, Chattoo Chetty informed the Cargpa
that he was able to supply only 500 candféBhe Company considered it
was impractical to engage another person to trarnkacaffair and as they
had full faith in him they decided to proceed whis contracf® On 11

8 |bid.

8 TC, VII, Consultation, 28 December 1734.

8 LFT, IV, Stephen Law, TF to John Horne, BC, 17ukary 1735.
8 TC, VII, Consultation, 13 January1735.
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February, Chattoo Chetty agreed to deliver 200@lieznat the rate of Rs. 72

per candy including 530 candies which were alredelivered®®

Although the Company had trust in Chattoo Chetgytthought it was
wise to enlist the support of other merchants wiould be able to satisfy
their requirements. This drew them towards Neleakédmod and Changuem
Cunhiamod, the Moor inhabitants of Tellicherry bexz& hese merchants had
been employed on Company’s private accounts setigras. They agreed to
purchase pepper from the regions around Valapattanaquesting an
advance of Rs. 6000 to go on with their investm&he Company agreed the
same as they expected the deal to likely comelweamer than their deal with
Chattoo Chetty’ On 5 March, Nelearate Mamod and Changuem Cunhiamod
delivered 96 candies computed at Rs. 6750. Then #s&ed for another
supply of Rs. 6000. The Company conceived it wasossible to reject the
offer, in regard to integrity of these Moor merctg&anThe price of these
merchants was cheaper than what the Company pedthasm Chattoo
Chetty. Accordingly the Chief directed the treastoyissue Rs. 6000 to the
above person®.The Chief reminded the Bombay Council about the filom
Chattoo Chetty and wanted them to initiate stepsetmver it in the best

manner they could.

The Linguist informed the Chief that the French chants carrying
pepper to Calicut market was one major difficulty Chattoo Chetty. They
were collecting pepper from areas of operation bet§y which adversely
affected the business of Chattoo Ch&its per the Company accounts of
October 1735, Chattoo Chetty had due of more tl280 Zandies of pepper.

8 TC, VII, Diary, 11 February 1735; LFT, IV, Stephdaw, TF to the Court of
Directors, 15 February 1735; LFT, IV, Stephen LaWws; to John Horne, BC, 4
March 1735.

8 TcC, VII, Consultation, 13 February 1735.

% Ibid., 5 March 1735.

8 Ibid., 21 September735.
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While Chetty was in huge debts he promised to delwhat he owed to the
Company and he tried to procure pepper with thepastpof some other
merchants. For that purpose he had advanced morigotMoor merchants
Cacart Tupy and Tykan Cutially for 60 candies gbger. They promised to
deliver it as early possible at the rate of Rs.pé&2 candy” Badamalah
Cuhnipi also promised Chattoo Chetty to give 15doasof pepper at the rate
of Rs. 73

The Canarese invasion of the region had severelgctafl the
prospects of Chattoo Chetty. As a result of Camaiagasion the houses,
warehouses and other goods of Chattoo Chetty, gardggere burned down
by the invaders that affected his prosperous tfatiewever, the Company
apprehended by the most intelligent persons thatelstate was yet in a
condition not only of clearindpis debts but that a handsome surplus would
remain. Moreover, the Company had good faith onti©baChetty for his
supremacy in pepper trade in the region. Therefibe ,Company continued
to assert that “he was better capable of manadiag tany other persons
hereabouts, and whose circumstances howsoevemilgtyt be, ought to be
judged preferable to whomsoever else they coulst this way.®® In August
1736, the Bombay Council ordered the Chief to pasehthat season all the
pepper from Malabar, but the Company had no hopentdring into a new
contract with Chattoo Chetty being in arre#irAnother important merchant
Badamalah Putturah also failed in weighing the tjitaexpected from him.
No other persons seemed fit to be trusted with @nsiderable sum. They

had not been able to buy up much because of r&ien Tompany directed

% bid.

L Ibid., 8 October 735.

92 TC, VIII, Letter, Stephen Law, TF to BentatamatibHonovar and Gonia Sannay
of Gundapore, 11 May 1736.

% TC, VIII, Consultation, 9 March 1736.

% TC, IX, Consultation, 12ugust 1736.
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Chattoo Chetty to supply what he owed to the Comyaand for endeavouring

to make a further purchage.

Few days later, Chattoo Chetty agreed on Companyest for
contracting for pepper, but due to his sicknessvas unable to reach the
factory in person. He sent his brother, who beialged to on the above
matter, positively refused to engage for any qugdtiln December, Chattoo
Chetty reached the factory for adjusting his lasbtact with Company.
There he found that he owed to supply 56 candidssamen mounds which
he declared that he would deliver into Company tvawse. He represented
that if Company failed to advance him an amouriRef10000, he would lose
the opportunity of collecting a considerable qusndf new pepper. Chattoo
Chetty being the most trusted merchant of the Cowyplae Chief agreed to
issue him the sum he desir€dn between the Company held negotiations
with the bazaar merchants for the supply of peppéter the discussions,
they agreed to supply 200 candies at the rate of7Bsper candy® The
Company was not satisfied on this limited quanéibd realising the risk in
advancing the money, rejected the present offethefMoors’® Few days
later, the Moor merchants turned up with the oftedeliver 250 candies at
the rate of Rs. 73 per candy. The Company accépeedffer accordingly and
the whole sum was agreed to be issued immediatelgidering their reasons
for requiring it. The Company found that if Moor&me unable to secure the
said quantity immediately, it might be difficult fothem to obtain it

hereafter-®

% bid.

% bid.

" Ibid., 24December 1736.
% |bid., 20August 1736.
% bid.

1% 1bid., 6 September 1736.
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In February 1737, Chattoo Chetty reappeared irvadiusiness with
the Company. The production of pepper in the yeas assumed to be very
low and a rise in the price of pepper was expedi@@r consultations Chetty
offered to supply 1000 candies at the rate of Rpét candy. The Company
realising the offered price very reasonable, agteeaiccept his offer on the
terms he proposed’ Then he personally requested for the advance patyme
of the full amount due on account of contract. ldawinced the Company of
his financial difficulties and told them that noayment of the full amount
would make him unable to purchase the promisedtguaAt the same time,
the Bombay Council approved advancing Rs. 1006Chattoo Chetty® The
Company realised that the price rise was due tocgaof the crop. In this
context, the Company agreed on his contract andreddto disburse the

required money to hirf?

Since the end of Canarese war, the Company’s pgppehase had
been increased considerably, especially in Teliigheand Calicut.
Consequently, the price of pepper was also risasg, fespecially at Calicut,
but the onset of monsoon in the region had an adveifect on Company’s
purchase of peppé?? Though the heavy rain began to decline in Augusyt
could not purchase sufficient quantity of peppédrthe pepper was scarce and
was able to deliver only less than 100 candieh¢owarehouse. Hence, the
Company considered it a very insufficient quantiwat had been received
from Company’s debtors last month. So the Compastydgd to press these
merchants to deliver their arrears of pepper bbgtt@o Chetty who was the
principal agent in arrears, represented his irtgidir making the same good
at present. He also reported them that pepper haas éxtremely scarce and
the rate at present had touched Rs. 80 per cardidisis context, the Chief

191 1bid., 8February 1737.

192 | TT, Il, John Horne, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 2bfery 1737.
19 TC, IX, Consultation, 28ebruary 1737.

194 TC, IX, Diary, 17 June 1737.
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reported to the Bombay Council that it would be tmasident for them to
wait, until he could pay deb?®

On 23 December, Chattoo Chetty appeared before Cihvpany
authorities and assured them that the whole qyawitiuld be delivered as
soon as the new crop is gathered. He also requistéal advance payment
of pepper to be purchased. The Company thoughtith#ite early years,
under such circumstances he was able to launckame sums for securing
new pepper at the beginning of the year. The Companlising his bad
situation, decided to help him to disburse Rs. 00800n 25 December, the
Chief informed the Bombay Council that the presstick of pepper in
warehouse was 1771 candies. The merchants weretegpe supply another
245 candies as per the existing contracts. He iafsomed that the price of
new pepper was at Rs. 82 to 84 per cafltt the same time, the Company
entered into contracts with the several mercham®ng whom Chattoo
Chetty in particular had been applied to, but wasmtl no ways inclinable to
engage for delivering the near quantity of Companyeeds. In this time
Chetty was unwilling to supply more quantity and other merchant of
reputation to be prevailed on to contract. The Camypfound that the
production of pepper in that season was very indenable. The Company
apprehend that it would not be in their power touse even 2000 candies this
season and the contract which they made would benadst exorbitant rate.
The possibility of the renewal of the Canarese &also had an impact on the
pepper marketd® Hence, the Company directed the Moor merchants to

immediately clear their former balancés.

195 TC, IX, Consultation, 7 October 1737.
106 1hid., 23 December 1737.

197 1bid., 25December 1737.

1% TC, X, Diary, 24 January 1738.

199 TC, X, Consultation, 23 January 1738.
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After the discussions with the Company, on 17 babr 1738, the
merchants Chattoo Chetty, Mucatum Portu Paqui, date Tupee,
Baunibeltu Cuhnipi and Batila Paqui contractedsigpplying 1250 candies at
a price of Rs. 80% per canfy At the same time, the Company was able to
procure some quantity of pepper from some othechats at a low rate than
that of Chattoo Chetty and the Moor merchants. Or~@bruary, Ballorate
Callandra contracted with the Company for procuripgpper from
Valapattanam and solicited for an advance of R€048nd the treasury
disbursed the same to him accordingfyOn 27 February 1738, the Company
advanced Cacart Tupy an amount Rs. 4000. Then Caepy had delivered
to the warehouse 41 candies and one mound anddéhad within a short
time the supply would be raised to 100 candies.r8fbee, the Company
agreed to sign contract with him for 100 candieshatrate of Rs. 794 per
candy'*? At this time, the Bombay Council directed the Ghi@secure 2000
candies of pepper as three ships were expected Eogland for the next
season. They permitted the Chief for giving the esgmce for it as others if
not to be had for less® The Chief replied that he apprehend it would be
impractical to secure more than 1800 candies th@as@ and what was
remaining at the Tellicherry warehouse of the otdpcwere about 1499

candies**

In this circumstance, the Company tried to entéo icontracts with
more merchants to facilitate the purchase of mar@ntity of pepper. On 8
March, Chattoo Chetty solicited for an advance @iney on account of 25
candies at the rate of Rs. 80% per candy of pembérh he promised to

119 1bid., 17 February 1738.

1 TC, X, Diary, 20 February 1738.

12 TC, X, Consultation, 27 February 1738.
3 1bid., 6 March 1738.

14 TC, X, Diary, 7 March 1738.

115



deliver speedily’® Few days later, Chattoo Chetty requested advamcas
candies of pepper at the rate of Rs. 84 per c&fidy. March, four bazaar
merchants demanded Rs. 84 per candy to supply @&ies of pepper. The
demand of the merchants for enhanced prices shadhatdthere was an
extreme scarcity of pepper this season. The sgavtipepper in the country
and competition from the French led to the rise prnice of the
commodity.-Therefore, the Company accepted the offer madehbyMoor
merchants to supply 250 candies at the price deethhyg them being Rs. 84
per candy. Accordingly, on 27 March, four Moors-lé&ate Tupy, Mucatum
Paqui, Batila Paqui and Baunibeltu Cunhipy- delke250 candies of pepper
at the rate of Rs. 84 per candyOn 23 March, Ballorate Callandra solicited
for a further advance of Rs. 2000 towards provigiegper:® On 27 March,
Cacart Tupy, solicited for an advance of money etmahe amount of 25
candies at the rate of Rs. 84 per cahdyn May, the Chief wrote to Bombay
that because of the scarcity of pepper last setdsofactory had only been
able to contract for 2545 candies at the rate of8Rghe candy’° On 9 June,
the Chief acquainted to Bombay Superiors that thene having a prospect of
securing 250 candies of pepper more at Rs. 84aheyc?*

European Companies and Increasing Prices of Pepper

The commercial competition between, the English #mel French
companies lead to increasing the demand and pfipepper in Malabar. At
Mahe, the French agents paid high prices to hanterl merchants and
producers. It had affected adversely the prospecthe English and their

merchants. It is clear from a number of Companyms. On 23 August

15 |bid., 8 March 1738.

116 TC, X, Consultation, 13 March 1738.
17 1bid., 27 March 1738.

18 TC, X, Diary, 23 March 1738.

19 TC, X, Consultation, 27 March 1738.
120 TC, X, Diary, 23 May 1738.

121 bid., 17 June 1738.
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1739, Nelearate Tupy came to factory with Rs. 3d4d@art advanced money
for 55 candies of pepper in June. He informed tbm@any of his inability to

procure sufficient old pepper due to the Frenchctma of giving price

ranging from 95 to 110 per candy for small quaesitiHence, he desired to
give back advanced money to the Comp&iyThe English heard of the
French practice of giving extravagant pricésTherefore, the records of
Tellicherry factory stated that these practices ldianake them suffer in the
end*** In May 1739, the Bombay Council recommended to Te#icherry

factory to secure the entire pepper possible, diedtevely prevent the price
rising.!?> The English realized that it was impractical fbe tmerchants to
procure further pepper. They found that the Fredidpatched number of
ships to Europe from Mahe with large quantitiespepper. The English

feared it would affect their purchase of peplér.

In 1740, the English and the French companies dgvaehe price of
pepper in that season at the rate of Rs. 78 peatycdime English advised to
their merchants in the case of the French givingemban Rs. 78 to the
merchants of Mahe, they might also consider it etingly.**’ The merchants
Cacart Tupy and Ananda Cutty offered pepper atdle of Rs. 78 per candy
and desired advance moné§yOn 12 January, five other bazaar merchants
contracted with the Company for Rs. 78 per calfdut in February, pepper
merchants complained to the English that the metshaf Mahe given high
prices for pepper, which was from 45 to 50 Spadwhars per candy (Rs. 90-

122 TC, XI, Consultation, 31 August 1739.

123 LTT, IV, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, Xvember 1739.
124 TC, XI, Consultation, 31 August 1739.

12 1bid., 6 November 1739.

126 1bid., 14 December 1739.

127 1bid., 7 January 1740.

128 |bid., 8 January 1740.

129 1bid., 12 January 1740.
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100). So they could not procure any at the ratg ttontracted for with the
Company:*°

The English Chief Stephen Law complained in seviatiérs to the
French for increasing the price of pepper but tren€h denied they had not
paid anything more than the price agreed by bothpamies. Then with the
permission of the Chief, the Linguist sent ten ndsuaf pepper to Mahe, and
sold it there to a French merchant for 237 fanaméch was at the rate of Rs.
95 per candy. With this the Tellicherry factory dew convinced of the
complaint of their merchanté! Therefore, the English decided to give liberty
to the merchants to purchase all the pepper theldcat the least rates, and
advance them money in the usual mariffeAt the same instance the drought
affected the Company'’s purchase of pepper fromhsontregion mainly from
Kadathanad®® These factors led to the leap in the price of pepiproughout
the hinterlands of Tellicherry. The bazaar merchaiteged that what they
had lately bought cost them from Rs. 82 to 86 @erdy and that the price
still is rising. Then the Company repeated to thedar merchants, what they
before recommended to them to purchase as cheiéeysould ™ In April,
the bazaar merchants declared they could not aftodeliver less than Rs. 89
per candy. On 21 April, the merchants Nelearate yJTupatila Paqui,
Muccatum Paqui, Baunibeltu Cunhipy and Combem Allipnade contract

with the Company for 200 Candies of pepper.

In May 1740, the three northern merchants Ballor@mlandra,
Baccadem Chandu and Neyen Ellea Chettian came tiatiory and adjusted

their accounts of new pepper delivered to factbry season, which they had

130 1bid., 23 February 1740.

131 |bid.

132 |bid.

133 LTT, IV, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, E2bruary 1740.
13 TC, XI, Consultation, 18 March 1740.

135 1bid., 21 April 1740.
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purchased at various prices. Ballorate Callandsurasl that one of the
country merchants had in hand ready weighed ofdicimem more than 14
candies of pepper. The Company accepted his demande which was at
the rate of Rs. 86 per canty. The Company considered that prices of pepper
were going into its peak in entire Malabar. In tleentext, the Company
followed a new method for purchase pepper fromdlasas. The Company
carefully observed the price in the several bazdawsn where these
merchants purchased. The Company computed thawvhiode quantity of
pepper purchased this season from Aggar and V&deyaah was from Rs. 76
to 85 per candy. Therefore, the Company proposat dbntract with the
northern merchants be made at the rate of Rs. 8Gapely**’

In July, the pepper merchants of the bazaar arerottame to the fort
to adjust their account§® To adjust price with bazaar merchants the
Company followed the same method as with thosehef\talapattanarf’
The Company agreed that the whole quantities op@emwould be delivered
this season by the bazaar merchants at the r&ke.d@4 %2 per candy. Cacart
Tupy and Comben Namy also agreed at the rate 08 Rper candy. At the
same time, the Company bought 27 candies of pegiptre rate of Rs. 82
from Ballipy Cunhimy**°Another merchant Annada Cutty agreed delivery for
15Y% candies at same pric€.By August of the same year the cost of pepper
rose to Rs. 89 per cand¥.Cacart Tupy agreed to procure 200 candies of
pepper from the Kadathanad region, but demande@@&& 98 per candy as

it must be brought a great way about inland asRtesch were obstructing

13 1bid., 13 May 1740.

137 |bid.

138 bid., 31 July 1740.

139 |pid.

149 |pid.

141 |pid.

142 TC, XII, Consultation, 26 August 1740.
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transportation by sed He insisted for a quick decision to secure it
considering the possibility of carrying it overlata Calicut where Rs. 106
per candy was given for small quantities of old gep In this context, the

Company agreed to Cacart Tupy’s proposal and aé¢tnicn Rs. 4006%*

Due to the high price of pepper at Calicut the hants carried pepper
from Vadakara and other places to Calicut, whicdappointed the English
Company*** The merchants of Calicut brought these peppéeretdte of Rs.
100 to 108 per candy, and had sold it again ondbship for Rs. 110 to 120
per candy. The demand of Calicut had drained nebhdywhole produce of
Kadathanad. At the same time, the English Compaaschants gave very
exorbitant price to the inland merchants, as tlemélm gave Rs. 100 per candy
to the inland merchant&® Through their enquiries the Company understood
that the merchants could deliver pepper under Bsp&r candy. Then the
Company called a meeting of merchants and the lishgcquainted them
that the Company would advance them for 350 carali¢be rate of Rs. 95
per candy to be delivered in all that season. Kinde merchants Muccatum
Paqui, Nelearate Tupy, Baunibeltu Cunhipy, Combelip@y, Batila Paqui
and Cacart Tupy contracted with Company to delB®d candies of pepper
that season at the rate of Rs. 95 per cafidyhe Company also procured 100
candies from Cacart Tupy and 30 candies from B&@&qui at the rate of Rs.
95 per candy?®

143 |pid., 6 November 1740.

14 bid.

45 TC, XIl, Letter, William Wake, TF to Dirois, Mah€&actory (hereafter MF), 7
March 1741.

146 TC, XII, Consultation, 24 April 1741.

17 |bid.

18 1bid., 12 May 1741jbid., 1 July 1741jbid., 1 June 1741.
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Treaty of 1741

In September 1741, Signard, the French Chief ateviatpressed his
desire for a friendly correspondence with Telliclidiactory. William Wake,
the Chief of Tellicherry replied that he was notyodesirous of keeping a
friendly correspondence with him, but should gladigter into proper
measures for lowering the exorbitant price of pepflerhen, William Wake
entered into the several discussions with Frengieor La Bourdonnais, for
breaking the price of peppét® Accordingly on 25 December 1741, the
French and the English companies signed anotheuahwgreement for

lowering the prices of peppét*

The ultimate result of agreement was that the comegaunderstood
the price of pepper could not be reduced by cot#rac agreements. The
companies agreed not to advance any money to thehargs until the price
could be opened at the rate of 85 per candy. TlzeBdurdonnais assured the
English that they would not purchase pepper atcGalind he did the same to
them*? The agreement had not resulted in bringing dovenpitice of pepper
in the market of Malabar. It is evident from thiaiter contracts. On 27 March
1742, the bazaar merchants agreed with the Enfglishew contract for 300

candies of pepper at the rate of Rs. 104 per catidy.

On 3 March, Ballorate Callandra was advanced Rsp&7candy for
125 candies of pepper. Javarra Canna of Irikkur atgeed on the same terms

with the Company. They contracted with Cacart Tujpeel00 candies at the

149 TC, XIIl, Diary, 11 September 1741.

%0 pid., 25 December 1741.

31 1bid.; William Logan, Treaties Op. cit, 25 December 1741, No. CVIII, pp. 90-92.

152 TC, XIIl, Diary, 12 January 1742.

133 As per this contract Mucatum Paqui- 60 candiemyrBbeltu Cunhipy- 40 candies,
Batila Paqui- 40 candies, Nelearate Tupy- 35 cand@acart Tupy- 100 candies
and Combem Allippy- 25 candies agreed to deliveriaghe Company. See for
details, TC, XIlIl, Consultation, 27 March 1742.
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rate of Rs. 98 per candy’ On 20 March, Ballorate Callandra requested the
Company for a further advance for 50 candies ofppepand expressed
willingness to purchase what was remaining in thetsp adjacent to
Valapattanam for less than Rs. 100 per cdndyhe Company considered
that Ballorate Callandra, was not able to deliveppger at less than Rs. 101
per candy. Therefore, they agreed to advance hirBGaandies of pepper in
full at the rate of Rs. 101 per cantyChattoo of Aggar likewise contracted
with 25 candies of pepper at the rate of Rs. 101cpady. At the same time,
Shaik Abdalla of Madday demanded at the rate of ®sper candy for 8

candies®’

In September 1742, the Bombay Council directed Tedicherry
factory for procuring all the pepper possible tlwyld. The Company had
already used their utmost diligence to collect gepfpom Tellicherry and
other places like Cochin, Mangalore and Honovarth&t same instance, the
Chief received information that several parcelgpepper at Mangalore and
the parts adjacent were being readied to be prece&al Tellicherry. The
Chief agreed the offer and the sum of Rs. 5000seas to Mangalor&® The
Company expected from Cochin some quantity. Thegwable to collect 200
or 300 candies at the market price and as muchooe from Swamy Putturah
at Calicut. Small quantities were procured from g&ore and Manjeswer,
but the disputes between the Canarese Governmdnharchants adversely

affected the purchase of pepper from these pfaces.

% |bid., 3 March 1742.

155 1bid., 20 March 1742.

% |pid.

57 |bid., 21 March 1742.

138 TC, XIV, Consultation, 16 August 1742.
159 bid., 17 September 1742.
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Again in January 1743, the Bombay Council asked Tk#icherry
factory to collect pepper in large quantities ire thew seasoff’ On 10
January, William Jaynson, John Lemmon, Linguist amerchants went to
Mahe, to settle the price of pepper. After consigtes the companies
reciprocally agreed to advance money to their respe merchant$® The
companies found that the merchants misused theitracis and they were
buying pepper inland at the rate of Rs. 114 pedgawhich was unheard
price until yet'®In this context, the companies decided to keepttues and
mutually agreed to purchase pepper for the futtithearate of Rs. 104 per

candy*®® Both the companies decided to invite their mercham adjust the

price of peppet® Therefore on 19 February, with the Chief's direstithe
English summoned the merchants at Tellicherry fgctd@he merchants
demanded Rs. 116 per candyAt Mahe, the French could not prevail on

them to fix a price.

The next day, the French Chief Duval de Leyril\ad at Tellicherry,
he alleged that pepper was so scarce. The Englestchants had already
given Rs. 116 per candy at Pannor. Then English gaom called their
merchants and insisted on fixing a price for theppee.'®® After the
discussions with Company the merchants agreed Es.ahd offered 250
candies®’ At the same time, the English Company complaimeth¢ French
that they heard that Candote Paqui, the head marcbh Mahe was
purchasing pepper from Pannor at the rate of R8. & candy®® On 28

1% |bid., 8 January 1743.

81 TC, X1V, Diary, 10 January 1743.

182 1bid., 2 February 1743.

183 1bid., 3 February 1743.

1% 1bid., 18 February 1743.

185 |bid., 19 February 1743.

1% 1bid.; TC, XIV, Consultation, 22 February 1743.
187 |bid., 26 February 1743.

188 TC, XIV, Diary, 26 February 1743.
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February, the French also made condition to set#eorice of pepper, as the
English had already dor&’

In the following days the Tellicherry factory sighenumber of
contracts with different merchants, most of thermdeded Rs. 115. On 3
March, Mucatum Paqui and Batila Paqui expresseid wikingness to make
contract for 50 candies of pepper each at theafaRs. 115 per candy® On
4 March, Chattoo of Aggar entered into a contractlflO candies pepper at
the rate of Rs. 115 per cand$.On 11 March, three bazaar merchants
requested to be advanced money for 125 candies oh@epper at the rate of
Rs. 115 per cand¥/?In the following days the Company contracted with
Mucatum Paqui for 50 candié§ Tycandy Cuhnially for 25 candi¥$and
Combem Allippy for 30 candié® at the rate of Rs. 115 per candy. Whereas
on 25 April the Company refused the demand of Gsenhifor Rs. 115 per
candy and the Company insisted for Rs. 110 perycHfi®¢ame day, Chattoo
of Aggar and Ballorate Callandra pressed for R9D pér candy.’’ The

Company accepted the price and agreed to purcht8e i

In this context, the English adopted new method lGwering the
prices of pepper, so they tried to meet their memth separately. The
merchants severally stated that, the price stoddeasame high price in the
hinterlands. It was very scarce and could be pwathaonly in very small

parcels and with a great deal of trouble and diffic'’° On 20 May, the

189 1pid., 1 March 1743.
170 TC, X1V, Consultation, 3 March 1743.
11 bid., 4 March 1743.
172 bid., 11 March 1743.
13 |bid., 25 March 1743.
174 |bid., 1 March 1743.
175 1bid., 29 March 1743.
7% 1bid., 25 April 1743.
7 |bid.

178 pid.

179 1bid. 6 May 1743.
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Company discussed with the bazaar merchants and pgrevailed on to
contract at less than Rs. 115 per candy. Then i@p@ny agreed with
Mucatum Paqui and Combem Allippy advanced moneybfbrandies at the
rate of Rs. 114%° Other three merchants Nelearate Tupy, Batila Paqdi
Baunibeltu Cunhipy being still deficient upwardsl®0 candies of what they
should have delivered in the last year, and abdutahdies for what money
advanced them this year. The Company entirely tegethis proposal, and
told them to first bring in a reasonable part ofaivtiney have already indebted
to the Company® At the same time, the French Chief Leyrit, infothtae
English that he had been equally with English emdeag to lower the price

of pepper:??
Fall of Price of Pepper

The English Company records speak that by the éAd48 there was
great fall in the prices of pepper throughout tharkats of Malabar. The
reason for the fall of price was mainly the polscaf English Company and
plentiful production of pepper. When the price toed Rs. 114 per candy the
Company thought it the time to fix the price fopper. The Company had the
opinion that they might get the ensuing crop atetbing under Rs. 90 per
candy. Then they decided to fix one candy of peppdine rate of Rs. 80 and
send a notice to the merchants that they werevedaiot to give above Rs.
80 per candy for any of the new crop of pepper fanbid them giving more
than that. Duval de Leyril, the French Chief folledvthe same method at
Mahée® and believed the price of Rs. 80 per candy whieh English had

determined upon was reasonable. He told they whnrlld their merchants

80 TC, X1V, Diary, 20 May 1743.

18l TC, XIV, Consultation, 20 May 1743.

182 TC, XIV, Diary, 21 May 1743.

18 TC, XV, Consultation, 21 November 1743.

125



to exceed that price in any of their purcha¥ésTherefore, the English
Company’s merchants were summoned at the factofix tat the rate of Rs.
80 per candy® In December, the Company heard that the priceéhlzeing

at present from Rs. 85 to 90 per candy, by the islligence Company

would get, it was sold at less than Rs%0.

In January 1744, the new season of pepper conraetopened when
the bazaar merchants demanded Rs. 100 per candyEinglish Company
thought that if they waited ten or fifteen daysiutite bazaars were well
stocked and the merchants in expectation of puerhashat they should be
able to buy much cheaper, which appear to be vemsanable. Then
Company sent for Chattoo, Ballorate Callandra ai@nidy Cuhnially, who
were better able to judge what they might ventareantract. The Company’s
bazaar merchants agreed to stand to any price woeyd contract. The
Company decided not to give more than Rs. 80 pedyc&’ On 17 January,
the French had summoned their pepper merchantsolold not prevail with
them to fix the price for the new crop. So theyndssed them with a
prohibition to make any purchases at higher radm tio be able to sell it to
them at the rate of Rs. 80 per candy, as the BHnbhbsl done. Then they told
their merchants and gave public notices in therabes that nobody should

presume to give mor&>

On 24 January 1744, the bazaar merchants and Chgpyt met at
factory and demanded Rs. 90 per candy for contbhoew season. At last
they agreed it to Rs. 87% per candy for all thasea. The English fixed that
for the above mentioned price, and that they agtequhy money for 1550

18 TC, XV, Letter, Duval De Leyrit, MF to John GeekiTF, 23 November 1743.
18 TC, XV, Consultation, 24 November 1743.

18 |pid., 31 December 1743.

87 1bid., 12 January 1744.

18 TC, XV, Diary, 17 January 1744.
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candiest®® Also acquainted to Chattoo and Ballorate Callarufrahe price
the Company had made with bazaar merchants, anithdxa come to receive
money likewise'® As per this agreement the Company contracted with
Cacart Tupy 200 candies, Mucatum Paqui 500 can@esibem Allippy 250
candies, Baunibeltu Cunhipy 200 candies, Neleafajgy 250 candies and
Batila Paqui 150 candies. At Mahe, the French agoeed with their
merchants on the same terms of the English atchellry’®* On 27 January,
the Company agreed with Chattoo for 700 candiethatsame price of Rs.
87V per candy’’ Ballorate Callandra also demanded the same pives do
the bazaar merchants, but the Company refusecehisuad. Later he reduced
it down to Rs. 85% per candy, and the Company dgvath him for 300
candies->* Another merchant Ticandy Cunhially offered 500 dies at the
same rate with bazaar merchants and the Compaeyptactthis offet®* On
10 February, Arera Muta Raja, the King of Kottaypramised the Company
that his debt in pepper delivered at Tellicherrytla¢ rate of Rs. 90 per

candy'®

Again on 3February, the Company made another contract wigh th
bazaar merchants and Cacart Tupy for 450 candit® aate of Rs. 87% per
candy.’® In the end of February, the bazaar merchants, r€abapy,
Cunhiseu and Ballorate Callandra requested an advahmoney for 1550
candies. The Company endeavoured to lower the pbige found it

ineffectual. Therefore, the Company agreed witimtier 1550 candies, at the

189 TC, XV, Consultation, 24 January 1744.

19 |pid.

91 TC, XV, Diary, 24 January 1744.

192 TC, XV, Consultation, 27 January 1744.

193 1bid., 28 January 1744.

19 Ticandy Cunhially was a punctual merchant, whedi in Kadathanad, and makes
his purchases there which does not at all interfasith Company’s other
merchants. See for detailjd., 30 January 1744.

19 1bid., 10 February 1744,

1% bid., 3 February 1744.
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same price as before at Rs. 87% per cdndin April, these merchants
offered another 3000 candies more pepper at the gaiwe. The Company
argued with them to lower the price, but they aldghat the hinterland

merchants had begun to purchase with a designep keaup until the end of

the season, in the hope of getting a greater phoceit. Therefore, the

Company accepted their demafi.In May, Maddaicarem Callandra a
merchant to the north of Valapattanam had madeffen to deliver about 30

candies of pepper. Therefore, the Company accépseaffer and paid to him

Rs. 88% per candy’

On 18 June, the English Linguist enquired with rhants about
contracting for 2000 candies more. The Companyddekcto wait for three or
four days thinking to lower the price three or foupees’® On 20 June 1744,
the Chief summoned meeting of merchants and dedidgourchase 2000
candies more for that year by the end of Decembee. Company offered
them Rs. 84 per candy, but they refused to conti@cthat price. After
discussions with the Company the merchants werénwito contract for
2000 candies at the rate of Rs. 85 per candy, ssuted to deliver by the end
of Decembef® As per this agreement the Company contracted @itbart
Tupy 50 candies, Mucatum Paqui 250 candies, Comiléppy 245 candies,
Baunibeltu Cunhipy 200 candies, Nelearate Tupy @@&dies, Batila Paqui
250 candies, Chattoo of Aggar 400 candies, Tycdbaiyhially 150 candies
and Ballorate Callandra 200 candfés.

Since Company’s last contract with their merchaittthe rate of Rs.

85, the price of pepper rose to Rs. 88 per candyhe hinterlands of

7 bid., 27 February 1744.

198 1bid., 30 April 1744.

199 1bid., 7 May 1744.

20 TC, XV, Diary, 18June 1744.

21 TC, XV, Consultation, 20une 1744.
22 TC, XV, Diary, 26 June 1744.
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Tellicherry. So the Company seemed doubtful thairtmerchants would be
able to supply the contracted quantity of 2000 @sfd®In their turn the
merchants were very much disappointed in the quarttiey imagined
procurable. They requested that in case they faualolsolutely impossible to
procure the said quantity, the Company would pethem to return to the
Company account the advanced money. The merchaltusthat if they
deliver the said quantity of pepper under Rs. 95caady, it would not only
ruin them but have a bad effect on the price ofrtéet year crop as well. In
this situation the Company accepted the requeshafthants to return the

money that they had received batk.

The Company records of August 1745, speaks thaprice of pepper
again reduced to less than Rs.?80n the beginning of 1745, the Company
contracted with bazaar merchants at the rate oB&ger candy for the new
season pepper. On 24 August 1745, the Company teccépe offer of one
Chuli Paqui a merchant of Errioud, about 60 candiegepper at the rate of
Rs. 88 per candy, the same price Company gave tohamets>°° The same
day Combem Allippy made contract with Company 60 tandies of pepper
at Rs. 88%" On 28 November, Domingo Rodriguez had deliveregi dfndies
at the rate of Rs. 88 per candy into warehdffsi the beginning of 1746 the
price of pepper again increased in Tellicherry &alicut. On 12 January
1746, William West at Calicut advised that he hagdd to contract for the
pepper at less than Rs. 102 per candy and woutdhteak the pric€”® The
next day he advised that he had contracted forcaddies of pepper for ship

23 pid., 7July 1744.

