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PREFACE

Autobiographies are an important branch of literature which attracts even
common readers. But, at the same time, as any other form of literature there lies
enough scope for studies in autobiographies. The autobiographies produced in India
are countless. However, Sanskrit autobiographies are very few in number. Among
them the autobiography of Tapovanasvamin, known as Tapovanacaritam or ISvara-
darsanam is a unique one due to a number of reasons. The author’s aim and purpose
of writing this Sanskrit biography is leading the reader to liberation. The author be-
ing an ascetic and the medium being Sanskrit, the autobiography has many such
special features. These characteristics of the Tapovanacarita are being studied in the

present thesis.

Besides the introduction, appendix and the selected bibliography, the present
thesis has been divided into four chapters. The first chapter is a general survey of
autobiographies, kinds of autobiographies and it exclusively deals with Sanskrit
autobiographies and biographies. The second chapter is on the author, his life as an
ascetic and thus gives an account of his life and works. This chapter also gives a
slight account of Indian ascetic philosophy and tradition. The third chapter converses
about the features of Tapovanacarita as a Sanskrit biography. An attempt is made in
the fourth chapter to compare the eastern and western autobiographical theories and

to fix the position of Tapovanacarita among them.

The author of Tapovanacarita feels that Sanskrit is the best medium to
communicate his thoughts and the language propaganda would be possible only by
making use of it. The background of writing method of the proposition used Histori-
cal and philosophical scheme. The I$varadarsana-‘s high philosophical discourses
can be seen when one reads between the lines. Hence, for writing the thesis, the ep-
ics, Upanisad-s, books on Indian philosophy, other works of Tapovanasvamin, other
similar theses and advices from teachers and friends have been utilised. Tapovana-

carita published by Vallabharamasarma, is primarily used for writing the thesis.



However, when there was ambiguity in readings, the text of Krsnapillai has been

used.

At the outset, I express my sincere gratitude to my guide Prof. K. K Geetha-
kumary for guiding the research with valuable experience. I am also thankful to
Prof. N.K. Sundareswaran for the help as a teacher and Head of Department.I am
always thankful to the benedictions of former teachers of the Department. And also |
thanks to Dr.K.K Abdul Majeed, our department faculty and Dinesan Pokirindavite,
faculty in SSUS. The library authority Shakeela Kari helped a lot during the comple-
tion of this research. I am also indebted to Deepesh V.K for providing advices like
an elder brother. The former research scholars of the department like Anil Naraya-
nan.N, Sajeesh C.S, Vrinda P.M, Sreeja K.N and to the researchers Sarin, Subhra-
manian, Sarath, Rajesh, Sajita, who also helped in different ways in accomplishing
this task. Without the support of my parents and brother, this work may not have
been completed. Hence, I offer humble salutations to my family, friends, teachers

and colleagues of other department in the University.

The library authorities of CH Mohammed Koya Library, Kerala Sahitya
Academy, Ramavarma Appan Thampuran Memorial, Kerala University Library,
S.S.U.S. Kalady, Chinmaya International foundation, Chinmaya mission, De-
shaposhini, Adayar theosophical Society, KSRI, Tanjavore Saraswati Mahal Li-
brary, Connemara Public Library Chennai, Rabindra Bharati University and Asiatic
Society Library Kolkata etc. are thankfully remembered in this occasion. Thanks are
due to the staff of Bina-photostat and to Rajeshettan, Baluettan and Sreejith for the
typesetting and binding of the thesis and for helping me to finish the work on time.
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