204 TC, XV, Consultation, 31 July 1744.

2% We not get any records of period from August 17@duly 1745.
2% TC, XVI, Diary, 24 August 1745.

207 | pid.

2% 1hid., 28 November 1745.

29 pid., 12 January 1746.
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Essex at the rate of Rs. 100 per cafidyn January, the English Company
considered the purchase of new crop of pepper heg assumed that the
merchants might give it to Company at the rate f /8 per candy. It was Rs.
10 per candy lesser than the last year. At the séime, the English

understood that the French might not probably belmasers that season, yet
should the English Company limit them to a lowac@ithe greatest part of it

would slip out of the English hands and be cartiedther places§™

The disastrous political condition of Malabar aféstthe purchase of
pepper, the Company thought that they were too tlaé¢ season and no
money yet advanced or fixed regarding the pricpegper with merchants.
They thought the long delay would help them to oedthe price as low as
possible. There were above 2700 candies of last ygap in the
warehousé? At last on 14 March, the pepper merchants disclgsth the
Company, they asked the quantity of pepper thaCibrapany was willing to
contract for new season, and at what price. Thegeato make contract for
1000 or 1500 candies at the same price as last ydech was Rs. 88 per
candy. The English informed them that their demaad unreasonable. The
Linguist informed them that “the Company’s warehegitiad enough of the
former years pepper to serve Company’s occasiotiout touching upon the
new year crop, and that they were about to make oemiract only to
encourage the planters and merchants to contirueitidustry and give them
employment, in order that they might earn liveliidor their families.*** To
this the merchants answered that this year’'s cra® not above three fourths

the quantity of last years, and that they met wiblstructions from the King

10 1bid., 13 January 1746.

2L TC, XVI, Consultation, 29 January 1746.
22 TC, XVI, Diary, 12 March 1746.

23 TC, XVI, Consultation, 14 March 1746.
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of Kottayam who had taken some pepper from thetykear and had not yet

returned all to theri*

On 17 March 1746, the bazaar merchants were sunanan&ctory
and they were offered Rs. 84 per candy and agmesdpply 1875 candi€s®
The Company also contracted with Ballorate Callantbr 100 candies at the
rate of Rs. 82 per candy® In April, Cheriandi Cunhiamod delivered 72
candies of pepper at the same price contracted @idmpany’'s bazaar
merchants. And he desired to have an advance faraBdies more at the
same rate, which he promised to bring shdftlythroughout this year the
Company procured pepper in low prices. Therefdne, Bombay Council
wrote to George Dudley the Tellicherry Chief, thiie price of pepper being
reduced was very pleasing to the Company.” Theyrwadoubt of factory’s
endeavours to bring it still lower. They approvedtory’s adjusting with the

pepper merchants for new season at the end of Desét

In January 1747, the Tellicherry factory receivedetier from the
Court of Directors of London expressing their gatdon over procuring a
large quantity of pepper in the last season froticherry.?*® There were
plentiful pepper stocks in the warehouses of Tedicy, so the Bombay
Council directed them to sell 200 candies to ongugaese ship? In this
time the Company’s warehouses of Calicut had 1@0flies of peppet: In
order to bring down the price of pepper as mucpassible the Chief directed
Company’s merchants and shop-keepers as usua gotet above Rs. 60 per

candy for such quantities as are daily broughtdale into the bazaar of

24 LFT, IV, TF to William Wake, BC, 12 April 1746.

25 |pid.

218 |pid.; TC, XVI, Consultation, 22 March 1746.

27 Ipid., 21 April 1746.

28 | TT, IX, William Wake, BC to George Dudley, TF12August 1746.

29 TC, XVII-A, Diary, 8 January 1747.

220 pid.; LTT, IX, William Wake, BC to George Dudley, TF,January 1747;
21 TC, XVII-A, Diary, 23 January 1747.
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Tellicherry??? Few days later, Cheriandi Cunhamed had deliven¢al the
Company’s warehouse 176 candies and Combem Alli®zy16 candies of
new crop of pepper at the rate of Rs. 60 per caffdyther merchants were
not ready to deliver their pepper at lesser ratin¢oCompany. The Company
pressed the merchants to reduce the prices andnadtey long and tedious
arguments the merchants declared their willingnessontract for 2500
candies at the rate of Rs. 65% per caffdylherefore the next day the
Company advanced sum of Rs. 135302 to Balloratéa@hia, Chattoo of
Aggar and seven bazaar merchants including MucaRagui, Combem
Allippy, Nelearate Tupy, Batila Paqui, Baunibeltwur@ippy, Cheriandi
Cunhamo and Cheriandi Che?a.

In June, a merchant at Calicut offered to truckpeedor the cotton
lying in the Company’s warehouses which had ab®&%t @andies, at the rate
of two candies of pepper for one candy of cottdme Tompany accepted his
offer and allowing the cotton at Rs. 131 per caadg the pepper at Rs. 65%
per candy?® At the same time, the Board of Tellicherry factorgs informed
that price of pepper has fallen since the last reghtof Company. They
observed it would be fine to make further purchasease the Company had
sufficient casif?’ The Bombay Council hoped that they might be ablget
pepper still cheaper than Rs. 65% per ca&ft@n 7 September 1747, the
Company made contract with Combem Allippy for 5Gidias of pepper at
the rate of Rs. 63 per cantfy. At the same time, warehouses at Tellicherry

had a large quantity of pepp@f.in this context, the Company’s purchase of

222 |pid., 9 January 1747.

223 |pid., 20 February 1747.

224 TC, XVII-A, Consultation, 3 April 1747.

25 TC, XVII-A, Diary, 4 April 1747.

226 TC, XVII-A, Consultation, 4 June 1747,

27 pid., 4 June 1747.

28 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 2 September 1747.

229 TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 7 September 1747.
20 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 12 November 1747.
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pepper from Tellicherry was reduced. On 5 Febrda@4g, the Chief received
an Ola from Ballorate Callandra, which read “he hakerto brought all the
pepper produced annually in those parts on acdberEnglish Company, but
having received no orders as yet and a large gyamging daily carried out
of the country.” Therefore he sent a Moor man bgilog to him requesting

money would be advanced as ustial.

On 15 April 1748 after a long interval the EngliSbmpany convened
the meeting of merchant¥ The merchants acquainted to the Company that
about 500 candies was the utmost they would proandethat too, not under
Rs. 73 per candy. The Company told them that tiemanded price was
unreasonable and the Company’s warehouses had daiggity of pepper.
Again on 19 April, the Company called once agairrahants together and
the Company acquainted to them they could not tlwhlurchasing at so
extravagant a rate because they had in warehouwesas 6900 candies of
pepper in stock®® The merchants informed to the Company that theepof
pepper in inland bazaars is Rs. 69 per candy luCttmpany replied to them
not to purchase at a greater price than Rs. 65 e candy>* In June, two
of the Company merchants offered to the Companyc2d@lies of pepper at
the rate of Rs. 66 per candy but the Company rdfoffer, which was greater
price than Company’s last contract which was at@3$>° A few days later,
Combem Allippy and Mucatum Paqui, offered 800 casdif pepper at the
rate of Rs. 65 per candyf The Company accepted their offer at the rate of
Rs. 65 per cand$?’ On 12 October 1748, the Bombay authority wrote to

%1 |pid., 5 February 1748.

232 |pid., 15 April 1748.

233 |pid., 19 April 1748.

2% 1bid., 19 May 1748.

2% 1bid., 24 June 1748.

2% pid., 28 June 1748.

27 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 30 June 1748.
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Tellicherry to contract for the new crop as early wsual’®® The pepper

merchants had already delivered into warehouse cé8islies of pepper, in
part of their contract for 800 candi€S The Chief wrote to Bombay that they
desired a supply of Rs. 350000 might be sent therthey were in hopes of

getting 5000 candies of pepper at or under Rs.eb&andy**°

In January 1749, the English and the French corepaagreed to settle
the price of pepper as formerly practiced beforezaaded money for
merchant$** Thomas Byfeld, the Chief of Tellicherry, wrote tioe French
that he observed his good inclinations for the gobithe two settlements, and
to reduce the price of peppéf.Both companies agreed to stay till the end of
January before the Company advance money for theiremn crop of pepper,
and that the Company prohibit for the present amy giving more than Rs.
50 per candy for peppéf Then the companies ordered to their merchants no
one to give more than Rs. 50 per cafitfythe merchants informed that the
French boats daily exported pepper from Vadakadaadiner ports to Calicut
and if it would not be prevented there is a chasfagse in price of new crop.
Then Thomas Byfeld wrote to the Chief of Mahe of tomplaint against the
French attitude on this occasiBiAgain on 16 January, the Chief informed
the merchants of Mahe given 17 fanams per maundhmiias nearest Rs. 60
per bazaar candy. Therefore for the certificatibrihe truth Chief ordered
three maunds to be sent thither for sale by onengatatu Tarney a
shopkeeper of Arinhiole (Eranjoli) with three masnof peppef?°He had

238 TC, XVIII, Diary, 12 October 1748.

29 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 4 October 1748.

240 TC, XVIII, Diary, 1 November 1748.

241 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 3 January 1749.

242 TC, XVII, Diary, 4 January 1749.

243 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 6 January 1749.

244 TC, XVIII, Diary, 4 January 1749bid., 7 January 1749.
% 1bid., 13 January 1749.

24 pid., 16 January 1749.
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sold it to one Toney Pariey for 17 fanams per maih®n 17 January,
Thomas Byfeld wrote to Monsieur Louet, the Frendiie€a complaint on

this matter and directed him to stop such an ewitjce?*®

On 17 February, the bazaar merchants were summnetnédllicherry
factory to contract for the new crop of pepper. Therchants told that the
great quantities which had been carried overlan@abcut and parts to the
southward brought up by ships and other vesseldhi®rneed of Malabar
goods, so they could not contract with Company léss than Rs. 75 per
candy. In addition to this, the French were givilgfanams the maund which
was Rs. 72 per candy. Therefore, the Chief crediiflyrmed by Tellicherry
Linguist the same had been raised to 182 which3f@@danams or Rs. 74 per
candy?* Then the merchants absolutely declared that tbajdmot contract
at less than Rs. 74%: per candy. They expected me than 1500 candies at
present purchase. In this circumstance, the Compaogpted the demand of
merchants that Rs. 74% for per candy. It was agi@edntract with them at
that price to prevent pepper falling into the haafithe Frenci>° As per this
agreement the Company contracted with Mucatum P&%@ candies,
Combem Allippy 350 candies, Baunibeltu Cunhipy X&(hdies, Nelearate
Tupy 325 candies, Batila Paqui 150 candies and ri@mely Cunhamod 175
candies®®* On 24February, Ballorate Supy the heir of Ballorate &adlra
contracted with the Company for 70 candies of peppé¢he rate of Rs. 72%

per candy. He also desired to be advanced monej0foandie$> Later on

247 pid., 17 January 1749.

248 TC, XVII, Letter, Thomas Byfeld, TF to Monsietwouet, MF, 17 January 1749.

249 TC, XVII, Consultation, 18 February 1749; LFT,IlV Thomas Byfeld, TF to
William Wake, BC, 24 February 1749; LFT, VII, Thom8yfeld, TF to the Court
of Directors, 2 March 1749.

20 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 18 February 1749.

1 TC, XVIII, Diary, 18 February 1749.

%2 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 24 February 1749.
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10 April 1749, the Company accepted the offer oat®@o of Aggar for 60

candies of pepper at rupees two less in the cdratyliazaar mercharfts.

Summary

This chapter attempted to study the role of indagsnmerchants in the
development of the Tellicherry settlement. With tiedp of the indigenous
merchants of the region the Company tried to colidmost all the pepper
produced in the region. The trade was largely deépérupon the principal
merchant Chattoo Chetty, who was considered asl¢pendable ally of the
Company. After the death of Chattoo Chetty a nemsodium of merchants
by name ‘bazaar merchants’ acquired the statuseoptincipal merchants. To
facilitate the purchase of more pepper the Compasgrted to the practice of
entering into agreements with the local rajas. Fhench presence at Mahe
brought in the new tendency of competitive puramgsivhich lead to
shooting up of the price of pepper. At this poiotibthe companies thought
in terms of introducing a common strategy to britwyvn the price. Though
unsuccessful in the initial stages, they were dbléring down the price

considerably.

%3 |pid., 10 April 1749.
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CHAPTER - IV

THE COMPANY AND OTHER
MERCHANTS

The most important commodity purchased by the Bhgkast India
Company at Tellicherry was pepper. Large numbetisdifenous merchants
were engaged in pepper trade with the Company.hAt dame time, the
factory purchased pepper from other areas of Malabauding Calicut,
Tannore and Ponnani. The Company record speakst abeuflourishing
pepper trade of the Company since 1740 from Honawar adjacent places
like Mangalore and Manjeswer. In 1740, the Bombayur@il introduced
some changes in Company’'s purchase of pepper fratabddr Coast. Thus,
the practice of sending Company representativesdato existence. These
representatives procured pepper from merchants higset areas. The
Tellicherry factory also purchased pepper and Batawarrack from the
Cochin merchant Ezekiel Raby. We also have ampideates related to
factory’s interactions with indigenous merchantslohg in cardamom and

sandalwood.
Trade and Merchants of Calicut

At Calicut, the English maintained a factory, whitinctioned as a
subordinate centre of Tellicherry factory. Purclsage Calicut were handled
by the Linguist appointed by the Company. Suamytupaih, a wealthy
merchant of Calicut, acted as the principal mertl@nthe Company at
Calicut and PonnariiMuta Chetty, Ananda Putturah and Surchanda, aaBani

merchant, were the other principal merchants ofGbenpany at Calicuf.

Tellicherry Consultation (hereafter TC), X1V, Gaitation, 16 August 1742.
Bania or Vannian was a particular merchant comiyun the western coast of India.
See for further detail, Adriaan Moens, “Memorandom the Administration of the

2
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At Tannore, Isooph, a Moor merchant of good credigs recorded as

entering into a number of contracts with the Conypan

On 12 November 1725, Francois Dias, the LinguistPannani,
informed the Company about the possibilities ofcprong 150 candies of
pepper at the rate of 26 ibrahims per cahdie enquired for new pepper,
which was then coming in small quantities. He hadd that within a few
days, he might be able to get 50 candies at tlee 55 new fanams of
Calicut per candy.On 17 November 1725, he informed the Company that
263 bales of pepper belonging to Suamy Puttarahaomalsoard a manchua
bound for Calicut. He expected 50 candies of nepppeto be procured at
the rate ranging from 255 to 260 new fanams pedyahle expressed his

hopes to the Company to purchase 30 candies m@aliatit’®

In January 1727, on the request of Tellicherry dagt the Calicut
Linguist informed that Suamy Putturah had 100 casdif pepper ready
at Calicut and he expected 100 more from Ponhdihie factory directed
the Linguist to bring without delay the 100 candadspepper of Suamy
Putturah® In March 1727, the Bombay Council expected a laggantity
of pepper from Tellicherry, but warehouses had yeawly 450 candie8.
In this situation, the Chief directed Calicut Lingu to ask Suamy

Coast of Malabar”, Dated 18 April 1781, in A. GdileThe Dutch in Malabar, Madras,
1911, p. 215.

Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), Il, $teen Law, Tellicherry Factory (hereafter
TF) to Robert Cowan, Bombay Council (hereafter B82)October 1733.

*  Ibrahim was about Rs. 2.5 to 2.8. See for dethRd,, II, Stephen Law, TF to the Court
of Directors for the United Company of Merchant€ofgland Trading to the East
Indies, London (hereafter ‘the Court of Directoy23 February 1733.

TC, |, Diary, 12 November 1725. As per the fagtogcords of 1730, 5.3 fanam was
equal to Rs.1. See for details, TC, 1V, Consultatb September 1730.

TC, I, Consultation, 17 November 1725.

TC, Il, Diary, 30 January 1727.

Ibid.

Ibid., 23 March 1727.

© 0o N O
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Putturah to supply more pepp&rTherefore, Suamy Putturah delivered
100 candies to the Compafty.

In August 1730, the Linguist explored other meansptocure
pepper realising the scarcity of pepper. He decidegrocure 170 candies
of pepper at Rs. 68 per cantfyThe Company merchant at Calicut was
able to purchase 100 candies of pepper and tho$amiore and Ponnani
purchased about 50 candies. The Linguist infornfesl Company that
they could collect pepper under 26 narodfeShe Company ordered the
Linguist immediately to make contract for the afam 150 candies on
the best terms he coutd Finally, he contracted with Calicut merchants at
the rate of 26 narodies per candy and with the hearts of Ponnani and
Tannore for 25 candies more at the rate of 24%diasd’ In September,
the Linguist contracted with Tannore merchantsZdrcandies at the rate
of 25% narodies® In November, the Linguist informed the Companyttha
the aforesaid 150 candies of pepper are ready tdeligered in Calicut

warehousé’

At the time of Canarese invasion, Chattoo Chettyd ather
merchants of north were unable to enter into cat$rawith the

Company'® In October 1732, the Company ship Marlboroughvedi at

% Ibid., 27 March 1727.

10 Ibid.

" pid., 5 April 1727; TC, II, Consultation, 5 April 727.

2. TC, IV, Consultation, 19 August 1730.

¥ TC, Iv, Diary, 4 September 1730. One Naraigs a peculiar coin circulated in

Malabar, whichwas equal to Rs. 2.6-2.8. See for details, LFT, WpJohn Braddyll,
TF to the Court of Directors, 28 February 1733; TIG, Consultation, 24 February
1728.

% TC, IV, Diary, 8 September 1730.

> bid., 11 September 1730; LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF te tBourt of Directors, 7
February 1731.

% TC, IV, Diary, 29 September 1730.

" Ibid., 13 November 1730.

8 TC, V, Consultation, 29 July 1732.
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Tellicherry with the order of Bombay Council to lemt and load pepper.
Therefore, Tellicherry Chief ordered the Calicuhduist to provide pepper.
The Linguist replied that at Calicut, only a trifteas available and that too
was high priced? In November, the Chief enquired the Linguist the
possibility of contracting with merchants of CaliéliThen, Ananda Putturah,
informed the Linguist of his interest to enter iataontract with the Company
at the rate of 27 narodies (Rs. 76%) per candjome other merchants at
Calicut offered to supply 200 candies at the r&t80onarodies per cand$.n
September 1733, Isooph offered the Linguist ab®@t dandies pepper to be

ready in Januar$’

In 1734, the extraordinary situation of spiralimicp of pepper worried
the English very much. The price rise was attridutethe role of the French
in its purchase. The attempt of the English to remieo contract with the
Sundah country was not successful. The Company geanto collect some
guantity of pepper from Canarese ports. At Calwatehouses, there were
195 candies, bought at different priédsThe Linguist of Calicut was
instructed to secure whatever quantity he could fgein Ponnani and
Tannoré®” In November 1734, on the advice of Chief for filli the
Company ship Middlesex, the Linguist immediatelyugbt 110 candies
and enquired the prospects of entering into a newtract with the
merchants of Calicut and TanndfeHe dispatched sufficient quantities to

Tellicherry and informed them that the French weuging pepper from

9 TC, VI, Diary, 22 October 1732.

20 TC, VI, Consultation, 1 November 1732.

21 |bid., 13 December 1732.

2 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BQ, Rebruary 1733.
2 LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,Gdtober 1733.
24 |bid., 8 April 1734.

% |bid., 17 August 1734.

% TC, VII, Consultation, 18 November 1734.
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Tannore at 400 new fanams per candy. The Chiefcticehim to go to

Tannore for weighing the pepper and settling pdnehe best term%.

In February 1740, the Bombay Council directed thellidherry
authorities to send suitable persons to supertisgurchase of pepper at all
parts of Malabar other than Tellicherry and to predt at the lowest possible
rate?® Accordingly, the Tellicherry factory appointed Reais Dias as their
agent for the purchase of pepper from Calicut ajdcant areas with the
instruction to procure maximum possible amount eppger at the lowest
prices® Later, the Chief dispatched a letter to FrancBa@s with the orders
to purchase pepper there conforming to the factdrgesolution in the

Council®°

As per the direction of the Chief, Dias boughtcaddies of pepper

at the rate of Rs. 100 per candy and expected B@iemmore from Ponnani,
at about the same price. A few days later, he gaifter of 60 candies more
from merchants of Calicut, for which they asked R82%2 per candy: In
July, Dias bought about 46 candies perfectly diy @eaned old pepper at the
rate of Rs. 106 per candyAgain, on 9 August, he bought 47% candies at the
same raté® Thus, within a few months the Company could colieagood

guantity of pepper from Calicut.

In the new season, two merchants of Calicut cameafi@ to contract
with the Company for 200 candies of pepper at e of Rs. 100 per

candy>* At that time, the Chief directed Dias to purchasimum quantity

2 bid., 3 January 1735.

2 Letters to Tellicherry (hereafter LTT), IV, StephLaw, BC to William Wake, TF, 13

»o February 1740; TC, XI, Consultation, 25 Februarg@.7
Ibid.

% TC, X, Diary, 27 February 1740.

8 TC, XI, Consultation, 16 March 1740.

% |bid., 1 August 1740.

¥ TC, XII, Diary, 13 August 1740.

¥ TC, XII, Consultation, 4 December 1740. On 11 @aber, Rs. 1000 was sent to
Francois Dias as advance for the above mentionex2@ies of pepper. See for details,
TC, XIlI, Diary, 11 December 1740.
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from Calicut, as they learned that the French Wwél busy in the Calicut
market to procure pepper as they do not have serfticstock in their
warehousé’ In the beginning of 1741, the merchants of Caliofiered a
high rate for pepper which led to great quantibépepper being carried to
Calicut out of Kottayam and other plac&$n April, Dais had purchased 75
candies of pepper at the rate of Rs. 108 per cdh@n 6 May, a few
merchants demanded Rs. 109 per candy for abocar@fles’® Later, Dias
bought them at the rate of Rs. 1062 per c&i@n 12 May, he wrote to the
Tellicherry factory that he should weigh off themaning pepper brought

immediately to the warehouses shortly, which ha@l @hdies?

In August 1741, the Chief received an order fromnBay
authorities to procure all the pepper in Malabarnagch as possible.
Therefore, he sent William West to Calicut immedigtso that weather
will permit purchase of pepper, and proper instiuts were drawn up for
that purposé! At the same time, the merchants of Vadakara seversl
guantities of pepper to Calicut and they asked rdte of Rs. 110 per
candy’ A few days later, West bought 48 candies from ¢h¥adakara
merchants at the rate of Rs. 110 per candy. Hernméd the Tellicherry
factory that the Calicut merchants expected higireze from Rs. 115 to
120 per candy® The Company realized that the demand of merchaass
very exorbitant? On 29 September, West bought 10 candies of gogd dr

35 TC, XII, Consultation, 4 December 1740.

% |bid., 14 February 1741.

3 TC, XII, Diary, 4 May 1741.

¥ |bid., 6 May 1741.

% |bid., 9 May 1741. The factory sends Rs. 20000 to Calisupayment for the pepper.
TC, Xll, Consultation, 9 May 1741.

9 TC, XII, Diary, 12 May 1741.

*LTC, XIll, Consultation, 19 August 1741.

*2 TC, XIll, Diary, 17 August 1741.

3 Ibid., 3 September 1741.

*Ibid., 4 September 1741.
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pepper at the rate of Rs. 110 per caffdile stated that the merchant
would not sell him at a price under Rs. 110 perdgafi In November
1741, West went to Calicut and confirmed that healdgurchase some
pepper procurable at Tanndfeln December, he had purchased 422

candies of old pepper at the rate of Rs. 110 pedg#

In December 1741, the Bombay Council directed Gledlirry factory to
procure 2400 candies of pepper to be send to Lantwey were also directed
to continue the purchase at outposts of Tellicheitiiout limiting the price.
In this context, William West at Calicut came taoknthat some pepper may
be purchased at Tannore, which will come out atcalerate price than at
Calicut®® The Company considered William West's request,ifgwduly
weighed the orders of the Bombay Council to purehpspper from the
outposts of Tellicherry” They sent a proper person to enquire into the
quantity and price of pepper at Tanndr&herefore, the Chief ordered West
to collect all pepper from Tannore and Ponnanindesl for Bombay. The
Company was fully sensible that constantly puraiggepper at Calicut at so
high a price as Rs. 110 per candy would have aifélct on the price in these
parts>? Due to the ill health of Suamy Putturah, the Comypeould collect

only a small quantity of pepper from Calicut.

In 1743, there was a great and uncommon scarcipgpper in parts of

Tellicherry. On 21 January, William Jayson, thee@laf Tellicherry, advised

> Ibid.,, 29 September 1741; LTT, VI, Wiliam West, BC toilNm Wake, TF, 27
September 1741.

% TC, XIlI, Letter, William West, BC to William Wak TF, 21 October 1741.

A7 TC, XN, Diary, 29 November 1741; LTT, VI, Wilim West, BC to William Wake, TF,
28 November 1741.

*8|bid., 8 December 1741; TC, XIIl, Diary, 9 December 1:74id., 12 December 1741;
Ibid., 16 December 1741; LTT, VI, Willam West, BC to Mam Wake, TF 11
December 1741pid., 16 December 1741.

9 Ibid., 31 December 1741; TC, XIIl, Diary, 1 January 1742

" |bid., 1 January 1742.

> bid., 4 January 1742.

2 |bid., 18 January 1742.
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the Anjengo factory that there was a great scadfifyepper in Tellicherry®
Considering the large tonnage to be provided irst@son, the Company was
pleased to allow them to purchase pepper at Caksain without any
limitation in the price. They had no hope of proogrpepper neither from
Anjengo, nor from Ezekiel Raby, who would give thanmy hopes of further
quantity of peppet’ Now, the Company expected nothing from Suamy
Putturah. The Chief and his Factors unanimouslgedjto purchase pepper at
Calicut at the most reasonable rate and sent Willdest to Calicut for that
purpose. In February, West procured above 355 earatithe rate of Rs. 113
and 114 per candil. Some days later, he contracted with two merchtomts

50 candies more pepper.

On 7 March, West informed that the merchants oficdalseemed
backward in contracting for any more pepper allgginat some Moors of
Mahe and Tellicherry were purchasing from thereouttswards at Rs. 115
per candy’ Within a few days, the price of pepper increaspdawRs. 116
per candy. However, the Company decided not tohase pepper for such a
high price mainly because they had about 427 cardi¢he warehouse now
which was the maximum storage capacity of Compaanretouses at Calicut.
Then they obliged to keep some quantity of pepperthe merchants
warehoused® Some days later, West informed the Chief that they more
than 611 candies of pepper in the warehouses atutd In April, West
informed that about 700 candies of cleaned peppeCalicut warehouses

were ready to be loaded in the sHipSince 1743, due to the Anglo-French

> TC, XIV, Diary, 21 January 1743.

* TC, XIV, Consultation, 6 February 1743.

5 |bid., TC, XIV, Diary, 16 February 1743.

* bid., 1 March 1743,

> bid., 7 March 1743,

8 |pid., 13 March 1743.

" |bid., 22 March 1743.

0 Ibid., 20 April 1743; TC, XIV, Consultation, 25 April 3.
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wars, the Tellicherry factory could collect onlyfew quantity pepper from

Calicut, Tannore and Ponnani.
Company Tradein Canara

As a part of the English Company treaty with then&@ase General
Surappayya, they re-established the trading cextttdonovar. Thereatfter, the
pepper trade of Honovar, Mangalore and other nean@as came to be
controlled by Tellicherry factory. The Tellicherfgictory records from 1740
speak about the purchase of pepper from merchatiese areas and among
these Hur Comoty was the principal agent of Compate had the sole
liberty from the King of Bednur for exporting pepdeom the Canarese ports
like Mangalore, Honovar, Mirjee, Manjeswer etc. péad rent to the King for
all the pepper produced from Batticala southwarslsfam as the Carnatic
dominions® Hence, the Company recognized Hur Comoty as fitéicipal

merchant who procured pepper from those areagetG@dmpany account.

In 1740, the Tellicherry factory faced a shortagethe supply of
pepper. So they tried to procure pepper from Caeaports. The President
and the Council at Bombay ordered the Tellicheactdry to appoint a proper
person for purchasing pepper for the English atd¥an and the adjacent
region. Therefore, the Chief selected and appoifiteaimas Purnell for that
purpose. Accordingly Thomas Purnell was permittedive as far as Rs. 98
per candy for 510 Ib. of pepper and was directagdoice it below that rate if
possible’?> The Company directed him to make an enquiry abiet
commodity at Mangalore and to the northwards andhseards and to buy

whatever he can. They appointed Ventura de Souzkhaaquainted with the

® LTT, V, Thomas Purnell, Honovar to William WakeF, 17 October 1740; TC, XII,
Diary, 13 January 1741.

62 TC, XI, Consultation, 8 March 1740. The weight ®&nara had been different. At
Honovar it was from 510 to 520 Ib. At Tellichertywas at Rs. 115 for a candy of 600
Ib.
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customs, manners and languages of the Canareassigki Thomas Purnell.
They believed that Ventura de Souza can locatértiséworthy merchants of
the region. The Company also decided to dispatopgsrperson to Honovar
and Manjeswer to make a public enquiry for proaurpepper. The Chief
gave directions to Purnell to make purchase frormjpkwer as well as at
Honovar if possible; it was to be delivered at Maloge, where the Company

would pay for it

On 22 March 1740, Purnell informed the Company that had
contracted for 110 candies from Manjeswer at Rp&7candy of 560 18 In
April, Purnell purchased 100 candies of 520 Ikhatrate of Rs. 97 per candy
from Hur Comoty at Honovar. Then it was deliverédviangalore out of all
charges, and he promised to send Tellicherry atgrepantity before the
rains. A few days later, Purnell contracted withr ilomoty for 200 candies
more at Rs. 85 per candy. Then Purnell expressetidpe of getting pepper
from Honovar every day, and in future the Compamyla contract for large
quantities>® On 27 April 1740, a manchua imported 78 candielslahjeswer
pepper from Mangalore. Purnell also informed thenBany that 100 candies
of Honovar pepper would be sent to Tellicherry idagy or two®® Therefore,

on 28 April, he sent 3 manchuas of pepper to Trelioy®’

The Bombay Council was satisfied with the sendifgParnell to
Honovar and the contracts he made there with Hum@&@yp and other
merchant$® In September 1740, the Chief directed Purnellinal fother

merchants who would provide him cheaper rate tham Bomoty for

8 TC, XI, Letter, William Wake, TF to Thomas Purinélonovar, 12 March 1740.

8 LTT, IV, Thomas Purnell, Honovar to William Wak&F, 22 March 1740; TC, XI,
Diary, 24 March 1740.

% 1pid., 23 April 1740.

 bid., 27 April 1740.

" 1pid., 28 April 1740.

% LTT,V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 22idust 1740.
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purchasing peppér. Hence, he made enquiries to purchase pepper from
Mangalore and Honovar, but found that the merchardisted upon some
terms those were not agreeable to AfrAt the same time, Purnell thought
that in case of the death of Hur Comoty, the Gorent may seize his
estate, which will render the recovery of moneyded in his hands
precarious’ Within a few months, Hur Comoty recovered fromti#alth
and promised that 300 candies will be delivered &diately at the arrival
of any of the Company vessels from BombBaySome days later, he
promised Purnell 200 candies of pepper, which wargracted in April”®

In February, he wrote that due to the demand fqppe the merchants
will not sell him at a price less than 30 Ikkerigoalas’* Therefore, he

could not agree for any price conforming to hisrinstions’

On 18 March 1741, the Chief gave directions to Blrrior
purchasing pepper in the new seabbithen he contracted with several
merchants of Mangalore for 82 candies of peppeméeodelivered at
Mangalore and Manjeswer. He informed the Chief ttietre had been
very little demand for pepper since the new seasone in and he was not
able to get it at a rate less than 28% pagodasso©O® per candy of 560
Ib.”” Purnell tried to contract with Hur Comoty, but tefused to deliver

more than 40 candi€€.So the Company informed Purnell not to give Hur

8 TC, XII, Consultation, 17 September 1740.

;‘i LTT, V, Thomas Purnell, Honovar to William Wakef;, 30 September 1740.
Ibid.

2. TC, XIl, Diary, 31 October 1740; LTT, V, ThomasrRell, Honovar to William Wake,
TF, 15 October 1740.

® Ibid., 16 October 1740; TC, XII, Diary, 7 December 1740.

" This was nearly Rs. 120 per candy including fieignd other charges from Mangalore
to Tellicherry. The exchange rate of one Ikkeri giag was Rs. 3%. See for details,
Appendix, No. 2, p. 254.

> TC, XII, Consultation, 13 February 1741.

®TC, XII, Letter, William Wake, TF to Thomas Pulinélonovar, 18 March 1741.

T LTT, V, Thomas Purnell, Honovar to William WakeF, 30 March 1741.

" Ibid., 1 April 1741; TC, XII, Diary, 5 April 1741.
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Comoty more than Rs. 84 per candy, which was theraot price till Hur

Comoty complied with his agreement with Presideficy.

In the former season, Hur Comoty had contractedh wihe
Company for about 260 candies of pepper but that ma delivered then.
Therefore, the Company received direction from Bagnkio increase
purchases at Calicut, Mangalore or elsewhere, bagrehensive of a
want of tonnage for the ships in the next sedSoklnder many
circumstances, the Company bought pepper from Hum@y almost at a
rate of Rs.100 per candy, but the Company thouugit the season having
ended; Hur Comoty might be willing to contract hetrate of Rs. 84 per
candy. As the price was very reasonable, the Cosnpatered to provide
at all outposts what they possibly c&rPurnell further said that, “Comoty
has a power from the King that no man but himsalf export any pepper
out of the Carnatic country from the Northward ofajalore, and the

money would, if he lives, be safe in his hanfs.”

In August 1741, Purnell agreed to send to Tellichén a tonnage
with all expedition the remaining 83 candies of pep at Mangalore
purchased there in the last y&aHe also informed the Company that Hur
Comoty would deliver the remaining 259 candies @ hontract for
pepper at Mirjee and Honov&tA few days later, he contracted with Hur
Comoty for 100 candies of pepper at Mangalore & thte of 28%
pagodas per candies of 520°fdn September, Purnell informed the Chief

that Hur Comoty had 300 candies of pepper to bpadisd at about the

 TC, XII, Consultation, 6 April 1741.

8 bid., 4 May 1741.

8 |bid.

8 TC, XII, Diary, 19 May 1741.

8 TC, XIll, Consultation, 19 August 1741.

8 TC, XIlI, Diary, 28 August 1741.

% lbid., 29 August 1741. On 30 September arrived a manefithaz9.8 candies of pepper
from Mangalore. See for details, TC, XIII, Diary September 1741.
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rate of Rs. 80 for that cand$In November, Hur Comoty sent 172 candies
of pepper which the Company had laden on board $orGeorge. He was
assured by the Company that the remaining of histraot with the
Presidency lies at Mangalore. Again, the Bombayr@dihad advised and
sent him to purchase 300 candies of pepper lyingatovar or Anjadiva
for Rs. 27000

On 5 December, Hur Comoty promised the Company gbver
some pepper at Mangalore to be boarded in Onslo8toiGeorge, but
those ships had already passed Mangalore port dodferreached there.
Therefore, the Chief wrote to Charles Crommeline thew English
Company agent at Mangalore, to collect that pedgpen Hur Comoty.
The Chief informed him to purchase more pepper ktnged price from
there if possibl&® Therefore, on 7 December, Charles Crommelin adgrive
at Mangalore and immediately enquired for the pasehof pepper. Hur
Comoty informed him there was almost 88 candiepepper ready at
Honovar. Charles Crommelin found that the Portugueas attached on
account of a dispute between Hur Comoty and a naertcbf Goa and that
affair was not settled. He actually refused to télke attachment away,
because the remaining 38 candies or so were uhéecdre of a merchant
there. For this, the merchant asked 31 pagodasgrety. This exceeding

price limited Charles Crommelins instructions areddould not purchase
it.%°

On 23 January 1742, Pedro Rangell at Mangaloreenttodt there

was not a grain of pepper procurable at Mangalblevertheless, at the

8 TC, XIll, Consultation, 28 September 1741.

8 TC, XIll, Diary, 18 November 1741.

8 TC, X, Letter, William Wake, TF to Charles Grmelin, Mangalore, 5 December
1741.

TC, XIll, Letter, Charles Crommelin, Mangalore Wdéilliam Wake, TF, 8 December
1741.

89
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same time, some merchants told him that if he waaldance money they
would deliver some pepper within two months timetla¢ rate of 30
pagodas per candy. The merchants asked about Rsperlcandy of 600
Ib. However, even if the price was more reasonathley could not trust
any of the merchants of that country with money obefiand, as
experienced in Hur Comotys contract with the Presay’™ On 25
February, the Company received a private intellagenhat there were
small quantities of pepper at Mangalore and Mangrswhen they wrote
a letter to Pedro Rangal, ordering him to make eluguiry what quantities
and at what price it could be purchasé@he Company was apprehensive
that the quantity of pepper that could possiblypbecured in that season
at Tellicherry would be very less than that purdthtast year. However,
every trifle of pepper available was purchased. nfliee Company
purchased 25 candies of pepper from Ragojee, a &amyerchant of

Manjeswer at the rate of Rs. 114 per candy of &0%3 |

In October 1742, Hur Comoty informed the Compangtthe was
ready to sell pepper of Honovar at the rate of &5.per candies. The
Company entrusted Charls Crommelin to purchase ewvieat pepper
available at Honovar and Carw#r.However, Hur Comoty informed
Charles Crommelin that there was no pepper readycaiovar. At that
time, the balance of what Hur Comoty promised tbvee was nearly 88
candies. He also informed Crommelin that about @&@dies are available
at Mirjee which he would endeavor to purchase. Gn@in ordered him
to go forward as he had contracted for 400 candieshe rate of 34

pagodas per candy. He also made an enquiry if thee certainty of

% TC, XIll, Consultation, 15 February 1742.

% TC, XIII, Letter, Pidgeon Mate, the Captain ofifstAnn to William Wake, TF, 25
February 1742.

92 TC, XIIl, Consultation, 3 March 1742.

% TC, XIV, Diary, 31 October 1742.
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procuring pepper at Carwar. However, having a viewy prospect of
getting a considerable quantity, he had only twaestk of treasure
amounting to Rs. 20000, which he judged would pay &bout 100

candies

On 8 November, the Chief sent Bernardo de Cunhalzabitant of
Tellicherry bazaar, to Mangalore with the instroo8 to purchase what
pepper may be procurable there at or lesser thamteaof Rs. 116 per
candy of 600 |5 But in December, the Company found that Bernarelo d
Cunha, can be of no use, as nothing is procurabtg tne latter half of
January. Bernardo de Cunha informed to seize afimaes of trade as the
merchants at Mangalore were not yet been able tmramodate their
differences with the Government. Thus Chief wroten Ho return to
Tellicherry®® At the same time, the Company was informed thatetwas
no pepper at Carwar. Then a merchant at Honovae ghgm hopes of
supplying 300 to 400 candies; but at that time @mmpany could not

come to any agreement with the merchnt.

The Company records showed that their purchaseeppgr from
Canara decreased in 1743 and 1744. In March 174®m®elin
contracted with one Carwar merchant named, CrudNa&ue for 30
candies of pepper at the rate of Rs. 115% per caAtlghe same time,
Crommelin contracted with Hur Comoty for 50 candesRs. 120 per
candy and with Cossadass for 75 candies at Rs. pkt5candy® In

December 1743, Crommelin informed the Company that had no

" Ibid.

% 1pid., 8 November 1742. As in the case of Bernardo deh@uin some occasions the
English depended on inhabitants of Tellicherry tasirtagents for purchasing pepper
from other parts of Malabar. We see that Compamy eee Brahmin, named Amboo
Ambee, to Ponnani for purchasing pepper from SwRotyurah.

% TC, XIV, Diary, 3 December 1742.

" Ibid., 13 November 1742.

% Ibid., 29 March 1743,
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prospects of getting more than 100 candies of pepgmptween then and
the month of Apri®® At Honovar, Crommelin had contracted for 100
candies of pepper to be delivered in two month&7apagodas, at the rate
of Rs. 90 per candy of 520 Ib., free of all chargesept bags to be
embarked to Tellicherry before the rains set®hin 1743 and 1744 the
Company could collect only a few quantity pepp@nirthe Canares areas.
By the end of 1744, Tellicherry factory stoppeditiurchase of pepper

from these areas.
Ezekiel Raby and the Company

Ezekiel Raby, one of the most influential merchaofteighteenth
century India, was the descendent of famous Jewislchant family at
Cochin, who worked mainly as agents of the Dutcst Badia Company®* In
November 1734, for the purchase of cardamom theichelry factory
required Venetian sequins. There was no possibibfy receiving
venetians from Bombay. They decided to exchangaipees since it was
easy to exchange at Cochin from Ezekiel Raby. TthenChief sent Rs.
16000 to Ezekiel Raby, the head merchant at Coehith exchanged it
under reasonable term¥. He was also a good dealer of Batavian arrack,
which he sold to the Tellicherry factory. In Deceanli739, the Company
bought 9 leaguers of Batavian arrack from EzekibyRand paid Rs. 906°
Again, in January 1740, the Company purchased a@ulers of Batavian
arrack from Ezekiel Raby at the rate of Rs. 96lpaguer->* At an occasion,

he helped Company for procuring Batavian arracksaddition to this, the

% TC, XV, Diary, 6 December 1743.

190 1pid., 24 February 1744; LTT, VII, Charles Crommelin,rtéwar to John Geekie, TF, 6
February 1744.

101 Ashin Das Guptaylalabar in Asian Trade 1740-1800, Cambridge, 1967, p. 108.

192 TC, VII, Consultation, 18 November 1734.

103 TC, XI, Consultation, 10 December 1739.

1% 1pid., 8 January 1740; TC, XI, Diary, 19 January 1740.
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Company bought Japanese copper from Ezekiel BabMoreover the
Company records speak that they purchased largetiyuaf pepper from
Ezekiel Raby. It was mainly due to the Kulachal wahich resulted in the
decline of the Dutch power in Cochin, that EzeReaby delivered his pepper

to the English factories at Anjengo and Tellicherry

In November 1742, as per the request of William @/ake Chief of
Tellicherry factory, Ezekiel Raby promised some g of pepper from
Cochin’® He demanded that he would not agree for a preetlean Rs. 100
for the Cochin candy of 540 Ib. and the Company &dbpe that they could
obtain about 160 candies. The Company enquiredtahbeusafest and the
fastest method to bring this quantity and to rahetamount to Ezekiel Raby.
Therefore, the Company sent the ship Britania toh@ofor bringing pepper
from Ezekiel Raby with a sum of Rs. 20000 put oarlddher to be delivered
to Ezekiel Raby or his son at Cochfi.On 30 January 1743, the Ship
Britania returned to Tellicherry, with 500 robbio$ pepper from Ezekiel
Raby!® Again, in February, Ezekiel Raby informed thathzel 100 candies
of pepper ready in his hand, and he desired thatgaay would supply him
with Rs. 10000 as soon as possiSfeThe next day the Company sent Rs.
10000 to Ezekiel Raby for the early mentioned psest™® The Company
had little hopes of Ezekiel Raby' supplying themthwa further quantity.
Hence, the Company agreed to pay him Rs. 268068.March, Ezekiel Raby

informed the Company that if Company would sendeasel to take it, he

105 Ashin Das GuptaQp. cit., p. 178.

16 TC, XIV, Letter, William Wake, TF, to William Jagon, TF, 8 November 1742.
197 TC, XIV, Consultation, 8 January 1743.

198 TC, XIV, Diary, 30 January 1743.

199 1pid., 8 February 1743.

10 TC, XIV, Consultation, 9 February 1743.

1 1bid., 13 February 1743.
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would give them as much pepper as he coifitHowever, later, he informed

the inability to supply Company more than 100 casdif peppet™

In May 1743, Ezekiel Raby informed the Company tmathad from
300 to 400 candies of pepper ready at the ratesof9R per candy** The
Company answered him that he would keep peppethiorCompany of an
amount of Rs. 20008° Therefore, on 5 September, the Chief informed
Ezekiel Raby, that the Company expected to serpasemetime in October
to take the peppétl® Ezekiel Raby replied that the pepper providedhia t
former season would be ready whenever a ship fmllg. The price for the
new crop will be the same as that of the last,ifavas likely to be very
scarce. Whenever, the Company was in want of peeedesired that the
Company would send him timely notice, and he wandeavor to provide
it.'*” Therefore, the Chief wrote to Ezekiel Raby to k&6p candies pepper
for the Company and in October, Ezekiel Raby infednthat he can supply
400 candies of peppél® The Chief advised him that they would send one
ship as he desired to take the 400 candies of péppe

However, in December, Ezekiel Raby informed Johekie the Chief
of Tellicherry, that if the Dutch Company’s shipsieed before the English,
he may perhaps meet with some impediment in detiget. Hence, the Chief
immediately sent Thomas Byfeld by the ship MontagaeCochin for
procuring pepper from Ezekiel Ral?y. Therefore, on 15 December, Thomas
Beyfeld bought about 410 candies of pepper atdteaf Rs. 95 per cand$

12 TC, XIV, Diary, 18March 1743.

13 |pid., 22 March 1743.

114 TC, XIV, Consultation, 28 May 1743.

15 1pid., 30May 1743.

116 TC, XV, Diary, 5September 1743.

7 1bid., 28September 1743.

18 |phid., 21 October 1743.

19 |bid., 19 November 1743.

120 TC, XV, Letter, John Geekie, TF to Thomas Byféldyecember 1743.

2L LTT, VII, Thomas Byfeld, Cochin to John Geekié;, 23 December 1743.
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Ezekiel Raby was satisfied with his contract witte tCompany and he

promised to supply whatever further quantity he e to providé??

In January 1744, Ezekiel Raby wrote to the Comp#mt that
year’s yield was scarce and demand high, the infaecchants demanded
Rs. 110 per candy and none of them sold for an aml@ss than Rs. 105
per candy. Therefore, he desired the same rate fhen€ompany? With
the direction from Bombay, the Chief informed EzmikRaby that they
would take any quantity he could give. Then the @any sent the ship
Tiger Galvat to Cochin and the Chief directed tonhtio send sufficient
quantity he can send in that SHff.On 2 February, Tiger Galevat
returned from Cochin with 150 candies of pepper.el&zl Raby
mentioned that the yield of pepper was scarce, anpresent, he could
supply that quantity only?® Again, on 11 February, Ezekiel Raby sent
100 candies of pepper by ship Bombay Grab, for Wwhie demanded Rs.
95 per candy?

Cardamom Merchants

Similar to the pepper merchants, some merchant®hed in
cardamom trade acted as the agents of Tellichaatpfy. The Company had
always purchased cardamom by contract from thecipah merchants. It was
mentioned by Francis Buchanan that, “Traders whkedlinear the ghats
brought those from Wynad for sale, and they geherateived part of the
price in advance from the merchants on the sea-tasThe merchants of

Tellicherry also bought cardamom from local merdhanf Thamarasserry

122 TC, XV, Consultations, 23 December 1743.

123 TC, XV, Diary, 21 January 1744.

124 TC, XV, Consultations, 24 January 1744.

125 TC, XV, Diary, 2 February 1744.

126 1pid., 11 February 1744.

127 Francis BuchanarA Journey from Madras Through the Countries of Mysore, Canara
and Malabar, Vol. Il, London, 1807, p. 539.
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and Coord?® The Company sent these cardamom to London onbr aft
garbling them in the warehouses at Tellicherry. Tit@ck or light grains
were removed from the cargo exported to Europe bm& However,
these bad grains were sold to private traders, disposed them to the
Arabs. Buchanan noted that the private traders megerbled their
cardamom. They exported mainly to Bengal, Bombay,a§ Cutch and
the different ports in Arabi¥’® The Company records speak that
Tellicherry factory dispatched to London about Zhdies of cardamom

every year.

Until 1737, the English Company at Tellicherry mgidepended on
Symoyne and his nephew Cunhiseu to procure cardarmbm records of
later years show that the Company made contratisseime other merchants
including Ticandy Cuhnially, Areca Shaek, Ekoda M&o Moosa of
Kadathanad, Coota Moossa, Toy Cunhi Ally, Parapordasem Cutty,
Paraporem Cunhippy, Paraporem Cuhnipocar and Cifiaimod. The
Company entered into contract with Symoyne fortfingie in 1727 for 20
candies of cardamom for 80 chequines (Rs. 2#0)Gradually the
Company increased their purchase of cardamom fratiicierry’® In
February 1728, the Bombay Council wrote to Tellicliefactory to
increase the quantity of cardamdi.Then the Company procured 20
candies of cardamom from Symoyne for which he dededrB80 venetians
per candy. A few days later, the Company acceptedoffer of Moosa a

Kadathanad merchant, who offered 10 candies atdteeof 73 venetians

128 At the time of arrival of Buchanan, the Coorg &ajenerally sells to Moosa, the

principal merchant of Tellicherry factory all thardamom which his country produced.
See for more details, Francis Bucharap, cit., p. 539.

129 H
Ibid.

180 TC, I, Consultation, 8 February 1727.

3L TC, I, Consultation, 7 October 1727,

132 LTT, I, BC to Robert Adams, TF, 31 January 17P8; Ill, Diary, 16 February 1728.
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per candy** The Company found that it was impossible to get amre
cardamom from Tellicherry. Therefore, the Chiefpdikched a boat to
Calicut to contact a merchant there from whom tleen@any procured 20
candies of cardamom? The Chief made an enquiry at Calicut and came
to know that the price must be 100 narodies or 1fa3@@ms per candy of
20 mounds® In Fort St. George Gally, these cardamom reached
Bombay. William Pipps, the President of Bombay Calrenquired John
Branddyle, the Chief of Tellicherry, if they couldffer more at a

reasonable pric&®

In January 1730, the Chief wrote to the Court ofebDiors that
cardamom was very scarce that season and thatetldevyas much less than
the last season. He also informed that the mershdemhanded 85 venetians
per candy even for small quantities. At the samsamce, the Dutch at
Cannanore purchased more than 40 candies for whip paid 80 to 85
venetians per candy’ In June 1730, the Chief informed Robert Cowan, the
President of Bombay Castle, that in the former aedley were not fit for
providing the usual quantity of cardamom. The Chegfuested his masters to
direct the arrival of the expected ships to purehas quantity of these
goods'®® In November, the Chief wrote to Bombay as a pétheir request

for 40 candies cardamom that they should get tmeeaily January®

On 22 December 1730, Symoyne informed the Linguos$t

Company that he had a muster of cardamom readgdi@. The Linguist

13 LTT, I, Wiliam Phipps, BC to John Branddyle, TA9 April 1728; TC, I,
Consultation, 2 January 1728.

134 TC, Ill, Diary, 16 February 1728.

135TC, Ill, Consultation, 24 February 1728. One Narags 13 fanams. See for details, TC,
lll, Consultation, 24 February 1728.

136 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to John Branddyle, TE April 1728.

137 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Direcsp31 January 1730.

138 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC]uhe 1730.

%% bid., 21 November 1730.
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told him to try, if the quantity ordered by the Cpamy superiors could be
purchased at a reasonable réfeAfter the discussion with Cunhiseu, the
nephew of Symoyne, the Company assured that thasene possibility
of reducing it below 90 venetians per candy and wmle cardamom
produce in the country should be secured to thenthat rate. The
Company accepted the conditions proposed by Cunlasd therefore he
agreed to deliver 20 candies of cardamom at the o&90 venetians per
141

candy.”™ As per the request of Symoyne the Company immebjiat

advanced him a sum of 1000 venetiaffs.

At the same time, the Dutch offered 100 venetiaes gandy for
this same quantity’> However, on 30 December 1730, Symoyne wrote to
English that apart from his contract with them poocuring quantities of
cardamom in the country, the Dutch emissaries el times been
with him and had offered him a 100 venetians a gdnd the whole. This
time the English Company ships were waiting to needhis cardamom
on board and the Company expected the whole qwartot be
immediately sent® On 13 January 1731, Symoyne brought 21 candies of
cardamom and requested the Company to advance of5&¥ or
thereabouts in part of his contrdét.In December 1731, as part of
promises of Cunhiseu, the French advanced mondyntofor 8 candies
of cardamom. Then he offered the remaining 50 aado the English

and he demanded 100 venetians per candy, whichasepnetty sure of

140 TC, IV, Diary, 22 December 1730.

141 One Venetian sequin coin was equal to 20 fanairRm 4%:. One Kottayam candy was
600 Ib. See for details, Appendix, No. 2, p. 254.

142 TC, IV, Consultation, 23 December 1730.

13 | bid.

144 TC, IV, Diary, 30 December 1730.

15 TC, IV, Consultation, 13 January 1731.
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obtaining from the Dutch. The English contractedwhim for 50 candies

at 90 venetians per candy and advanced him 6006tiaers

In November 1734, the Bombay Council directed tledlidherry
factory to send 10000 Ib. weight of cardamom to dom in that
seasort?’ Cunhiseu offered 18 candies and he requestednfadsance of
Rs. 2000 on account of this commodif§. On 7 December 1734,
Cunhiseu came to the factory and held discussionthe quantum of that
commodity that he may be able to deliver that seasmd the price he
expected. He told that he was under a necessityaarount of some
money that he borrowed from the French in Aprilt lessdeliver them 10
candies. He assured that the remainder shall hgedetl to the English
but he demanded 97 venetians per candy. Then heptert 96 venetians
which in Company opinion was pretty reasonablelast, the Company

presented him with a piece of China silk as uswasiach occasions?

In some contexts, the Company depended on mercliansave
cardamom to the next season. In October 1735, thelay Council
ordered Tellicherry factory that they required 100(b. weights of
cardamom for exporting to England. However, the Company
warehouses had only 2% candies of cardamom which vea sufficient
guantity for export to England. Therefore, the Camyp pressed Cunhiseu
to bring in the quantity contracted with him. Healéd to procure more
guantity. Therefore, the above mentioned 2 candiesardamom were
returned him so as to keep them till next year. édthse it will be

damaged?™' In 1737, a representative of Symoyne reachedab®fy and

146 TC, V, Consultation, 31 December 1731.
47 TC, VI, Diary, 6 November 1734.

18 TC, VII, Consultation, 11 November 1734.
149 |bid., 7 December 1734.

130 TC, VIII, Diary, 13 Octobet 735.

51 1pid., 20 Januar{736.
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requested for an advance of 200 gubbers for thenumhity he proposed
to weigh in Decembef? The Company accepted his request and agreed

for an amount of 200 gubbet¥.

On 6 February 1738, the Chief informed the Bombaw il that
they had 6% candies of cardamom in the warehouk&ghwogether with
what were more procurable, should be laden on Hie Wilmington™>*
At the same time, Cunhiseu was ready to deliver daadies of
cardamom. The produce of that year was the least levown. Therefore,
the Company thought that the merchants could sémantto Calicut
where the price of cardamom was between Rs. 6000t per candy>>
The Company was fully convinced of the truth of thdreme scarcity of
cardamom and also that private persons might afforaffer a higher rate
for them. So the Company decided to pay him 110Gbgub per candy and
accordingly he acceptéd®

In November 1737, Ticandy Cuhnially and Areca Shaeko
reputed dealers of cardamom solicited for an adearfc300 gubbers and
assured to deliver the commodity in DecembérThe Company
advanced them 1Y, gubbers less than the price wheneaf:>® In October
1739, the Company contracted with Paraporem Ussatty,Ca substantial

merchant of Kottayam, for 5 candies of the firsitsd cardamont® On 8

152 Gubber or Dutch Ducat was one of the foreign ceainsulated in Malabar during 18
century, which was equal to Rs. 4.76. See for det@ppendix. No. 1, p. 253.

138 TC, X, Consultation, 20 October 1737.

134 TC, X, Diary, 6 February 1738.

%5 TC, X, Consultation, 10 February 1738.

16 |pid.

157 TC, X, Diary, 9 November 1737.

1% TC, X, Consultation, 8 December 1737.

%9 TC, XI, Consultation, 25 October 1739.
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January, Paraporem Ussem Cutty signed new cardacomtnact and the

Company issued Rs. 268,

At the same time, the Company issued Rs. 2400 tth(Seu as a part
of contract of cardamorf?* On 23 January 1740, Cunhiseu came to the
factory to adjust the price of cardamom which hecpased recently, but it
had been light and of a very bad color. He reptied the weather at the latter
part of the season was uncommon and that was #semeof their bad color.
But, according to his promise, he and ParaporenetdsSutty secured all of
the produce of the head sorts which were esteeriniet dnighest flavour, for
which they demanded Rs. 429 per candy of 5684®Bhe English was indeed
sensible that advancing money in time prevented=teach purchasing any,
and that this year Rs. 600 per candy at Calic@06f Ib. had been paid there
for about 6 candies. After many discussions, then@any agreed with him
for Rs. 410 per candy. He also promised that theaneing 2 candies will be

delivered in a few day$?

In July 1740, Cunhiseu requested the Company fadsance of Rs.
3000, to deliver the head sort of the ensuringmet He demanded advance
money without settling the price and goodness efdbmmodity. He stated
that he and all other cardamom merchants made amsatalways in that
manner, and if he was not advanced in time, he ataengage inland
merchants. It may lead the Company to disappointmentheir usual
purchase of 10000 Ib. weight of cardamom and wdugle to pay an
extravagant price for them. The last year, the haants sold at Calicut for Rs.
700 per candy. Therefore, it was agreed that theng@amy now advanced
Cunhiseu the sum of Rs. 3000 on account of 10000 webight of

189 1pid., 8 January 1740.

181 1pid., 4 October 1739bid., 31 December 173%bid., 7 January 1740.
162 1pid., 23 January 1740.

183 | bid.

184 pid., 31 July 1740.
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cardamont® Again, in August 1740, on the request of Cunhisthe
Company delivered him a sum of Rs. 2000 as peagneement of 31 Juff?®

In May 1741, Cunhiseu came to the factory to adjbst price of
cardamom he had delivered that season. He saichéhabuld not prevent
some small quantities being brought and carrie@aticut, for which such an
extravagant price was given. The Company obligealltav him at the rate of
Rs. 440 per candy which is Rs. 30 per candy moam tthne rate given
earlier’®” Again on 1 June, he requested for an advance oR26G0. The
Company was fully sensible that early advance todamom was the best
method to get the quantity annually required oirth&hey also understood
that if they failed to advance money to him, itlvke carried to Calicut,
where that commodity would have been in so greatatel, as Rs. 700 per
candy might be paid there for the head sort. Ia tintext, the Chief ordered

to disburse an amount of Rs. 2000 out of the trgasuCunhised®®

On 10 August 1741, on the request of Paraporem ipabar of Aggar,
a relative of Cunhiseu, the Company advanced adcfuRs. 600 on account of
cardamont®® In January 1742, Cunhiseu requested again fo26@0 to be
advanced to him on account of his contract. He go@inmesponsible man of
good character, the Company agreed to advanceutheoRs. 2000 to him
out of the treasury.’ However, in March, Cunhiseu sent his brother tidey
to settle the price of cardamom, as he was illliklavise took notice of the
great price at Calicut that season. The Companyvkitat a considerable
guantities of the second sort sold that year acQalvas from Rs. 600 to 700
per candy. After many arguments, the Company fabatdRs. 500 per candy

185 |bid.

186 TC, XII, Consultation, 26 August 1740.
17 1pid., 6 May 1741.

%8 |bid., 1 June 1741.

189 TC, XIll, Consultation, 10 August 1741.
179 1bid., 14 January 1742.
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of 560 Ib. was the lowest pri¢é&: Paraporem Cunhipocar delivered only 11
maunds and 20 pounds with part of his contractcemdamom. The Chief
found that Paraporem Cunhipocar account was creditehe same rate as
Cunhiseu and he ordered that all proper methodsldhie taken to recover
the balance Rs. 307 due from hiff.

Ticandy Cunhially, another cardamom merchant, waeaer of the
second sort of that commodity. On 4 September 1idXffered to procure
what he can of the first sort at the most reas@edikes to the Company. The
Company agreed to advance the sum of Rs. 10001td’AiOn 7 September,
Ticandy Cunhially requested a further sum of R€01&8nd the Chief ordered
it to be paid from the treasut{? On 16 October, he again turned up with a
request for Rs. 2000. The Company considered Ticabdnhially as a
creditable merchant and they had no reason to doubtand hence they
immediately delivered the sum to hifi.Again, on 30 November, Company

176

disbursed a sum of Rs. 1000 as requested by Tic@ndkially:

On 4 September, Cunhiseu sent his brother to facamd requested to
advance the sum of Rs. 2000 for cardamom in thelusanner:’’ The Chief
agreed and advanced the required money to Cuntmelnead sort of
cardamont.’® But at the time of delivering the cardamom, thiedtKing of
Kottayam stopped a parcel of cardamom provided biyhiSeu, on a dispute
between Cunhiseu and his heirs. Then the Chiefenaoletter to the King,
informing him that the cardamom were Company godéalsyhich they had

advanced the money a long time ago and Cunhiseirs bould have no just

L TC, XIlI, Diary, 1 April 1742.

172 1 pid.

3 TC, XIV, Diary, 16 August 1742.

14 TC, XIV, Consultation, 7 September 1742.
175 pid., 16 October 1742.

176 1pid., 30 November 1742.

Y7 TC, XIV, Diary, 4 September 1742.

18 TC, XIV, Consultation, 4 September 1742.
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pretence to desire his majesty to stop tHéhThe Chief wrote a letter to
Cunhiseu, informing him that as he had at his regueote to the King in his
behalf, he would have ended the dispute with his, laad sent away the
cardamont®® On 6 April, Cunhiseu answered the Company thahhiss had
sold cardamom to the French at Mahe, and was egtyesorry for the
disappointment. However, they were ready to retime remaining money
with interest®* The Company had no hope that Cunhiseu will deliner

offered cardamom, so they agreed to accept peippercould give it:>?

In April 1743, Cunhiseu being sick, he sent histleeo to Tellicherry
to adjust the price of cardamom. He informed them@any that the
commodity was very scarce and asked for Rs. 54Caedy. The Company
was sensible that what he alleged was partly ttnd,by the best information
they could get, that he could not well afford teegthem at less than what he
did in the last year which was Rs. 500 per cand$@f Ib. The Company
pressed him to lower the price to Rs. 20 per candyich he solemnly
affirmed. At last, the Company found that Rs. 5@0 pandy of 560 Ib. was
the lowest price Company could bring him to ac¢&bThe Company also
contracted with Ticandy Cunhially, who delivere@ 8andies at the same rate
of Rs. 500 per candy of 560 I On 27 July, Ticandy Cunhially requested
for an advance of Rs. 2000 for cardamom, whichGbmpany accepted and

ordered the sum to be paid him out of the Compeeastiry:®

In August 1743, Ekoda Moosa of Naddowry offered sarandies of
cardamom expecting advance money. But he asked muaeey than
Cunhiseu and Ticandy Cunhially, so the Companyseduhis offer. At the

9 TC, XIV, Diary, 18 February 1743.
80 |bid., 30 March 1743.

8L 1bid., 6 April 1743.

82 TC, XIV, Consultation, 8 April 1743.
183 pid., 25 April 1743.

8 |bid.

185 pid., 27 July 1743.
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same time, the Company expected Cunhiseu to makateact in a few days,
and already had advanced money to Ticandy Cunhidlhe Company
thought that advancing money to others will onlgrease the number of
buyers, and consequently enhance the pffcln September, the Tellicherry
factory got the order from Bombay to make contratth Cunhiseu for
cardamom in new seasdf.But at the same time Linguist informed the
Company that he was credibly informed that the utisgoetween Cunhiseu
and his heirs held in the last year was not thdnbusettled till that date. The
Company decided to wait until Cunhiseu comes tddb®ry. The Company
also decided that if he would not be able to futis contract, the Company
will apply to Ekoda Moosa or any other merchdfitdn October, Cunhiseu
informed the Linguist that he should be able tonislm a quantity, and
promised to come to factory within a few days. Bilten the Company
informed that he and his heir were on very bad seamd Company would
advance him any considerable sum for a suitabl@lgugf cardamom. The
Company had an opinion that it would be better ¢otiact with Ekoda
Moosa. Accordingly, the Linguist ordered to givenhnotice that Company
desired to make contract with Ekoda Mod%SaEkoda Moosa accept the
Company request and on 21 November, he sent hilsdorto Tellicherry, and
desired to be advanced Rs. 1000 for which he wdelder cardamom of the
first sort in the next month. The Company disburtdesl desired amount to

h|m 190

In February 1744, the Company required 4 candieoitoplete 10000
Ib. weight in the ship Prince of Wales, which bemaarly full. At that time, a

merchant in Tellicherry bazaar offered to supplyhwtihe quantity and the

18 TC, XV, Consultation, 18 August 1743.

187 TC, XV, Diary, 2 September 1743.

18 TC, XV, Consultation, 19 September 1743.

189 bid., 12 October 1743.

199 1pid., 21 October 1743pid, 21 November 1743.
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Company was ready to give at the rate of Rs. 550cpady’®* In March

1744, the Linguist ordered Ekoda Moosa to whomGQbepany advanced Rs.
1000 last November for cardamom, not completelyivdetd yet*? But

Ekoda Moosa delivered only one candy and sixteemnoh& for the Rs. 1000
advanced him on that account and agreed to papalaace in pepper at the
rate of Rs. 87.5 per candy After a good deal of unwillingness, in April,
Cunhiseu, having consented to fix the price of lead sort of cardamom,
supplied that season at the rate of Rs. 500 peatycah560 Ib. It was agreed
and the accounts of Ticandy Cunhially and Ekoda $4oaere ordered to be

made up at the same raté.

On 5 October 1745, Ticandy Cunhially made contraaih the
Company and received Rs. 5000. Another merchantCuohi Ally received
Rs. 1200 In December, the Company agreed them to pay R3.pth
candy of 560 I6%° On 17 January 1746, Toy Cunhi Ally delivered four
candies of cardamom at the rate of Rs. 450 pencahth the same instance,
William West at Calicut purchased those 20 candieshe second sort of
cardamom from Coota Moo3® Coota Moosa informed the Company that he
had about nine candies, and asked Rs. 350 per caigh was at last fixed
at the rate of Rs. 340 per candy.On 10 February, Ticandy Cunhnially

delivered 13.7 candies of cardamom at the rateso#B5 per cand/’

In August 1747, the Company decided to advance maaethe
merchants. Then they accepted the offer of Cuntamdd, the cousin of

%1 1pid., 10 February 1744.

192 1pid., 12 March 1744.

193 1pid., 21 March 1744.

19 1pid., 13 March 1744.

195 TC, XVI, Diary, 5 October 1745.

19 TC, XVI, Consultations, 26 December 1745.
197 1bid., 17 January 1746.

198 | pid.

199 1bid., 5 February 1746.

20 TC, XVI, Diary, 10 February 1746.
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Ticandy Cunhially, by which he promised to delivier the month of
January, and desired an advance for Rs. 4000n February 1748,
Paraporem Cunhippy offered a parcel of cardamondyrda deliver’®

Then, Chief advised Alexander Douglas, the residdénCalicut that they
would sent him one candy and seventeen maundsrdaiem belonging
to Paraporem Cunhippy in order to sell them at alimarkef®

Therefore, Alexander Douglas received Rs. 695 frdtaraporem
Cunhippy for cardamom sold at Calicdt.In February 1748, Toy Cunhi
Ally offered some cardamom, but the Company refusedaccept his
offer?°

In October 1748, the Bombay Council directed tutee into
contract for a usual quantity of cardamom of 12000 Therefore, the
cardamom merchants were summoned on 15 Novembéactdry for
making contract. Paraporem Cunhippy lately receigadadvance of Rs.
2000 for the first sort from the late Chief on lown private account. He
told that it was not possible to procure more tBaor 10 candies from the
whole country. However, the Company asked him t@pbsu more
guantity. The Linguist was then directed to sumntbe other inland
cardamom merchants in order to receive their prajsé®® Ticandy
Cunhially was reminded of the money advanced hinthm last year on
account of cardamom, and he had three candies efsdme in his
warehouse ready to delivéf. On 12 December, Ticandy Cunhially’s
nephew came to the fort for an advance of Rs. 1@@®ccount of his
uncle for providing the first sort of cardamom. Tithief ordered
secretary to pay that money to hiffi. In January 1749, Cunhiseu

21 TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 17 August 1747.
292 |pid., 6 February 1748.

23 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 7 February 1748.

%4 pid., 23 February 1748.

2% TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 18 February 1748.
206 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 15 November 1748.
27 1bid., 17 November 1748.

2% bid., 12 December 1748.
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requested for an advance of Rs. 800 more for madifigrther provision
of cardamom. The Chief ordered secretary to ishwd tnoney from
treasury’® On 15 March, Cunhiseu come to factory to settke phice of
cardamom at the rate of Rs. 460 per cafldydon 30 March, Paraporem
Cunhippy and Toy Cunhi Ally were willing to takeettsame price for the
cardamom delivered by them as was settled by Cenft$

Sandalwood M erchants

There were no evidence of English Company purclaaseexport of
any sandalwood from Tellicherry factory until 1736. April 1736, as per
the direction from Bombay Council, the Tellichefactory exported 200
candies of sandalwood to Macao in China, sinceGbmpany purchased
large quantities of sandalwood and exported toifpranarkets™* The
principal sandalwood merchants of Tellicherry fagtavere Ballipy Cutty
Assen, Javarra Canna and Ballapilagata Cutussal @ecember 1741,
Ballipy Cutty Assen, visited factory and was wigito supply the Company
with 300 candies, by the end of March next. Theim@any advanced Rs.
15000 to Ballipy Cutty Assen to procure the promi8€0 candie§'® On 28
December, as per the request of Javarra Cannadqurchase of sandalwood
from hinterlands, Company advanced him Rs. 1860.

As in the case of pepper and cardamom, the Enfgstd competition
from the Portuguese, the Dutch and the French focyring sandalwood
from the hinterlands of Malabar. The Portuguespsshiom Macao collected
sandalwood from Malabar which led to the increaghmgydemand and price
of this goods. In March 1742, two substantial sbmdad merchants Ballipy
Cutty Assen and Javarra Canna came to factory jostadhe price of

299 |pid., 30 January 1749.

219 hid., 15 March 1749.

211 1hid., 30 March 1749.

212 T, VIII, Consultation, 19 March 1736.
213 TC, XIIl, Consultation, 1 December 1741.
214 |hid., 29 December 1741.
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sandalwood. They complained that the arrival oftiprese ships from
Macao at the coast had raised the price considet&bThe French had also
exported sandalwood to Chinese ports. CandiottuRdlge principal pepper
merchant at Mahe, also procured sandalwood foFteach Compan$:® At
Cannanore, the Dutch factory sent their agentsiritetiands for procuring
sandalwood. In March 1743, the English Chief ga thformation that
Mathews, a servant of the Dutch Company at Caneamweent to Irikkur to
buy sandalwood, to be carried by a branch of ther that went to Cacatt, a
place within three miles of Cannandré.

In the beginning of 1742, the price of sandalwooaswrs. 90 per
candy?*® The arrival of four Macao ships on the Malabar €dad to the
scarcity of sandalwood and it caused a suddendégpices of commaodity,
which was at Rs. 115 per candy at Calicut. In tostext, the English
Company Linguist ordered sandalwood merchants toecto the fort, in
order to make the best terms with them for progutire quantity directed by
Company Superiors at Bombay to be provided to tlaerikgton’s China
voyage?® On 1 October 1742, Ballipy Cutty Assen, with othef his family,
came to the factory to sign the contract. They hayeed to deliver in the
month of March next 100 candies of the head sothatrate of Rs. 87 per
candy and 200 of a good sort at Rs. 75 per candgn TCompany provided
them an advance of Rs. 20080.0n 9 April 1743, Ballipy Cutty Assen
delivered full quantity of contracted sandalwdét.

In July 1748, as per the directions of Bombay Cadunthe
Tellicherry factory enquired about the purchase 3fi0 candies of

25 bid., 27 March 1742.

218 TC, XIlI, Diary, 2 March 1742.

27 TC, XIV, Diary, 21 March 1743.

28 TC, XIll, Diary, 6 May 1742.

29 TC, XIV, Consultation, 17 September 1742.

220 |pid., 1 October 1742; LFT, VII, Thomas Byfeld, TF to lidim Wake, BC, 16 June
1749.

2L TC, XIV, Diary, 9 April 1743.
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sandalwood for Chin&? At that time, what remained in warehouse was
100 candies of the first sort and 150 of the secdiné quantity produced
in the previous years was but small and that wathénhands of private
merchants which made it uncertain whether the 3@des ordered can
be procured?® On 29 August, the Bombay authority ordered Tebicly
factory to keep sandalwood ready for shippifigFor this purpose, the
Company advanced money to Ballapilagata CutusSame, but it was not
delivered®® On 20 November, the Chief wrote a letter to Doming
Rodriguez, the Linguist demanding sandalwood. Threnhad not the full
guantity of the first sort in warehouse nor any wascurable in the place
but he was ready to weigh off what he had and tkem#g the difference
in the second sort allowing the difference in thec@?® Domingo
Rodriguez agreed to take the entire first sort ad im warehouse and as
no more was procurable, he delivered the restensétond sort making an
allowance from Rs. 95 to 110 per carfdy.

Summary

This chapter concentrated on the purchase of pefoen the
merchants of Calicut, Cochin and Canara regionsis Tdhapter also
discussed the Company trade in cardamom and saoddlwhich was
conducted on the same procedures followed in peppes trade of the
Company in Malabar was mainly depended on thesethems.

222 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 5 July 1748.

223 1pid., 12 July 1748.

224 TC, XVIII, Diary, 29 August 1748.

225 |bid., 30 August 1748.

2% |pbid., 20 November 1748.

227 TC, XVIII, Consultation, 21 November 1748.
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CHAPTER -V

TRADE RELATIONSWITH OTHER
MARKETS

The prosperous trade centers in the coastal rediadsalways been
linked with a wide range of markets in overseasad@ distributing the
procured merchandises and collecting commoditieghefr interest. The
overseas areas are called forelands which also ehday role in the
development of any pottFrank Brooze defined foreland as “those overseas
areas with which the port is linked through shigpivhich lay on the seaward
side of the port, beyond maritime spaéaNeigend defined forelands as “the
land areas which lie on the seaward side of alyond maritime space with

which the port is connected by ocean carriérs.”

The arrival of Portuguese by the end of' X®ntury opened a new sea
route to India. This led to the entry of other Epgan companies and
circulation of commodities in the Indian Ocean &mdo-Atlantic region. The
settlement of English East India Company at Tedlrcy, the principal centre
of 18" century trade network in the Indian Ocean, wasneoted with its
foreland or overseas markets like London, Red Besgsian Gulf, China and
the Coastal markets of the Indian subcontinent. Jowds of hinterlands that
reached Tellicherry were exported to overseas ava#s which the port was

linked through shipping activities.

! The concept of foreland was first introduced byB&rezowski in 1949. Weigend G.C.,

“The Problems of Hinterland and Foreland as llaistd by the Port of Hamburg” in

Economic Geography Journdilo. 32, 1956, p. 16.

Frank Brooze, “The External Dynamics of PortyQitorphology: Bombay, 1815-1894"

in Indu Banga (ed.Rort and their Hinterlands in India (1700 AD -195@elhi, 1992,

p. 245.

® Weigend G.C., “Some Elements in the Study of Raebgraphy” inGeographical
Review,1958, No. 48, p. 195.
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Shipping Facilities

The ocean carriers of the day catered to the reougints of the
business houses. These ships had storage facditiesod, water, medicine,
weapons, merchandise, and all other necessarytiescitequired for nine or
more month long journey from London to ports of inar China. K.N.
Choudhary mentioned that the vessels belonginghéo European trading
companies always carried mixed cargoes and thklewaas not permitted to
exceed a pre-determined lifiith every year the English East India Company
sent large number of ships from London to Tellicheand other Indian
Ocean markets. These ships procured merchandises dach market with
the help of Company factories and agents. In reguch ships provided
required merchandises to these markets and fastdriee English Company
records speak that in every year 16 to 19 shipg went from London to all
parts of India and China, and the same numberdipk svere returned to

home every year. These ships had tonnage capd@g0dao 495

The Bombay, Madras, Bengal and China Councils ef BEnglish
Company maintained small ships known as Supercaydggleops, Gally and
Grabs® They were known by the name of the Company seétes like
Tellicherry Grab, Mocha Merchant, Bengal Merchaaombroon Merchant,
Anjengo Ketch, Bombay Galley, Fort St. George GalRatna Brigantine and
Canton Merchant. These vessels were engaged ia hattveen Indian, Red

sea, Persian and Chinese markets. These shipitdswed the sea routes of

*  K.N. Chaudhary, “Markets and Traders in Indiaibgrthe Seventeenth and Eighteenth

Centuries” in Sanjai Subrahmanyam (e®lpney and the Market in India 1100-1700,

Delhi, 1994, p. 267.

Letters to Tellicherry, (hereafter LTT), Il, Copf Sundry Paragraphs of the Court of

Directors and their Commands to Bombay Relatingellicherry Factory, List of ships

taken up for India for the year 1736, 3 Novembe3&t L. TT, IV, Richard Benyon, Fort

St. George to William Wake, Tellicherry Factory r@a&fter TF), List of ships taken up

for India for the year 1740, 27 June 1740.

6  See, LTT, Il, William Wake, Anjengo Factory (hafeer AF) to Stephen Law, TF, 24
May 1737.
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European ships. These vessels had 20 to 200 tomapgeity. The European
officials and private traders also had charted eles®r their personal trade.
In addition to this the Company maintained Indiassels called ‘pattamar’
or ‘pathemari’ and ‘manchua.” Pattamar was engagedoastal trade and
Persian- Red sea trade. Francis Buchanan wrote ‘thhé trading boats
called patemars on an average can carry 50,000ragtsp or 1000 mudies of
rice, equal to 500 Bengal bags. There were marmgetgpatemars, but these
seldom frequent this porf The ‘manchua’ or ‘uru’ were very strong boat,
mainly built from Beypore used for coastal tradeheTmerchants of
Tellicherry Chattoo Chetty, Baunibeltu Quiomo, BaGlanddi Cuttially and
Combem Allippy had their own manchuas for tradirgivities between

coastal markets of Malabar.

The shipping was depended on seasonal changes indlan Ocean-
north-east monsoon and south-west monsoon. Dunmgéason of the south-
west monsoon normally from the months from JuneAtmust when the
winds were at their strongest, the ports of Indiean would remain closed
to shipping and maritime trad®.The months from October to March was
considered as north-east monsoon season when tids were blowing from
the high pressure areas on the land to the lowspresareas in the seas would
cause no rain except at Madras and on the Cororm&ukest due to the

configuration of the land. Therefore, the northteasnsoon formed the open

" For example Robert Adams the Chief of Tellichefagtory had charted ships and

‘manchuas’ which were engaged mainly in import apitrom Bengal. See for more
details, Holden FurbeBombay Presidency in the Mid-Eighteenth CentBgmbay,
1965, p. 10.

Francis Buchana Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mgs&anara,
and Malabar Vol. I, London, 1807, p. 420.

® See for example, Tellicherry Consultation (helaffC), Il, Diary, 21 April 1727;
Ibid., 19 May 1727; TC, VII, Consultation, 21 May35.

See for further details, Celsa Pinfeade and Finance in Portuguese India: A Study on
Portuguese Country Trade 1770-184w Delhi, 1994, p. 33.

10
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season for navigation and trade in the Arabian'S&#e shipping season
began with the end of south-west monsoon, which wgasilly in the middle
of September. The records of Tellicherry factorgwéd that the maximum
number of ships inward and outward sailing occuriredhe months from

September to May.
Trade Routes

The spices of Malabar had been well known in theresas areas from
earliest phase of human history and foreign shggularly visited Malabar
ports. Sinnappah Arasaratnam has emphasised theegstr location of
Malabar on the international trade route as theaedor its growtht? With
the establishment of English factory it became mineport in the East-West
trade, which was transhipment point of Indian Ocewnrchandise where the
transfer of commodities and passengers took plabe. English Company
ships visited all their factories in the east. Hxported items of Tellicherry
were also sold in these factories. In return, tlen@any imported different
commodities to Tellicherry from overseas marketse Tactory records show
that Tellicherry had trade links with London, Seleha, Madagascar, Mocha,
Aden, Bussorah, Jiddah, Gombroon, Achein, Cantorgcadd, Manila,

Malacca and Benkalone.

At the same time, the Company developed a netwdrlcoastal
markets within the costal circuit of the Indian sabtinent. They were Surat,
Bombay, Goa, Honovar, Mangalore, Cochin, Anjengakdhadweep,
Maldives in the western side and Cuddalore, Madmad Bengal in the
eastern side of the subcontinent. Tellicherry paas highly depended on its

satellite ports like Valapattanam, Cannanore, Vadak Calicut, Beypore,

' bid.
2. gSee for further details, Sinnappah Arasaratnstaitime India in the 1% Century,
Delhi, 1994, p. 39.
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Tannore and Ponnani which provided to Tellicherheirtt hinterland

commodities.

The ships to India and China usually left Englaetineen December
and July. These ships halted at the St. HelenaGape of Good Hope to
replenish with food and water, especially if catrgops'® After rounding
Cape ships sailed to Madagascar and then Aden auitha Then the ships
sailed to Persia or to western coast of India, ipaim Bombay. After their
loading and unloading at Bombay ships sailed tottsocand reached
Tellicherry after seven or eight months of jourfieym London. The records
of English Company speak that some ships from Loralwid voyage to Red
Sea and directly reach Tellicherry and Anjengo.seEhghips required about 5
to 6 months to reach Tellicherty A few ships directly went from Cape to
Madras, Bengal and China. In the return voyageethgsuld not return

directly to England, but would join with convoys Mflabar

There was a flourishing coastal trade network b@gm from Surat
and ending in Bengal. The ships and indigenoussheate used for carrying
commodities between markets of Western and Easteasts of the Indian
subcontinent. The imported ships from England, Bed, Persia and Bombay
halted for one or more days at Tellicherry and thmved towards the south
to the next destination at Anjengo. Some shipsdaaijourney to Anjengo
and returned to London directly from Tellicherry otherwise, sailed to
Bombay or to Persian Gulf, and Arabian ports. Thelss that arrived at
Anjengo sailed to south towards Ceylon and reacié€tuddalore after 15-17

days or at Madras after 20 days, journey from Gledliry. The Bengal bound

13 peter A. WardBritish Naval Power in the East, 1794-1805: The @wnd of Admiral
Peter Rainiey London, 2007, p. 130.

¥ LTT, I, The Court of Directors for the United panies of Merchants of England
Trading to the East Indies (hereafter ‘the CourDokctors’) to Chief and Council at
Tellicherry, 2 July 1736; LTT, lll, the Court of Eictors to Chief and Council at
Tellicherry, 21 July 1738.

15 see for further references, Peter A. W&, cit, p. 130.
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ships would move straight to the destination, whatkes 28 days of journey
from Tellicherry. The China bound ships were to mmdvom Madras or
Bengal to Achen in Sumatra. Then, the ships praeéd Malacca and then
to Chinese markets of Macao and Canton. The pahcipmmodities carried
to Tellicherry were Chinese sugar, tea, cloths, auid which were

exchanged here mainly against pepper, cardamom,sandalwood. The
European ships took 50-55 days to reach China ffefticherry® In return

voyage ships from China arrived at Tellicherry dsuan December and

January.

The ships would follow the same route in returnrij@y to England.
Some ships proceeded from Tellicherry directlyht® Red Sea or the Persian
Gulf and others went to Bombay and Sufathe ships were loaded from
Tellicherry to Bombay and were sent to the Perpiart of Gombroon. The
ships usually left Bombay for Aden and Mocha, ie tmiddle or end of
November; the ship might expect to reach Mocha aboddle of December
or perhaps earliéf The voyage from Mocha to Jiddah had 10 days journe
The ships those reached Gombroon after their Igadimd unloading used to
move to Red Sea markets Aden and Mocha. The sthphwisited Persia in
their onward journey would proceed directly to R&sh markets. The goods
which they received from Malabar were carried toeAdaind Mocha on the
Red Sea Coast and then transhipped to Suez, CattcAkexandria. The
merchants also used land routes to carry commeditem Mocha and
Jiddah®® Then these ships went to the Cape. From thersttips moved to

northern direction and reach London after eightioe month journey. The

6 See for details, LTT, V, Edward Page, Cantonfp3 November 1740.
" Om PrakashThe New Cambridge History of Indilew Delhi, 1998, p. 249.

8 The Asiatic Journal and Monthly Register for Bfitidia and its Dependencie¥gol.
XXV, London, 1827, p. 719.
9 bid.
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ships from India and China would usually arriveEsgland between April

and August?
Relation with other Markets

The goods of hinterlands that reached the portse vexported to
overseas areas, with which the port had regulatacenThe major export
item of Tellicherry was pepper, which returned &sgims to the cultivators,
merchants and the local kings of Malabar. The othgrorted items from
Tellicherry were cardamom, sandalwood, timber, kdasapanwood, ginger,
turmeric, cinnamon, coir, coconut, oils, ghee, @ralibanum, putchuch,
clove, nutmeg, amber grease, bark, cattle Hilekests, mat, mast, rattan,
bamboo and some plants. The principal returned gogete treasures, rice,
sugar, cloth, metals, gold, gunny bags, arrackewimuor, weapons and
large number of commodities for the use of Comptatyory. The English
Company records provided ample evidence to reaactsthe import-export

relations of Tellicherry with other markets.

England

The chief destination of exported merchandises fiaticherry was
mainly the Company’s home market. Canter Visscloéeadhthat “the English
East India Company’s ships mainly exported merclsmsdto England®®
These exported merchandises had good demand inp&amomarkets;
therefore, a large number of ships arrived at Gledliry every year from

London and returned with large quantities of sundmgrchandises. The

2 LTT, IV, Richard Benyon, Fort St. George to Wil Wake, TF, List of ships arrived in
England 1739, 27 June 1740.

Putchuch is a fragrant leaf or root mainly exedrto China and Bombay. See for
details, Adriaan Moens, “Memorandum on the Admmaisbn of the Coast of Malabar”,
Dated 18 April 1781, in A. Galletti (ed-Jhe Dutch in MalabgrMadras, 1911, p. 219.
The European companies collected cattle hides fidferent parts of Malabar mainly
for packing cinnamon. See for details, Adriaan Mu@p. cit, p. 215.

See for more details, Jacob Canter Visschetters from MalabarMadras, 1862,
Letter No. XXVI, p. 155.
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Bombay Council would direct the Tellicherry factoly load and dispatch
merchandises to England. Some of these ships caewlyl to Tellicherry,
but most of them were from Bombay and after conmuethe tonnage these
ships went to Europe. In some occasions, the Bonaoaycil would send
small ships or boats to Tellicherry for bringingoper and other goods. These
goods were re-exported to England by Company’sdrighips. The traveller
Bartolomeo wrote that “a brisk trade is carried ainTaliceri, and foreign
ships take on board here pepper, various cottociest biti and teka wood,
cardamoms, rice, sandalwood and other Malabarugtamhs, which they
transport to Bombay and thence to EnglafidNerchandises were also

loaded in the returning ships from China, Bengal Biadras to England.

In the 18 century Tellicherry became one of the main destina of
English ships in the east. The availability of peppas one reason for the
selection and development of the Tellicherry fagtdre Tellicherry pepper
was an important commaodity in the ships to Englandc the Eastern world.
As per the Tellicherry factory records every yda Company exported more
than 3000 candies of pepper, which was valued aghpeprice of 1728 was
Rs. 187500 It rose to Rs. 258000 as per the price of 1738, 1743, it
recorded a further rise to Rs. 34500 his was the price the Company paid
to the merchants and they also required to payaeglrarges including
packing, loading, and shipping charges. In additethe export of pepper to
England, the Company exported pepper to the madteEfina, Persian Gulf,

Red Sea coast and Indian markets.

Fra Paolino Da San Bartoloméo)Voyage to the East Indies: Containing An Accatint
the Manners, Customs of the Natives With a Desonif the Country Natives with a
GeographicaDescription of the Countries, London, 1800, pp. 143-144.

% TC, Ill, Consultation, 29 July 1728.

% TC, X, Consultation, 7 July 1738.

?TC, XIV, Consultation, 11 March 1743.
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The Tellicherry factory records give details ofgarscale export of
pepper from Tellicherry. One of the letters dat€dSeptember 1728 from
William Phipps, the President of Bombay CounciRimbert Adams, the Chief
of Tellicherry factory, ordered to arrange 1000dias of pepper to load into
the two ships which were expected from Engl&hth another record dated
26 December 1732, the Bombay Council directed &loéofy to arrange large
guantity of pepper required for the three shipended from home that
seasorf’ The diary of Tellicherry factory dated 6 March 873peaks of the
direction from Bombay to arrange by the middle o&rivh to load 2000
candies of pepper as three ships were expected Erogand®® We can get
large number of similar records to show that as fher request of the

Company authorities the factory contracted and lpased large quantities of

pepper.

Cardamom occupied second place in the exportedhaedises from
Tellicherry to England. The Company exported evgegar a main part of
cardamom they collected from Tellicherry. In thelegears the factory sent
20 candies of cardamom to England every year. lordaey 1728, the
Bombay Council wrote to Tellicherry factory thakth“Honourable masters
having been pleased to order double the quantibaafamom to be provided
in the new seasori”In September, they directed to send as earlyrinaly
as possible 40 candies of cardamom of the best Isbrthem be ready to
despatch by the ship OckhdfiThe following years, the factory exported 40

candies of cardamoms to Englatid.

2 LTT, I, Bombay Council (hereafter BC) to Robedains, TF, 10 September 1727.

2 TC, VI, Consultation, 26 December1732.

% TC, X, Diary, 6 March 1738.

31 LTT, I, BC to Robert Adams, TF, 31 January 17P8; Ill, Diary, 16 February 1728.

8 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to John Branddyle, TH) September 1728.

3 Ibid.; Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), I, JoBnaddyll, TF to Robert Cowan,
BC, 21 November 1730; TC, V, Consultation, 11 Delseni731.
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The Tellicherry factory records of 1732 shows thhe factory
exported 49 candies of cardamom to Engl¥rid. the following years as per
the requirement of Company Directors the Bombay r€oudirected and
factory sent 10000 Ib. (17.85 candies) of cardamonEngland®™ In 1737
August, the Bombay Council directed that 10000nbight of cardamoms the
best sort was provided for EnglaffdWe also have year wise records of
similar directions from Bombay Council. The factopcords of 1740s show
an increase in the exported quantities of cardateBEngland. On 31 January
1740, the Bombay Council ordered to send 9000 Hight of cardamom¥,
and again in April 1740, they ordered to provideOQ® Ib. weights of
cardamont® The records between 1745 and 1749, speak thatushal
exported cardamom to England was about 12000 &t gears’®

The principal imported goods from England were dweas, which
included bullion of gold, silver, and different cencies'® The other imported
goods were medicines, cloths, precious metalsuper$, glass, hour glass,
looking glass, scales, wines, port wines, brandyy,rcheese, gunpowder,
copper, tin, carpet, scarlet, broad cloth, jewglld@ar, iron, nails, lantern,
Europe twine, led, flints, Europe match, stationang toys. Most of these
goods were mainly for the Company garrison. The gamy buildings in
their settlements followed the European model; dfee, they required
European furniture. The imported valuable commeditivere also presented

to the rulers, merchants and other reputed persiodislabar.

% |bid., 2 and 4 February 1732; TC, V, Diary 5 Februar@; TC, V, Consultation, 15
February 1732.

% T1C, VI, Diary, 6 November 1734; TC, VIII, Diani,3 Octobefd 735; TC, X, Diary, 26
August 1737; TC, Xl, Consultation, 28 April 1740.

% LTT, Il, John Horne, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 19gast 1737; TC, X, Diary, 26
August 1737.

¥ TC, XI, Consultation, 31 January 1740.

% |bid., 28 April 1740.

¥ TC, XVIII, Diary, 12 October 1748.

%0 See for example, LTT, VII, William Wake, BC tohloGeekie, TF, 20 August 1743.
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St. Helena

St. Helena was another trade centre of the Enghsist India
Company. It lies in the South Atlantic Ocean and thest of the south
western coast of Africa on the way to London. Thempany cargo ships
usually stopped here and then sailed to London. réberds speak that the
Tellicherry factory had trade link with this Islands per the request of St.
Helena Council in February 1733, the Tellicherrgtéay sent 7 tubs of
mango plant, jews ears, pepper, coconuts, cassiaddfee to St. Helend.At
the same time, Stephen Law the Chief of Tellichéagtory wrote to Isaac
Pike the Governor of St. Helena Council that thegrevunable to send
bamboo seed as it was not the season. He offersehtbit by the next shffs.
The Tellicherry factory also transshipped commeditof other centers to St.

Helena®®
M adagascar

Madagascar Island, situated in the south eastafiddrican continent,
was renowned for slaves and pirates. The convotlynoalted at this Island.
Of the European companies mainly the French brolgidagascar slaves to
their plantations in the Ea%t.The English and Danish companies also
engaged in slave trade with Madagadéafhe Tellicherry factory records
give evidence of the English Company importing stato factory for service
of Company plantation at Dharmapattanam IslandFébruary 1743, the

j; LFT, ll, Stephen Law, TF to Isaac Picke, St. iHale28 February 1733.

Ibid.
3 n January 1749, the Council of Fort St. Davidtssvo tons of rice and two tons of
sugar to Tellicherry, which was intended for Stldda. LTT, X, Charles Floyer, Fort
St. David to Thomas Byfeld, TF, 25 January 1749.
Holden FurberQp. cit, pp. 11-12. In Malabar in addition to pepper tralde French
were interested in the export of slaves. It was cangse of friction that led to strained
relations between the Vazhunnovar and French Comp8ee for details, M.P.
Sredharan, “The French in Kerala” in P.J. Cheriad.)( Perspectives on Kerala
History, Vol. Il, Thiruvananthapuram, 1999, p. 253.
% TC, XI, Diary, 24 August 1739.
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Bombay Council sent 20 of Madagascar slaves and tiaenilies to
Tellicherry factory® The factory dispatched these slaves to their atamt at
Dharmapattanarfi. The factory provided clothes and also a spot adigio

the fort to settle the slavéSAnother record dated 4 November 1743, speaks
of running away of 11 Madagascar slaves includingemn, 5 of their wives
and 1 child from DharmapattandthThe Company searched for these slaves,
but failed to find them?

Red Sea and Arabia

Most of the ships dispatched from India visited #hebian coast,
except those ships which directly went to the Capese ships exchanged
Malabar goods to the markets like Mocha, Aden, MudBussorah, Jidda etc.
The ships also carried sundry merchandises froseth®arkets to Tellicherry.
The factory records mentioned that pepper, cardamginger, turmeric,
coconut, timber, planks etc. were exported and @xgéd to these centr&s.

Mocha or Mokha is a port city on the Red Sea co&¥emen. It was
famous for coffee, which made it a major markenfrthe 18' century until
the beginning of second half of 18entury. The European companies such as
the English, the Dutch, the French, the Danish Raduguese had their own
settlements and agents at Mocha to procure coReenedius Prutky, who
visited Mocha in the beginning of 1750s, mentiotieat, he saw at Mocha
Port large number of European ships including fotirEnglish, three of
French, two of Dutch and one Bbrtuguesé” There was amble evidence of
flourishing export and import between Mocha andidleérry. The principal
export items to Mocha were pepper, cardamom, sawdal, ginger, turmeric,

% TC, XIV, Exact of the Letter from the Bombay Rdesicy, 30 January 1743.

*" TC, XIV, Diary, 1 February 1743.

*8|bid., 26 February 1743; TC, XIV, Consultation, 11 JUR43.

* TC, XV, Diary, 5 November 1743.

0 bid.

®LLTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TR April 1727.

2 See for more details.H. Arrowsmith Brown (ed.)Prutky's Travels to Ethiopia and
Other Countriesl.ondon, 1991, p. 363.

182



sapanwood, cinnamon, clove, nutmeg, mace, coircapia. In December
1745, the Bombay Council directed the Tellicheragtbry to provide them
200 candies of pepper, 30 candies second sortrdaiceom, 20 candies of
sapanwood, 50 candies of ginger, 50 candies ofaucm25 candies second
sort of sandalwood, cloves amounting Rs. 6000, agtmamounting Rs.
1500, cinnamon amounting Rs. 1000 and mace amauis 1006° In
January 1746, the ship Essex dispatched from Tellly to Mocha with
above mentioned merchandisésThe year 1749 showed considerable
increase in the export of commodities to Mochtn addition to the Company
export, the private traders also procured merctsasdirom Tellicherry and
exchanged it to the Persian Gulf markéts.

Mocha coffee was the principal import item from Mado Tellicherry
and other European factories in the EAsthe English East India Company
also imported coffee saplings to India to planthe their settlements. The
Company first attempted to plant them at Tellichefhen in July 1728,
Anjengo Chief wrote to Tellicherry factory requesfito send them a number
of coffee saplings along with directions about tthoeilture and the soil which
best agree with thefi. The Tellicherry factory accepted the request of
Anjengo factory and decided to send a number deed$aplings in chests.
Therefore, on 24 January, the Tellicherry fact@gts8 chests with about 250
coffee saplings and advising them to supply plahiyifwith water and keep

3 TC, XVI, Diary, 1 January 1746.

> |bid., 21 January 1746.

% TC, XVIII, Diary, 13 January 1749.

 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TR Bebruary 1728.

" TC, Ill, Diary, 10 July 1728. The coffee tree waative of Arabia, which was not
known until 18" century. In the last decades of"1@entury and first half of 8the
European companies make some attempt to plantréisn their settlements of Eastern
world. About 1690, Van Hoorn, the Governor of Baayprocured some coffee plants
from Mocha, which he caused to be planted at Jae&. for more details, William
Milburn, Oriental Commerce: Containing a Geographical Degtian of the Principal
Places in the East Indies, China and Japamndon, 1813, pp. 104-105.

% LTT, I, Alexander Orme, AF to Robert Adams, TR)&uary 1728; TC, Ill, Diary, 12
January 1728.

* TC, lll, Consultation, 17 January 1728.
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them away from the scorching of the sun while tAeyyoung and tender and
now and then to enrich the soil with dutigAnother important import item
from Mocha to Tellicherry was animal skins. Onetloé Tellicherry factory
records dated 4 October 1726, stated that factovguped 23 Mocha goat
skins at 1% fanam eaéh.The other goods returned from Mocha to
Tellicherry were oils, rose water and horses.

Persia

In Persia, the English East India Company had tHestories in
Gombroon, Shiraz and Ispahan affiliated under Bonfr@sidency” Among
this, Gombroon or Bandar Abba which was the chaetdry of the English,
was a major shipping point, and had a long histifryrade with Surat and
Bombay ports. The Company records give amble evidence of trade
connection between Tellicherry and Gombroon. Pepggdamom and other
commodities were exported from Tellicherry directly through Bomba$?
The principal exported goods from Tellicherry to dwoon were pepper,
cardamom, timber, planks, mats and masts. Oner lddeed 5 November
1733 from Stephen Law, the Chief of Tellicherryttag to William Cockell,
the Company agent at Gombroon, provided informatb®12 teak planks
(which consisted about 18000 feet) and teak magiatithed to Gombroon in
Company ship Newcastfé Another record of September 1735 mentioned the
arrival of the English ship Queen Carolina at Thiirry, with a letter of

Gombroon factory that requested for timber and kplam be provided for

8 TC, lll, Diary, 24 January 1728.

. TC, Il, Consultation, 4 October 1726.

%2 Philip Anderson A.MThe English in Western India; Being the Historyhaf Factory at
Surat of Bombay, and the Subordinate Factorieshenwestern Coast.ondon, 1856,
p. 333.

8 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TR April 1727.

® LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF to William Cockell, Gammoon, 5 November 1733bid.,
Stephen Law to Josiah Lewes, the Commander of Sbipcastle, 5 November 1733;
Ibid., Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC, 6 Decemb8817

184



Gombroon factory® The aforesaid ship sailed for Gombroon the next da
with quantity of timber and plank put aboard her flee use of Gombroon
factory®® In the beginning of 1737, the Tellicherry factoexported 255
pieces of timber and 5500 feet of 1 inch thick gato Gombroofi’

The exported timber and planks from Malabar to Gmnmr were
mainly used to build warehouses, repair Compantofgcand build houses
of Company officials. In January 1738, William Cetlkthe agent of English
Company at Gombroon, wrote to Bombay Council that tepairs of their
factory couldn’t be finished. Therefore, he reqadsnore planks and timber
for the completion of factory repairing and thee Bombay Council directed
the Tellicherry factory to send required timber aplhnks directly to
Gombroon® Again in April 1738, the Bombay Council directetiet
Tellicherry factory for sending about 2400 feeptdnks for Gombroon in the
first convenience after the raiffsSimilar records of the succeeding years also

showed export of timber and other goods to Gomhroon
Surat

Surat was a major trade centre of western coalstdid at the time of
the establishment of first English factory in Indien the earlier days,
Tellicherry factory was under Surat CourléilThe major export goods from
Tellicherry to Surat were pepper, cardamom, sarnidaber, planks, mat, mast
etc. Merchandises such as cotton, indigo and mecels were returned from

there. We have got information on exported pepperber etc. to Surat

% TC, VI, Diary, 25 Septembet735; See also, LFT, I, John Braddyle, TF to John
Home, Gombroon, 8 November 1732.

% LFT, IV, Stephen Law, TF to William Cockell, Gomon, 25 September 1735; TC,
VI, Diary, 26 Septembet735.

" LTT, I, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 23 kfad737.

% |bid., 22 February 1738.

% |bid., 8 April 1738.

0 John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compahpndon, 1810, Vol. II, p.
511.
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factory. A letter sent by William Phips to John Bdglle on September 1728,
mentioned that Capt. James Forbes exported 10 esarafi pepper from

Tellicherry to Surat factory: In addition to this, with the direction from the
Bombay Council, the Surat factory sent skilled latsolike carpenters and

masons to Tellicherry factory.
Bombay

When the English East India Company Council wadtisgi to
Bombay, which was a much less important place tharat, its trade was
growing. Gradually it became the flourishing comangrentrepot and one of
the chief centers of the English trade. Bombay haplex commercial
network encompassing the Persian Gulf, the Redt8ed;ast African coast,
the Europe, South East Asia and China. Bombay haddcal point on the
western coast of India for commodities from alltpanf the Indian Ocean
region and even from Europ&.Pepper and cardamom were the principal
exported items to Bombay; most of this was tramgsdd to England. J.H.
Parry emphasized that “Tellicherry the subordinéetory of Bombay
provided major part of the pepper exported to Emfjl* The major part of
the purchased commodities from Tellicherry was alisiped to Bombay. The
imported merchandises from Tellicherry were trapgéd to Europe, Persia

and other Western markets.

Timber, planks and mast were largely exported tmBay every year.
We have data to prove that as per the directiddoohbay Council timber and
planks were exported to Bombay to build gun cagtagieant for Bombay
fort. In September 1737, about 820 planks and #@gs of timber were

L LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to John Braddyll, TEQ September 1728.

2 LTT, IV, James Hope, Surat to William Wake, TR, Qctober 1739|bid., Stephen
Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 4 September 1739.

3 Celsa PintoQp. cit, p. 38.

™ See for details, J.H. Parfizade and Dominion: The European Overseas Empirese
Eighteenth Centunt,ondon, 1971, p. 69.
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exported to Bombaf’ In November 1738, the Bombay Council directed the
Tellicherry factory to send a mast for the flagstahich they desired would
be provided at Calicut and would be approved whproper conveyance was
offered. They also directed that it must be of &t1ong, two feet diameter at
bottom and 12 inches under the cross tfeelm addition to this, the

Tellicherry factory exported mat, top masind poon ma&tto Bombay.

The other important exported merchandises from ickediry to
Bombay were sandal, ginger, turmeric, coconuts, €aiils, gheé? arrack®*
amber greas¥ cotton, cowrie§® beetle-nut, candl€¥, putchuck®® myrrh®
rhubarb?®” medicinal plants, bar® wood oyle, wax, rosin, bark, Malabar
physi®® etc. Some parts of these exported merchandises taken for the
requirements of Bombay. They were pepper, cardantopra, sandalwood,
sapanwood, arrack, turmeric, ginger, betel-nutr,cpiece goods, grain,
candles, cua, jaggery and seeds. In addition & the factory transshipped

the goods coming from China, Bengal, Madras anckAgyp.

In every ship dispatched from England procured dargpimber of

packets for their trading centres of the Easternidv@he major part of the

S LTT, NI, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 22 @mr 1737; See also, LTT, V,
William Jeynson, English agent at Calicut to WitliaVake, TF, 15 October 1740.

® LTT, Il, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 30Wmber 1738; See also, LTT, V,
Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 3 October 1740

" bid., 3 October 1740.

8 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to William Wake, TF3WJanuary 1727.

 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 14idust 1740.

8 TC, IX, Consultation, 29 March 1737; TC, IX, DyaB1 May 1737.

8 LTT, VII, George Jenkinson, Beypore to John Gegki, 16 February 1744.

8 LTT, X, William Wake, BC to Thomas Byfeld, TF,0iecember 1748.

8 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,/2dvember 1730.

8 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 2&8ndiary 1741.

% lbid., 17 April 1741.

8 Ibid.

8 In April 1741, the Bombay Council directed thdliEaerry factory to procure and send
rhubarb for their hospital. LTT, V, Stephen Law, B&CWilliam Wake, TF, 27 April
1741.

8 LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adam, TF, 1&Member 1726.

8 TC, XVI, Diary, 17 March 1746.
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import goods from Bombay were necessary materml#hieir servants, which
were imported from Europe. The treasures were tincipal import item
from Bombay to Tellicherry, which included the nadtcoins from Europe
and minted Company coins from Bombay Ca$tl€onsignments containing
coins were repeatedly sent to Tellicherry from Bagn} The Tellicherry
factory records also speak that the metals likeidor silver, gold, copper, tin
and led were sent to Tellicherry in large scal@he other imported goods
from Bombay were medicing, cloths, leather, sugar, grain, piece-goods,
gunpowdet’ and salt petet> On 20 April 1744, the Bombay Council sent 280
bales of cotton to Tellicherr{f. Most of the imported commodities were also
f

transhipped to Anjengo, Madras, Bengal and CHina.

Goa

The Portuguese settlement of Goa had trade linkis Emglish East
India Company settlements of Bombay and Tellicheifipe Tellicherry
factory brought paper, arrack, medicine and rioenfiGoa. As per the records
of 13 March 1735, the factory bought 55 hogsheddSaa arrack at the rate
of Rs. 16 per hogsheatfsin March 1736, they bought 61 hogsheads of
arrack at the rate of Rs. 14 per hogshéad$e Tellicherry factory and other

% TC, VII, Consultation, 11 February 1735.

L LTT, VI, William Wake, BC to John Geekie, TF, Z&nuary 1744lbid., 20 April
1744,

92 LTT, IX, William Wake, BC to William West, TF, 28pril 1747.

% LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to Robert Adams, TR $eptember 1727.

% LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 1 Wonber 1740.

% LTT, IX, William Wake, BC to William West, TF, 28pril 1747.

% LTT, VII, William Wake, BC to John Geekie, TF, Zpril 1744; LTT, IX, William

Wake, BC to William West, TF, 28 April 1747.

In February 1746, the Bombay Council sent 30@daif cotton to Tellicherry as

transshipped cargo of China. See for details, T, Riary, 14 February 1746.

% T1C, VI, Diary, 13 March 1735; TC, VII, Generaayamaster Account of March 1735.

% TC, VIII, General Paymaster Account of March 1736
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European factories in the western coasts mainlghased paper from Go¥.

Medicine was another major import item from G8h.
Canara Ports

The European factories of Malabar depended for oicehe port of
Canara coast. From the very beginning of the dstabknt of settlements in
the Malabar Coast, the English Company procuresfrmm Canara ports like
Mangalore, Honovar etc. They had one factory atdvan till the time of
Canarese invasions in Malabar. Every year the macpurchased large
guantity of rice from there. There were differerdrieties of rice such as
champsall, mulky, jerrisall and black rice were ortpd from Canara to
Tellicherry®? This imported rice was mainly used for the Compgasrison.
The hinterlands of Canara also produced large gyaftpepper. In the early
years, the Honovar factory of the English procysegper and exported it to
Bombay. In the 1740s, the Tellicherry factory securight to purchase
pepper from the Canara potfs. Therefore, the factory sent their
representatives to Honovar, Mangalore, Manjeswdraher ports in Canara
for procuring pepper from local merchants. The magommodity to

Mangalore from Tellicherry was saft:
Calicut

Calicut was the most depended and nearest markigieot ellicherry
factory. The Tellicerry factory had one subordinédetory at Calicut and

there the Company had one Linguist for manage @aoyse the merchandises

199 As per the records, in January 1738 factory bodgteams of Goa paper at Rs. 28. (1
Ream is 20 Quire), TC, X, General Paymaster Accotidanuary 1738.

101 TC, X, Consultation, 10 May 1738.

192 |n November 1730 the rate of Mangalore rice wiak7alkkeri pagodas per corge. TC,
IV, Consultation, 18 November 1730. In March 178% rate of Mangalore rice at 15
Ikkeri pagodas per corge. TC, VI, Diary, 8 Marcl837

103 TC, XI, Consultation, 8 March 1740.

1% In February 1742, the factory sent 61266 dungufysalt to Mangalore for sale. TC,
XIIl, Diary, 18 February 1742pid., Diary, 3 June 1742.
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from Calicut, Beypore, Tannore and Ponnani. With direction of Bombay
Council in 1741, the Tellicherry factory appointadpermanent agent at
Calicut. Pepper, rice, coconut, oils, coir, turmgminger, timber, planks,
bamboo, mat, mast, ghee, arrack, toddy, wax, candtales, cloths etc. were
the imported items from Calicut and its other ngaateas to Tellicherry. The

factory transshipped most of these to London, Bonaral other markets.

Cochin

Cochin was one of the principal European settlemmgnsouth western
coasts of India. The Tellicherry factory had maimta commercial relation
with Cochin. They bought pepper, Batavian arractk dapanese copper from
the Cochin merchant Ezekieal Rafly.Batavian arrack was considered as
better than the Goan arrack. Hence, the Bombay @loamthority instructed
the Tellicherry factory to procure it. A letter ddt8 April 1738 by John
Horne, the President of Bombay Council to Stephemv,Lthe Chief of
Tellicherry, states that “the arrack made at Goab®ng so good, though
dearer than usual, and Batavian arrack being dlffto be procured here. We
would have you annually secure 40 or 50 leaguerth@fbest and cheapest
you can get, and send it up as conveyances mary”offe

Anjengo

It was the most southerly settlement of English @any on the
Malabar CoastThe Anjengo factory was established in the sames aje
Tellicherry factory. Hence both remained as twade centres of Company in
the Malabar Coast. The factors of both settlembatk always contacts with
each other for securing commodities and its exg8ftepper, ricé®

195 TC, XI, Consultation, 10 December 1739; TC, XVafi, 19 November 1743; See also,
Ashin Das Guptayialabar in Asian Trade 1740-180CGambridge, 1967, p. 178.

1% LTT, Il, John Horne, BC to Stephen Law, TF, &iAfh738.

197 See for example, LTT, I, Alexander Orme, AF tobBd Adams, TF, 19 December
1726; LFT, |, John Braddyll, TF to Hezekiah, AFQ&tober 1729.

198 | TT, I, Alexander Orme, AF to Robert Adams, BFSeptember 1727.
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cotton!® copra, coir, cowrie$'° piece goods* and gun powdét? were the

principal export commodities from Anjengo.

L akshadweep

Lakshadweep otaccadive, the nearest Island group of the Malabar
Coast, was under the jurisdiction of Arrakal famd§ Cannanoré'® The
principal export of this Island was copra, coir amtegar. Lakshadweep coir
has been at all times esteemed the best in fitiighe Tellicherry factory had
trade relations with Islands and the major impteaini was coir. The factory
records speak of the Company buying coir from Lakisteep and returning
rice in the form of barter system. One record, d&® March 1737, speaks
about 40 candies of Lakshadweep coir received rtebéor Bengal rice by
the Tellicherry factory. The said record speakd ttekshadweep coir was
very acceptable at Bombay. The import item from Lakshadweep usually
arrived at Calicut and then it was sent to TellicheOne of the letters from
Alexander Douglas, the Company agent at CalicuTedicherry factory,
mentioned that they sent some quantities of Laksbkag coir to Tellicherry
in manchuas!® The factory records show that in the year 1748, factory
bought more than 100 candies of Lakshadweep cdheatate of Rs. 42 per

candy™’

199 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, hiary 1741.

i? LTT, I, Alexander Orme, AF to Robert Adams, TRluhe 1727.
Ibid.

12 | TT, VII, Charles Whitehill, AF to John GeekieFT4 February 1744.

13 LTT, ll, William Wake, AF to Stephen Law, TF, 9 Felary 1737.

114 see for details, William MilburrQp. cit.,p. 321.

YSLTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 14 dust 1740; TC, IX, Consultation,
29 March 1737.

10 LTT, X, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to TF, 17 Mart749.

17TC, XVIII, Consultation, 2 November 1730.
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Maldives

Maldives are the chain of numerous Islands, hisadly linked with
the Indian subcontinent, which were discoveredheyRortuguese in 156%
From the mid-sixteenth century, it was dominatecEbyopean powers such
as the Portuguese, the Dutch and the English. HtiecAerry, Madras and
Bengal factories purchased coconut, cowries, auir jaggey from Maldives
Island*® The Tellicherry factory had trade relation with Iiges from the
early years of the factory. Charls Lockter, whenvmted Tellicherry in
January 1706, mentioned that “amber grease, cowyies and chank were
imported from Maldives*®° In November 1730, the Sultan of Maldives
informed his great desire, and willingness to cspomd with Tellicherry
factory. He had also sent by boat to factory ab@utottas of cowries at 15
Calicut fanam per cotd Then, the factory dispatched these cowries to
Bombay by the ship Lethieuliéf? The articles like rice, sugar, cloths etc.

were carried to the Islands.
Cuddalore and Fort St. David

Fort St. David was the principal seat of Englishn(pany, situated
about a mile north of Cuddalore. The major exptatns to Cuddalore were
pepper, sandalwood, cardamom, timber and planksenwthe Madras
Council was shifting to Fort St. David, they brotghanks and timber from
Tellicherry. As per the records the period betwgeé#5 and 1748, the Fort St.

18 william Milburn, Op. cit, p. 335.

9 Cowries are small shells found in the shores afdites, being the principal wealth of
Islands, which was used as a kind of money in Blegiga West Indies. See for details,
Jacob Canter Vissche@Qp. cit, Letter No. Xll, pp. 83-84. Captain Vincente Sodre
noted in the beginning of T&entury Maldives cowries was brought to CannanBee:
for details, Joy Varkey, “Port-Hinterland RelatiooisCannanore” in K.S. Mathew and
Joy Varkey (eds.Winds of Spice§ halasserry, 2006, p. 128.

120 Charles LockterAn Account of the Trade in Indikondon, 1711, p. 274.

2L TC, IV, Consultation, 20 June 1749.

122 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,dvember 1730.
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David brought 378 planks from Tellicherry factdfy.On 1 November 1748,
the Chief received a letter from Fort St. Davidtttie Ship Delawar would be
dispatched to Tellicherry to take sandalwood ambpe*?* On 19 November,
the ship Delaware reached at Tellicherry and fewsdater returned with
required quantities of good®’ In April 1749, the Tellicherry factory loaded
on ship Elizabeth 395 bags of peas, 168 planksi@0dcandies of pepper for
Fort St. David:?® The rice and sugar were imported from Fort St.iDav
Tellicherry. One letter of Charles Floyer, the Rtest of Fort St. David,
dated 25 January 1749, mentioned that as per theese of Thomas Byfeld,
the Chief of Tellicherry factory, they sent two soaf rice and two tons of

sugar to Tellicherry?’
Madras

The Fort St. George at Madras was the English Bdsa Company’s
southern presidency. Pepper, cardamom, sandalwmder, plank and
cotton were principal exported merchandises fronllicherry to Madras.
Pepper of Malabar had great demand in the eastmast of India. The
Company records show that in every year nearly 1€8tdies of pepper
exported to Madras and Bengal. On 22 April 1738, féctory exported 997
candies of pepper to Madras by ship Comptdnn April 1737, the factory
loaded 1186 candies of pepper on ship Decker. biathe shipment was
meant for Madras and Bengal and the other half m&nded for Chind?°

The other important export items to Madras werenkda betel-nut, oils,

123 LTT, X, Alexander Douglas, Calicut to Robert RamdTF, 29 September 1748.

124 TC, XVIII, Diary, 1 November 1748.

125 1bid., 19 November 1748.

128 bid., Letter, John Robinson to Ambrose Lawrence, the@ander of ship Elizabeth, 25
April 1749.

127 LTT, X, Charles Floyer, Fort St. David to ThonBageld, TF, 25 January 1749.

128 | FT, Il, Stephen Law, TF to the Court of Directp?3 February 1734.

129 TC, IX, Diary, 17 and 23 April 1737; LTT, Il, Rieind Benyon, Fort St. George to
Stephen Law, TF, 2 July 1737; TC, X, Diary, 6 AugLig37.
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liquor, grains, tobacco, piece-goods and drugs. mha@r return goods from

Madras were rice, sugar, woolen and liquor.
Bengal

The English Company’s eastern Indian trade wasechiwut by the
Bengal Council. Pepper, cardamom, sandalwood, otjonpowder, coi,
timber, and liquor were major export merchandisenfiTellicherry to Bengal.
In addition, the European and Bombay goods likepeoptin, led, gun
powder, clothes, wines and some other items waresshipped to Beng&f’
The large number of factory records revealed alioaitexport of pepper to
Bengal. In August 1738, the Bombay Council directedload sufficient
guantities of pepper on ships Nassau and Anglesdadspatched these to
Bengal**! Another record mentions that in May 1741, the sHigllifax
dispatched to Bengal with 339 candies of peppfein May 1748, with the
direction of Bombay Council the Tellicherry factolyaded 76 candies of
pepper on Bombay sloop and dispatched to Berigahe Tellicherry factory
also exported good quantity of cotton to Bengak Tdctory records of April
1741 evidenced that the factory dispatched 100sbaieMalabar cotton to
Fort William at Bengat®® In September 1747, the Bombay Council approved
the proposal of Bengal to barter the Bengal cofmnpepper:*® Timber,
plank, mat and mast were also sent to Bengal. Adhgerequest of Bengal
Council on 22 February 1737, the Bombay Counciécted to Tellicherry

factory to sent mast for a flagstaff to Bentjal.

130 See for details, LTT, II, Court of Directors tehen Law, TF, 2 July 1736.

3L LTT, Il, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 5 Asgi738.

182 LTT, V, William West, Calicut to William Wake, T,i8 May 1741.

133 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 21 May 1748.

13 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 1 1741.

135 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 2 September 1747.

13 LTT, I, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 22 Rery 1737; TC, IX, Diary, 17 June
1737.
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The major import items from Bengal were rice, gurbags, twine,
iron, opium, indigo, raw silk, grain, Bengal rumped oil, Madeira winé>’
saltpeter, piece goods and seeds. Some importethamgtises were exported
again to London, Bombay, and other centers likedig Madeira wine, rice,
saltpeter, woolens, and raw sitf€.In January 1746, by ship Essex the Bengal
Council sent 2650 bags of saltpeter to Bombay tjioCellicherry factory>®
The Bengal rice was principal import items to Taérry**° In the 1730s, the
English Company’s rice import from Bombay and Canaorts were affected
due to the Canrarese wars. Therefore, the Compeaigiet to bring rice from
Bengal and Madra$! In January 1737, the Bombay Council directed to
Tellicherry factors that, “as you will be so am@ypplied with rice from
Bengal, we shall send you none, till you desireugh we had a quantity
ready provided. It must be your care to prevent Blenorable masters
suffering, by getting off the rice as speedily asgble, and on the best terms
you can, without giving room for complaint to yagarrison people’#?

Another important item from Bengal was gunny bags packing
pepper and other commoditi¥.The factory records speak that thousands of
gunny bags were purchased by Tellicherry factomrgwear. In July 1736,
the Chief of Tellicherry factory wrote to Bengal @wil for 5000 bags,
ascertaining the price to Rs. 3% per bd§On 29 April 1746, the Chief
wrote to the Bengal Council desiring them to semdtfie use of Tellicherry

137 In October 1747, the Bengal Council sends 50spggeMadeira wine by ship Princes of
Wales to Tellicherry. TC, XVII-B, Diary, 14 Octob&747.

138 As per the factory record dated 18 February liftddbrted at Tellicherry about 8 bales
of raw silk from Fort William, to be delivered abBibay. TC, XI, Diary, 18 February
1740.

139 TC, XVI, Diary, 20 January 1746.

199 The imported rice was also transshipped to Laksbag from Tellicherry. TC, IX,
Consultation, 29 March 1737.

1“1 TC, IX, Consultation, 28 September 1736; LTT,Jbhn Stackhouse, Fort William to
Stephen Law, TF, 21 October 1736.

Y2 LTT, Il, John Horn, BC to Stephen Law, TF, 21 uany 1737.

%3 The Dutch Company records mentioned that theywelected gunny and gunny bags
from Porcca (Porakkad), and Calicoilan (KayamkulaBlyt they couldn’t procure
sufficient quantity for export trade. See for distaAdriaan MoensQp. cit, p. 216.

4 LFT, Ill, Stephen Law, TF to John Horn, BC, 3é1.736.
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factory, 1000 gunny bags and a Jar of wood &y1€@pium seems to be one
of the most sought after item in Malabar, which vedso imported from
Bengal**® In the early decades of i8entury, Bengal opium had great
demand in the Malabar Coagtlexander Hamilton mentioned that Robert
Adams, the first Chief of Tellicherry factory, perally imported opium from
Bengal. He wrote that “Adams organized a large @ofditable trade in opium
which was widely used in the region. These immarciivities very seriously
affected the stand of the Company in front of Zamand other powers-*’

China

From the early time onwards the Chinese aristoevate fascinated by
the spices from Malabar. Therefore, Malabar hadle relations with the
Chinese ports. In the mercantile period most of aéflemajor European
companies had their own settlements in Chinese fmwins Canton or
Guangzhou and Maca&ince the decline of Gujarati merchant trade with
China, which was in 8century taken over by the English sponsored and
Bombay based China trade. It led to the trade dihKellicherry withCanton
and MacaoThe Tellicherry factory records show that themesva flourishing
export and import trade relations between Tellichand Chinese markets.

The principal exported items from Tellicherry to iGd were sandal
wood and pepper. Madhavi Thampi stated that “thest exported from India
to China were mainly silver, pepper and sandalwddtEvery year more
than five of Company ships were dispatched to Ganaarkets with cargos
chiefly of pepper and sandalwobt.The factory records speak that the major

145 TC, XVI, Diary, 29 April 1746.

1% The renowned traveller Charles Lockter mentionedpium of Tellicherry that made
hereabouts of Tellicherry was a deep purple, ti ipelndia; it bears double the price
of Bengal opium. See for details, Charles Lockiy, cit.,p. 275.

147 Alexander HamiltonA New Account of East Indiegol. I, London, 1744, p. 99; John
Pinkerton (ed.), A General Collection of the East and Most InterggtVoyages and
Travels in All Parts of the Wor]d/ol. VIII, London, 1881, p. 372.

198 Madhavi Thampilndians in China 1800-194%New Delhi, 2005, p. 50.

149 LFT, VII, Thomas Byfeld, TF to Benjamin Masonet@ommander of ship Doddington,
4 May 1749.
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part of factory’s sandalwood and large quantitypepper were exported to
Chinese markets. As per the records since 1736 thare600 candies of first
sort of sandalwood per year was exported to CHima24 April 1736, ship
Richmond was dispatched for Chinese markets withcéhdies of pepper for
Canton and 200 candies of sandalwood for Mdcadn April 1739, the
Bombay Council directed to the factory to make yeddO candies of pepper
and 200 candies of sandalwood for Company shipiitgon and dispatched
it to Cantor:>! In January 1740, the Company dispatched 300 carmfie
sandalwood to Ching? In January 1741, with the direction of Company
authorities the Bombay Council ordered to send &@dies of sandalwood
and some quantities of pepper to ChitizOn 28 March 1741, the Tellicherry
factory received the letter of Court of Directors Lamndon, dated 23 July
1740, directed them to secure all the sandalwoodypable from Tellicherry
and load in ship Godolphin for her way to ChifaTherefore, in April 1741,
the Company ship Godolphin dispatched with 300 Emnadf sandal, 400
candies of pepper a parcel of cotton and some ralilma for Chinese
markets'>

Again in September 1741, the Bombay Council diétteprovide 300
candies of sandalwood to ship Onslow, which was Iyetispatched to
China®® On 30 April 1742, the Captain Bachen of ship Owstequested
300 candies of sandalwood for export to CarltdrAt the same time the
Macao ships enquired the availability of sandalwaddrellicherry as they
purchased about 400 candies of sandalwood eatlistaagalore and other

130 TC, VIII, Diary, 26 April 1736; LFT, IV, Stephebaw, TF to John Horn, BC, 30 June
1736.

3L LTT, 1ll, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 2gril 1739.

132 LTT, IV, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 3@nuary 1740.

133 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, hiary 1741.

%% TC, XII, Letter, Court of Directors to William Wa, TF, 23 July 1740.

15 LTT, V, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, 1p# 1741; TC, XII, Consultation,
30 April 1741.

16 LTT, VI, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, S2ptember 1741.

157 TC, XIII, Consultation, 30 April 1742.
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ports at a very high pricg® In April 1743, the quantity of 300 candies of
sandalwood, amounting Rs. 24154 and with two chafstlollars were laden
on ship Harrington for export to Cantbti.

In April 1744, the Bombay Council directed to 10680 candies of
pepper, sufficient quantity of sandal and dispaideeChina:®° In November
1745, the Tellicherry factory exported 500 candiepepper and 300 candies
of sandalwood to Chin&* In July 1748, the Chief received an order from
Bombay Superiors to dispatch Company ship Delaware taking in
sandalwood for China, she being designed for tietep®® On 29 August
1748, the Bombay Council ordered the factory to pkesandalwood in
readiness for shippiny® In February 1749, Charles Flayer, the President of
Fort St. George requested Tellicherry factory 100 8andies of sandalwood
for loading in China ship®* Again in April 1749, the Bombay Council
directed 200 candies sandalwood to be exportechtnaC® The cardamom,
olibunnam®®® putchuch’®” myrrh®® mast, planks etc. were also exported to
Chinese markets.

The major part of the import items from China walgo transshipped
to Europe. It also carried goods to markets ofdndDcean markets. Most of
the China ships went through Tellicherry. At Tdikery these ships
completed the remaining parts of the tonnage. €ham goods to Tellicherry

138 TC, XIlI, Letter, William Wake, TF, to Bachen, ti@aptain of Supercargo Onslow, 30
April 1742.

139 TC, XIV, Letter, John Geekie, TF to Foulis, thep&an of Supercargo Harrington, 30
April 1743; Among this 300 candies sandalwood thetdry received 100 candies first
sort at Rs. 87 for per candy and 200 candies airgksort at Rs. 75 for per candy. TC,
XIV, Consultation, 30 April 1743.

180 LTT, VII, William Wake, BC to John Geekie, TF, 2(bril 1744.

L | FT, VI, John Geekie, TF to the Court of Directa?4 November 1745,

182 TC, XVII-B, Diary, 5 July 1748.

183 TC, XVIII, Diary, 29 August 1748.

1% LTT, X, Charles Flayer, Fort St. David to Thonadeld, TF, 25 February 1749.

185 LTT, X, William Wake, BC to Thomas Byfeld, TF April 1749.

123 LTT, V, Edward Page, Canton to William Wake, PB,March 1741.

Ibid.

188 bid.
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were opium, gold, tea, scarlet cloth, China damé&slssian sail cloth, glass
pictures, porcelain, China ware etc. The Tellichdactory records revealed
that large quantity of gold was imported from ChiffaOn 27 December

1739, the Company ship Harrington imported goldhgewnveighed the whole

being 16 parcels containing 74 bars and seven ditg)lfor which and Rs.

20000 factory gave the commander of sHifpThe Chinese silks and other
precious goods had great demand in Tellicherry gtarkt was the main item
presented by the English at the time of agreemandtk other occasions to
rajas of Malabar.

A lot of information is available from the Tellicihvg factory records
on the Portuguese merchants ships, based at Mdsdimg at Tellicherry for
the purchase of Malabar goods. These ships were cdBed at Bengal,
Madras, Nagapattinam, Cochin, Anjengo and SuraeyTéxchanged some
commodities for procuring pepper, cardamom and adfAtEvery year, four
or five Portuguese ships called at Tellicherry axported more than
hundreds candies of peppéf.

In addition to the Company ships, the private shqds Europe
purchased pepper and other merchandise from Comfzamgries:’® The
Company received duty of three rupees on everyyahgepper purchased
from their factories. As per the direction of Bory@ouncil, on 20 March
1727, the Tellicherry factory sent a letter to @aptWilliam Shotbolt,
commander of the ship Gloster Brigantine, that gymirchase of pepper at

189 TC, VIII, Diary, 14 May 1736.

10 TC, XI, Diary, 26 & 28 December 1739.

11 Om Prakash, “International Consortiums, Merchisetworks and Portuguese Trade
with Asia in the Early Modern Period”, Paper prasenat Session 37 of the XIV
International Economic History Congress, Helsi@di,and 25 August 2006, p. 23.

172 See for details, LTT, IX, Wiliam Wake, BC to Gee Dudley, TF, 2 January 1747;

TC, XVII-A, Diary, 8 January 1747. These Portuguskis also collected merchandise

from Mahe. In April 1746 one Portuguese ship of Mamames St. Luis collected five

candies of first sort cardamom and 600 candieepper from Mahe for China market.

See for details, TC, XVI, Diary, 22 April 1746.

There were many of Europeans, without banner ah@any’s participated in intra-

Asian trade from the time of Portuguese. It wasdased in 17 and first half of 18

century. See for details, Adriaan Moe@®. cit, p. 234.

173
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any of the adjacent places hereabouts for threeesipn every candy of 560
Ib. and accordingly demanded his paying a dutyhdd rupees per a candy of
560 Ib}"* In May, the Company authorities directed to “aveigputes in
collecting the duty additional on pepper they Haslght fit to include that of
any kind, and wherever purchased in the peppertdesron the coast, and
agreeable to the orders they have received fronEtigeish Company.” They
intended to write to the Presidencies of Bengal Miadras to collect the said
duty on whatever brought under their jurisdicttéhln February 1728, the
Bombay Council once again strictly ordered to Tekirry to collect the duty
of Rs. 3 per candy on all pepper exported on peiveicount by those under
English protection from the pepper settlemeht.

Summary

This chapter tried to explain theoretically theat®ln between the port
and its overseas markets. The chapter elaboraeedwerseas markets with
which Tellicherry had conducted import- export Imesis. The study has
showed that Tellicherry had trade relations withsmof the important
overseas markets of the period. The business oEtlepean markets was
carried out through London. Trade with the otherkets was carried out
independently by the Bombay Council in the smalksats maintained by
them for the purpose and also in the vessels cofmamy London bound for
the Indian Ocean markets. Contacts with the overseald brought many
new things to the Malabar Coast including slavesniW unique items of
Malabar found their way to the overseas world tgtothese contacts.

1 TC, Il, Diary, 20 March 1727; TC, Il, Letter, Rett Adam, TF to Captain William
Shotbolt, the Commander of ship Gloster BrigantitteMarch 1727.

5 TC, Il, Diary, 15 My 1727.

6 LTT, I, BC to Robert Adams, TF, 26 February 1728.
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CHAPTER VI
TELLICHERRY FACTORY AT ITSHEIGHT

The growth of Tellicherry began with the arrival tble French East
India Company. Unfortunately, the French failedléwvelop Tellicherry into a
prosperous and permanent trading centre. The Bnghiade it one of the
renowned trade centers of the eastern world. Whh establishment of
European settlement, large number of merchantsateidrto Tellicherry from
other parts of Malabar and opened warehouses ams$ shhis resulted in the
development of a market, which grew into one ofriregor colonial markets
of western India. Increased interactions with theopean and Indian Ocean
world brought prosperity, cultural exchanges andv neommodities to
Tellicherry and adjacent areas. The growth of wnisitbrought about through
the export and imports, warehouses, shops, salgoofls, presence of
different communities, arrival of ships, present¢he merchant community,
modern facilities like hospital, circulation of thfent varieties of currencies,
money exchange, money lending, unique weights-nmeasystems and

effective administrative system.
Bazaar of Tellicherry

At the time of the arrival of the French, Tellichewas a small market.
The market developed gradually with the establisiinef the European
settlement. As per the available sources, the feftrence to Tellicherry
market was made by Gabrial Dellon, who had the mage in the
establishment of the French settlement at Tellishar 1671 The French
Company established all facilities required ford&gan their factory. They
built a mud fort, suitable houses and storeroomgedlicherry. It was much

more advantageous for obtaining merchandises, ancolation and was easy

1 Gabriel DellonA Voyage to the East Indidsondon, 1698p. 121.
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to be accessed by ship®ellon describes the French house at Tellichesty a

“built according to the Indian fashion, of wood aatth.?

The bazaar was situated along the shores of TeilighDuring the
time of the English, Tellicherry witnessed rematkathanges. The travellers
and the records of European companies referredetaniarket of Tellicherry
as ‘bazaar” So the merchants who settled in Tellicherry mavkete called
‘bazaar merchants.” The English immediately buiticause at the factory, on
which six guns were to be mounted, and a regimemfor twelve soldiers
were to be stationed for its protectibriThe decision of fortification of
Tellicherry led to the establishment of a permarssttiement and also to the
development of the bazaar of Tellicherry. Telliclydvazaar was concentrated
mainly at the back of the Tellicherry fort. AlexardHamilton noted “the
market stands at the back of the fort, within lamih a stone wall round it, to
keep out enemie€.In addition to the fort, the Company had builtwamnber

of other buildings.

Simultaneously, with the help of merchants, the Gany brought
commodities from the hinterlands to Tellicherry &agz which resulted in the
establishment of warehouses and other facilities the bazaar. The
commodities also came through the coastal routas the other markets of
Malabar like Cannanore, Vadakara, Calicut, Bayp®emnore, Ponnani and

Cochin. These commodities were also transshippedifterent markets of

Z  H.K. Kaul (ed.)Travellers’ India an AnthologyNew Delhi, 1979p. 290.

8 Gabriel Dellon,Op. cit, p. 121; Abbe CarreThe Travels of Abbe Carre in India and

Near East: 1672 to 1674£d. by Charles Fawcett, Vol. 1ll, London, 1948705.

According to Encyclopedia of Britannica, the défon of bazaar is: “a denomination

among the Turks and Persian, given to a kind ohamge, or places where their fine

stuffs and other wares are sold.” See for detdilscyclopedia Britannica or a

Dictionary Arts, Sciences, and Miscellaneous Litere, Edinburgh, 1797, p. 90.

John BruceAnnals of the Honorable East India Compahgndon, 1810, Vol. II, p.

529.

6 Alexander HamiltonA New Account of East Indjegol. |, Edinburgh, 1727, pp. 297-
298.

202



the world. The Europeans needed Europeanized hansesffices, which led
to the establishment of modern tiled houses, dffmed shops in the bazaar.
The furniture and other goods of interior desigrreverought from Europe
and other places to these houses and offidesthe same time, imported
commodities from the different markets of the wonldre sold in the bazaar
and some of them were moved to the hinterland bazaslong with
necessary commodities, luxuries like gold, diamordiSerent varieties of

clothes and gift items were also familiar to thdigleerry bazaaf.
Fort and Factory Administration

In India, the administration of the English Eastlitn Company was
entrusted with the three Presidencies or Countitbriee corners of the Indian
subcontinent: Bombay in West, Fort St. George (Mspin South and Fort
William (Bengal) in East. The Councils were tradpasts and forts encircled
by native states and connected to each other gngeh. Each Council had a
Governor or President who corresponded directiyhéoCourt of Directors of
English East India Company in London. The ChieDeputy Governors were
placed at the head of the subordinate factoriedraating posts of each
Council? In the beginning, Tellicherry factory was undee tBurat Council,
along with other factories at Carwar, Calicut andjelhgo. Later, the Surat
Council came to be known as Bombay Council with #ingfting of its
headquarters to Bombay. These factories had annatrative body known
as ‘Factors’, which included Chief, Linguist, SanidMerchant, Junior

Merchant, Chaplain and Writer.

Tellicherry Consultation (hereafter TC), XllI, @sultation, 17 November 1741.

Letters from Tellicherry (hereafter LFT), Il, $teen Law, Tellicherry Factory (hereafter
TF) to Robert Cowan, Bombay Council (hereafter B®May 1733.

9 See for more details, Claude Markovits (ed)History of Modern India 1480-1950
London, 1994, p. 231.
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The Chief was the head of Factors, and he had enmmower and
was always depended and corresponded with CoundilPaesidencies. His
programs and policies entirely affected the Comjsafyture developments
in those regions. In the beginning of theé"1&ntury, Tellicherry obtained
independent position and the Company appointed iRohdams as its
Chief!® Adams played a key role in getting permissiontfaitding a fort. His
personal initiative in securing permission from #amorin of Calicut to get
necessary materials of construction, free of alktaos was helpful in
completing the fort! John Braddyl, Steephen Law, Wiliam Wake, William
Jayson, John Geekie, George Dudley, Willam WestbdRt Rawdon,
Thomas Byfeld and Thomas Dorril served as Chief§ eficherry factory
during the period from 1725 to 1750. The salaryh&f Chief was 70 pound

sterling per annum, which was about Rs. 560.

The English Company appointed Senior and Junior gamy
merchants for managing the trading activities @& factory. Actually, the
senior and junior merchants were the two or threenbers of ‘factors’. In
1730, William Forbes and Hugh Howard were the sem@rchants of
Tellicherry factory and their salary was 40 pounerling per annun® In
1741, William Jayson was in the post of senior hant and William West
was in the post of junior merchant of the Compavgst of these salaried
merchants were also appointed as Residents inutaliannore, Mangalore,

Honovar and Valapattanam. Later, they became thief Gii Tellicherry

He was the first permanent Chief, and he had nwagdit of prominence of Tellicherry.

See for details, Arun Thomas M., “Robert Adams: TReal Founder of English

Supremacy in Malabar” ilOSR- Journal of Humanities and Social Sciengel. XX,

Issue. 5, May 2015, pp. 19-26.

A, Galletti, The Dutch in MalabarMadras, 1911, p. 22; K.K.N. Kurupistory of
Tellicherry Factory,Calicut, 1985, p. 49.

12 TC, IV, Consultation, 6 January 1731; TC, XlllpGultation, 1 January 1742; TC,
XVI, Diary, 31 December 1745.

13 TC, IV, Consultation, 6 January 1731.
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factory. The Company sent them to negotiate peppeatract with distant

centers like Calicut, Mangalore and Cochin.

All the European powers did business through lamahpradors or
middlemen, as their knowledge of both markets amdgliages was
inadequaté? The European companies called them LingoisDubashi’, the
most inevitable post in European factories in Indé Tellicherry, the
Company appointed a number of Linguists as tramsaand to deal with
natives including the rajas, and merchants. Attime of contract with the
merchants, they had a crucial role. At Tellicherlyere were one Senior
Linguist and a Junior Linguist. The Company alspapted a Linguist at
Calicut. Later in 1740 another Linguist was appsthat Mangalore. Pedro
Rodriguez and Domingo Rodriguez were the most reeowlLinguists of
Tellicherry factory. In 1741, John Braddyl, therfar Chief of factory, sent a
diamond ring valued 120 pound sterling to Domingodijuez. He also
wrote, “Domingo Rodriguez, having many years a@ecdead Linguist with
such integrity and attachment to their interegghlyi deserves their notice and
they were always ready to encourage such behawiotheéir service.”
Domingo replied that, he would return the Compaisyrhost dutiful thanks
for this great mark of their favour and assuredirthieat he should continue to

act with the utmost zeal and friendliness for tiseirvice®®
War ehouses

The warehouses were the important parts of Euromeempanies’
settlements, which had to be large enough to dldferent commodities
brought from hinterlands over the course of a \teafill several ships and
boats arriving each season from England and otleekets. Two principal

warehouses existed inside the fort. The first oras w the southeastern

4" Ruby Maloni,Surat: Port of the Mughal EmpireNew Delhi, 2003, p. 82.
5 TC, XII, Consultation, 30 April 1741.
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corner of the fort, which was built as part of #sablishment of factory in
1708. The second was situated in the north-westammer of the fort, which
was built in 1739° The Company appointed warehouse keeper for magagin
processes like weighing, cleaning, preserving aaukipg of commodities in
the warehouses. These warehouses had the capacity for storing ninane
6000 candies (about 15,00,000 Kg.) of pepper @e't In addition to these
warehouses, the Company erected a number of ‘Gajases’ outside the fort
for keeping timber, bamboos, chunam, gun carriagkepetty stores of several

kinds1®

In 1731, the Company official reported that the ggpwarehouses of
Tellicherry were in a miserable condition. It wasry incommodious, ill-
roofed and ill-equipped to store pepper. Hence, @ieef requested the
Bombay Council to permit them either to enlargeekauses or to repairt.
Again in May 1733, the Chief informed the BombayuBail that increasing
losses has led them into an enquiry on the meangrieventing it. The
country merchants used lined walls and cells widimks, which they found to
be of great use. The factory authorities requetiddllow the same method.
The expense, they believed, would be atoned fdoum or five years and it
would keep the pepper in much better order. Thdgrimed the Bombay
Council that if Company’s superiors approve thisrkyahey should give

directions?*

In 1739, Stephen Law, the President of Bombay Cguaqgproved the
request of Tellicherry factory for building a nevasghouse having a capacity
to store 2000 candies of pepper. They directed & constructed between

6 TC, XI, Consultation, 8 August 1739.

7 bid., 13 May 1740.

8 TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 19 April 1748.

¥ TC, X, Consultation, 28 April 1738; TC, XI, Conation, 8 August 1739.
20 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,Rgbruary 1731.
#LLFT, Il, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC M&y 1733.
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the fort and the sea. It would not admit of a raofd therefore ought to be
covered with ‘tarrass’, which would require veryga beam$? He also
provided the plan of warehouse which was of théowahg dimensions. It
was 118 foot long from outside to outside, 22 fbodad from outside to
outside, 12 foot height from the floor and the khiess of the wall was two
foot from the foundation. It was divided into fowoms, the two end ones 24
foot long and 18 foot broad in the clear, and tixe middle ones 30 foot long,
and 18 foot broad in the clear with three partitwalls of two foot each in

breadth. Commodities other than pepper were seepdrately??

On May 1740, the warehouse keeper found that thatgst part of the
loss proceeds from the dampness of the walls iwtteseason, to which the
pepper sticks and rots. It might be prevented byndi or casing the rooms
with plank, which is the method adopted by the ¢oupeople’* The native
merchants also had a large number of warehoudsb® ibazaar, its walls and
cells made with planks and thatch was used faoités” In some occasions,
the Company purchased shops and warehouses fromeqiato keep
merchandises. One of the factory records mentidgimegurchase of a shop to

store paddy and the remittance of 172 fanam tovitser2®

The imported merchandises from the hinterland awdign markets
were stored in these warehouses. The cleaning,imggckmbalming and
weighing of imported and exported goods were doné¢hese warehouses.
Usually, the Company brought cleaned pepper fromnntierchants. But if it
was kept in warehouse weight got reduced and hadnleight based on its
qguality. Therefore, pepper and cardamoms were keptackets and chests.

The factory record speaks of the method of packiolijpwed in the

2 TC, XI, Consultation, 8 August 1739.
23 H
Ibid.
2 |bid., 18 May 1740.
% LFT, I, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC M&y 1733.
% TC, X, Accounts of Rents and Revenue by ManoelrRaez, 24 July 1738

207



warehouses. Pepper was packed in gunny bags. Tpes tyf gunny bags
were used for packing pepper: the single and doblalgs, which were
imported from Bengal. The usual weight of doublemybag pepper was 12
maunds or about 336 f5.The cultivators and inland merchants used mat

buckets for carrying goods to the hinterland maxket

The cleaned cardamoms were covered first with ebthAnd then
embalmed with mats. Then it was packed in chedlstlaen Company always
ensured that the chest was air-tight. For this @sep factory bought large
quantities of clothes, mats, and chests from Caffcin May 1727, the
Bombay Council informed the Tellicherry factory twe ready to load
cardamom chests for England. They insisted to kéap chests as the
exported cardamom was found damaged the previcars™y@herefore, the
factory authorities decided to keep cardamom iruat60 chest2’ Planks of
teak and mango tree were usually used for makirggtshfor cardamomes,

which were mainly brought from Calictft.

On 15 January 1728, the Tellicherry factory infodmbe Bombay
Council that they had procured 20 candies of camharand decided to sent it
to Bombay** The Bombay authority replied them to take gooe ¢arpack it
well chested® Then, the Company directed the Calicut Linguisptocure

some large teak trees to be sawed into planks k& ma@ardamom chests each

2 See for details, John Fryek,New Account of East India and Persia, in Eighitérs,

Being Nine Years Travdlondon, 1698, p. 207.

For example, As per the factory diary dated 2¥dvaber 1732, the factory bought 50

pieces of long cloth to pack cardamom at the r&feso 9% per pieces. See for details,

TC, VI, Diary, 25 November 1732.

2 TC, Il, Diary, 15 May 1727.

% bid., 22 May 1727.

3. In December 1727, the Tellicherry factory bou@H8 covets of mango plank costing
309 Tellicherry fanams to make chests of cardam®ee, TC, Ill, Consultation, 5
January 1728.

%2 TC, IIl, Diary, 15 January 1728; Letters to Tefierry (hereafter LTT), |, BC to Robert
Adams, TF, 26 February 1728.

3 bid.

28
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to contain 10 maunds. Two or three trees were samtedsundry pieces of
different nature for use at Tellicherry for theyres@ot having any in store of
any sort* Then, regarding the cardamom chests, he inforrhad e had
made estimation for good teak planks which woulst @bout 20 fananis.
The Company advised him that the cardamom chestsdeed to be made
forthwith and to take care that the chests werd webught and closely
joined to keep out the alf.On 1 June, the Company directed Calicut Linguist
to procure as much plank as would be sufficientttke 40 chests more to
contain each 10 maund of cardamoms and to haveatine wrought up so as
to be ready to be send after the rain with the.e$he Bombay Council
approved of Tellicherry factory’s method of packihgthem in neat teak

chests well joined and close to preserve them freerair.®®

Shops

The establishment of a permanent European settleemeouraged the
merchants to migrate to Tellicherry and to openualper of shops in the
market. The shops of the native merchants in Tedligy bazaar were under
the jurisdiction of the factory. These shops weezlenof earth, timber, planks
and were covered with the thatthThere were two types of shops, private
merchant’s shops, who paid rent to the factory dmedCompany shops. As
per the factory records of 1738, there were 134sho Tellicherry bazaar
and the Company collected rent from these shdphe factory collected 4

fanam from each of the shofisThe factory also collected rent from 14 shops

% TC, Ill, Diary, 1 May 1728.

% |bid., 7 May 1728.

% |bid., 8 May 1728.

37 |bid., 1 May 1728.

% LTT, I, William Phipps, BC to John Braddyll, TEQ September 1728.

% Gabriel Dellon mentions that houses were madeanth, timber and planks and they
were covered with the coconut leaves. See forldetaabriel DellonOp. cit.,p. 107.

As per the factory records of 1740 there weredtidps. In 1741 there were 117 shops
in Tellicherry bazaar. TC, XI, Consultation, 30yJ@l740; TC, XIlI, 31 July 1741.

1 TC, X, Accounts of Rents and Revenue by ManoelrRaez, 24 July 1738
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at Moylan bazaar and six shops at Dharmapattanaaatid At the same
time, the French collected rent from bazaars of Maimd Peringattur, a

market a few miles up the Mahe River, at the rétevo rupees per shop.

The Malabar commodities and imported commoditiesnfrdifferent
markets of the world were sold in the bazaar. Tingortant sales items in the
private shops in bazaars were rice, sugar, oilsip& wax candle, coir,
kitchen items, food items, ghee, kerosene and etotfihe Company shops
sold iron, led, twine, glasses, parapets, ketbaspets, European pictures,
plush cushions, beds, pillows, pillow sheets, t®bbarpets, European carpets,

buckets, mats, broad clothes, other different tiaseof clothes ettt

In the bazaar, separate shops for grain, cloth, kischen items, wood,
smiths, carpenter, liquor and money exchange ekigtesmith shop existed
in the fort near the magazine. However, in MarchA2l it was removed out of
the fort due to the risk of fif€. In the same occasion, the factory agreed to
rebuild the shop of carpenters and warehouse, whiere in a ruinous
condition and tiled, for which permission was foriyegiven by the
Presidency® The shops of skilled labourers like weavers, catgrs and
smiths were the important parts of Tellicherry lzazalhe carpenters and
masons from other parts of India were engaged enbililding process of
Tellicherry. In July, the Tellicherry factory recgted the Bombay Council to
send a master carpenter and mason for carryinghenbtilding of the

warehouse8’ The Bombay Council, in turn, wrote to the Surattéay for

*2  As per the records of July 1738, the number afpshat Moylan was 12. TC, X,

Accounts of Rents and Revenue by Manoel Rodrigeduly 1738

See for details, Alfred Martineates Origines de Mahe de Malabdraris, 1917, p.

310. Ibrahim Kunju stated that this payment waghie nature of ‘Rakshabhogam’
(protection money). A.P. Ibrahim KunjMappila Muslims of Kerala: their History and
Culture, Trivandrum, 1989, p. 72.

*  See for details, TC, I- XX, 1725-50.

5 TC, XIV, Consultation, 1 March 1743.

° bid.

4 LTT, IV, Stephen Law, BC to William Wake, TF, Aligust 1739.
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supplying carpenter and bricklayer to Tellicheragtbry*® Subsequently, in
December 1739, the Surat factory sent two carperdad a bricklayer to

Tellicherry®®
Hospital

Medicine was the most required item for the Europsettlements in
the East. The factory records noted that hospéteilifies were available in
Tellicherry. The Company spent, as charges of thspital, 742 fanam
(Rs.148) in the month of July 1726 and1346 fanam469) in July 1737°
The hospital charge of October 1748 was Rs.’2Zhe Company appointed
surgeons and assistant Surgeons in this hospitatlidihes were imported
from England, Bombay and Goa. Some Malabar commesdike wood oyle,
wax, rosin and Malabar Physic were bought by Comp#or hospital
purposes? In some occasions, the rajas of Malabar accepiedréatment of
Company surgeons. In March 1738, Stephen Law tlef €ctor and John
Rose, the assistant surgeon visited the bedriddelattdri Prince at his
palace. He welcomed the visitors with the most mkatsle expression of
satisfaction and wished that the surgeon might remah him, which was
granted>® Another instance of treating the local people oliin September
1745, when the Moors plundered and burnt the Muakuliouses at Aggar.
The Company surgeon treated about 30 Muckuvas wéie wlangerously

wounded by the Moor attacks. For that treatmerg, @ompany surgeon

*® " Ibid., 4 September 1739.

* TC, XI, Diary, 26 December 1739.

" TC, Il, Abstract of the General Paymaster AccdontDisbursement for the Month of
July 1726; TC, X, Abstract of the General Paymastarount for Disbursement for the
Month of July 1737.

TC, XVIII, Abstract of the General Paymaster Agnbfor Disbursement for the Month
of October 1748.

%2 TC, XVI, Diary, 17 March 1746.

¥ TC, X, Diary, 21 March 1738bid., 23 May 1738.
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received no gratuity from Muckuvas. However, therpany gave him Rs.

100 for his great humanitarian att.
Punch House and Arrack Farm

‘Punch’ was the English word for a fruit drink. Thellicherry factory
had one punch house situated near the fort. It mastioned by traveller
Alexander Hamilton that, “a punch house that staomdshe sea shore a short
pistol shot from the garrison> The important sales items in the punch house
were toddy and country arrack. The later factoryords noted an ‘arrack
farm’, which was an important part of Tellicherryazaar under the

supervision of factory.

In 1735, the Company understood that the largeescaporting of
liquor by the Company officials created many proidein Tellicherry,
especially, as the generality of the Company peopire exceedingly
addicted to the vice of drunkenness. Therefore, Gingef proposed the
Company officers and their subordinates to be exethfrom making any
gain in the sale of liquors. They decided to inp@posals through public
notice and issued a license to the highest bidderas also decided that no
person should be admitted to sell country arrackryr other liquor items in
Tellicherry without having a previous license frotme Company®
Henceforth the factory gave arrack farm to privatividuals on the basis of
agreement for one year. The factory got much mdmey the arrack farm. At
the end of the annual contract, the Company anremliicby the beating of
drums together with a published notice for invitiagnew proposal from
bidders>” In September 1746, following their request, thevegs’
(tiveys/thiyya), who were the bearers of the Conyparms were permitted to

* TC, XVI, Diary, 29 January 1746.

% Alexander HamiltonOp. cit., p. 2; John PinkertorA General Collection of the East
and Most Interesting Voyages and Travels in Alltarf the WorldVol. VIII, London,
1881, p. 370.

*TC, VIII, Consultation, 8 October 1735.

> TC, XVII-B, Diary, 27 July 1748.
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sell country arrack, not the Calicut arrack or atiyer spirituous liquot> No
other persons had the right to sell liquor in T&lérry.

In September 1737, the factory raised small revdrara the farm of
arrack, but no person offered to take it. Then,fdwtory proposed that from
20 September 1737, an excise of Rs. 5 to be laigvamy hogshead. In
1746, arrack farm was put up to public sale, Jorazér appeared to be the
highest bidder and he took it for one y&m 1747, it was taken over by
William Gill and he took it for Rs. 1208. In 1748, when the Company
invited the proposal for the farm, they got offéx@m three bidders: William
Gill offered Rs. 1500, James Hog offered Rs. 1368 &homas Mostyn
offered Rs. 1556% In 1749, the Company got only one proposal by Robe
Adams. He offered to give Rs. 1500 per annum. Tom@any accepted his
offer and signed a bond with hith.

The entry into the arrack farm was restricted ® @ompany military
officials, garrison and other Indian and Europearvants. The working time
of arrack farm was up to 10 at nightThe Tellicherry factory records noted
that different varieties of liquor were imported T@llicherry from other
markets, meant to be used at the arrack farm. Alatigthe European liquor
like European wine, port wine, Madeira wine, regpesawhite cape, brandy,
strong beer, and small beer, the arrack of Bat&vs, Beypore, Calicut and
Tellicherry were important items of sale in theaaik farm. In addition to
these items, toddy known as punch in European deceas also sold in the
arrack farnf® These items, except punch which was sold in baste sold

®  TC, XVII-A, Diary, 8 September 1746.

*  TC, X, Diary, 20 September 1737.

8 TC, XVII-A, Diary, 8 September 1746.

. TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 6 October 1747.

2 TC, XVIII, Letter, William Gill, Tellicherry to Rbert Rawdon, TF, 8 August 1748:
Letter, James Hog, Tellicherry to Robert Rawdon, TRugust 1748; Thomas Mostyn,
Tellicherry to Robert Rawdon, TF, 8 August 1748.

8 TC, XVIII, Diary, 26 July 1749.

®  TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 30 July 1748.

% TC, XVII-A, Diary, 8 September 1746.
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in bottles. The port wine was the most expensiwk @untry arrack was the
cheapest priced itens.

Monetary System

Foreign notices state the existence of an advammetktary system in
Malabar. Charles Lockter, who visited Tellicherrym iJanuary 1706,
mentioned different coins circulated in Tellicherrsuch as Ibraims,
Muggerbee, German Ducat, Venetian Sequin (Ven@&iacat), Gold Rupee,
Silver Rupee and Malabar Fanfin the European mercantile period, there
was no common monetary system in Malabar or soudta) but a number of
native and foreign coins were circulated in Malab&re records of factory
inform that the Bombay Council sent required casogssisting of Company
minted coins and others to Tellicherry fact8tyuring this period, more than
30 currencies consisted gold, silver and coppeeweculated in Tellicherry
and other markets of Malab®r.

The standard coin of English East India Companindia was Silver
Rupee, which was minted earlier at Surat and théoebay’® In 1672, the
Company established a mint at Bombay and mintedfaan style coins
However, theseoins were not popular outside Bombay and the Compa
settlements. In 1716-1717, the Company obtaineditsigrom Mughal
emperor Farrukhsiyar to mint Indian style of coiimsthe name of Mughal

% TC, XVII-B, Consultation, 30 July 1748.

7 Charles LockterAn Account of the Trade in Indikondon, 1711, p. 274.

%  See, LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowass, 26 November 1729; TC, XIV,
Letter, John Geekie, TF to Foulis, the Captain Sdipercargo’s Harrington, 30 April
1743;1bid., Consultation, 30 April 1743.

89 See for details, Appendix No. 1, p. 253. As rdgasf Mint Master of Fort St. George in

1807, there were 29 gold, 10 silver and 2 coppérscosed in Malabar district. Letter

from the Mint Master, Fort St. George to Princi@alllector of Malabar, 29 June 1807,

M. Vol. No. 2179, p. 87.

Thomas WilliamsonEast India Vade -Mecum; or, Complete Guide Gentlemtended

for the Civil, Military, or Naval Service of the Ho East India CompanyVol. I,

London, 1810, p. 155.
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emperor, from Bomba§{ In Bombay, the Company minted the Gold Mohur
and silver rupee on the same model and standavtughal coins. From 1717
to 1778, the Bombay rupee was the principal cugrenic Western Indian
trade’? At the same time, the Mughal rupee known as Sugée were also
circulated in Tellicherry and other European setdats.

The Bombay Mohur was about 13 to 16 silver rupegsper the
records. One Mohur was equal to 8 pound steffirccording to the factory
records of 1727, the silver rupee of Bombay wasutlid. fanani’ One
silver rupee was equal to two shillif.The accounts of Bombay and
Tellicherry factory were kept in silver rupee, gearsilver rupee and ‘raes’
(rees)’® Raes was made of lead, with a stamp. Four humdessiwas equal to
one rupee. The Company had another small coin oatthenague called
‘Pice’, 80 pieces of which together make rupee. Teas was equal to one

pice.””

The principal indigenous coins circulated in Malalvgere Fanam,
Taram, Narrody and Ibrahim. The fanam and tar wostly circulated coins
in Malabar, which were necessary for European lassinn the markets of
Malabar. Thomas Thornton stated that there werekiwds of fanams: one

was a small gold coin with a considerable alloysibfer and copper and the

I See for details, K.N. Choudhafhe Trading World of Asia and the English East andi
Company- 1600-176@ambridge, 1978, p. 189; Parmeshwari Lal Guptans Patna,
1969, p. 155.

2 George Cuhaj, (ed.$tandard Catalogue of World Gold Coit$SA, 2009, p. 815.

3 A. Galletti,Op. cit, p. 41; LFT, |, John Braddyll, TF to the CourtDirectors for the
United Companies of Merchants of England Tradingthe East Indies, London,
(hereafter ‘the Court of Directors’), 23 Septemb@p9.

™ TC, lll, Consultation, 18 February 1727.

> The pound sterling was reckoned at 20 to théirsfilLTT, IV, Stephen Law, BC to

William Wake, TF, 20 September 1740.

P. Kelly, The Universal Cambist and Commercial Instructor:ifge A Full and

Accurate Treatise on the Exchanges, Coins, Weigid, Measures of the Trading

Nations and their Colonie€™ Edition, Vol. I, London, 1835, p. 120.

See for details, Thomas Broolds) Authentic Account of all Different Cojrnsondon,

1766, pp. 30-31; See also, John Fr¢g, cit, p. 207.
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second one was a silver cdftiThe oldest coin in Malabar was known as ‘rasi
fanam’, the oldest form of which is ‘kali’, propgrtalled the ‘kaliyugan rajen
fanam’ or money of the ‘kaliyuga’. Walter Elliotates that one of ‘rasi
fanam’ was issued by the Kolathiri Raja, which vedterwards imitated by
the Zamorin, and called ‘vira rayen putiya fanamZamorin’s new coin, to
distinguish it from that of Kolathunad, which thkeecame the pazhaya or old
fanam’® In 1730, the English Company also minted ‘vellndan’ (silver
fanam) from Bombay mint and imported it to Tellialyge which had the same
value and weight of vira rayen fanam. It was fissued with the value of one
fifth of a rupee as an experiment. Finding it r@adccepted by the people of
Tellicherry and other towns, a new supply was adetater, it was known
as ‘old velli fanam’, which had generally the nualeb in English or
Malayalam, on one sid8.As per the Tellicherry factory records of 1730, 4%

to 5% fanam was equal to silver rupee.

Tar or taram was a small copper coin issued frotic@ecirculated all
over the western coast. In addition to fanam, tbm@any also minted copper
tar from Bombay on the same weight of Calicut tainjch was brought to
Tellicherry®? Like fanam, the tar also had been circulating ialdar from
the early medieval time onwards. Abdur Razzaq, wwisited the

Vijayanagara court in A.D. 1443, mentions a silvein called ‘tar’ worth one

®  Thomas ThorntonThe East Indian Calculatoiondon, 1823, p. 493. Holden Furber
wrote that the fanam of 7and 18 centuries were originally gold coin of about 6
grains it was 1/7 of pagodas. See for more dethitdden FurberRival Empires of
Trade in the Orient 1600- 180Delhi, 1990, p. 389.

;z Walter Elliot,Coins of Southern Indjdelhi, 1975, p. 137.

Ibid.

8 TC, IV, Consultation, 4 September 1730.

8 The Tellicherry factory records denote tar apfuer pice’, which was kept in bags. One
bag of tar valued about Rs. 50. See for details,IVCConsultation, 4 September 1730.
Francis Buchanan states tar to be equal to hafap&ee for more details, Francis
Buchanan,A Journey from Madras through the Countries of MgsdCanara, and
Malabar, Vol. I, London, 1807, p. 540.

216



sixth of fanant® John Frayer states, “Tars are the peculiar coifmich are
common to India. At Dharmapattanam, where the Bhgtettled, 16 tarrs
make one fanam$* Alexander Hamilton noted that 10 tar was equahto
fanam and 4% fanam was equal to a silver rdp&ehile in the 18 century,

36 tars were equal to a fan&fProbably, the difference in the value occurred
due to the change in the metal used and the charthe weight of the coin.
Tar played an important role in the Tellicherryttag in its exchange process

and in disbursing salary of Company garri&bn.

The factory records give details of two peculiainsocirculated in
Calicut and adjacent areas. The first one was ddfrwhich was equal to
Rs. 2.83 and 13 fanaffi:Ibrahim’ was another coin circulated in Calicuica
Ponnani, which had the value of Rs. 2.8. A letteiSttephen Law, the Chief
of Tellicherry factory, to the Court of Directorsentioned that the brokers of
Calicut offered pepper at 30 ibrahims or Rs. 84 qaerdy of peppet’ The
factory records mention that the Company contraetgd Calicut, Ponnani

and Tannore merchants in narody.

In addition to this, South Indian coins known asagBda’ were
circulated in Tellicherry and other markets of Maa Pagodas were gold
coins of south India, called so by Europeans bexafishe effigies of Hindu
deities on one side and pagodas (temples) on tee side’® They were well

known by the name of the states like Travancorkerik Nagapattanam and

8 See for details, Walter EllioDp. cit, p. 193.

8 John FryerQp. cit, p. 207.

8  See, Alexander Hamiltod, New Account of the East Indi&l. II, Edinburgh, 1727,
p. 7.

8 A.W. Mason and G. H. BrowiThe East India Register and Directpiyondon, 1821, p.
375.

8 TC, V, Consultation, 4 September 1731; TC, XV|l@onsultation, 17 December 1746.

8 LFT, II, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Direcs, 23 September 1729.

8 LFT, Il, Stephen Law, TF to the Court of Directp?8 February 1733.

% TC, IV, Diary, 11 September 1730; TC, V, Conditta, 28 January 1732; TC, VII,
Consultation, 7 December 1734; TC, VIII, Diary, B€bruaryl 736.

% Holden FurberQp. cit, p. 389.
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Sonoree. Ikkeri pagoda was issued by the Bednuke(ilk rulers and was
mainly circulated in Mangalore, Honovar and Coorfjee Tellicherry factory
always needed lkkeri pagoda for purchasing rice eqper from Canarese
ports. As per the Tellicherry factory diary datetlebruary 1744, 27 Ikkeri
pagodas were equal to Rs. %86lhe exchange rate of one Ikkeri pagoda was
Rs. 3.73. Sonoree pagoda was the currency of Scmgiatry, which lay in
further north of Bednu¥ As per the records of 1743, the value of one

Sonoree pagoda was about Rs.*2%5.

With the presence of the French Company trade, scdike
Pondicherry Rupee, Mahe Fanam, Biche (paisas) wiarelated in Malabar.
These coins were minted at Pondicherry and brotmiahe. P.L. Gupta
emphasised that some copper ‘biche’ and half- biwkee perhaps issued
from Mahe® Five Mahe fanams make one rupee and 15 bichesgpet
formed the value of each fanafHalf and quarter rupees as in Pondicherry
were also minted for Mah&.In addition to these coins, some indigenous
coins like Ikkeri fanam, Cochin fanam, Anjengo fanand Gallion (kaliyan)

of Travancore were also circulated in Malabar C&ast

The European factory records and travel accouate $hat different
foreign currencies were also circulated in Malab&ey were St. Thomas (St.
Thome), Chequeen, Venetian sequin, Gubbers, Pouadin§, Spanish
Dollar, Rix Dollar, Dutch Guilder, Mexico Dollar, €man Ducat and

Moorish Ducat. The St. Thomas, the Portuguese icoindia, was circulated

%2 TC, XV, Diary, 24 February 1744. It was about &S, which was increased to Rs. 3.73
in 1748. See for details, TC, XVII-B, Consultati@# June 1748.
% A, Galletti,Op. cit, p. 69.
® It was in 1743, one candy of pepper of CarwaSdforee pagodas. At Honovar, at the
same time the price of per candy pepper was RS. T@) XV, Consultation, 6
December 1743.
Parmeshwari Lal Gupt&@p. cit, p. 153.
Zj T. DesikachariSouth Indian CoinsNew Delhi, 1984, p. 110.
Ibid.
% See for further details, Thomas Broo®p. cit; A. Galletti,Op. cit, p. 41.
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throughout the markets of Malabar Co¥sAbbe Carre noted that the English
Company bought pepper at Dharmapattanam at 12h8mases per cand{’
Chequeen was the money usually paid for presenthetaulers and other
reputed persons. Rix dollar, Spanish dollar, Mexico dollar and Mada
dollar were, generally, the major dollars circuthia Malabar. The dollars
were, in general, large silver coins, mainly usedDutch settlements of
Cochin and Cannanore. At Tellicherry, the Engligimpany merchants took
dollars as part of their contract with Company @i75 fanams’? At Mahe,
Mexico dollars and Spanish dollars were used faaading money to their
principal merchants and the merchants gave thekk&rslto local merchants

and cultivatorg®?

The ducat, the major European currency, had sevaradties namely
Venetian sequins, Gubber (Dutch ducat), Germantdared Moorish ducat.
The Venetian sequins and gubber formed a largeoptiop of the gold
currency on the western coast in"1&ntury. R.P. Jackson points out, “the
free circulation of Venetian and ducats were asdi$ty their being of about
the same weight as the Madras star pagoda, and thremlong continued
currency they came to be considered by the pespté mative origin.*** The
Venetian sequins were brought to Tellicherry frogyj or Arabia through
the Red Se&” The Moorish ducat was a Turkish gold coin whichsveso

% *St. Thomas’ was a gold coin worth about Rs. 3442 fanam). LFT, I, John Braddyll,
TF to the Court of Directors, 23 September 172@ &so, John FryeQp. cit.,p. 207.

100 Apbe CarreQp. cit, p. 706

101 see for details, Leena MorEnglish East India Company and the Local Rulers in
Kerala: A Case Study of Attingal and Travancadrellicherry, 2003, p. 97.

192 TC, Il, Consultation, 3 November 1727; TC, V, Goltation, 29 July 1732.

103 TC, XI, Diary, 23 October 1739; TC, XI, Constuitat, 23 February 1740.

194 R.P. JacksoriThe Dominions, Emblems, and Coins of the SouttatnBiynastiesp.

320.

See for details, Fra Paolino Da san Bartolom&oVoyage to the East Indies:

Containing an Account of the Manners and Customsthaf Natives, With a

Geographical Description of the Countiyondon, 1800, p. 86.
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circulated in Malabat® Venetian sequin and other ducats were slightly ove
4 rupees, which was equal to 18.12 fanam and therisfoducat was slightly
less than Rs. #’ The value of gubber was close to a Venetian oshich

was equal to 18.10 fanam, which was equal to H6./4®

On some occasions, the Company contracted with hmaets for
commodities in Venetians, gubber and other curemiciThe Company
payment was made in different currencies on théshasthe agreement on
the rate of each currency in fanam. In February71Be factory made a
contract with Chatoo Chetty for pepper at 17 vemeti per candy. The
merchant agreed to take rupees at 5.25, venetiab,2gubbers 20 and
dollars at 11 fanams eat¥.In January 1735, as part of the contract with
Chattoo Chetty, the Company advanced him 1000 gsblkich was to be
reckoned at 19% fanams edc¢hin some occasions, the merchants demanded
ducats for the delivery of merchandises. In Octdb&35, the factory made a
proposal with Cunhiseu, the principal cardamom im&nc for weighing
cardamom, when he demanded 501 gubbérkr April 1737, as per the
Company’s contract of 380.2 candies with Badam&atturah, he paid an
advance of Rs. 5736.65, 403 venetians, and 300DegsibAt the same time,
the Company also advanced Rs. 6688.3 and 822 gutib&havarah Putturah
as part of his contract of peppgéf.On 9 November 1737, Ticandy Cunially
and Areca Shaek, two persons who deal in cardamantsof good repute,

were soliciting for an advance of 300 gubbers orcoant of that

19 Ashin Das Guptaylalabar in Asian Trade 1740-180Gambridge, 1967, p. 26.
107 A, Galletti,Op. cit, p. 41.

1% Thomas ThorntorQp. cit, p. 417.

199 TC, Il, Consultation, 18 February 1727.

10 TC, VII, Consultation, 13 January1735.

L TC, VIII, Diary, 4 Octobe 735.

12 TC, IX, Consultation, 1April 1737.

220



commodity™*® These are some examples of acceptance of diffeterencies

in the trading activities in Malabar.
Money Changers

The circulation of large number of coins of differecountries
necessitated the service of shroffs. They had twep to assay each coin,
which enabled them to fix the rate of exchangehinmarkets™* The money
changers or shroffs were settled in every medievatkets of India. The
medieval travellers noted the presence of monekiangers in the markets of
Malabar. The 18 century Portuguese traveller Varthema had refetoetie
money changers, brokers and bankers in Calicut ehdrkAnother traveller
John Fryer spoke about the double row cottagespoeduby Shroffs, or
money changers in Tannore towf.Alexander Hamilton mentioned that
“most sorts of foreign money passed through Malahapayments as the
bankers valued thent® The European companies used currencies of other
companies and local currencies for exchanging nagises. The use of
indigenous currency was inevitable as they purahaserchandise from the

local people.

The Tellicherry factory records indicated that thezaar had several
shroffs engaged in the exchange of money. The fshreteived a fee for
exchanging currencies, which was known as ‘vatt§uln the markets of

Tellicherry and Calicut, it was 2 to 2% percentaglich was slightly more in

13 TC, X, Diary, 9 November 1737.

114 see for further details, Celsa Pinfoade and Finance in Portuguese India, A Study on
Portuguese Country Trade 1770-18Mew Delhi, 1994, p. 65.

John Winter JohnsThe Hinerary of Ludovicodi Varthema of Bolgana fra®02 to
1508 New Delhi, 1993, p. 56; See also, Robert Kerd.)(éA General History and
Collection of Voyages and Travelgol. VI, Edinburgh, 1812, p. 100.

John FryerQp. cit, p. 52.

Alexander HamiltonVvol. I, Op. cit.,p. 299

18 TC, Il, Diary, 2 January1727; See also, TC, \amj 2 January 1732.
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Canara marketS? When the money changers made any bargain, it was
ratified by an oath before the door of some termgtel in view of the idol and

in such cases they seldom deducted anything frenp#tyment® There are
two types of exchange rate, one the factory raté¢hie payment of wages to
the troops, other employees, disbursement of doirsher places and for the
bills of exchanges. The other was the merchandise or bazaar rate of
exchange fixed by the shroffs and traders, who weldctant to accept the

government rate of exchange.

The value of each currency was also different ftbat of each town.
The Tellicherry factory records speak that the exge rate of Calicut market
was less than the exchange rate of Tellicherry atarkt Tellicherry, the
exchange value of the silver rupee of the Compaay & fanam and at the
same time the rate of merchandise was 5% fanamTeNicherry, the
merchandise rate of gold rupee was 60 fanam. Tbleagxje rate of Venetian
and Gubber was 19 to 20 fanam and its merchandise was 20 to 21 At
Calicut, the exchange rate of silver rupee was fahdam, the exchange rate
of gold rupee was 57 In some occasions, the exchange value of currencie
was higher than Tellicherry, when they sent ithose markets. For example,
in May 1746 Francois Dias, the Company LinguisCaticut, informed the
factory that venetians had a good exchange priGaktut market. The Chief
and his Council decided to send him to Calicut witle remaining 519
venetians in their treasury. At Calicut factory,afcois Dias sold these

venetians at Rs. 440 per 100 veneti&is.

At some occasions, the Tellicherry factory exchangeins with the
help of merchants and other wealthy people of Malalm November 1734,

9 LFT, I, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,I26vember 1729.
120" Fra Paolino Da san Bartolomedyp. cit.,p. 88.
2L | FT, I, John Braddyll, TF to the Court of Dirersp23 September 1729.
122 H
Ibid.
123 TC, XVI, Consultation, 31 May 1746.
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the factory required Venetian coins to procure aardm. Then they sent Rs.
16000 to Ezekiel Raby at Cochin and exchangedrit/Enetian coind®* At
another occasion, the factory needed Ikkeri pagémlagurchasing rice from
Mangalore for the garrison. Then Domingo Rodrigoéiered to exchange
874 pagodas at the rate of Rs. 348 per 100 pagd#as, which was a
reasonable rate&>

Money Lenders

The increase in the volume of European trade lethéogrowth of a
flourishing money lending system throughout thet&asworld. The rates of
interest borrowed by the money lenders varied ffedint cities in India. In
Goa and other Portuguese settlements, the rateterest varied between 9
and 10 percert® The interest rate in Madras was between 8 and@pg?’
At Surat, the interest rate ranged between 12 @nge2cent per yeaf® In
Bengal, it ranged from 1.38 to 1.5 percent per imoAt Patna it was 12 to 15
percent per yedr In Malabar, the English Company followed the @rigt
practice of charging 10 to 12 percent per anntimyhereas the Tellicherry
factory also followed the monthly interest systevhjch was one percent per

month®3!

The Company records speaks about large numberookynlending
transactions made by the Tellicherry factory, théve rulers, the Company
merchants, the Company Linguists etc. In the inggars of the Company
activity, it lent large sums of money to the vasaulers of Malabar. Later it

24 TC, VII, Consultation, 18 November 1734.

125 TC, XII, Consultation, 19 December 1740.

126 gee for details, Celsa Pin@p. cit.,p. 65.

127 Kanakalatha Mukundihe Trading World of the Tamil Merchant: EvolutiohMerchant
Capitalism in the CoromandeChennai, 1999, p. 174.

128 bid; Irfan Habib pointed out that it was at 1.5 to @e& month. See Irfan Habib, “The
Eighteenth Century in Indian Economic History” indPMarshal, (ed.)The Eighteenth
Century in Indian HistoryNew Delhi, 2003, pp. 104.

129 bid., pp. 104-105.

130 TC, VII, Consultation, 8 May 1735.

3L TC, II, Consultation, 16 June 1727; TC, lll, Cohation, 16 October 1727.
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accumulated into a big debt in the Company accdihiEhe rulers Ali Raja,
Zamorin of Calicut, Vazhunnavar of Kadathanad, &ydim Raja, Randathara
Achamars and other rulers borrowed money from tbe@any. In 1676, Al
Raja bought some money from the English factoi@alicut. In 1725, it grew
into a huge debt (as per records it was 649664iahalrhe Company insisted
the repayment®® In June 1747, Ali Raja agreed to return the saidunt to
the Company treasury® As part of repayment of his debt in 1728, the
Kadathanad Raja delivered pepper to the factBryin March 1740,
Randathara Achanmar had taken 60000 fanams from Tislécherry
factory*

In the early years of the Tellicherry factory thenshants borrowed
money from the English Compahy. The merchants returned that amount
with interest to the Company’s treasury. For thecpase of commodities, the
Company followed advanced booking system. Similaitig merchants also
lent money to the Company on a number of occasionssuch occasions the
Company signed bonds with them and returned thebts dn due dates. For
example, they took loans from Suamy PutturdmBadamalah Putturaf?
Ayopa Putturalt?® Eyta Achem Chetty* and Eyta Chetty** and repaid it on
due date?®

182 TC, I, Consultation, 20 November 1725.

133 TC, |, Diary, 20 November 1725.

13 TC, XVII-A, Consultation, 4 June 1747.

135 TC, lll, Diary, 7 February 1728.

1% Every March, the Achanmars remitted 6000 fanamshe Company treasury as its
interest. See, TC, XV, Consultation, 12 March 1744.

137 TC, I, Consultation, 20 November 1725.

138 TC, Ill, Consultation, 21 October, 1727.

139 TC, VII, Consultation, 25 April 735.

149 1bid., 6 May1735.

141 bid., 7 May1735.

142 TC, IX, Consultation, Geptember 1736; TC, IX, Diary,S&ptember 1736.

143 TC, VIII, Consultation, 22 SeptemkEr35; TC, IX, Diary, 1November 1736tbid., 15
November 1736.
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They also practised the system of buying commaihdoan from the
merchants and making the payment later with intéfésin 1727, the
Tellicherry factory faced extreme insufficiency ofoney and decided to
depend on the principal merchants of Tellicherrg &ualicut. On 15 June
1727, on the request of the Company, Chattoo Cloétéyed 400 candies of
pepper at 17 venetians per candy in loan to the g@omm The Company
agreed the contract and obliged to pay the wholeuarnof it by the last of
October or otherwise from that time to allow intdr@f one percent per
month!** In 1736, Badamalah Putturah had weighed a corsitequantity
of pepper that season. Instead of cash paymentCdmepany gave him a
bond for Rs. 30000 along with an interest at thie @ 10 percent per
annum™*® There also existed a system of depositing a pageld in
Company treasury when the Company advance monegndrchants to
procure commodities. The Company returned it, & time when the
merchants delivered the commodities to Companywatcd’

The Company also borrowed money from the Factord aimer
Company officers like Surgeons, Linguist etc. In yMha736, the factory
decided to take loan from Company two Factors, 6000 from William
Forbes and Rs. 8000 from Hugh Howard at the raté pe@r annuni?® In
August 1736, the Company borrowed money from tBeirgeon Alexander
Christie and another person by name Susannah @hffstn July 1740,
Francois Dias, the Company agent at Calicut, boagbut 46 candies of old
pepper, and since he had no money he wrote todtterf to advance the
money quickly. In this circumstance, Domingo Rodeg, the Company

Linguist at Tellicherry, arranged a sum of Rs. 1640 the rate of 10 percent

144 TC, II, Consultation, 16 June 1727; TC, lll, Cohation, 16 October 1727.

145 TC, II, Consultation, 16 June 1727; TC, lll, Cohation, 16 October 1727.

145 TC, VIII, Consultation, 16 April 1736.

147 TC, XVI, Consultation, 17 January 1746.

148 TC, VIII, Consultation, 24 May 1736; TC, VIII, Biy, 1 June 1736.

149 TC, IX, Consultation, 31 August 1736; LFT, V, @en Law, TF to John Horne, BC,
16 October 1736.
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per annum and 15000 at 12 percent payable at €&alfcégain in February
1744, the Company borrowed money from Domingo Rpgz, this time Rs.
30000 at the rate of 10 percent per anritiin addition to this, the Company
borrowed money from wealthy people of Malabar lkena Putturah, Mani
Sabiam'>* Raman Subeyan and Cutty Narana Puttitah.

Weightsand Measures

At the time of arrival of European companies, tle®gle of Malabar
had their own system of weights and measures. \tfith emergence of
Company trade in Malabar, a mixed mensural systembming both the
indigenous and the foreign came into existence eNbeless, different kinds
of weighing systems existed in each of the Ind@mnis. The candy, maund
and pound were the most acceptable weighing uniteificherry and other
European settlements in India. At Tellicherry, aaady was 20 maunds or
600 Ib. and one maund was 30'tb At Calicut and Bombay one candy was
560 1b*°> At Cochin, one candy was 540%.The weight of Canara markets
were different from Malabar; it was 510 to 520'1bThe candy was the same
weight as that of ‘bharam’ or ‘barom’. Maund wasngaas ‘tulam’ which
weighed from 30 to 32.5 IB° The ‘aratel’ or ‘ratal’ was another weighing
unit, which signifies a pound, merchant’s weightsixteen ounces. Twenty

four aratel or pounds make a maund or ‘manna’, whialso called ‘macd™®

130 TC, XII, Consultation, 1 August 1740.

151 TC, XV, Consultation, 27 February 1744.

132 TC, VII, Consultation, 8 Mag735.

138 TC, XI, Consultation, 30 April 1740.

134 see for further details, J.N. Maillarin Account of the Monies, Weights, and Measures
in the General Use in Persia, Arabia, East Indialahing London, 1789, p. 28.

135 Celsa PintoQp. cit, p. 28; J.N. MaillardDp. cit, p. 2, 20.

%6 TC, XIV, Consultation, 8 January 1743.

157 TC, XI, Consultation, 8 March 1740; TC, Xlll, Dig 29 August 1741.

138 See for details, William Logar, Collection of Treaties, Engagements and otherePap
of Importance Calicut, 1879, Part Il, No. CCXXV, 7 February P3@. 349.

159 See for details, Fra Paolino Da san Bartolorgm,cit.,p. 78.
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The seer, pollam, pool and pice were also usedveghing units in
Malabar. Forty seers were one maund and 800 seses avcandy. One seer
had two pollams and two seers made a pdfth@ihe eight pollam made one
seer, one maund had 320 pollam and 6400 pollam® road candy®* The
100 pool made a maund and 2000 pools made a ¢&nhdipe pice was a
subdivision of seer; one seer had 30 pice. One chawas 1200 pice and one
candy was 24000 pic&® The measure units in the hinterland markets were
pothi, para, edagali, nali, uri, olaku, alaku amdayam. These measure units
were mainly used for measuring grains. One poths 8@ edagali or three
paras. One para consisted of 10 edangalis or 24. ixhe para varied from
6% to 10 seer®’ One edangali was two nalis and four uri. One hafl two
uri, four olaku, and eight alaku. Therefore, onexas equal to two olaku and
four alakua. One olaku was two alatiNarayam was another measure unit
used mainly to measure rit®. The gallon, hogshead, leaguer, cask, and jar
were used for measuring units of liquid items limeack, oils, and gheé’
The one hogshead was 50 gallon. The 27 Beypores ceshtained 2000
gallon arrack®® The ‘covid’ and foot were used for measuring unftsimber
and planks. In addition to the candy, the ‘coil’smased to measure cofr.
The dangoys and para were used to measur¥ %alt.

160 Kelly, Op. cit.,p. 374.

181 J.N. Mainland, F. Walsh etc. (edshh Account of the Monies, Weights, and Measures

- in General use in Persia, Arabia, East India andr@hLondon, 1819, p. 19.
Ibid.

183 bid., p. 8.

%4 Fra Paolino Da San Bartolomme®p. cit, p. 167; See for further details, William

Logan,Op. cit.,Part 1l, No. XX, 29 October 792, p. 170.

See for details, M.G.S. Narayanan, (edVanjheri Grandavari, (mal.), Calicut

University Historical Series, Calicut University987.

1% N.M.  Namboothiri, Malabar Padanagal: Samoothiri  Nadu (mal.),
Thiruvananthapuram, 2013, p. 240.

187 TC, XV, Diary, 23 December 174Riid., 2 February 1744.

188 Arrack and Oils were kept in jars and casks. Beedetails, TC, XV, Diary, 15
November 1743.

189 bid., 3 April 1744.

9 TC, XV, Consultation, 12 March 1744.
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In addition to these, in Tellicherry bazaar diff@rescales were used
including indigenous scales and European scales vieighing the
commodities. Among these the pepper scales werensixely used in
Tellicherry. For the use of the Company, peppetescavere collected from
Calicut. The Company records dated 5 September, ktdtes that the Chief
of Tellicherry ordered the Linguist at Calicut tensl two pairs of scales to
weigh peppet’* On 10 September, the Linguist answered that hetuesed
for two pairs of pepper scales to be made and wsefdl them by the first
opportunity:* Therefore, on 3 October, Tellicherry factory reeei by a
manchua from Calicut two pairs of country scaleswwigh pepper. The
Company paid 25.8 Calicut fanams for these two spaif scales’® In

Malabar, English Company also used European stéles.
Emergence of a New Middle Class

The continued relations with the European Compaasedndians an
opportunity to consolidate themselves and to becqowerful wealthy
individuals transacting with the Company. The Tlérry factory records
showed the financial strength and mobilizationakptal of such indigenous
groups. K.M. Panikkar stated that “with the estinent of European
trading centers in the main coastal areas of Inthare had developed a
powerful Indian capitalist class closely associatgtth the foreign merchants,
and deriving great profits from the trade with th&ft However, K.K.N.
Kurup argued that “such a form of capitalist clasger existed in Tellicherry.
Only a few individual traders emerged under theopgnof the English
protection.*’® The Tellicherry factory records provided ample device
relating to the emergence of indigenous middle sciasluding merchants,
money lenders, money exchangers, owners of baagsiists and writers. The

1 TC, XV, Diary, 5 September 1743.

172 pid.

173 Ibid., 3 October 1743.

74 |bid., 10 October 1743bid., 17 October 1743.

175 K.M. Panikkar Asia and Western World Dominand@ndon, 1972, p. 77.
178 K.K.N. Kurup,History of Tellicherry FactoryCalicut, 1985, p. 281.
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travellers noted that the end of”‘leentury and the beginning oftiﬁentury
showed a new civilized capitalist class in Telliaiye "’

The native merchants competed with the English Easa Company
trade. The Company’s principal merchants Chattoettgh Suamy Puttarah,
Hur Comoty and bazaar merchants were the wealthghagts in Malabar.
They contracted with the Company for large quantitypepper and other
merchandises. In some years, the Company bougtd than 3000 candies
of pepper from Chattoo Chett{? In the later period, the same quantity was
delivered by bazaar merchanf8.0n a number of occasions, the Company
borrowed money from the Chattoo Chetty, Suamy [Paittuand other
merchants. The Company also gave valuable predentheir principal
merchants mainly at the time of contracts. For gpdapon 7 December 1734,
Cunhiseu, the cardamom merchant, came to the faii@nter into a contract
for the new season. After signing the agreemertQbmpany presented him
with a piece of China silf&°

The rulers and newly emerged middle classes puechiasge number
of precious commodities from the Company like diang gold, cloths items
etc. In November 1732, the King of Kottayam invitédhn Braddyll, the
Chief to participate in the ceremony of adoption fo§ adopted heir.
Therefore, the Chief sent a Commissioned officed 88 men attended by
some of Company’s Nairs and Moors, and a preseRisofl20 and a piece of
China Damsak with therff* In May 1733, the Tellicherry factory sent their

7 1n 1800 M. Malte Brun noticed that, “The richesdtives still reside here, and the
inhabitants are far more civilized than in the rektthe province.” M. Malte Brun,
Universal Geography, or A Description of All the Ndpon a New Plan, According to
the Great Natural Divisions of the Globe; AccommahMith Analytical, Synoptical,
and Elementary Table¥ol. I, Philadelphia, 1829, p. 205.

In 1733, Chattoo Chetty contracted with the Comypéor 3000 candies of pepper
bought at the rate of Rs. 69 to 71 per candy. TIC Cénsultation, 14 February 1733;
LFT, 1l, John Braddyll, TF to Robert Cowan, BC, ¥ay 1733.

In January 1744, six bazaar merchants contragtd Company for 1500 candies of
pepper. TC, XV, Diary, 24 January 1744.

180 TC, VII, Consultation, 7 December 1734.

81 TC, VI, Consultation, 15 November 1732,
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representatives under the leadership of Hugh Howthel head Linguist at
Tellicherry factory, to Bednur to meet Canarese g&a&nRagonath. They
presented a carpet, six yards of scarlet cloth, meee of flowered damask,
and a silver rose water bottle, costing Rs. 15®RagonathH® On 13 June

1740, the § King of Kottayam and his ministers visited the Gmny Chief

for signing a mutual agreement with the Companytaeding presented the
Chief with a ‘gold manila’ worth 6 venetiah¥ This gold manila was also
noted by traveller Charles Lockter as: “a gold nhalled as Manilla. It was a
solid piece of gold, of two or three ounces weighdyn as a ring round the
wrist. They were presented by rajas, or princeshef coast, as a mark of
favour to men of merit, like gold chain in Englanthese were of pure

1184

gold.

Other important wealthy classes in Tellicherry eavenoney lenders
and money changers. With the accumulation of pfofitn the exchange of
currencies, the money exchangers or shroffs bed@mmewnealthy class in
society. The Company records states that the shiwdfl bought precious
metals, clothes and China gold from the CompanyeXamine the purity of
the gold the shroffs used touchstorf&sThe usual China gold had 9% matt
and some of it contained less. As per the recordetiruary 1740, the shroff
of Tellicherry bazaar bought 73 bars of China gatidhe rate of Rs. 378 per
bar which was imported by ship named Harringtomfi®hina’®® In addition,
the Company officers like Linguists, Surgeons, Camp agents, salaried

82 LFT, II, Stephen Law, TF to Robert Cowan, BC,M8y 1733. In February 1737, after
signing the peace treaty with Bednur, the Compamy Brancois D’ Sousa with suitable
presents to Bednur King. The presented items wesgadet cloth, gold, dovias, China
velvet, flowered silk, glass ware, glass calioummdsk, convex glass, screens,
lampasas, looking glass and diamond rings. Seedtails, TC, I1X, Consultation, 22
February 1737.

18 TC, XI, Consultation, 13 June 1740.

184 Charles LockterQp. cit.,276.

185 TC, XI, Consultation, 20 February 1740; The tréareVarthema gave a description of
purity test method of gold at Calicut market. Seeffirther details, John Winter Johns,
Op. cit.,p. 56; Robert KerQp. cit.,p. 100.

18TC, XI, Consultation, 20 February 1740

230



European merchants and other officers of the Compere very wealthy
people of the Tellicherry bazaar.

Summary

This chapter tried to understand the changes that city of
Tellicherry underwent with the establishment of thetory. It dealt in detail
with the issues related to the development of baghdellicherry including
the fort, factory, shops, warehouses, hospitallifes, arrack farm and all
other matters. It also discussed the monetary msystieat existed in
Tellicherry, including the indigenous and Europeamrencies that enjoyed
legal tender in Tellicherry. Exchanging of curresscbecame an urgent matter
due to the circulation of various currencies in tbiey. Thus, the city
witnessed the emergence of shroff and their gramtth an influential social
class along with other newly emerged wealthy grodpse Money lending
business also registered substantial progressn&ixeegrowth of trade made
a uniform system of measuring indispensable. Theystliscussed various
measuring systems in operation and a scale of iggtiah practiced in the
city.
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CONCLUSION

The study entitled “Merchants, Markets and MercliggidStrategy of
English East India Company Trade in Tellicherry 3-72750” has touched
comprehensively upon the activities of the Companyellicherry based on
documents maintained at the factory. The main decusn consulted to
facilitate the study were Consultations of Telliolyefactory, Diaries of
Tellicherry factory, Letters from Tellicherry ancetiers to Tellicherry. The
consultation of the documents brought to light @asi aspects relating to the
steady development of the English trade at TellicheThe available data
relevant to the theme of the study was divided smosub areas which helped
to have a comprehensive discussion of the themerustlidy. This has
brought out the possibility of making certain ge@bservations by way of
concluding remarks on themes like indigenous maearsha markets,

merchandise, monetary system, Anglo- French relatatc.

It is observed that the British took over Telliaherfor the
establishment of the factory from the French whedtto establish a factory
for the first time. It is interesting to note thBellicherry was not having the
natural conditions required for its developmentaaliourishing port city. It
remained almost unknown and insignificant for intgional commerce in the
pre modern history of Malabar. Tellicherry was aitd a few miles south of
Dharmapattanam but was never mentioned by thelkeav®r by the traders
of the pre modern period. There is evidence to ssigtipat Tellicherry was a
coastal market dominated by the Muslim merchantsheflocality and the
area fell in the jurisdiction of Kurungoth Nair,l@cal chieftain loyal to the
Kolathiri. Earlier the English were given the rigbttrade by the Kolathiri at
Dharmapattanam and Valapattanam. On hearing thes nefw French

withdrawal from Tellicherry the English preferred settle down there
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winding up their operations at Valapattanam andrBlagattanam. From the
status of comparative anonymity Tellicherry shotiupo the status of a busy
international trade centre under the English Compdinis transformation
depended largely on the systematic and tacticpkdtdlowed by the English
factory. Tellicherry was free from the politicalrtooil that frightened the
English and which arrested the growth of Dharmajpaittn. They were able to
divert trade routes through the land to reach dlediry instead of
Dharmapattanam. The Anjerakkandi River which forntbe Island of
Dharmapattanam was near to Tellicherry on the eontborder. It facilitated
the transportation of goods from the interior regiof Kottayam kingdom.
Thus, the hinterlands of Dharmapattanam now bectHrmaehinterlands of
Tellicherry which ensured the regular supply of tequired commodities to

the Tellicherry factory.

The political condition of Kolathunad was encourapito the
mercantile ambitions of the Company. The region baen so much ruined
by internal dissensions and wars that the situagoabled the English
Company to emerge as a decisive force in Malab#tiggo However, the
Company preferred not to directly enter into thesazetween the local rulers
and the French. But they supported the local rijasage wars against the
French as well as the enemies of the English inabkal. In addition to this,
the Company provided money, arms and gunpowdendadjas. During the
time of the Canarese war, the Company formed adgadiiance against the
invaders, which helped them to rise to a dominasitjpn in Malabar. At the
same time, it is observed that the Company alwagd to maintain friendly
relations with the French and signed treaties iffedint occasions for
deciding the prices of commodities, and to avoidedi political clashes
between them. This well thought out strategy erchltheem to emerge as a

major power in the region.
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The Company strategy of providing money and mdtéoighe local
rajas against their enemies was beneficial to tHEmey were able to make
them loyal to the Company. This becomes more sgant when we
understand that the French were forced to leavéiclieiry as they have
antagonized the local trading community. At the saime, the wars ruined
the rajas and they were unable to repay the loak ftom the Company. The
loan along with its interest got fattened to a hageount that rendered its
repayment difficult. Thus, the land of the RandedhaAchanmar was
surrendered to the Company. The other rajas reggids¢ Company to accept
commodities such as pepper in place of repaymemhefebt in cash. The
company accepted the offer and the rajas of KadathaArakkal and

Kottayam were allowed to payback the debt in comitiexl

Another striking feature of the English strategyswiae similarity one
can find in the establishment of settlements. tttiserved that in the selection
of Tellicherry for settlement, they followed thensa strategy as in the case of
other English settlements in the western coastnaofal like Bombay and
Anjengo. These settlements were established irs¢ivend half of the 17
century, which were insignificant coastal terrigsii This shows that the
English followed the tactics of selecting compasmiy insignificant places
for their settlements. It is also observed that ah@ssion of medieval port
towns and selecting an insignificant town like Tadlerry for settlement was
due to the presence of pirates in these medievalddike Dharmapattanam
and Valapattanam. At Dharmapattanam, the Englismg@my ships faced
attack from Malabar pirates. In addition to thisjedto the dispute over
ownership of Dharmapattanam among the rajas of tofedu- Arakkal,
Kottayam and Kolathiri surviving there became risikd miserable. This was
another reason for the selection of Tellicherry avithdrawal of English

settlement from Dharmapattanam.
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In the time of choosing one trading centre the Baam mercantile
companies considered a number of factors conndoteldat spot. Thus the
decisive factor for the selection of Malabar seté@t was based on the
availability of spices. Tellicherry and its hintnlds were, by then, acclaimed
as the place that produced good quality peppeevary year the Company
exported large quantities of pepper from Tellichierfhe largest pepper
producing places in Malabar were Kottayam, Randathé&ruvazhinadu,
Vengad, Dharmapattanam, Aggar, Koodaly, Valapatteaad Kadathanad.
These places form the hinterland regions of Tedlich In addition to the
hinterlands of Tellicherry, the Company purchasegper from Calicut,

Tannore, Ponnani, Cochin, Honovar, Mangalore andj&&aver.

The second important hinterland commodity was caaa, which
was grown only in hilly regions of Wayanad, espkgidrom Peria. It was
carried through the Ghat route to the nearest pbériTellicherry. The
sandalwood was another important exported item Ijnaerried from Coorg,
Seringapatanam and South Canara. These sandalwactied Tellicherry
mainly through Irikkur, a hinterland market of Tiefierry. Rice, an important
import item to Tellicherry, was mainly brought frotine Canara ports. The
goods like ginger, turmeric, ghee, jagery, bamlaomck, planks, coir, timber
etc. were mostly brought from Calicut. Moreovere t@ompany brought
various goods from Valapattanam, Cannanore, Dhaatteapam, Vadakara,
Kappad, Beypore, Tannore, Ponnani, Cochin, HonoWangalore and
Manjeswer through the sea in small indigenous Ves3ée coir, coconut,

vinegar and cowries etc. were collected from Lalgleep and Maldives.

The study showed that the most important factortlier development
of Tellicherry into a busy trade centre was thesexice of the prosperous
hinterland, which could be accessed through lartiveaier. This hinterland

lies on the slopes of the Wynad hills which wast pdirthe Western Ghats.
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Beyond the hills lie the Karnataka regions of Myso6eringapattanam,
Canara and Coorg. The trade routes- land and wedarected the port and
its hinterlands. Two Ghats routes existed in thgon, Peria and Perambadi,
which connected Tellicherry with Mysore, Seringagaam, Canara and
Coorg. In addition to this main route, the mercbamsed large number of
minor trade routes to carry goods. They used landiel as river routes for
the transportation of goods to the markets andspdmt the land routes the

goods were carried by head load, oxen and pack«dksl

In the absence of convenient land routes to the emewt of
commodities, river routes were also used by thdetrm There are large
number of navigable rivers passing through theehiabhds of Tellicherry
including Anjarakkandy River, Tellicherry River, Ma River, Valapattanam
River and Taliparamba River. In the case of riveutes, goods were
transported in local boats like thonies, changadangsmanchuas. The rulers
of Malabar collected toll taxes from the traders.the river routes they
collected river custom duty which was known as &dda’. In addition to the
hinterland trade routes, the Company highly depeérole coastal trade for
import of merchandises from other Malabar porte Iadakara, Calicut,
Tannore, Ponnani, Manjeswer, Mangalore and HonoVhe thonies and
manchuas were also used for brought merchandigesriearby coastal areas

to Tellicherry.

The role of the indigenous merchants in transfogntire destiny of the
region was significant. They acted as intermedsané trade between the
English East India Company and the petty tradetB@fdjoining hinterlands.
They used all their efforts to collect even theigngicant quantity of
commodities on payment of comparatively reasonpbte. They maintained
good relations with the petty traders of the hilareds which ensured them a

regular supply of commodities. The petty tradershef hinterlands managed
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to collect every possible quantity of commoditie@ectly from the producers
and sold it to the big merchants who contractedh whe Company. In their
discussions with the Company the merchants ensuidd returns for
themselves which allowed them to lead a wealthyidiaxs life. Some of
them were even able to finance the Company in tomemts of crisis. There
IS no evidence to suggest that they were inferetn@rs in business. The
Company, in turn, extended all possible suppoth&m. Evidences from the
factory records speak of the Company providing ggcdo their life and
property whenever that was in danger. Their indiri#es never bothered the
Company authorities until the Bombay Council tobkariously. Even at that
point they showed leniency towards the traders taiedl to explain their
inability to repay the debt. This attitude of thengish Company at
Tellicherry ensured sincere and loyal relationshgiween the indigenous

merchants and the Company.

Different indigenous communities were engaged aditrg activities
with the Tellicherry factory. The Chetties, the tAtdhs, the Moors, the Jews
etc. were enlisted into the partners of Company.aiéeunable to trace from
the records the status of the whole community latien to trading activities.
But the names of some of the merchants of thesentoities are available.
Among this, Chattoo Chetty remained as the prideiparchant in Tellicherry
factory till his death in 1739. The records of Canp noted him as an honest
friend and most favoured merchant of the Company helped them to
procure sufficient quantity of pepper every yeawribg his lifetime the
Company mainly depended upon Chatoo Chetty to atollee major share of
pepper from Malabar. Every year he contracted alvated about 2000 to
3000 candies of pepper to the Company. Once, Gh&ttetty reported that
the country Aggar where he resides most years haduped from 1000 to
1200 candies of pepper. After the death of Cha@betty, his position was

taken over by the bazaar merchants, a group of Mwmerchants in
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Tellicherry. Nelearate Tupee, Mucatu Poratu Padaunibettu Cunhipi,

Batala Paqui and Combem Allippy were the importaambers in this bazaar
merchant group. At the same time, the Company kopgpper from other
merchants who settled in Kolathunad boundaries B&#orate Callandra of
Valapattanam, Shaik Abdulla of Madday, Cacat TupKattayam and Ally

Mamy of Kadathanad. In addition to this, the Compgurchased pepper
from the merchants of Calicut, Tannore, PonnanghdHonovar, Mangalore
and Manjeswer. Suamy Putturah of Calicut, IsoophTahnore, Ezekieal
Raby of Cochin and Hur Camoty of Honovar were thegipal partners of

English factory at Tellicherry. It shows the deymiwent of Tellicherry as a
central port, the major part of commodities of othwrkets were carried to

Tellicherry and then transshipped to the foreigmkeis.

It is also noticed that similar to the pepper manth, the Company
depended on some indigenous merchants to collectiawem and
sandalwood and acted as the agents of Tellicheagtofy. Symoyne,
Cunhuseu, Ticandy Cunhially, Cunhi Ahamod, Ekodaob& Paraporem
Cunipocra, Toy Cunhially, Areca Shaek and Parapodssem Cutty were
the principal cardamom merchants dealing with tleen@any. The principal
sandalwood merchants of Tellicherry factory werdlipa Cutty Assen,
Javarra Canna and Ballapilagata Cutussa. It is@dserved that most of the
pepper merchants were settled at the coastal tdwitsthe merchants of
cardamom and sandalwood were settled in the hamennarkets like Irikkur

and Kottayam.

The significant feature of the trading practicevaiked in Tellicherry
was its specialisation in trade of a particular coodity. We have a long list
of indigenous traders specialised in pepper tradejamom trade etc. Some
cases of over lapping are also discernible frora lisi. Chattoo Chetty was

the chief supplier of pepper to the Company whiame around majority of
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its annual export. He supplied other commoditiethe®o Company only once
or twice. Similarly Cunhiseu the cardamom merclauplied pepper to the
Company for once or twice. This suggests the peswxa of the practice of

specialisation of trade.

The Company followed different techniques to acgumore and more
commodities like advance money system, credit systean system etc. The
‘advance booking’ and ‘credit system’ had an imanttrole in Tellicherry
and adjacent areas in the trade of pepper androardebefore its harvest. In
the case of pepper the contracts were made in trehnof June to August.
The Company and merchants signed a bond and this Wwol be terminated
after the delivery of goods and money. The ‘advammeking system’ existed
in Malabar from pre-British period onwards. Aftelnet discussions the
Company and merchants fixed the price and quaotigoods to be supplied.
The merchants had the right for bargaining for argpbrice and had right to
deny the demand of the Company. There was noctsiriin the merchants
approaching other European companies for enteritwy better contracts. If
both the parties agree on the terms of the conthectCompany advanced
money to the merchants. In addition to the advajeen at the time of the
contract, the Company advanced money to the metshamenever it was
demanded. The merchants supplied the goods in limstas. After
completely weighing the agreed upon commodity & fthctory site the
merchants were paid the balance amount. The agrdéebretween the
Company and merchants for the year gets termiratddll payment of cash
due to him. The Company signed agreements witmt@ehants separately.
At the same time, the agents or principal merchauatst to the local bazaar
and fixed the price of commodities with local mexots. In Malabar this
advance booking system was commonly known as ‘fattbisually the
Company and merchants fixed the price and quaotipommodities. But, in

some cases, especially on the contract of cardatheynentered into contract
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without agreeing or stipulating any price till thesere delivered. The system
of direct purchase of commodities from merchantss wadso resorted
especially when the merchants happened to be @ndiareas and also when

the supply of commodities was urgently needed.

The credit system was fully developed by the endl®84, when
Chattoo Chetty began to insist for advance moneyi® new contracts. The
Company observed that earlier he was capable oframiimg for larger
guantity of pepper without expecting any money dvamce. The Company
enquired the reasons for his inability to supplyheut going for advance.
The problem was identified as the disunion of hisify and the consequent
partitioning of their wealth, which plunged him oebts. The Company
decided to help out an honest and honourable &lllggoCompany in his euvil
days. This system has increased considerablyen yatars and evolved into a
conspicuous feature of the Company trade. Agaih7@7, Chetty requested
for full advance payment of pepper to be purcha3ée@ Company thought
that in the early years in such circumstances hg eveabled to launch out
large sums for securing the said new pepper abdiggnning of the year so
they advanced him the required money. During thne tof bazaar merchants
the Company summoned meeting of merchants in ttteriafor discussion
for new season. In this meeting they signed cotgragth Company and

received advance money.

It is also observed that the modern form of ‘loggtem’ in the case of
commodities was also practiced by the merchantssoime occasions the
merchants delivered pepper in loan to the Comp8ogh situations emerged
when the Company was running short of money. Stantsctions are made
on the basis of the contractual agreements. Suainacts specifically showed
the price of the commodity as well as the dateassfble payment of money

to the party. If the Company failed to pay the mpae the stipulated date the
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Company agreed to pay interest to the merchankeatte of one percent per
mensem. There also existed a system of depositpayvan gold in Company
treasury when the Company advance money to mechantprocure

commodities. The Company returned it, at the tinfeenvthe merchants

delivered the commodities to Company account.

One of the major observations of the study is thatEnglish factory at
Tellicherry was mainly dependent on pepper tradee Company trade was
based on agreements with local rulers, indigeno@scinants and other
European companies. As a result, the price of pepiiéered in each
contracts and it led to the fluctuations in theceriln addition to this, the
programs and policies of the Company influenced ghees. In 1725, the
Company purchased pepper at the rate of Rs. 6dgmely. In the same year,
the French Company established their settlemeeadte which led to the
commercial competition between the two companidse price of pepper
remained comparatively stagnant until the arriiathe French Company in
the scene and registered and upward movement taer Gradually, the
companies acknowledged that the increasing prit@emper had an adverse

impact on their commercial interests in Malabar.

Even though, the commercial interests of the congsadashed they
were in a bid to move together to protect the commmderests. Hence, they
thought in terms of moving jointly to hold down tpedces through meetings
and consultations and signed mutual agreements.trélagies of 1728 and
1741 were significant agreements to keep down theep of pepper.
Moreover, the companies always looked forward tepkehe European
commercial interest in Malabar trade and they tteedeep the balance of the
price of commodities. They agreed to exchange mé&tion between two
factories instead of hostilities. In 1740, the Estgland the French agreed on

the price of pepper in that season at the ratesof/R per candy. The English
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advised to their merchants in the case the Frengchggmore than Rs. 78 to
their merchants they might consider it accordindligerefore the merchants
agreed and contracted with the Company at theofals. 78 per candy. But
later the merchants complained to the Companyttteamerchants of Mahe
were giving high prices for pepper, and hence ttmyld not procure any at

the rate they contracted for with the Company.

By the end of 1743, there was a great fall in thees of pepper in
Tellicherry and other markets of Malabar. The reafso the fall of price was
attributed mainly to political conditions, the poés of English and plentiful
production of pepper. During this time, the Compdagk a new step to
control prices. The new practice was arbitrariiifg the price of pepper and
informing the merchants about the rate sufficierglrly to prevent any
pretences of having already brought at a dearer Tditus, they fixed the rate
of pepper at Rs. 80 per candy and send a notitketanerchants that they
were resolved not to give above Rs. 80 per candwrig of the new crop of
pepper and forbid them from giving more than ti@u. the direction of the
English, the French also followed the same methodlahe. Therefore, the
companies summoned their merchants at the respdatitories and fixed the
price at Rs. 80 per candy. Again, in 1747, the Camypadopted a new
method to bring down the price of pepper. This wasnd of market control
measure. As per this method, the Chief directedhtbechants of the bazaars
not to give above an arbitrarily fixed price comidgily to the market. This
was intended to bring down the price to an arbiyrdixed price which need
not have any connection with the existing price tbE commodity.
Accordingly, the Company directed their merchantsl &hop-keepers as
usual not to give above Rs. 60 per candy for sudntities as are daily
brought for sale into the bazaar of Tellicherry.eTGompany pressed the
merchants to reduce the prices and after a sdriesgotiations the merchants

declared their willingness to contract at the @it®s. 65 Y2 per candy.
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In this time pepper and other merchandises of Malakad great
demand in London and other foreign markets. Theeetbere was a vigorous
colonial competition to have a share in the Malalpade and the price of
pepper was grown year by year. Thus, Tellichergab® the major centre of
European company’s trading activities. As a resilthis, Tellicherry was
connected with most of the coastal cities of therldvat that time like
London, Aden, Mocha, Gombroon, Bombay, Calcuttacdtaand Canton. In
addition to long distance trade, the coastal tr@de was entertained by the
Tellicherry port. The goods of hinterlands that clead the ports were
exported to overseas areas, with which the portrégdlar contact. The major
export items of Tellicherry were pepper, cardama@andalwood, timber,
planks, sapanwood, ginger, turmeric, cinnamon,, coaiconut, oils, ghee,
arrack, olibanum, clove, nutmeg, amber grease, lcatkle hides, chests, mat,
mast, rattan, bamboo, medicine and some plants.ngntbis, pepper and
cardamom were the principal export item mostly sentdondon. It was also
exported to Bombay, Cuddalore, Madras, Bengal amdaC The sandalwood
was exported to Cuddalore, Madras, Bengal, CamonMacao. Most of the
other items were sent to Bombay and then transstipp Europe and other
markets. The items like plank, mat, mast, timba@amboo etc. were exported
to Persia, Surat, Bombay, Madras, Cuddalore andy&eft is also observed
that some medicinal items were sent to Europe, BymBengal, China and
other markets. They were putchuck, myrrh, rhubaddlicherry bark, wood
oyle, wax, rosin, bark, Malabar physic and someeotmedicinal items.
Another interesting knowledge was the Tellicheragtbry sent plants and
seeds of mango, Jews ears, pepper, coconut, cesee, and bamboo to St.
Helena, an Island lying in the south western seafota, where the English

had plantations.

With the commencement of Company trade at Tellighirgrew into

the status of one of the major colonial marketsvektern India. Increased
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interactions with the European and Indian Oceanldvbrought prosperity
and new commodities to Tellicherry and adjacentasreThe principal

returned goods were treasures, rice, sugar, clo#tals, gold, gunny bags,
arrack, wine, liquor, weapons, gunpowder, gift iefurniture, toys and large
number of commodities for the use of Company factdrhe items like

treasures, cloths, furniture, liquor, food item&. €ame from England. The
treasures, medicine, piece goods, metals, liquor were imported from
Bombay. Rice was the most required items for tlggore and was brought
from the markets of Canara, Calicut, Madras andgBkerin some occasions
the factory sold rice to the rulers of Malabar. tker imported items from

Bengal were opium, gunny bags etc.

The records also mentioned that large quantity afl game from
China. Another required item was arrack, broughitnfiGoa, Calicut, Beypore
and Cochin. The factory records speaks that difiterarieties of clothes were
imported from England, Bombay, Surat, China anddgaénThe records also
refer to the import of slaves from Madagascar. dtieee, coffee plants, rose
water, goat skins etc. were imported from the Gulfl Red Sea markets. The
factory brought coir, coconut and vinegar from Usdweep. The items like
coconut, cowries, coir and jaggey came from Malgliistand. The Company
also bought some commodities from other Europedtiesents in India.
They bought arrack, rice, medicine, paper, ink étom the Portuguese
factory at Goa. The Batavian arrack and Japaneggecavere bought from

the Dutch factory at Cochin.

The earliest notes on Tellicherry market was magdé&abrial Dellon.
He states it as a small Muslim bazaar. With thal#isthhment of the factory
the small Muslim bazaar evolved into an importargrket of the western
coast. Gradually, the market has grown into onthefimportant markets of

Eastern world. During the 1730s, the number of shoghe market was more
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than 130, which shows the steady development efrtfarket. The hinterland
goods, imported goods from the other markets ofaldlal and imported goods
from the foreign markets were sold in these shéips also observed that
there also existed shops of money exchangers, range masons, smiths,
weavers etc. Another important facility in the nmetrkvas the warehouses
belonging to private parties and the Company. Thesmehouses had enough
capacity to store large number of imported andet@xported commodities. A
reference in the diary makes it clear that the hawee in the factory was
large enough to contain 6000 candies of pepper.yMatime it was also
stated as being full. This allows us to assumedhatally at least this much
of pepper was exported by the English factory alonaddition to the other
valuable merchandises like cardamom, sandalwoadTée French at Mahe
was equally competitively involved in the purcha@send exporting of these
commodities. Some other European mercantile corepamere also involved
in the export business of the region. If we calukhe total procurement of
pepper from the region as around 10000 candiesadignit would have been
possible only through bringing large stretches ahd under pepper

cultivation.

The references we get from the Tellicherry fact@mgords compel us
to think in terms of the existence of the estatgelgproduction of pepper. We
are informed that Chattoo Chetty was having a lasgfate with potential to
produce 1200 to 2000 candies pepper annually. Taeep produce good
guality pepper like Vengad, Randathara, Kottayatn were habitation sites,
not hilly tracts. Symoyne the cardamom merchant mepghew of Cunhiseu
had reported about the total production of cardarfrem his estate as 50 to
60 candies annually. Another statement of the fgcthary speaks of the
existence of Company plantation at Dharmapattananemploying slaves
brought from Madagascar. All these references hslpo conclude that the

people of the region resorted to the practice ¢atesbased production of
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pepper to cater to the increasing demand for pegpeialso used slave labour

in maintaining estates.

There is a reference to the existence of a modstniwspital facility
in the market. The medicines were imported fromapar Bombay and Goa.
It is also assumed that indigenous medicine was atbninistered in this
hospital. Arrack farm was another modern facilidaigable in the market.
Different varieties of liquor items were sold iretarrack farm. It had worked
under the factory. A manual was prepared for regigahe working of arrack
farm, which can be considered as the precursdreofiquor policy of modern

Governments.

Tellicherry had a well regulated monetary systemrge numbers of
currencies of indigenous and foreign countries vegreulated in the market.
The foreign coins flowed through Tellicherry andhext markets of Malabar
were Venetian, Gubber, St. Thomas, German Ducatkidiu Ducat,
Chequine, Pound Sterling, Rix Dollar, Spanish DolMexico Dollar etc. The
indigenous currencies were Gold Mohur, Surat SiRepee, Bombay Rupee
of English Company, Bombay Gold Rupee, Raes, PRisadicherry Rupee,
Malabar Dollar etc. were European companies cuiesrminted in India. The
south Indian pagodas like Nagapattanam, Madrasyahore, Ikkeri,
Sonaree and its fanams also played an importa@tinalhe monetary system
in Tellicherry and other markets from where the @any purchased goods.
The Calicut Fanam, Taram, Narrody, lbrahim etc.enadigenous coins of

Malabar used in the Company trade.

The above mentioned list shows that currenciesaabus nations and
principalities within India and abroad enjoyed legader in this region. This
creates the problem of exchange value of the coayremhich is to be
determined by the shroffs. Being part of maritimehtanges through the ages

Malabar was making use of the services of shraffshe pre-modern era
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onwards. The shroffs of Malabar collected 2 to Rebcentage of exchange
fee from the parties. The exchange fee in thisoregias known as ‘vattau’.
The Company utilized the service of the merchamsnselves to exchange
their currency. It is also noticed that the Companught the service of the
shroffs at Goa, Mangalore, Calicut and Cochin wtiey failed to exchange
it from Tellicherry. We are able to ascertain ttedue of various currencies
from the records of the Company. The value of thiexwas also determined
on the basis of the metal out of which it was mdntl is noticed that the
exchange rate was higher at Tellicherry when coethéw the exchange rate
existing at Calicut. Sometimes, the exchange rat@aéicut stood high when
compared to the rate at Tellicherry. On such ooctesi the Company
followed the practice of sending currency to therenprofitable markets for

getting it exchanged.

There are evidences to suggest that the practicenarsfey lending
existed at Tellicherry. The Company usually wasagegl in money lending
business. They lent money to the local chieftamsvall as the merchants.
The normal rate of interest was 10 percent per mnfhen it was computed
on monthly basis it was one percent per mensemthdtsame time, the
Company received money in loan from the merchariglwalso received
interest payment on normal rates. All money tratisas were made on
bonds. The Tellicherry factory received money fsrtransactions from the
Bombay Council. When there was delay in the receptmoney from
Bombay and when there was unexpected demand f@nads the Company
usually approached the indigenous traders and tfwer loans. A lot of
references suggest this as a normal practice.sti &ok loans from its

officials like Factors, Linguists and Surgeons.

Due to the interactions with the Europeans soméémbus people

came to the forefront of the society as a wealtlagwhich was observed
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throughout the markets of Malabar. The traders, eagyolenders, money
exchangers and the Company servants were the gminofluential people in
the markets. The merchants like Chattoo Chetty,nyuRutturah, Ezekiel
Raby of Cochin, Hur Comoty of Honovar and Mappilerahants of
Tellicherry bazaar and others were wealthy merchariiey contracted with
the Company for large quantity of commodities. Sahéhem were wealthy
class of Malabar from the pre British period, byt improved their status

during the trade contracts with the English.

It is also observed that Chattoo Chetty had his tamded estate and
was assisted by local merchants. In some yearddoh@hetty delivered more
than 3000 candies of pepper to the Company. It caeaely around 750,000
Kg. This figure makes it clear that to make it pokesto produce such a huge
amount of pepper annually he should have maintaamedmous areas of land
under pepper cultivation. It is also possible it land was highly fertile.
But we are lacking in details relating to the protdty of the soil as well as
the areas actually brought under cultivation at ti@e. Such a study is
highly welcomed. During his time the Company bougt#jor part of their
exported pepper from him. After his death, his posiwas taken over by the
bazaar merchants, who formed a consortium of sewemore merchants.
They also exchanged large quantity of pepper toGbenpany. It is also
observed that the merchants of hinterland marketsikikur and Kottayam
also emerged as wealthy with the trade contacts @Gampany. It also shows
that not only the merchants of Tellicherry or itatarland markets emerged
into the forefront of the society, but the merclsardf Kadathanad,
Valapattanam, Calicut, Tannore, Ponnani, Cochin @adara markets also
increased their wealth and social recognition asgopart of English factory
trade.
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Money Changers were another group flourished dutivegtime of
Company trade in Tellicherry and other markets oélddar. Even the
Company also depended on these money exchangerschange different
currencies. The money lenders were another newbrged wealthy class of
society. It is observed that the Company depende@€ampany’s principal
merchants and other indigenous people to mobilibmay on the basis of
interest. For example they took loans from SuamytuPah, Badamalah
Putturah, Ayopa Putturah, Eyta Achem Chetty, Eyvitet€y, Anna Putturah,
Mani Sabiam, Raman Subeyan and Cutty Narana Phttdiae Company
servants settled at Tellicherry also emerged aslthyea&lass, who were
indigenous and European in origin like Company éi@ctSurgeons, Linguists
and other servants of Company. The records alswesthdhat these persons
lend money to the Company in the different occasidn addition this, the
Company also provided money to the local rulers medchants on the basis
of interest. The rulers Ali Raja, Zamorin of CalicitKadathanad Raja,
Kottayam Raja, Randattara Achamars and other rblem®wed money from
the Company. Moreover, the merchants in the shbpazaar also financially

improved as a part of the general development bicherry bazaar.

The growth of a city is expressed through the examd imports,
warehouses, shops, sales goods, presence of diffeyexmunities, arrival of
ships, presence of merchant community, modern itiasil like hospital,
circulation of different varieties of currencies,oney exchange, money
lending, unigue weights-measure systems and efeeatiministrative system.
The establishment of the English factory in Telinly led to the emergence
of outstanding changes in the history of Tellichefrhe political structure of
Malabar speedily transformed and forces were setmiotion for the
modernization of this city in general. Monopolismommercial policies,
political strategies based on treaties and theotiserce enabled the English

to control trade in Tellicherry as elsewhere in &bar. The selection of
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Tellicherry as the site for the factory by the Hslglfacilitated its growth as a
prominent port city. Above all, the decision of tBmglish to establish a
network of traders as agents to supply commoditeesthe Company
determined the course of the development of thé @ty of Tellicherry into

an international centre of trade.
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Alaku
Angadi
Aratel/ Ratal
Biche
Candy

Changadam
Chantha
Chequin
Chetties
Cooles-
Ducat
Dungoy
Edagali/ Edagazhi
Factors
Fanam
Hogshead
Ibrahim
Kadavu
Kavadda

Moors
Maund

Muckuva/ Mukkuva

Nadu
Nali
Narayam
Narrody
Ola
Paddy
Pagoda

GLOSSARY

A measure unit
Market

A weighing unit
A copper coin

A weight used in India varying much in different
parts from 640 Ib. to 500 Ib.

A local boat made of logs
Weekly market
A gold coin
Tamil speaking indigenous merchant class
A laborer of any kind
A coin
A Measure Unit
A measure unit
Administrative body of the European fagcto
A south Indian coin
A measure unit of liquid
A coin of Malabar
River based trade centre

Custom duty levied on goods transported through
river

Muslims

A variable weight

A fishermen caste in South India
Province, a political unit in medieval Keral
A measure unit of grains

A measure unit of grains

A coin of Malabar

Palm leaf document

Rice in the husk

An Indian temple
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Pagoda

Pandyala
Para

Pathemari/Pattamar-;

Pattam
Pool
Pollam
Pothi
Putturah
Puzha
Rajah

Seer

St. Thomas
Tar/ Taram
Thoni
Topasses-
Tulam
Umanans
Uri

Vattau

A South Indian coin worth of seven shillings and

eight Pence
Factory
A measure unit of grains

The Pattamars are open boats carrying four or

five tons
Advance booking system
A measure unit
A measure unit
A measure unit
A Brahmin caste of South India
River
King
A measure unit of grains
A Portuguese gold coin in India
A copper coin
Country boat
Christians of Portuguese Indian origin
A weighing unit
Salt traders
A measure unit
Money exchange fee of Malabar
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APPENDICES

Appendix No. 1

Value of Different Currencies at Tellicherry (172550)

Name of Coins

Rate of Coins

Rate of Coins

(in Rupees) (in Fanam)
Surat Gold Mohar Rs. 15 57 Fanam
Bombay Gold Mohar Rs. 16 56 Fanam
Chequeen Rs. 3 15.75 Fanam
Muggerbee Rs. 3 15.75 Fanam
German Ducart Rs.4 21 Fanam
Venetian Sequin Rs. 5 20.25 Fanam
Gubber/ Dutch Ducat Rs. 4 20 Fanam
Ikkeri Pagoda Rs. 3.48 16.4 Fanam
Sonaree Pagodas Rs. 2.6 13.12 Fanam
Porto Novo Pagoda Rs. 3V 17.06 Fanam
Star Pagoda Rs. 3% 18.37 Fanam
Spanish Dollar Rs. 2.88 10.10 Fanam
Mexico Dollar Rs. 3.23 10.50 Fanam
Rix Dollar Rs. 1.9 3.2 fanam
Malabar Dollar Rs. 3.23 10.5 Fanam
Nagapattanam Pagoda Rs. 4.89 15.9 Fanam
Madras Pagoda Rs. 4.92 16 Fanam
St. Thomas/ St. Thome Rs. 3.44 11.2 Fanam
Narrody Rs.2.6-2.8 10 Fanam
Ibrahim Rs.25-2.8 9.8 Fanam
Moorish Gold (Turkish) Rs. 4 21 Fanam
Pound Sterling Rs. 8.27 41 Fanam
Pondicherry Rupee Rs. 1 5 Fanam
Mangalore Pagoda Rs. 3 15

Sources: St. George Factory records, TellichernysQttations.
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Appendix No. 2
Exchange and Merchandise Rate of Different

Currencies at Tellicherry (in 1729)

Name of Coin Exchange Rate Merchandize Rate

Silver Rupee 5 Fanam 5% Fanam
Gold Rupee 57% Fanam 60 Fanam
Dollars Malabar Weight 10% Fanam 11 Fanam

Venetian Sequin 19%2 Fanam 20% Fanam

Gubber/ Dutch Ducat 19 Fanam

20 Fanam

Ikkeri Pagoda

162 Fanam

17% Fanam

Madras Pagoda

15Y4 Fanam

16 Fanam

Sources: Letters From Tellicherry, I, John Braddy#llicherry Factory to the Court of Directors for
the United Comp-any of Merchants of England Tradmthe East Indies, 23 September 1729.

Appendix No. 3

Exchange Rate of Different Currencies at
Tellicherry and Calicut Markets (in 1730)

Name of Coin Tellicherry Calicut
Silver Rupee 5 Fanam 4.14 Fanam
Gold Rupee 57 Fanam 55.8 Fanam
Dollars Malabar Weight 10.5 Fanam 10.8 Fanam

Venetian Sequin 19.1/4 Fanam -

Gubber/ Dutch Ducat 19 Fanam 18.6 Fanam
Ikkeri Pagoda 16.3/4 Fanam 15.12 Fanam
Madras Pagoda 15.5 Fanam -

Sources: Letters from Tellicherry, |, John Braddyillicherry Factory to the Court of Directors for
the United Company of Merchants of England Tradmthe East Indies, 6 February 1730.
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Appendix No. 4

Variations of Weight Unit Candy in European Settlenents of India

(1725-50)
Candy 1 Candy in 1 Candy in 1 Maunds in

Maunds Pounds Pounds
1 Surat Candy 20 Maunds 740-746 Ib. 37-40 Ib.
1 Bombay Candy 20 Maunds 560 Ib. 28 Ib.
1 Carwar Candy 20 Maunds 520 Ib. 26 Ib.
1 Goa Candy 20 Maunds 480 Ib. 24 1b.
1 Honovar Candy 20 Maunds 510 Ib. 25-25 1b
1 Mangalore Candy 20 Maunds 560 Ib. 28 Ib.
1 Cannanore Candy | 20 Maunds 500 Ib 25 Ib.
1 Tellicherry Candy | 20 Maunds 600 Ib. 30 Ib.
1 Mahe Candy 20 Maunds 560 Ib. 28 Ib.
1Calicut Candy 20 Maunds 560 Ib. 28 Ib.
1Cochin Candy 20 Maunds 500-543 Ib. 27 1b.
1 Anjengo Candy 20 Maunds 560 Ib. 28 Ib.
1 Madras Candy 20 Maunds 500 Ib. 25 Ib.
1 Bengal Factory 20 Maunds 1493 Ib 74 b.
Candy
1 Bengal Bazaar20 Maunds 1642 Ib. 82 Ib.
Candy
1 English Candy 20 Maunds 545 Ib. 27-28 Ib.
1 Dutch Candy 20 Maunds 500 Ib. 25 Ib.

Sources: Tellicherry Factory Records; Holden FyrBeral Empires of Trade in the Indian Orient
1600-1800, Delhi,1999; Celsa Pintolrade and Finance in Portuguese India, New Delhi, 1994;
Thomas BrooksAn Authentic Account of all Different Coins, London, 1766.
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Appendix No. 5
Merchants of Tellicherry and other Adjacent Areas (L 725-50)

Sl

No. Names of Merchants Item of Trade Place
1 Baunibeltu Quiomo Pepper Tellicherry
2 Ally Mamy Pepper Kadathanad
3 Pauly Canddi Cutteally Pepper, Rice Dharmapattan
4 Puddianon Chattoo Pepper, Rice, Salt| Aggar
Chetty
S Bonny Perettee Pepper Dharmapattanam
6 Muckry Callandra Pepper Darmapattanam
7 Todan Cawdry Pepper -
8 Cauirt Tuper Pepper Tellicherry
9 Bonn Perettee Amud Pepper Kadathanad
10 Suamy Putturah Pepper Calicut
11 Coota Moosa Cardamom Kadathanad
12 | Symoyne Cardamom Kottayam
13 Cunhiseu Cardamom Kottayam
14 | Chaly Cunhussa Pepper Tellicherry
15 Muta Chetty Rice Calicut
16 Muccolli Paqui Pepper Tellicherry
17 Cana Chetty Pepper -
18 Cacart Tupy Pepper Kottayam
19 Badamala Putturah pepper Kottayam
20 Badamalah Cunipi Pepper Tellicherry
21 Nelerate Mamod Pepper Tellicherry
22 Changuem Cuniamod Pepper Tellicherry
23 Nelerate Tupee pepper Tellicherry
24 Mucatu Poratu Paqui Pepper Tellicherry
25 Baunibeltu Cunhipi Pepper Tellicherry
26 Batala Paqui Pepper Tellicherry
27 | Ayopa Putturah Pepper Calicut
28 Eyta Achem Chetty Pepper Aggar
29 Tykan Cutialy Pepper Tellicherry
30 Nalerate Assem Pepper Tellicherry
31 | Surchanda Pepper Calicut
32 Ballorte Callandra Pepper Valapattanam
33 | Assem Cutty Pepper Irikkur
34 Shavara Putturah Pepper -
35 | Comben Nambi Pepper Kottayam
35 Palicanda Cutiasem Pepper -
37 Palicandi Calandra Pepper Valapattanam
38 Procaterm Paqui Pepper -
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39 Ella Chetty Pepper Aggar
40 Annady Cutty Pepper Aggar
41 Ballipy Cunhimy Pepper, Sandal Kottayam
42 Parraporam Ussem Cutty Cardamom, pepper Kottayam
43 Parraporem Cunipocra Cardamom Aggar
44 Parraporem Cunhippy Cardamom Kottayam
45 Baccadem Chandu Pepper Aggar
46 Neyen Ella Chettian Pepper Aggar
47 Ponambate Paqui Pepper -
48 Tayparee Pepper -
49 | Anuda Cutty pepper -
50 | Comben Namby Pepper Kottayam
51 | Ticandy Cunially Pepper, Kadathanad
Cardamom
52 | Areca Shaek Cardamom Kottayam
53 | Toy Cunhi Ally Cardamom Kottayam
54 Moosa of Kadathanad Cardamom Kadathanad
55 Ekoda Moosa Cardamom Kottayam
56 Ballipy Cuttiasem Sandalwood Irikkur
57 Javarra Canna Sandalwood Irikkur
58 | Candiotti Paqui Sandalwood Pannore
59 | Combem Namy Pepper Tellicherry
60 | Chanquem Cuniamo Pepper Tellicherry
61 Nelearate Ahmod Pepper Tellicherry
62 Baccadem Chandu Pepper Tellicherry
63 Mucatum Mahmod Pepper Tellicherry
64 Shaik Abdalla Pepper Madday
65 Niratti Cunhi Callandra Pepper Tellicherry
66 Chatoo of Aggar Pepper Aggar
67 Chettian Pepper Aggar
68 | Tycandy Cunially Pepper Tellicherry
69 Durmet Ponicarry Pepper -
70 Bonny Peritty Pocar Pepper -
71 Muckree Calandra Pepper Valapattanam
72 | Jia Ginger, Turmeric, | Tannore
Pepper
73 | Amguem Piddie Cunhusa  Pepper , Cardamdadakara
74 Ballipy Cuttiasem Sandalwood, Irikkur
Pepper
75 Ballipy Cunhimy Sandalwood, Irikkur
Pepper
76 | Cherriandi Cunamed Pepper
77 Maddaicarem Callandra Pepper North of
Valapattanam
78 Ragojee Banyan Pepper Manjeswer
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79 Ballorte Supy Pepper North of
Valapattanam

80 Ezekiel Raby Pepper, Arrack Cochin

81 | Cunimodeen Pepper Calicut

82 Russally Pepper Calicut

83 | Quially Pepper Calicut

84 | Shakeham Pepper Calicut

85 Puckarow Pepper Calicut

86 | Torry Cutty Pepper Calicut

87 | Cuneram Pepper Calicut

88 Modeen Cutty Pepper Calicut

89 | Cherriandy Cunhamod Pepper Tellicherry

90 Tiringalatu Tarney Pepper Eranjoli

91 | Cheriandi Checu Pepper Tellicherry

92 Chuli Paqui Pepper Eranjoli

93 Isoop Pepper, ginger, | Tannore

Turmeric

Sources: St. George Factory Records, TellichernysGivation, Vol. |- Vol. XX (1725-1750); Letters
from Tellicherry Vol. I- Vol. VIII (1729-1750); Leers to Tellicherry Vol. I- Vol. XlI (1726-1750).

Appendix No. 6

Names of Presidents of Bombay Council (1725-50)

No Names Duration
1 William Phipps 1724 - 1728

2 Robert Cowan 1728 - 1734

3 John Horn 1734 - 1739

4 Stephen Law 1739 - 1743

5 William Wake 1743 - 1750

6 Richard Bourchier 1750 - 1751

Sources: St. George Factory Records, TellichernysGivation, Vol. |- XX; Letters from Tellicherry

Vol. I- VIII; Letters to Tellicherry Vol. I- XII.
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Appendix No. 7
Names of English East India Company Chiefs at Teltherry (1725-50)

NO Names of Chiefs Duration

1 Robert Adams 1715 -1728
2 John Braddyl 1728 -1732
3 Stephen Law 1732 - 1739
4 William Wake 1739 -1742
5 William Jayson 1742 - 1743
6 John Geekie 1743 - 1746
7 George Dudley 1746 - 1747
8 William West 1747 - 1748
9 Robert Rawdon 1748 - 1748
10 Thomas Byfeld 1748 - 1750
11 Thomas Dorril 1750 - --

Sources: St. George Factory Records, Tellichernys@Gitation, Vol. I- XX; Letters from Tellicherry
Vol. I- VIII; Letters to Tellicherry Vol. I- XII.

Appendix No. 8
Names of the French East India Company Chiefs é&lahe (1725-50)

NO Name of Chiefs Duration
1 Mollandin 1721-1727
2 Tremisot 1727-1737
3 Burnel (interim) 1737-1739
4 Dirois 1739-1741
5 Signard 1741-1742
6 Duval de Leyril 1742-1747
7 Louet 1747-1761

Sources: Alfred Martineal,es Origine De Mahe de Malabar, Paris, 1917, p.VI.
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Appendix No. 9

Import Sundry Merchandises at Tellicherry (1725-50)

Merchandise Market

Ambergris Cannanore

Arrack Batavia, Cochin, Goa, Malabar
Allum China

Bamboo & Rattans Malabar

Beetle nut Canara, Malabar

Beads Surat

Barley England, Bombay

Cardamom Malabar, Coorg, Canara
Coffee & Coffee Plant Mocha

Chili Pepper Canara

Cotton Anjengo, Surat, Bombay, Bengal
Corks England

Cheese England

Coconut, Copra, Coir & Cocont
Ol

iiMalabar, Lakshadweep, Maldives

Cowries Maldives

Cassia Ceylon

Copper Surat, Bombay, Japan
Carpet England, Bombay, Bengal
China Ware China

Cloves Batavia

Dammar China

Dates Mocha, Gombroon, Surat
Elephant Teeth Malabar, Canara

Ghee Malabar

Ginger Malabar

Glass items England

Goat Skin Mocha, Malabar

Gold China, Manila
Gunpowder Bombay, Bengal

Gunny Bag Bengal

Iron & Iron Nails England

Jaggery Malabar

Liquor, Wine England, Bmbay, Bengal
Mat & Mast Malabar

Medicine England, Bombay, Goa, Malabar

Medicinal plants

Malabar, Canara, Coorg

Paddy, Rice & Rice Powder
Pepper

Canara, Malabar, Bengal, Madras, Cuddalore
Malabar, Canara, Cochin

Nutmeg

Batavia
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Opium Bengal, Malabar

Olibannum Mocha, Jedda

Paperé& Ink Goa, Portugal

Plank, Timber etc. Malabar

Piece Goods China, Bengal, Madras, Canara, Malabar

Bombay, Surat, Anjengo

Rose Water Gombroon, Bussorah, Mocha
Slaves Madagascar

Sugar, Sugar Candi Bengal, China

Salt Dharmapatanam, Canara

Salt Fish, Salt meat Malabar

Sandalwood Canara, Coorge, Malabar
Tobaco Surat, Malabar

Tamarind Malabar

Turmeric Malabar

Tea China

Twine England, Bengal, Madras
Tin China

Vinegar Lakshadweep

Wheat Surat, Bombay

Wax & Wax Candle Malabar

Sources: St. George Factory Records, Tellichernys@Gitation, Vol. I- XX; Letters from Tellicherry
Vol. I- VIII; Letters to Tellicherry Vol. I- XII.
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Appendix No. 10
Export Sundry Merchandises at Tellicherry (1725-50)

Merchandise Market

Arrack Bombay

Betel nut Bombay, Surat

Cinnamon Arabia, Persia, Bombay

Clove Bombay, Mocha, Aden

Cardamom England, Mocha, Aden, Bombay, Madrasg8ien
China

Coconut, Copra, & CoconutBombay, Surat,

Oll

Coir Bombay, Surat, Bengal

Cowries Bombay

Ginger Arabia, Persia, Bombay

Mace Arabia,Persia

Mat, Mast Persia, Surat, Bombay, Bengal

Medicine, Medicinal plants England, Bombay, China

Nutmeg Arabia,Persia

Pepper England, Mocha, Aden, Gombroon, Bombay,
Madras, Cuddalore, Bengal, China

Planks Bombay, Surat, Gombroon, Madras, Cuddalore,
Bengal

Plants Bengal, Anjengo, China, St. Helena

Rice Anjengo, St. Helena

Sandalwood Madras, Bengal, China

Sapanwood Persia, Arabia, Bombay, Madras, Cuddalore
Bengal

Timber, Wood Persia, Surat, Bombay, Madras, Cudda®engal

Turmeric Arabia, Persia, Bombay

Sources: St. George Factory Records, TellichernysGivation, Vol. |- XX; Letters from Tellicherry
Vol. I- VIII; Letters to Tellicherry Vol. I- XII.
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MAPS
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Not as per in scale

Major port cities of Kerala coast in the 18" C.
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PHOTOS

Cuyrt8ritish Museum

Etching of Tellicherry by G. Van der Gucht published in 1736 after a
painting by George Lambert (1710-1765) and Samuek8tt (1703-1772).
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Curtsyitish Museum

Painting from the first volume of James Forbes™Oriental Memoirs".
Here, Forbes illustrates a view of Tellicherry. In1772, Forbes (1749-
1819) was appointed Warehousekeeper at the factoip Anjengo. His
journey to the South of India took him through the coastal towns of
Tellicherry, Calicut and Cochin. Forbes noted, 'Thedrawing was taken
from a ship in the road, and gives a view of this I[pasant and healthy
settlement, extending from Tellicherry to Moylan, afort about a mile

distant.
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Tellicherry fort

Warehouse in the fort
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Gold Mohur - 1719
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